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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

JACKSONVILLE DIVISION 

United States of America, 
Case No. 25-CV-1158 

Plaintiff, 
COMPLAINT FOR 

v. PERMANENT INJUNCTION, 
MONETARY JUDGMENT, 

Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., a corporation, d/b/a CIVIL PENALTY JUDGMENT 
D&B, AND OTHER RELIEF 

Defendant. 

Plaintiff, the United States of America, acting upon notification from the 

Federal Trade Commission (“FTC” or “Commission”), for its Complaint alleges: 

1. Plaintiff brings this action against Defendant Dun & Bradstreet, Inc. 

(“Defendant,” “Dun & Bradstreet,” or “D&B”) under Sections 5(l) and 16(a)(1) of 

the Federal Trade Commission Act (“FTC Act”), 15 U.S.C. §§ 45(l) and 56(a)(1). 

Plaintiff seeks relief, including a permanent injunction, monetary relief, civil 

penalties, and other relief, pursuant to Section 5(l) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. § 45(l). 

2. Dun & Bradstreet is the subject of a 2022 order issued by the 

Commission based on alleged violations of Section 5(a) of the FTC Act. See Exhibit 

1, In the Matter of Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., a corporation, d/b/a D&B, C-4761, 2022 WL 

1102023 (Apr. 6, 2022) (Decision and Order) (“Commission Order,” “2022 Order,” 

or “Consent Order”). 

3. Dun & Bradstreet violated provisions in the 2022 Order requiring it to 

(1) accurately provide notice of autorenewal prices to consumers in the notices it sent 
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to consumers regarding the 2022 Order; (2) not misrepresent material facts about its 

products; and (3) retain records relating to its compliance with the 2022 Order. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

4. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§§ 1331, 1337(a), 1345, and 1355. 

5. Venue is proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)(1), (b)(2), 

(c)(2), and (d), and 1395(a), because Dun & Bradstreet has its principal place of 

business in this District, because Dun & Bradstreet transacts business in this District, 

and because a substantial part of the events or omissions giving rise to the claims 

occurred in this District. 

PLAINTIFF 

6. Plaintiff brings this action upon notification from the FTC, pursuant to 

Section 16(a)(1) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. § 56(a)(1). The FTC is an agency of the 

United States Government created by the FTC Act. 15 U.S.C. §§ 41–58. The FTC 

enforces Section 5(a) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. § 45(a), which prohibits unfair or 

deceptive acts or practices in or affecting commerce. 

DEFENDANT 

7. Defendant Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., also doing business as D&B, is a 

Delaware corporation with its principal place of business at 5335 Gate Parkway in 

Jacksonville, Florida. Dun & Bradstreet transacts or has transacted business in this 

District and throughout the United States. 

8. Dun & Bradstreet has been a provider of business credit information 

since the mid-19th century. Defendant became a private company in 2019, launched 
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an initial public offering in July 2020 and was publicly traded until August 2025. 

9. Dun & Bradstreet describes itself as “a leading global provider of 

business decisioning data and analytics.” D&B claims to be differentiated from the 

market by the scale, depth, diversity, and accuracy of its constantly expanding 

business database, known as the “Data Cloud.” As of December 31, 2023, this 

database contains comprehensive information on more than 550 million total 

organizations. 

10. As of February 2023, D&B processes 100 billion data records per day, 

up from 25 billion records per day in 2019. 

11. In 1963, Dun & Bradstreet introduced its Data Universal Numbering 

System – the Dun & Bradstreet D-U-N-S® Number – to identify businesses 

numerically for data-processing purposes. Today, over 240 commercial, educational, 

and government entities require businesses to provide this now-standard identifier. 

12. The D-U-N-S Number is a cornerstone of Dun & Bradstreet’s business. 

13. The D-U-N-S is a unique, site-specific nine-digit identification number 

Dun & Bradstreet provides. Each distinct physical location of an entity may be 

assigned a D-U-N-S number. 

14. Dun & Bradstreet’s CEO stated “[i]t all starts with the D-U-N-S 

Number.” He noted the D-U-N-S Number is “so entrenched into global commerce, 

it’s such a huge advantage for us.” Indeed, Dun & Bradstreet has issued over 500 

million D-U-N-S numbers. 

15. Dun & Bradstreet markets its Finance and Risk Solutions (“F&RS”) 
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line of business to enterprise clients. In D&B’s words, “[c]lients embed our trusted, 

end-to-end solutions into their daily workflows to inform commercial credit 

decisions, evaluate whether suppliers and other third parties are financially viable, 

reputable, compliant and resilient, enhance salesforce productivity and gain visibility 

into key markets.” 

16. Dun & Bradstreet also operates a Small Business (“SMB”) line of 

business, which purports to provide products and services to support new and 

smaller businesses. 

17. SMB includes a “CreditBuilder” suite of products, which purports to: 

(a) allow customers to monitor and potentially impact their Dun & Bradstreet 

business credit file by submitting payment history to Dun & Bradstreet for its review 

and potential acceptance; (b) give customers knowledge of their business credit file; 

and (c) allow customers to benchmark key scores and ratings against their industry 

and competitors. 

18. SMB offers a “Concierge” line of products, providing an account 

manager to work directly with customers to help to manage their business credit file, 

submit Trade References to potentially impact their file, and provide regular updates 

on their Dun & Bradstreet scores and ratings. 

19. SMB also offers a “CreditMonitor” line of products, which provides 

customers with real-time information on their Dun & Bradstreet business credit file. 

COMMERCE 

20. At all times relevant to this Complaint, Defendant has maintained a 

substantial course of trade in or affecting commerce, as “commerce” is defined in 
4 
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Section 4 of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. § 44. 

THE COMMISSION ORDER 

21. In the Commission’s 2022 Administrative Complaint, Docket No. C-

4761, the Commission charged Dun & Bradstreet with engaging in unfair or 

deceptive acts or practices in violation of Section 5(a) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. § 

45(a). See Exhibit 2, In the Matter of Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., a corporation, d/b/a D&B, 

C-4761, 2022 WL 1102021 (Apr. 6, 2022) (“Administrative Complaint”) at ¶¶ 79-91. 

22. First, the Commission charged Dun & Bradstreet with misrepresenting 

that using a CreditBuilder Line product allows an affected business to have its 

previously unreported commercial payment experiences added to the affected 

business’s credit report, and D&B would actively assist CreditBuilder Line product 

subscribers in adding such unreported commercial payment experience information 

to the affected business’s credit report. Id. at ¶¶ 79-80. 

23. Second, the Commission charged Dun & Bradstreet with 

misrepresenting its CreditBuilder Line products were required for D&B to conduct a 

background check on the affected business or would provide an affected business 

with a complete report including a full set of scores and ratings. Id. at ¶¶ 81-82. 

24. Third, the Commission charged Dun & Bradstreet with misrepresenting 

it collected payment for renewing a previously purchased product when it was 

charging consumers for a different product. Id. at ¶¶ 83-84. 

25. Fourth, the Commission charged D&B with representing it collected 

customer credit card data for payment so the customer may subscribe to a 

CreditBuilder Line product for a designated period, but failed to disclose or disclose 
5 
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adequately it would: 

(a) automatically charge the customer’s credit card again for a subscription to 

a CreditBuilder Line product at the end of the designated period, and at the 

end of each succeeding designated period until cancelled; 

(b) change, at D&B’s unilateral choice, the CreditBuilder Line product for 

which D&B would charge the customer at the end of the designated period, or 

any succeeding designated period, to a product which could be materially 

different from the CreditBuilder Line product to which the customer originally 

subscribed; 

(c) charge the customer an increased price if the list price of the CreditBuilder 

Line product to which the customer subscribed increased, but if the list price 

of the CreditBuilder Line product to which the customer subscribed was 

reduced, the customer would not benefit from the price reduction; and 

(d) not unilaterally downgrade a customer’s product. Id. at ¶¶ 85-88. 

26. Finally, the Commission charged D&B with reporting incorrect 

information on affected businesses’ D&B credit reports, while failing to provide 

affected businesses with a reasonable means to dispute such information. Id. at ¶¶ 

89-90. 

27. Dun & Bradstreet settled the Commission’s Administrative Complaint 

with the Commission Order. The Commission Order became final on April 6, 2022, 

and remains in effect. 
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Commission Order Provisions Concerning Notification to Current Customers of 
Covered Products That Automatically Renew: Section VII 

28. Section VII of the Commission Order required Respondent to provide 

notices of the Commission Order to Current Customers of Covered Products that 

Respondent automatically renews, within sixty days of entry of the Commission 

Order. Among other things, those notices needed to include: a brief description of 

each product subject to auto-renewal; the price the customer paid for that product in 

its current term; the current list price of that product; if different, the renewal price of 

each such product; and the date each product is scheduled to renew. See Exhibit 1, 

Commission Order, Section VII.D. 

29. Under the Commission Order, “Current Customer[s]” are “Businesses 

that are customers of Respondent as of the date of the entry of this Order.” See 

Exhibit 1, Commission Order, Definition I. 

30. The Commission Order defines a “Business” as “any business or other 

entity, including nonprofits, cities, counties, municipalities, and other governmental 

entities.” See Exhibit 1, Commission Order, Definition B. 

31. The Commission Order defines “Covered Product” as “all 

CreditBuilder Line Products, either sold alone or with other products or services as 

part of a combined or bundled package; any product or service that includes an 

option to submit or add the names of or information about a Business’s vendors, 

suppliers, or other entities to that Business’s own credit report or credit file; and any 

product or service that [D&B] markets to Businesses as being designed to allow a 

Business to monitor its own credit report, including CreditMonitor.” See Exhibit 1, 

7 
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Commission Order, Definition E. 

32. Under the Commission Order, a “CreditBuilder Line Product” means 

“CreditBuilder, CreditBuilder Basic, CreditBuilder Plus, CreditBuilder Premium, 

Credit Essentials, and Credit Essentials Plus, as well as any predecessor to, successor 

to, or variant of any of these products; and includes CreditBuilder 2018 as defined 

above.” See Exhibit 1, Commission Order, Definition H. 

Commission Order Provisions Concerning Misrepresentations: Section I 

33. The Commission’s Order prohibits Dun & Bradstreet from 

misrepresenting, in relevant part, expressly or by implication: 

A. that using any product is likely to allow a Business to have its 

previously unreported commercial payment experiences added to the 

Business’s credit report; 

. . . 

