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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
BEFORE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 

COMMISSIONERS:	 Deborah Platt Majoras, Chairman 
Thomas B. Leary 
Pamela Jones Harbour 
Jon Leibowitz 

) 
In the Matter of ) 

) 
PARTNERS HEALTH NETWORK, INC., ) Docket No. C-4149 

a corporation. ) 
) 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Federal Trade Commission (“Commission”), having initiated an investigation of 
certain acts and practices of the Partners Health Network, Inc. (“Partners Health”), hereinafter 
sometimes referred to as “Respondent,” and Partners Health having been furnished with a copy 
of the draft Complaint that Counsel for the Commission proposed to present to the Commission 
for its consideration and which, if issued, would charge Respondent with violations of Section 5 
of the Federal Trade Commission Act, as amended, 15 U.S.C. § 45; and 

Respondent, its attorney, and counsel for the Commission having thereafter executed an 
Agreement Containing Consent Order to Cease and Desist (“Consent Agreement”), containing an 
admission by Respondent of all the jurisdictional facts set forth in the aforesaid draft of 
Complaint, a statement that the signing of said Consent Agreement is for settlement purposes 
only and does not constitute an admission by Respondent that the law has been violated as 
alleged in such Complaint, or that the facts as alleged in such Complaint, other than jurisdictional 
facts, are true, and waivers and other provisions as required by the Commission’s Rules; and 

The Commission having thereafter considered this matter and having determined that it 
had reason to believe that Respondent has violated the said Act, and that a Complaint should 
issue stating its charges in that respect, and having accepted the executed Consent Agreement 
and placed such Consent Agreement on the public record for a period of thirty (30) days for the 
receipt and consideration of public comments, now in further conformity with the procedure 
described in Commission Rule 2.34, 16 C.F.R. § 2.34, the Commission hereby issues its 
Complaint, makes the following jurisdictional findings and issues the following Order: 





















Appendix A 

[letterhead of Respondent Partners Health] 

[date]


[name and address of payor’s CEO]


Dear [CEO]:


Enclosed is a copy of a complaint and a decision and order (“Order”) issued by the 
Federal Trade Commission against Partners Health Network, Inc. (“Partners Health”). 

Pursuant to Paragraph V.D of the Order, Partners Health must allow you to terminate, 
upon your written request, without any penalty or charge, any contracts with Partners Health for 
the provision of physician services that are in effect as of the date you receive this letter.  

If you do not make such written request to terminate the contract, Paragraph V.D further 
provides that the contract will terminate on the earlier of: 

1. [date], the contract's termination or renewal date; or 
2. [date], one year from the date the Order becomes final. 

You may, however, ask Partners Health to extend the contract beyond [date], the 
termination or renewal date, to any date no later than [date], one (1) year after the date the Order 
becomes final. 

If you choose to extend the term of the contract, you may later terminate the contract at 
any time. 

Any request either to terminate or to extend the contract should be made in writing, and 
sent to me at the following address: [address]. 

Sincerely, 

[signatory] 

[Partners Health to fill in applicable dates] 