C. that using any product is likely to help build and/or improve a 

Business’s credit report; 

. . . 

E. that [D&B] will accept identified vendors, suppliers, or other entities 

as Trade References (whether identified by the Business or by [D&B’s] 

agents or employees), including specifically identified entities, entities 

comparable to specifically identified entities, or specific types or 

categories of entities; 

F. that any product is needed for [D&B] to initiate or conduct a 
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background check on a Business, or to otherwise activate or establish 

the Business’s credit report or credit file; 

. . . 

or 

K. any other material fact about the price or features of any product, or 

concerning a Business’s ability to have, monitor, maintain, build, or 

improve its own credit report or credit file. 

See Exhibit 1, Commission Order, Section I. 

34. The Commission Order defines “Trade Reference” as “a source, 

including a vendor, supplier, or other entity, that supplies [D&B] (or that a Business 

represents could supply [D&B]) with commercial payment information about a 

Business.” See Exhibit 1, Commission Order, Definition N. 

Commission Order Provisions Concerning Retention and Production of Records: 
Sections II and X 

35. When Dun & Bradstreet sells Covered Products with a Negative Option 

Feature over the phone, Section II of the Commission Order requires D&B to retain 

an unedited voice recording of the entire transaction for three years from the date of 

each transaction. See Exhibit 1, Commission Order, Section II. 

36. For ten years after the issuance date of the Commission Order, Dun & 

Bradstreet must also “create . . . all records necessary to demonstrate full compliance 

with each Provision of this Order.” Dun & Bradstreet is required to “retain each 

such record for [five] years.” See Exhibit 1, Section X. 

9 
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DUN & BRADSTREET’S NOTICE OF THE COMMISSION ORDER 

37. Dun & Bradstreet consented to, was served with, and has notice of the 

Commission Order. 

DUN & BRADSTREET’S FAILURE TO CHARGE CONSUMERS AT A 
PRODUCT’S LIST PRICE AT THE TIME OF RENEWAL 

38. Dun & Bradstreet maintains a “list price” for its SMB products. The 

company also sells many of these products on an auto-renewing subscription basis, 

charging customers periodically (generally, annually). 

39. As detailed above, the Commission Order required Dun & Bradstreet to 

provide a notification of the FTC’s lawsuit to all Current Customers of a Covered 

Product that it automatically renewed. The notification required a brief description 

of the Covered Product; the price the customer paid for that product in its current 

term; the current list price of the product; if, different, the renewal price of each such 

product; and the date each product is scheduled to automatically renew. See Exhibit 

1, Commission Order, Section VII. 

40. Dun & Bradstreet sent 54,968 notices pursuant to Section VII of the 

Commission Order. 

41. Dun & Bradstreet implemented certain computerized processes to track 

list prices and auto-renewal prices when the Commission Order became effective. 

42. However, Dun & Bradstreet’s process failed to accurately assign the 

correct list prices to certain consumers. 

43. As a result, Dun & Bradstreet sent at least 8,542 notices to consumers 

that purported to state the list price of their subscription to a Dun & Bradstreet 

10 
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product, but actually stated an inaccurate, higher price for the product. 

44. After sending the inaccurate auto-renewal notices, Dun & Bradstreet 

then renewed some of those customers’ subscriptions at higher than list prices. 

Although some customers avoided paying above the list price for a variety of 

reasons, 6,579 customers did in fact pay more than the list price for the Dun & 

Bradstreet product subject to auto-renewal. Dun & Bradstreet overcharged these 

6,579 customers by $1,210,376.29. 

45. Dun & Bradstreet’s inaccurate disclosure of list prices affected some of 

the subscriptions for 20 different Covered Products: 

Credit Alert to CreditBuilder Plus 
Credit Builder Plus 1 to Credit Builder Plus 
Credit Essentials 
Credit Monitor to CreditBuilder Plus 
CreditBuilder + 8 Trade References to Credit Builder Plus 
CreditBuilder + 8 Trade References to Credit Builder Plus New 
CreditBuilder Plus 
CreditBuilder Plus 2016 
CreditBuilder Premium 2016 
CreditBuilder to CreditBuilder Plus 
CreditBuilder to CreditBuilder Premium 
CreditSignal to CreditBuilder 
CreditSignal to CreditBuilder Plus 
Free Credit Alert to Credit Builder Plus 
QuickView + CreditAlert to CB Plus 
Risk Advisor 
Supplier Connect 
Supplier Connect Builder 
Supplier Connect Builder Platinum 
Supplier Connect Plus 

46. Dun & Bradstreet confirmed that all auto-renewals of Covered Products 

on or after October 25, 2023, have been at the list price in effect at the time of the 

auto-renewal. 

11 
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DUN & BRADSTREET’S FAILURE TO UPDATE TRADE DATA, 
INCLUDING MANUAL TRADE REFERENCES 

47. Dun & Bradstreet makes analytical products available to prospective 

customers, including the Dun & Bradstreet U.S. PAYDEX Score (“PAYDEX 

Score”) and the Dun & Bradstreet Supplier Stability Indicator (“SSI Score”). 

48. The PAYDEX Score classifies whether a business has paid debts within 

the terms agreed, or whether the business has a pattern of late or otherwise deficient 

payments. Dun & Bradstreet describes the PAYDEX Score as “provid[ing] visibility 

as to whether a debtor has previously paid invoice-based liabilities in a consistent 

manner.” 

49. D&B compiles a business’s PAYDEX Score based, in part, on records 

of payment activities between credit grantor and credit seeker submitted to Dun & 

Bradstreet. These records are known as “Trade Data.” 

50. Trade Data often comes from manual trade references or other Trade 

References. Businesses can also submit their manual trade references to Dun & 

Bradstreet for verification to attempt to improve their PAYDEX Score. 

51. The SSI Score is designed to predict the likelihood a supplier will file for 

bankruptcy, cease operations, or become inactive in the next three months. The SSI 

Score displays ratings as “High Risk, “Med Risk,” and “Low Risk,” and includes a 

separate rating for the “Depth of Data” on which its assessment is based. 

52. Dun & Bradstreet markets the SSI Score by claiming it 

“[d]ifferentiate[s] between low and high risk suppliers and helps you proactively 

identify potentially troubled suppliers” and that customers can “[g]ain a competitive 

12 
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advantage by using a predictive risk scoring tool explicitly built to monitor supply 

chain risk.” 

53. Dun & Bradstreet collects and analyzes the data underlying its products 

through a series of cloud computing systems. These systems turn data from Trade 

References into scores and reports published to Dun & Bradstreet customers. 

54. Starting on March 14, 2022, the cloud computing systems that 

processed certain flows of Dun & Bradstreet’s Trade Data began to corrupt certain 

data. Specifically, Dun & Bradstreet’s cloud computing systems were “throttling,” 

or artificially reducing, the number of edits made to those Trade Data updates (the 

“Trade Data Issue”). 

55. That throttling of Trade Data resulted in an increasing amount of Dun 

& Bradstreet’s Trade Data being corrupted per day during the period of the Trade 

Data Issue. Eventually, on August 14, 2022, every update to that Dun & Bradstreet 

repository of Trade Data failed, meaning those downstream systems did not update 

any Trade Data. 

56. According to Dun & Bradstreet, certain resources assigned to check for 

errors in the Trade Data processes had been reassigned within Dun & Bradstreet and 

not replaced. Thus, D&B failed to notice error messages in its systems. 

57. Dun & Bradstreet did not detect the failures in its data pipeline until 

September 7, 2022. 

58. Dun & Bradstreet did not fix its data pipeline until September 11, 2022. 

59. Dun & Bradstreet’s failure to update PAYDEX Scores and SSI Scores 

13 



  

           

      

           

          

      

          

         

         

             

  

            

 

       
  

  

               

               

     

           

     

        

          

           

Case 3:25-cv-01158 Document 1 Filed 09/29/25 Page 14 of 25 PageID 14 

from March 14, 2022, through September 11, 2022, resulted in some businesses 

receiving inaccurate pictures of their potential partners’ reliability. 

60. During that time frame, some customers of Dun & Bradstreet products 

including D&B Direct+, D&B Direct Data Blocks, D&B Connect, and D&B Risk 

Analytics were shown inaccurate PAYDEX and SSI Scores. 

61. Dun & Bradstreet’s inability to make successful manual trade reference 

updates affected customers. Customers who had purchased Dun & Bradstreet 

CreditBuilder, Concierge, and certain other small business products, submitted 

manual trade references that did not result in timely updates to their PAYDEX or 

SSI Scores. 

62. Because of the Trade Data Issue, 7,795 manual trade reference updates 

failed. 

DUN & BRADSTREET OMITTED AND MISREPRESENTED FACTS 
ABOUT ITS PRODUCTS 

63. Consumers can apply for and obtain a D-U-N-S Number from D&B for 

free. They can then use the D-U-N-S Manager to view their business credit report, as 

well as update disputed information in the report over the phone or through the D-U-

N-S Manager, all for free. 

64. Consumers regularly call Dun & Bradstreet to inquire about the status 

of the application for their D-U-N-S Number. 

65. During these and other calls, Dun & Bradstreet sales representatives 

pitch D&B’s fee-based products, such as CreditBuilder, Concierge, or CreditMonitor. 

66. As referenced above, certain Dun & Bradstreet products and services 

14 
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include the option to manually submit or add the names of or information about a 

consumer business’s vendors, suppliers, or other entities to a business’s own credit 

report or credit file (a “manual trade reference” or “trade reference”). 

67. In connection with their pitch for fee-based products, Dun & Bradstreet 

sales representatives often highlight the products’ ability to allow customers to 

submit manual trade references to improve their businesses’ credit scores and/or 

increase their access to credit. 

68. Dun & Bradstreet accepted only 28% of manual trade references 

submitted in 2021, 20% in 2022, and 19% in 2023. 

69. However, on numerous occasions agents omit or describe incorrectly 

the rate at which manual trade references are accepted or otherwise fail to disclose 

that trade references are subject to review, verification, and possible acceptance. 

70. Further, on numerous occasions, Dun & Bradstreet sales representatives 

state or imply submitting manual trade references through D&B products will 

influence, or are likely to influence, a customer’s business credit scores and ratings, 

or access to credit. 

71. Additionally, on numerous occasions, sales agents state or imply that 

businesses will be able to add specific vendors or suppliers as manual trade 

references. 

72. Likewise, on numerous occasions, sales agents state or imply that using 

D&B products will make it likely that previously unsubmitted trade references will be 

added to a company’s credit report. 

15 
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73. For example, one Dun & Bradstreet sales agent stated, with respect to 

submitting trade references, “Any time you're buying anything from your suppliers, 

your distributors, that can all be submitted as well. We go back a whole year and 

then they submit those using our CreditBuilder product, and, lo and behold after six 

months or a year, you have a great credit score so when you do go to a bank, or go to 

a company and say, ‘Hey [I] need XYZ for my company to grow, here’s what my 

Dun & Bradstreet report looks like.’” This sales agent then concluded, with respect 

to this consumer’s business, “The possibilities are [] endless that way.” 

74. Further, on numerous occasions, Dun & Bradstreet agents state or 

imply purchasing a product is necessary to build credit. 

75. For example, on one call a sales representative stated, “the D-U-N-S 

Manager, right? So that part is something that you can actually do for free, right? So 

that’s actually something where you can review, request updates to or dispute any 

basic information for free within your credit file. So for example, that $2,500 that’s 

there, right? Even though yes, it’s not supposed to be $2,500. It still gives you the 

opportunity through there to dispute that and potentially get back what it’s actually 

supposed to be, which at the end of the day could still be a help, right? But then it 

still doesn’t give you an opportunity to truly impact your credit file. Now, from 

there, what we do have to help you impact your credit file are services called the 

Credit Builder services” (emphasis added). 

76. Another sales agent told a customer they would have “a blank report 

with nothing on it” if the customer did not purchase CreditBuilder. 

16 
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77. Dun & Bradstreet is aware such express and implied misrepresentations 

violate the Commission Order. 

78. For example, in internal training materials, Dun & Bradstreet reiterates 

to its salespeople “[a]ll trade reference submissions are subject to review, verification, 

and possible acceptance by Dun & Bradstreet. There is no guarantee that a trade 

reference will be accepted, positively affect, or will not adversely affect scores[,] 

ratings or the report.” 

79. Likewise, in its internal training materials the company includes 

warnings about, among other things, “[l]eading a customer to believe a product must 

be purchased to [] initiate a background check or have a credit file,” or to “[r]eceive a 

full, complete, or better set of scores and ratings;” and “[a]dvising or implying that 

obtaining a D&B report is a tiered process.” 

Dun & Bradstreet’s Compliance Monitoring Program Finds “Level 1 Errors” Relating to 
these Misrepresentations 

80. Dun & Bradstreet established a program evaluating its own compliance 

with the Commission Order and its own quality standards. 

81. Dun & Bradstreet’s internal compliance program uses call monitoring, 

sampling, and review to evaluate whether sales interactions adhere to the 

requirements set forth in the Commission Order and its own quality standards. 

82. To this end, in April 2020, Dun & Bradstreet engaged with TPG 

TeleManagement Inc. (“TPG”), a professional services firm offering independent 

quality assurance services to measure contact center customer experience. 

83. TPG uses a human diagnostic team to review Dun & Bradstreet sales 

17 
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call recordings against D&B’s sales quality standards. This process involves review 

of approximately nine calls per sales employee per month. 

84. TPG first determines if the call is eligible for review, specifically if there 

was an opportunity for a sales quality standard to be met on the call. TPG then 

determines whether the D&B team member correctly handled that call. If the call 

contained an error, TPG classifies the error as Level 1, 2, or 3, consistent with the 

D&B sales compliance process. Level 1 errors are the most serious issues. 

85. In its April 2023 compliance report, Dun & Bradstreet noted “Level 1 

error rates relate to [Commission] Order compliance requirements, and include 

behaviors related to disclosures regarding manual trade submissions and the Trade 

Reference Acceptance Percentage [and] . . . access to information for subject 

Businesses” (“Level 1 Errors” or “Level 1 Behaviors”). 

86. The D&B Sales Quality Score Card tracks issues identified in the D&B 

sales monitoring process. The Sales Quality Score Card details Level 1 Behaviors, 

reporting the number of opportunities reviewed (e.g., whether the calls contain 

interactions involving the Level 1 Behaviors) (“Opps”), the number of errors 

identified, and the error percentage rate (Opps divided by errors). 

87. In the D&B Sales Quality Score Cards from May 2022 through 

February 2024, the D&B sales monitoring process found what it characterized as 

Level 1 Errors relating to Dun & Bradstreet’s manual trade references on 1,328 

occasions, a 14.44% error percentage rate. 
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Errors Identified 
Opportunities 

Reviewed Error Percentage Rate 

Total, May 2022-
Feb 2024 1,328 9,195 14.44% 

88. In the D&B Sales Quality Score Cards from May 2022 through 

February 2024, the D&B sales monitoring process found 2,058 Level 1 Errors 

relating to Dun & Bradstreet’s fee-based products, a 17.92% error percentage rate. 

Errors Identified 
Opportunities 

Reviewed Error Percentage Rate 

Total, May 2022-
Feb 2024 2,058 11,484 17.92% 

DEFENDANT’S FAILURE TO RETAIN CALL RECORDINGS 

89. On March 29, 2024, the FTC requested a sample of 1,000 call 

Recordings made since May 1, 2022. 

90. D&B could not produce 59 of these 1,000 calls because it failed to retain 

those records. 

91. In total, between April 6, 2022, and July 8, 2022, Dun & Bradstreet 

lost or otherwise failed to retain 106,309 call recordings. 

VIOLATIONS OF THE COMMISSION ORDER 

92. Section 5(l) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. § 45(l), states “[a]ny person, 
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partnership, or corporation who violates an order of the Commission after it has 

become final, and while such order is in effect, shall forfeit and pay to the United 

States a civil penalty[.]” It continues: 

Each separate violation of such an order shall be a separate offense, except 
that in a case of a violation through continuing failure to obey or neglect to 
obey a final order of the Commission, each day of continuance of such failure 
or neglect shall be deemed a separate offense. In such actions, the United 
States district courts are empowered to grant mandatory injunctions and such 
other and further equitable relief as they deem appropriate in the enforcement 
of such final orders of the Commission. 

93. As of January 2025, the maximum dollar amount per violation is 

$53,088, and may adjust for inflation as provided in 16 C.F.R. § 1.98(c). 

94. Section 5(l) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 45(l), also authorizes this 

Court to grant an “injunction[] and such other and further equitable relief” as it may 

deem appropriate in the enforcement of final orders of the Commission. 

Count I: Inaccurate List Prices in Violation of Section VII of the Order 

95. Paragraphs 1 through 46 are incorporated as if set forth herein. 

96. Section VII of the Commission Order required Dun & Bradstreet to 

send notices within sixty days of entry of the Commission Order to all Current 

Customers whose Covered Products it automatically renews. These notices needed 

to include, amongst other things: a description of each product to be renewed; the 

price the customer paid for each product in its current term; its current list price; if 

different, the renewal price of each such product; and the date each product is 

scheduled to automatically renew. See Section VII.D. 

97. In numerous instances, Dun & Bradstreet auto-renewed customers’ 

subscriptions of Covered Products at a price higher than the list price in effect for 
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their Covered Product at the time of auto-renewal without providing the correct list 

price. 

98. Therefore, Dun & Bradstreet violated Section VII of the Commission 

Order. 

Count II: Misrepresentations in Violation of Section I of the Order 

99. Paragraphs 1 through 88 are incorporated as if set forth herein. 

100. Section I of the Commission Order requires Dun & Bradstreet, “in 

connection with the advertising, promotion, offering for sale, or sale of, or the 

Charging for, any product,” to not “misrepresent, expressly or by implication . . .” 

A. that using any product is likely to allow a Business to have its 

previously unreported commercial payment experiences added to 

the Business’s credit report (Section I.A); 

B. that using any product is likely to help build and/or improve a 

Business’s credit report (Section I.C); 

C. that D&B will accept identified vendors, suppliers, or other entities 

as Trade References (whether identified by the Business or by D&B’s 

agents or employees), including specifically identified entities, 

entities comparable to specifically identified entities, or specific types 

or categories of entities (Section I.E); 

D. that any product is needed for D&B to initiate or conduct a 

background check on a Business, or to otherwise activate or 

establish the Business’s credit report or credit file (Section I.F); or 

E. any other material fact about the price or features of any product, or 
21 
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concerning a Business’s ability to have, monitor, maintain, build, or 

improve its own credit report or credit file (Section I.K). 

101. In numerous instances, Dun & Bradstreet misrepresented: 

A. that using its product is likely to allow a Business to have its 

previously unreported commercial payment experiences added to 

the Business’s credit report; 

B. that using any product is likely to help build and/or improve a 

Business’s credit report; 

C. that D&B will accept identified vendors, suppliers, or other entities 

as Trade References (whether identified by the Business or by D&B’s 

agents or employees), including specifically identified entities, 

entities comparable to specifically identified entities, or specific types 

or categories of entities; 

D. that any product is needed for D&B to initiate or conduct a 

background check on a Business, or to otherwise activate or 

establish the Business’s credit report or credit file; and 

E. material facts about the price or features of any product, including 

the products’ list prices and that the D&B PAYDEX and SSI 

systems would include updated Trade Data. 

102. Therefore, Dun & Bradstreet violated Section I of the Commission 

Order. 

Count III: Failure to Produce and Retain Call Recordings in Violation of 
Sections II.E and X.D of the Commission Order 
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103. Paragraphs 1 through 38, 63 through 65, and 89 through 91 are 

incorporated as if set forth herein. 

104. Section II.E of the Commission Order requires Dun & Bradstreet to 

retain unedited voice recordings for all oral offers of Covered Products involving a 

Negative Option Feature for three years from the date of each transaction. 

105. Section X.D of the Commission Order requires Dun & Bradstreet to 

“create . . . all records necessary to demonstrate full compliance with each Provision 

of this Order” for ten years after the issuance date of the Order. Dun & Bradstreet is 

further required to “retain each such record for [five] years.” 

106. Dun & Bradstreet failed to maintain the required call recordings. 

107. Therefore, Dun & Bradstreet violated Sections II.E and X.D of the 

Commission Order. 

CONSUMER INJURY 

108. Consumers are suffering, have suffered, and will continue to suffer 

substantial injury as a result of Defendants’ violations of the Commission Order. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

Wherefore, Plaintiff requests that the Court: 

Enter judgment against Dun & Bradstreet and in favor of 

Plaintiff for violating the Commission Order as alleged in this 

Complaint; 

Award Plaintiff monetary civil penalties from Dun & Bradstreet for 

every violation of the Commission Order; 

Award such relief as the Court finds necessary to redress injury to 
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consumers resulting from Dun & Bradstreet’s violations of the 

Commission Order, including rescission or reformation of 

contracts, restitution, the refund of monies paid, and the 

disgorgement of ill-gotten monies; 

Enter a permanent injunction to prevent future violations of the 

Commission Order, or as it is subsequently modified by 

operation of law; and 

Award any additional relief as the Court determines to be just 

and proper. 
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1723196 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

BEFORE THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 

COMMISSIONERS: Lina M. Khan, Chair 
Noah Joshua Phillips 
Rebecca Kelly Slaughter 
Christine S. Wilson 

In the Matter of 

DUN & BRADSTREET, INC., a corporation,   DECISION AND ORDER 
d/b/a D&B. 

DOCKET NO. C-4761 

DECISION 

The Federal Trade Commission (“Commission”) initiated an investigation of certain acts and 
practices of the Respondent named in the caption.  The Commission’s Bureau of Consumer 
Protection (“BCP”) prepared and furnished to Respondent a draft Complaint.  BCP proposed to 
present the draft Complaint to the Commission for its consideration.  If issued by the 
Commission, the draft Complaint would charge the Respondent with violations of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act. 

Respondent and BCP thereafter executed an Agreement Containing Consent Order (“Consent 
Agreement”).  The Consent Agreement includes: 1) statements by Respondent that, only for 
purposes of this action, it admits the facts necessary to establish jurisdiction; and 2) waivers and 
other provisions as required by the Commission’s Rules. 

The Commission considered the matter and determined that it had reason to believe that 
Respondent has violated the Federal Trade Commission Act, and that a Complaint should issue 
stating its charges in that respect.  The Commission accepted the executed Consent Agreement 
and placed it on the public record for a period of 30 days for the receipt and consideration of 
public comments.  The Commission duly considered any comments received from interested 
persons pursuant to Section 2.34 of its Rules, 16 C.F.R. § 2.34. Now, in further conformity with 
the procedure prescribed in Rule 2.34, the Commission issues its Complaint, makes the 
following Findings, and issues the following Order: 
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Findings 

l . The Respondent is Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., also doing business as D&B, a Delaware 
corporation with its principal office or place of business at 101 John F. Kennedy 
Parkway. Short Hills, NJ 07078. 

2. The Commission has jurisdictjon over the subject matter of this proceeding and over the 
Respondent. and the proceeding rs in the public interest. 

ORDER 

Definitions 

For purposes of this Order, the following definitions apply: 

A. ''Billing Information" means any data that enables any person to access a customer's 
account, such as a credit card, checking. savings. share or similar account, or debit card. 

B. "Business" means any business or other entity. including nonprofits, cities, counties. 
municipalities, and other governmental entities. 

C. "Charge," "Charged," or "Charging'' means any attempt to collect money or other 
consideration from a consumer. including causing Billing Information to be submitted for 
payment. including against the consumer' s credit card, debit card. bank account. 
telephone bill, or other account. 

D. "CJearly and Conspicuously" means that a required disclosure is difficult to miss (i.e., 
easily noticeable) and easily understandable by ordinary consumers. including in all of 
the following ways: 

l. In any communication that is solely visual or solely audible, the disclosure must be 
made through the same means through which the communication is presented. In any 
communication made through both visual and audible means, such as a television 
advertisement. the discJosure must be presented simultaneously in both the visual and 
audible po1tions of the communication even if the representation requiring the 
disclosure ("triggering representation' ') is made through only one means. 

2. A visual disclosure, by its size, contrast. location, the length of time it appears. and 
other characteristics. must stand out from any accompanying text or other visual 
clements so that it is easily noticed, read. and understood. 

3. An audible disclosure. including by telephone or streaming video, must be delivered 
in a volume, speed. and cadence sufficient for ordinary consumers to easily hear and 
understand it. 
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4. In any communication using an interactive electronic medium, such as the Internet or 
software, the disclosure must be unavoidable. 

5. The disclosure must use diction and syntax understandable to ordinary consumers and 
must appear in each language in which the triggering representation appears. 

6. The disclosure must comply with these requirements in each medium through which 
it is received. including all electronic devices and face-to-face communications. 

7. The disclosure must not be contradicted or mitigated by, or inconsistent with. 
anything else in the communication. 

8. When the representation or sales practice targets a specific audience, such as children, 
the elderly. or the terminally ill, "ordinary consumers" includes reasonable members 
of that group. 

E. ··Covered Product"" means all CreditBuilder Line Products. either sold alone or with 
other products or services as part of a combined or bundled package; any product or 
service that includes an option to submit or add the names of or information about a 
Business's vendors, suppliers. or other entities to that Business's own credit report or 
credit file; and any product or service that Respondent markets to Businesses as being 
designed to allow a Business to monitor its own credit report, including CreditMonitor. 

F. "CreditBuilder 2018'' means the CreditBuilder '·basic" product in the form that 
Respondent began offering in January 2018 and includes subscriptions with an initial 
purchase date (prior to any renewals) from January L 2018 through April 30, 2020. 

G. ··creditMonitor Substitute Product" means a CreditBuilder Line Product to which 
Respondent tnigtated Businesses that had purchased CreditMonitor, during a period when 
Respondent temporarily stopped offering CreditMonitor. and any subsequent 
CreditBuilder Line Product to which Respondent migrated any such Business. 

H. "CreditBuilder Line Product" means CreditBuilder, CreditBuilder Basic, CreditBuilder 
Plus, CreditBuilder Premium, Credit Essentials, and Credit Essentials Plus. as well as any 
predecessor to, successor to. or variant of any of these products; and includes 
CreditBuilder 2018 as defined above. 

L ··Current Customer .. includes Businesses that are customers of Respondent as of the 
date of the entry of this Order, and does not include a Business that first purchased a 
product after the date of the entry of this Order. When specifically stated in this Order, 
Current Customer may be further limited to ex.elude a Business that first purchased a 
product on or after May 1, 2020. 

J. "Negative Option Feature" means, in an offer or agreement to sell or provide any 
product or service, a provision under which the consumer's silence or failure to take 
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affirmative action to reject a product or service or to cancel the agreement is interpreted 
by the seller or provider as acceptance of the offer. 

K. ''Pro Rafa Result'' means the dollar figure resulting from applying discount adjustments 
and term adjustments to the figure of $399 for Refund Customers who are Current 
Customers, and to the figu1'e of $480 for Refund Customers who are former customers. 
r:'or a Relevant Subscription Te1m during which a customer paid a discounted price, the 
discount adjustment shall be a multiplier equal to the price paid divided by the Hst price 
( e.g., if a customer paid $800 for a product listed at $1,000, the discount adjustment 
multiplier is .8). For a Relevant Subscription Term that is less than a one-year term, the 
term adjustment shall be a multiplier equal to the length of the Relevant Subscription 
Term divjded by one year (e.g .. if the Relevant Subscription Term is three months, the 
term adjustment multiplier is ,25). The eftects of the adjustment multipliers shall be 
cumulative (multiplied by each other) if a customer paid a discounted price for a Relevant 
Subscription Term of less than one year. 

L. "Relevant Subscription Term'' means the Business's current or most recent 
CreditBuilder Line Product subscription term. 

M. •'Respondent'' means Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., a corporation, doing business as D&B 
('"D&B"). and its successors and assigns. 

N. '·Trade Reference" means a source, including a vendor, suppJjer, or other entity, that 
suppl ies Respondent (or that a Business represents could supply Respondent) with 
commercial payment information about a Business. 

0. "Trade Reference Acceptance Percentage" means the aggregate calculation of the 
number of aJl Businesses' submissions of payment experiences from Trade References 
that have been added to Businesses' own credit reports or credit files through the 
operation of any CreditBuilder Line Product. divided by the number of all Businesses' 
attempted submissions of payment experiences from Trade References to be added to 
Businesses' own credit reports through any CreditBujlder Line Product, expressed as a 
percentage. The divisor of this calculation shall not be reduced for multiple attempted 
submissions by a Business of a single Trade Reference or a single payment experience, 
nor shall the divisor be reduced for any attempted submissions that Respondent has 
automatically rejected for any reason. 

Provisions 

I. Prohibited Misrepresentations 

IT IS ORDERED that Respondent, and Respondent's officers, agents, employees, and 
attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or partfoipation with any of them. who rnceive 
actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, in connection with the 
advertising, promotion, offering for sale, or sale of, or the Charging for, any product, must not 
misrepresent, expressly or by implication: 
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A. that using any product is likely to allow a Business to have its previously unreported 
commercial payment experiences added to the Business's credit report: 

8. that Respondent will actively assist a Business in adding unreported commercial payment 
experiences to the Business's credit report: 

C. that using any product is likely to help build and/or improve a Business's credit report; 

D. the ease with which information or payment experiences can be added to or will be 
included on a Business's credit report; 

E. that Respondent will accept identified vendors, suppliers, or other entities as Trade 
References (whether identified by the Business or by Respondent's agents or employees). 
including specifically identified entities. entities comparable to specifically identified 
entities, or specific types or categories of entities; 

F. that any product is needed for Respondent to initiate or conduct a background check on a 
Business, or to otherwise activate or establish the Business's credit report or credit tile; 

G. that any product will provide a Business with a complete credit report or credit file 
including a full set of scores and ratings: 

H. that any product with a Negative Option Feature will be Charged at that product's list 
price at the time of renewal; 

I. an obligation on the part of a Business to affirmatively act in order to avoid Charges, 
including where a Charge wi II be assessed pursuant to the offer unless the consumer takes 
affirmative steps to prevent or stop such a Charge: 

J, that Respondent is collecting payment for or is renewing the same product that the 
Business purchased the prior term: or 

K. any other material fact about the price or features of any product. or concerning a 
Business's ability to have, monitor. maintain. build, or improve its own credit report or 
credit file. 

II. Prohibitions Regarding Negative Option Feature 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent, and Respondent· s officers, agents, 
employees, and attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of 
them, who receive actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, are 
prohibited from using a Negative Option Feature: 

A. To renew an existing agreement with or Charge a Current Customer for (I) a 
CreditBuilder 2018 product or (2) a CreditMonitor Substitute Product, unless Respondent 
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receives the express consent of the customer to renew the producL and has complied with 
the Notification required by Section Vil below. 

8. To renew an agreement with or Charge a Business for any Covered Product when 
Respondent has increased the list price of the product unless Respondent first provides 
the Business with notice of such increase before the agreement is scheduled to renew, and 
gives the Business at least 30 days after such notice to cancel and avoid being Charged 
for the product. 

1. Notice shall be provided by email. If Respondent does not have a working email for 
the Business. or if the emaHed notice is returned as undeliverable, notice shall be 
provided by United States Postal Service, first class mai I. postage pre-paid. If 
Respondent sends notice by United States Postal Service. Respondent must give the 
Business at least 30 days from the dale of mailing to cancel and avoid being Charged 
for the product. If Respondent does not have a mailing address for the Business. or if 
a notice sent by United States Postal Service is returned as undeliverable. Respondent 
must receive the express consent of the Business before renewing the product at the 
increased price. 

2. The notice shaU include the product's list price for the current term, the product's 
new list price. instructions on the procedure to cancel if the Business does not want to 
renew (as set forth in this Part 8.3 below), and the deadline by wh.ich the Business 
must affirmatively act to avoid being Charged. The subject line of the email. and the 
front of the envelope for notice by United States Postal Service, shall read, without 
any additional language. "Price Increase Affecting Your Dun & Bradstreet [X] 
Product." Respondent shall insert the name of the specific Covered Product at issue 
where indicated by [X]. Provided, however, that if Respondent has increased the list 
price of the product but Respondenl is providing the Business with a discount so that 
the Business wi II not pay any of the price increase. the notice shal I also include the 
price that Respondent will Charge the Business, and the su~ject line of the email and 
the front of the envelope for notice by United States Postal Service shall read, without 
any additional language. ''Price Information About Your Dun & Bradstreet [X] 
Product." 

3. Respondent shall provide a simple mechanism that the Business can easily use to 
cancel the product and avoid being Charged. including a telephone number and web 
form. Respondent must assure that all calls to this telephone number are answered 
during normal business hours. Respondent shall provide the celephone number and a 
link to the web form in the notice. and shall post it to an easily accessible location on 
the lnternet. 

C. To renew an agreement with or Charge a Business for any Covered Product a Business 
purchased when Respondent has materially changed the product's feature or features in a 
manner that limits. reduces. or eliminates such feature or features. 
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D. To substitute a different product for the Covered Product a Business purchased. provided 
that this Part D does not apply and Parts Band C of this Section apply instead if: 

1. Respondent renames or rebrands the Covered Product that the Business purchased, or 

2. Respondent eliminates and ceases to offer the Covered Product a Business purchased 
(the ''Eliminated Product"). under the following conditions: 

a. The list price of the substitute product is no higher than the list price of the 
Eliminated Product. For purposes of the calculation required by this 
condition. Respondent may not consider any introductory or discounted 
pricing of the substitute product. 

b. The substitute product has every maLerial feature of the Eliminated Product. 
and none of those features are limited or reduced in comparison to the 
Eliminated Product. Respondent may not use a combination of substitute 
products to meet this condition. 

c. Respondent (i) provides the Business with prompt notice of such product 
substitution. and (ii) gives the Business at least 30 days after such notice to 
cancel and avoid being Charged for the substitute product. The notice shall be 
provided in the same manner as set forth in Part 8.1. of this Section. If 
Respondent is required to send notice by United States Postal Service and 
does not have a mailing address for the Business, or if a notice sent by United 
States Postal Service is returned as undeliverable, Respondent must receive 
the express consent of the Business before Charging the Business for a 
substitute product. 

d. The required notice shall identify the Eliminated Product and its list price; 
shall identify the substitute product, its list price and its features: and shall 
disclose that the Eliminated Produc1 is no longer being offered. The notice 
shall also provide instructions on the procedure to cancel if the Business does 
not want to renew (as set forth in Part 8.3 above), and the deadline by which 
the Business must atlirmatively act to avoid being Charged. The subject line 
of the email, and the front of the envelope for notice by United States Postal 
Service, shall read. without any additional language, ·'Notice of Substitution 
of your [name of Eliminated Productl to a Different Product." 

e. lf, at any time, Respondent reintroduces the Eliminated Product. Respondent 
shall revert the Business's subscription back to a subscription to the 
Eliminated Product. For the first subscription term upon such reversion, 
Respondent shall charge the Business no more than the lowest of (i) the 
amount the Business paid for its most recent term of subscription to the 
Eliminated Product, or (ii) the amount the Business paid for its most recent 
term of subscription to any Covered Product, or (iii) the list price of the 
reintroduced Eliminated Product. In the event of such reversion, Respondent 
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shall provide notice to the Business of the reversion in a manner consistent 
with the terms of Parts D.2.c and d. above. 

E. For all oral offers for Covered Products. without obtaining express oral confirmation. 
before obtaining a Business's Billing Information. that the Business understands that the 
transaction includes a Negative Option Feature. and understands the specific affirmative 
steps the Business must take to prevent or stop further Charges. For such transactions. 
Respondent shall maintain for three (3) years from the date of each transaction an 
unedited voice recording of the entire transaction. 

m. Required Disclosure: Aggregated Trade Reference Acceptance Percentage 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent, and Respondent's officers, agents, and 
employees. and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of them. who receive 
actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, in connection with the 
advertising, promotion. offering for sale, or saJe of. or the Charging for, any CreditBuilder Line 
Product or bundled product that includes a CreditBuilder Line Product, must disclose, Clearly 
and Conspicuously. before obtaining the Business's Billing Information. the aggregated Trade 
Reference Acceptance Percentage for the preceding calendar year. Upon the start of a new 
calendar year, Respondent may continue to disclose the most recently available calendar year' s 
percentage until Respondent has calculated the updated percentage for the preceding calendar 
year. provided thar Respondent must begin disclosing the percentage for the preceding calendar 
year no later than April I. 

IV. Required Disclosure: Respondent Does Not Identify Ineligible Trade References And 
Reasons For Rejection 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent, and Respondent's officers, agents. and 
employees. and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of them. who receive 
actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly. in connection with the 
advertising, promotion, offering for sale, or sale of, or the Charging for, any CreditBuilder Line 
Product or blmdled product that includes a CreditBuilder Line Product_ must disclose. C learly 
and Conspicuously. before obtaining the Business' s Billing Information: 

A. that although Respondent maintains lists of named entities that are ineligible to be added 
as Trade References through CreditBuilder Line Product submissions, Respondent will 
not disclose in advance of any Trade Reference payment experience submission whether 
such Trade Reference is ineligible; and 

8. that if Respondent rejects a Trade Reference payment experience submission. 
Respondent will not identify to the Business the specific reason for rejection of that 
submission. 

Provided that, if Respondent changes its practices described in either Part A or Part B of this 
Section (or both of them). this Section shall require accurate disclosure of the resulting practice 
or practices. 
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V. Unfairness Relief: Dispute Investigation and Resolution 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respohdent, and Respondent's officers. agents, 
employees. and attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of 
them, who receive actual notice of this Order. whether acting directly or indirectly, shall, free of 
charge, provide Businesses with access to information gathered, collected or maintained by 
Respondent, othet than Respondent's proprietary or derived scores, ratings. calculations, 
summaries, predictiotis and analyses. that Respondent reports about them, and shall, free of 
charge, provide sucb Businesses with reasonable means to dispute the accuracy of such 
information. 

A. If a Business notifies Respondent directly (by notifying a customer service representative 
or using an on line process provided by Respondent) that it disputes the accuracy of 
information that Respondent reports about the Business. Respondent shall, free of charge, 
either delete the information from files gathered. collected. or maintained by Respondent, 
or conduct a reasonable reinvestigation to detennine whether the disputed information is 
inaccurate. A reasonable reinvestigation must be responsive to the specific allegations. if 
any, in the Business's dispute. 

B. In conducting a reinvestigation, Respondent shall review and consider all relevant 
information, including, as applicable, information in Respondent's own files. publicly 
available information. information Respondent receives from vendors. suppliers or other 
entities, and information submitted by the disputing Business with respect to such 
disputed information. Respondent shall have no obligation to resolve disputes among 
other businesses as to bill ing or payments. 

C. If a Business notifies Respondent directly (by notifying a customer service representative 
or using an online process provided by Respondent) that it disputes any information that 
Respondent reports about the Business's basic identifying information, such as its name. 
address, or operating status (jn business or out of business), Respondent shall complete 
its investigation within seven (7) business days from the date on which Respondent 
receives notice of the dispute from the Business. This seven-business-day period may be 
extended for not more than seven (7) additional business days if Respondent is unable to 
complete its investigation within seven business days despite reasonable efforts. For 
disputes about a Business's DUNS number (forinstance, incorrect number reported or 
multiple DUNS assigned to the same Business), the time frames in this Part C shall be 
extended by seven (7) business days. 

D. Jf a Business notifies Respondent directly (by notifying a customer service representative 
or using an online process provided by Respondent) that it disputes any information that 
Respondent reports based on publicly available information, such as judgments and liens, 
or on payment experience information: 

I. For any disputed publicly available information, if requested by the Business, 
Respondent shall promptly identify to the disputing Business the open source 
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of the information, to the extent reasonably available, if not already prnvided to 
the Busjness; 

2. For any disputed payment experience information that Respondent does not 
remove from the Business' s record. if requested by the Business, Respondent 
shall, to the extent permitted by the source that l'eported the payment 
experience information, promptly provide the disputing Business with the 
name of such source and the date of the payment experience at issue: provided, 
however, that Respondent may include reasonable limjts on the number of 
items that can be disputed at one time; 

3. Respondent shall complete its investigation within fourteen ( 14) business days 
from the date on which Respondent receives notice of the dispute from the 
Business. This fourteen-business-day period may be extended for not more 
than fourteen (14) additional business days if Respondent is unable to complete 
its investigation within fourteen (14) business days despite reasonable efforts; 
and 

4. If Respondent provides the disputing Business with additional details regarding 
the disputed information pursuant to this Part D, and asks the Business to 
confirm that it continues to dispute the -information in light of the additional 
details, then (i) Respondent may defer any additional reinvestigation until the 
Business informs Respondent that it continues to dispute the information, and 
(ii) the time between when the additional details are provided to the Business 
and when the Business informs Respondent that it continues to dispute the 
information shall not be counted in determining the time periods and deadlines 
set forth in this Part D. 

E. If, after any reinvestigation required by Part C or D of this Section, an item of 
information is found to be inaccurate, or additionally as to payment experience 
information, cannot be verified, Respondent shall promptly adjust its records to correct, 
modify, or delete that item of information to the extent that Respondent has gathered, 
collected, or maintained that item of information. Respondent shall maintain systems 
such that: (i) to the extent Respondent's products provide credit reports, scores, or ratings 
that contain information that updates on a daily basis, the product is designed to display 
the result of the correction. modification, or deletion of such information within four ( 4) 
business days after the investigation is completed; and (ii) to the extent Respondent's 
products provide credit reports, scores, or ratings that contain information that updates on 
a periodic basis, the product is designed to dispJay the result of the correction, 
modification, or deletion of such information no later than Respondent's next periodic 
issuance of the information or an update to the information. 

F. Following any deletion of payment experience information which is found to be 
inaccurate or the accuracy of which cannot be verified, Respondent shall furnish 
notification that the item has been deleted to any entity identified by the affected 
Business, if (1) the identified entity obtained information from Respondent about the 
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affected Business within a period beginning 60 days prior to notice of the dispute that 
resulted in deletion, and (2) the information obtained by the identified entity included or 
relied on the deleted information. 

G. Respondent shalJ maintain reasonable procedures designed to prevent the reoccurrence in 
a Business's credit file and credit repmts of errors corrected pursuant to this Section. 

H. If Respondent removes any payment experience information from a Business's credit 
report pursuant to Part E of this Section. Respondent shall maintain reasonable 
procedures to prevent the reappearance of such information in the Business's ti le unless 
the source of the information con.firms that the information is complete and accurate. 

J. Respondent shall provide notice to a disputing Business of the results of a reinvestigation 
under this Section not later than five (5) business days after the completion of the 
reinvestigation. Such notice shall include a statement that the reinvestigation is 
completed and provide the Business with free access to the information as revised as a 
result of the reinvestigation, other than Respondent's proprietary or derived scores, 
ratings. calculations. summaries, predictions and analyses, that Respondent reports about 
them . 

.I. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Section V, Respondent's responsibilities 
set forth in this Section V apply only to Respondent's own records and reports pertaining 
to a Business. Respondent has no obligation under this Section V to take any action to 
investigate. correct, modify, or delete information that is collected or maintained about a 
Business by Respondent's affiliates or prutners, provided, however. that if a Business 
notifies Respondent directly (by notifying a customer service representatjve or using an 
online process provided by Respondent) that it disputes the accuracy of any such 
information, Respondent shall either (i) request that the affiliate or partner investigate the 
dispute or (ii) provide the Business with information sufficient for the Business to contact 
the affiliate or partner directly to dispute the accuracy of the information. 

VI. Refunds to Customers 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent shall issue refunds as fo llows: 

A. Within sixty (60) days after entry of this Order, Respondent shall provide refunds or 
attempt to provide refunds to all Refund Customers, as defined in this Section, who are 
not Current Customers, in the manner set forth in this Section. For Current Customers 
who receive notice pursuant to Parts A and B of Section Vll, below, Respondent shall 
provide refunds or attempt to provide refunds within forty-five (45) days of receiving the 
Current Customer's notice of cancellation. 
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B. Potential Refund Customers include all Current Customers and former customers of 
CreditBuilder Line Products who: 

I. paid for at least one subscription to a CreditBuilder Line Product on or after April 27, 
2015; 

2. were CreditBuilder Line Product customers before May l , 2020; 

J. have not already received a full refund for the customer's Relevant Subscription 
Term; and, 

4. submitted one or more Trade Reference payment experience requests in the Relevant 
Subscription Term and, 

i. for Businesses that submitted one or two Trade Reference payment 
experience requests in the Relevant Subscription Term, did not have 
all of the experiences accepted, verified, and added to their credit 
report, or 

ii. for Businesses that submitted three or more Trade References in the 
Relevant Subscription Term, had fewer than three separate requested 
Trade Reference payment experiences accepted, verified, and added to 
their credit report. 

iii. The calculation of the number of separate Trade Reference payment 
experiences accepted, verified, and added shall exclude any Trade 
Reference that already had an agreement with Respondent to 
automatically repott commercial payment information to Respondent 
on a regular basis about Businesses, regardless of whether Respondent 
added payment experiences between that Trade Reference and the 
customer to the customer's credit report. 

Provided, however, that if the requirements ofVI.B.1-3 are met, the following shall 
also be Potential Refund Customers if they submitted no Trade Reference payment 
ex.perience requests in the Relevant Subscription term: (a) CredhBuilder 2018 
customers, and (b) Businesses that pw·chased or were Charged for a CreditMonitor 
Substitute Product. 

C. Potential Refund Customers, and their current contact information, must be identified to 
the extent such information is in Respondent's possession, custody or control, including 
from third parties. Potential Refund Customers include those identified at any time, 
including after Respondent's execution of the Agreement through the eligibility period, 
which runs for one (1) year after the issuance date of the Order. 

D. Refund Customers are (i) all Potential Refund Customers who are not Current Customers 
and (ii) Potential Refund Customers who are Current Customers and who timely cancel 
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their current CreditBuilder Line Product subscription pursuant to Section VII of this 
Order. 

E. For Refund Customers who are not Current Customers and who are first identified after 
Respondent first emails or mails Notices pursuant to Section V 11 , Respondent shall issue 
a refund or attempt to issue a refund within forty-five ( 45) days of their identification. 

F. For Refund Customers who are CutTent Customers, Respondent shall issue the amount of 
compensation calculated pursuant to Pait G of this Section through a refund applied to 
the credit card or other method of payment Respondent has on file for the Refund 
Customer. Respondent shall provide such Current Customers, other than those who paid 
for a CreditBuilder 2018 product in the Relevant Subscription Term, with access to all 
functions of Respondent' s CreditMonitor product through the end of the Current 
Customer' s Relevant Subscription Tenn. 

G. For Refund Customers who are not Current Customers or for whom Respondent does not 
have a valid credit card or other method of payment on tile, Respondent shall issue the 
amount of compensation calculated pursuant to Part H of this Section by sending a check 
by United States Postal Service. in accordance with the following instructions: 

I. For Refund Customers who are not Current Customers, Respondent shall include a 
letter in the form shown in Attachment D. 

2. The envelope containing the letter must be in the form shown in Attachment E. 

3. The face of each check must Clearly and Conspicuously state: --Please cash or 
deposit this check within 180 days or it may no longer be good.'' Respondent may 
void any checks that have not been negotiated after 187 days from the date the checks 
were originally mailed, subject to Part 0.5. of this Section. 

4. The mailing must not include any other enclosures or marketing information, and 
shall not in any manner offer any products. 

5. The mailing must be sent by first-cJass mail, postage prepaid, address correction 
service requested with forwarding and return postage guaranteed. For any mailings 
returned as undeliverable, Respondent must use standard address search 
methodologies such as re-checking Respondent' s own data and records and the Postal 
Scrvicc·s National Change of Address database and re-mailing to the corrected 
address within fifteen (15) business days. Respondent may void any re-mailed 
checks that have not been negotiated after 187 days from the date the checks were re­
mailed. 

H. The amount of compensation for each Refund Customer who paid for a CreditBuilder 
Line Product shall be calculated as follows: 
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1. For Refund Customers who paid for a CreditBuilder 2018 product in the Relevant 
Subscription Term, the amount of compensation is the total amount the Refund 
Customer paid Respondent for the Relevant Subscription Term for the CreditBuilder 
2018 product. 

2. For Refund Customers who are Current Customers, other than th.ose who paid for a 
CreditBujlder 2018 product in the Relevant Subscription Term, the amount of 
compensation for each Refund Customer is the total amount the Refund Customer 
paid Respondent for the Relevant Subscription Term for the CreditBuilder Line 
Product reduced by $399, except thal as applicable, the compensation will instead be 
reduced by the Pro Rata Result. 

3. For Refund Customers who are former customers, other than those who paid for a 
CreditBuilder 2018 product in the Relevant Subscription Term, the amount of 
compensation for each Refund Customer is the total amount the Refund Customer 
paid Respondent for the Relevant Subscription Term for the CreditBuilder Line 
Product reduced by $480, except that, as applicable, the compensation will instead be 
reduced by the Pro Rata Result. 

4. If a Refund Customer upgraded or otherwise moved from one CreditBuilder Line 
Product to another Credit Builder Line Product during the Relevant Subscription Term 
and had a portion of a previous payment applied to the upgraded CreditBuilder Line 
Product subscription, the amount of compensation shall include the amount applied to 
the more recent subscription. 

5. ff a Refund Customer already received a partial refund for its CreditBuilder Line 
Product in the Relevant Subscription Term, Respondent may reduce the 
compensation by the amount of the refund already provided. If requested by the 
Commission pursuant to 1.2 below, Respondent must produce any refund records on 
which it relies to reduce compensation pursuant to this Part. 

r. Respondent must report on this refund program under penalty of perjury: 

1. Respondent must submit a report at the conclusion of the program: summarizing its 
compliance, including the total number of, and dollar amounts for. Refund 
Customers, refunds made, refund checks mailed, and refund checks negotiated. 

2. lf a representative of the Commission requests any information regarding the 
program, including any of the underlying customer data, Respondent must submit it 
within ten (10) business days of the request. Upon request by Respondent, this ten­
business-day period may be extended for a reasonable number of days by the 
Commission's requesting representative. and such extension shall not be 
unreasonably withheld. 

3. Failure to provide required refunds or any requested information will be treated as a 
continuing failure to obey this Order. 
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VII. Notification to Current Customers of Covered Products that Automatically Renew 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent shall, within sixty (60) days of entry of this 
Order) provide adequate and timely Notice of this Order by email (if Respondent has an email 
address for the customer) or United States Postal Service (if Respondent does not have an email 
address for the customer) to each Current Customer of a Covered Product that Respondent 
automatically renews, who paid or agreed to pay money to Respondent or Billing Information as 
a means of paying Respondent. 

A. For Current Customers who are Potential Refund Customers with a subscription to a 
CreditBuilder 2018 product, the Notice shall provide notice of th.is Order, information 
about the automatic renewal schedule or subscription end date of the product, and an 
opportunity to cancel their CreditBuilder 2018 subscription and receive a refund. The 
Notice shall be in the exact wording and format set forth in Attachment A. The subject 
line of the email and letter must read "Option to cancel your CreditBuilder product 
and potential refund from Dun & Bradstreet!' The Notice shall include or enclose (if 
by mail) only the information described in Part D of this Section. and shall not include 
any other message, attachment, or enclosure. 

B. For all other Current Customers who are Potential Refund Customers, the Notice shall 
provide notice of th is Order, information about the automatic renewal schedule or 
subscription end date of their prodllct, and an opportunity to cancel their subscription an.d 
receive a partial refund. The Notice shall be in the exact wording and format set forth in 
Attachment 8. The subject line of the email and letter must read "Option to cancel your 
CreditBuilder or Credit Essentials product and potential partial refund from Dun 
& Bradstreet/~ The Notice shall include or enclose (ifby mail) only the information 
described in Part D of this Section, and shall not include any other message, attachment, 
or enclosure. 

C. For all other Current Customers that have a paid subscription to any Covered Product that 
automatica11y renews or would automatically renew absent the application of Section II.A 
of this Order, the Notice shall provide notice of this Order and information about the 
automatic renewal schedule or subscription end date of their Covered Product or 
Products. The Notice shaJI be in the exact wording and format set forth in Attachment C. 
The subject Jine of the email and letter must read "Notice of lawsuit and information 
about your Dun & Bradstreet product or products." The Notice shaJI include or 
enclose (ifby mail) only the information described in Part D of this Section. and shall not 
include any other message, attachment, or enclosure. 

D. The Notice shall inc1ude or enclose {if by mail) the following: 

1. a list of all paid subscriptions to Covered Products, 

2. a list of all paid subscriptions to any of Respondent's other products that the customer 
has purchased from the same business unit responsible for Covered Products, 

Page 15 of20 

Case 3:25-cv-01158 Document 1-2 Filed 09/29/25 Page 16 of 33 PageID 43 



3. a brief description (in comp] iance with Section I of this Order) of each such product. 

4. the price the customer paid for each product in its current term, 

5. the current Jist price and, if different, renewal price, of each such product, 

6. the date each product is scheduled to automatically renew and, for products covered 
by Section IT. A of this Order, the end date of the product subscription term and a 
disclosure that such product will not automatically renew, and 

7. a telephone number that the customer can call to obtain a complete list of 
Respondent's paid products to which the customer subscribes. 

E. Respondent must use reasonable means to attempt to determine whether each Notice sent 
by email pursuant to this Section was opened by the recipient. If Respondent has no 
indication that the recipient opened the email within twenty (20) business days after the 
date Respondent sent it, Respondent shall, within ten ( I 0) additional business days, send 
the Notice (with enclosure) by United States Postal Service. Any deadline for the 
recipient to respond to the Notice shall run only from the last date that Respondent sent a 
Notice to the recipient. 

F, Notices sent by United States Postal Service pursuant to this Section shall be sent first­
class mail, postage prepaid, address correction service requested with forwarding and 
return postage guaranteed. For Notices in the form of Attachment A or Attachment B, 
the front of the envelope shall read ''Option to cance] your CreditBuilder or Credit 
Essentials product and potential refund from Dun & Bradstreet." For Notices in the 
form of Attachment C, the front of the envelope shall read "'Notice of lawsuit and 
information about your Dun & Bradstreet product or products .. " For any mai lings 
returned as undeliverable, Respondent must use standard address search methodologies 
such as re-checking Respondent's own data and records and the Postal Servjce's National 
Change of Address database and re-mail to the correct~d address within fifteen (15) 
business days. 

G. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Order. Respondent shall, within thirty (30) 
days of a written request, provide the Commission with all records reasonably requested 
about each customer to whom a Notice is sent pursuant to this Section. In accordance 
with Section X below, Respondent shall implement systems and procedures designed to 
maintain all of the following records about each such customer, and in accordance with 
this Part G. the FTC may request any or all of them for any such customer: name; all 
known addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses; whether Respondent has any 
indication that the customer opened the Notice email (and, if so, the form of such 
indication); the date or dates that Respondent sent a Notice; whether the customer 
canceled the CreditBuilder Line Product subscription; and copies of all communications 
with the customer that are made through the channels identified in the Notice and that 
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relate to the Notice, including webform submissions. recordings of telephone calls. and 
recordings of voicemail messages. 

VIII. Acknowledgments of the Order 

IT TS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent obtain acknowledgments of receipt of this 
Order: 

A. Respondent. within IO days after the effective date of this Order, must submit to the 
Commission an acknowledgment of receipt of this Order sworn under penalty of perjury. 

8. For 3 years after the issuance date of this Order, Respondent must del iver a copy of lhis 
Order to: (I) all principals, officers, directors, and LLC managers and members: (2) all 
employees having managerial responsibilities for any Covered Product subject to a 
Negative Option Feature, and all agents and representatives who participate in the sale of 
any Covered Product: and (3) any business entity resulting from any change in structure 
as set forth in the Provision titled Compliance Reports and Notices. Delivery must occur 
within lO days after the effective date of this Order for current personnel. For all others, 
delivery must occur within 10 days of when they assume their responsibilities. 

C. From each indjvidual or entity to which Respondent delivered a copy of this Order, 
Respondent must obtain. within 30 days. a signed and dated acknowledgment of receipt 
of this Order. 

IX. Compliance Reports and Notices 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent make timely submissions to the 
Commission: 

A. One year after the issuance date of this Order. Respondent must submit a compliance 
report, sworn under penalty of perjury, in which Respondent must: (1) identify the 
primary physical. postal. and email address and telephone number, as designated points 
of contact, which representatives of the Commission may use to communicate with 
Respondent; (2) identify all of Respondent's businesses by all of their names, telephone 
numbers. and physical. postal. email, and Internet addresses; (3) describe the activities of 
each business. including the goods and services offered and the means of advertising. 
marketing, and sales: (4) describe in detail whether and how Respondent is in compliance 
with each Provision of this Order, including a discussion of all of the changes 
Respondent made to comply with the Order: and (5) provide a copy of each 
Acknowledgment of the Order obtained pursuant to this Order. unless previously 
submitted to the Commission. 

B. For 10 years after the issuance date of this Order, Respondent must submit a compliance 
notice. sworn under penalty of perjury. within 14 days of any change in: (I) any 
designated point of contact: or (2) the structure of Respondent or any entity that 
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Respondent has any ownership interest in or controls directly or indirectly that may affect 
compliance obligations arising under this Order. including: creation. merger, sale. or 
dissolution of the entity or any subsidiary. parent. or affiliate that engages in any acts or 
practices subject to this Order. 

C. Respondent must submit notice of the filing of any bankruptcy petition, insolvency 
proceeding. or similar proceeding by or against Respondent within 14 days of its filing. 

D. Any submission to the Commission required by this Order to be sworn under penalty of 
perjury must be true and accurate and comply with 28 U.S.C. § 1746. such as by 
concluding: " I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of 
America that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on: " __ •• and supplying the 
date, signatory's full name. title (if applicab1e), and signature. 

E. Unless otherwise directed by a Commission representative in writing, all submissions to 
the Commission pursuant to this Order must be emailed to DEbrief@ftc.gov or sent by 
overnight courier (not the U.S. Postal Service) to: Associate Director for Enforcement. 
Bureau of Consumer Protection. Federal Trade Commission, 600 Pennsylvania A venue 
NW, Washington, DC 20580. The subject Line must begin: In re Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., 
[plus !he docket number]. 

X. Rec.ordkeeping 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent must create certain records for 10 years after 
the issuance date of the Order. and retain each such record for 5 years, unless othenvise specified 
below. Specifically. Respondent must create and retain the following records: 

A. accounting records showing the revenues from the sale of aJI Covered Products sold, an~ 
to the extent such records are created and maintained in the ordinary course of business, 
the costs incurred in generating those revenues, and resulting net profit or loss: 

B. personnel records showing, for each person providing services in relation to any aspect of 
the Order, whether as an employee or otherwise, that person 's: name; addresses: 
telephone numbers: job title or position: dates of service: and (if applicable) the reason 
for termination: 

C. copies or records of all consumer complaints and refund requests for Covered Products 
made to customer service, whether received directly or indirectly, such as through a third 
party, and any response; 

D. all records necessary to demonstrate full compliance with each Provision of this Order, 
including all submissions to the Cotnmission; and 

E. a copy of each unique advertisement or other marketing material for Covered Products 
making a representation subject to this Order. 
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XI. Compliance Monitoring 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that. for the purpose of monitoring Respondent's compliance 
with this Order: 

A. Within IO days of receipt of a written request from a representative of the Commission. 
Respondent must: submit additional compliance reports or other requested information, 
which must be sworn under penalty of perjury. and produce records for inspection and 
copying. 

B. For matters concerning this Order, representatives of the Commission are authorized to 
communicate directly with Respondent. Respondent must permit representatives of the 
Commission to interview anyone affiliated with Respondent who has agreed to such an 
interview. The interviewee may have counsel present. 

C. The Commission may use all other lawful means, including posing through its 
representatives as consumers, suppliers, or other individuals or entities, to Respondent or 
any individual or entity affiliated with Respondent, without the necessity of identification 
or prior notice. Nothing in this Order limits the Commission· s lawful use of compulsory 
process. pursuant to Sections 9 and 20 of the FTC Act. 15 U.S.C. §§ 49. 57b-l. 

XII. Order Effective Dates 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order is final and effective upon the date of its 
publication on the Commission's website (fie.gov) as a final order. This Order will terminate 20 
years from the date of its issuance (which date may be stated at the end of this Order. near the 
Commission's seal), or 20 years from the most recent date that the United States or the 
Commission files a complaint (with or without an accompanying settlement) in federal court 
alleging any violalion of this Order1 whichever comes later;provided, however. that the filing of 
such a complaint will not affect the duration of: 

A. Any Provision in this Order that terminates in less than 20 years: 

B. This Order·s application to any Respondent that is not named as a defendant in such 
complaint; and 

C. This Order if such complaint is liled after the Order has terminated pursuant to this 
Provision. 

Provided.further, that if such complaint is dismissed or a federal court rules that the Respondent 
did not violate any Provision of the Order, and the dismissal or ruling is either not appealed or 
upheld on appeal, then the Order will terminate according to this Provision as though the 
complaint had never been filed, except that the Order will not terminate between the date such 
complaint is filed and the later of the deadline for appealing such dismissal or ruling and the date 
such dismissaJ or ruling is upheld on appeal. 
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By the Commission. 

April J. Tabor 
Secretary 

SEAL: 

ISSUED: April 6, 2022 
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ATTACHMENT A 

[D&B letterhead] 

Customer No: XXX XX XXX 

Date 

Re: Option to cancel your CreditBuilder product and potential 
refund from Dun & Bradstreet 

Dear CreditBuilder Customer: 

Our records show that you subscribed to our CreditBuilder product. We’re writing to tell you 
that you can choose to cancel your CreditBuilder subscription and get a refund. 

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC), the nation’s consumer protection agency, recently filed a 
lawsuit against us. The FTC said we made misleading claims in our marketing of CreditBuilder 
and other products, including about your ability to add payment experiences to your credit 
report. We did not admit to these things, but to settle the lawsuit with the FTC, we’re giving 
you the option to cancel your subscription and get a refund. Our records show the following 
CreditBuilder subscription is eligible for cancellation: 

 [Description of the CreditBuilder subscription] 
 You paid $xx.xx for the current subscription term 
 The current list price is $xx.xx 
 Your subscription ends on (Month, Day, Year) 

If you want to cancel your subscription and get a refund, you must let us know within 30 days 
of the date on this letter by 

 calling us at [toll free number], 
 completing the online form at [web form URL], or 
 returning the included Notice of Cancellation and Request for Refund form (Enclosure A) 

to us by mail at the address on the form. 

If you cancel your subscription 

 You’ll get a refund of what you paid for your current subscription term. 
 Within 45 days of the date we get your request to cancel, we’ll issue a credit to the 

method of payment currently on file. (If the payment method we have on file is no 
longer valid, we will send you a check by mail.) 

 You’ll lose access to your CreditBuilder subscription. 
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Cancelling your subscription will not affect your DUNS® number or your business’s 
information, scores, or ratings. 

If you want to keep your subscription, you don’t have to do anything. If you keep your 
CreditBuilder subscription, we won’t automatically renew it and charge you. But, we may 
contact you to ask if you want to renew it. 

[Include the next section only if there WILL NOT be an enclosed list of paid subscriptions in 
addition to CreditBuilder 2018] 

You may have other subscriptions with us. To get a list of products to which you subscribe, call 
us at [(XXX) XXX XXXX]. 

[end of section] 

[Include the next section only if there WILL be an enclosed list of paid subscriptions in 
addition to CreditBuilder 2018] 

We’ve enclosed a list of other paid subscriptions you have, how much you paid for each, when 
it expires, if we’ll automatically renew it, and when we’ll charge you. 

You may have other subscriptions not included in the list. To get a complete list of your 
subscriptions, call us at [(XXX) XXX XXXX]. 

[end of section] 

You can learn more about the FTC’s lawsuit against Dun & Bradstreet at www.ftc.gov/[url]. 

www.ftc.gov/[url
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Enclosure A to Attachment A 

Notice of Cancellation and Request for Refund 

TO: [Address of Company] 

Re: Cancellation Request for Customer No. XXX XX XXX 

I am writing to request cancellation of my CreditBuilder subscription. Please refund my 

payment by issuing a credit to the method of payment currently on file. 
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Enclosure B to Attachment A 

Your Current Subscriptions to Other Paid Products Not Eligible for Refund* 

Subscription Amount You 
Paid for this 
Term 

Current List 
Price 

Your Renewal 
Price 

Date of 
Renewal or 
End of Term 

Product 1 

[description] 

$xx.xx $xx.xx $xx.xx 

Product 2 

[description] 

$xx.xx $xx.xx $xx.xx 

If you see a price in the Your Renewal Price column, that means we will automatically renew 

that subscription on the date listed and we will charge you at the specified renewal price. You 

may contact us at [(XXX) XXX XXXX] at any point before the date the product is scheduled to 

renew to request that we not renew your subscription at the end of the current term. 

* You may have other subscriptions not included in this list. To get a list of products to which 

you subscribe, call us at [(XXX) XXX XXXX]. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

[D&B letterhead] 

Customer No: XXX XX XXX 

Date 

Re: Option to cancel your CreditBuilder or Credit Essentials product 
and potential partial refund from Dun & Bradstreet 

Dear CreditBuilder or Credit Essentials Customer: 

Our records show that you subscribed to our CreditBuilder or Credit Essentials products. We’re 
writing to tell you that you can choose to cancel your CreditBuilder or Credit Essentials 
subscription and get a partial refund. 

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC), the nation’s consumer protection agency, recently filed a 
lawsuit against us. The FTC said we made misleading claims in our marketing of these products, 
including about your ability to add payment experiences to your credit report. We did not 
admit to these things, but to settle the lawsuit with the FTC, we’re giving you the option to 
cancel your subscription and get a partial refund. Our records show the following CreditBuilder 
or Credit Essentials subscription is eligible for cancellation: 

 [Description of the subscription] 
 You paid $xx.xx for the current subscription term 
 The current list price is $xx.xx 
 Your subscription renews on (Month, Day, Year) at a renewal price of $xx.xx. [For 

CreditMonitor Substitute Product customers, replace this bullet with: Your 
subscription ends on (Month, Day, Year)] 

If you want to cancel your subscription and get a refund, you must let us know within 30 days 
of the date on this letter by 

 calling us at [toll free number], 
 completing the following form at [web form URL], or 
 returning the included Notice of Cancellation and Request for Refund form (Enclosure A) 

to us by mail at the address on the form. 

If you cancel your subscription 

 You’ll get a partial refund of what you paid for your current subscription term. 
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 Within 45 days of the date we get your request to cancel, we’ll issue a credit to the 
method of payment currently on file. (If the payment method we have on file is no 
longer valid, we will send you a check by mail.) 

 You’ll keep your access to certain product features on our website for the remainder of 
your current term, including unlimited access to view your Dun & Bradstreet credit 
report. Learn more at [CreditMonitor product description URL]. 

 Cancelling your subscription will not affect your DUNS® number or your business’s 
information, scores, or ratings. 

If you want to keep your subscription, you don’t have to do anything. [Include the next 
sentence only for Credit Monitor Substitute Product customers: If you keep your subscription, 
we won’t automatically renew it and charge you. But, we may contact you to ask if you want to 
renew it.] 

[Include the next section only if there WILL NOT be an enclosed list of paid subscriptions in 
addition to those listed above] 

You may have other subscriptions with us. To get a list of products to which you subscribe, call 
us at [(XXX XXX XXXX]. 

[end of section] 

[Include the next section only if there WILL be an enclosed list of paid subscriptions in 
addition to those listed above] 

We’ve enclosed a list of other paid subscriptions you have, how much you paid for each, when 
it expires, if we’ll automatically renew it, and when we’ll charge you. 

You may have other subscriptions not included in the list. To get a complete list of your 
subscriptions, call us at [(XXX) XXX XXXX]. 

[end of section] 

You can learn more about the FTC’s lawsuit against Dun & Bradstreet at www.ftc.gov/[url]. 

www.ftc.gov/[url
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Enclosure A to Attachment B 

Notice of Cancellation and Request for Partial Refund 

TO: [Address of Company] 

Re: Cancellation Request for Customer No. XXX XX XXX 

I am writing to request cancellation of my (check the appropriate box) 

 CreditBuilder subscription 

 Credit Essentials subscription 

Please partially refund my payment by issuing a credit to the method of payment currently on 

file. 
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Enclosure B to Attachment B 

Your Current Subscriptions to Other Paid Products Not Eligible for Refund* 

Subscription Amount You 
Paid for this 
Term 

Current List 
Price 

Your Renewal 
Price 

Date of 
Renewal or 
End of Term 

Product 1 

[description] 

$xx.xx $xx.xx $xx.xx 

Product 2 

[description] 

$xx.xx $xx.xx $xx.xx 

If you see a price in the Your Renewal Price column, that means we will automatically renew 

that subscription on the date listed and we will charge you at the specified renewal price. You 

may contact us at [(XXX) XXX XXXX] at any point before the date the product is scheduled to 

renew to request that we not renew your subscription at the end of the current term. 

* You may have other subscriptions not included in this list. To get a complete list of your 

subscriptions, call us at [(XXX) XXX XXXX]. 
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ATTACHMENT C 

[D&B letterhead] 

Customer No: XXX XX XXX 

Date 

Re: Notice of lawsuit and information about your Dun & Bradstreet 
product or products 

Dear Customer: 

Our records show that you subscribed to our CreditBuilder, Credit Essentials, or CreditMonitor 
products. The Federal Trade Commission (FTC), the nation’s consumer protection agency, 
recently filed a lawsuit against us. The FTC said we made misleading claims in our marketing of 
these products, including misleading claims about the automatic renewal of our products. 

We did not admit to these things, but to settle the lawsuit with the FTC, we’re giving customers 
information about products they currently subscribe to and information about the automatic 
renewal schedule of those products. 

We’ve enclosed a list of paid subscriptions you have, how much you paid for each, when it 
expires, if we’ll automatically renew it, and when we’ll charge you. 

You may have other subscriptions not included in the list. To get a complete list of your 
subscriptions, call us at [(XXX) XXX XXXX]. 

You can learn more about the FTC’s lawsuit against Dun & Bradstreet at www.ftc.gov/[url]. 

www.ftc.gov/[url
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Enclosure to Attachment C 

Your Current Paid Subscriptions* 

Subscription Amount You 
Paid for this 
Term 

Current List 
Price 

Your Renewal 
Price 

Date of 
Renewal or 
End of Term 

Product 1 

[description] 

$xx.xx $xx.xx $xx.xx 

Product 2 

[description] 

$xx.xx $xx.xx $xx.xx 

If you see a price in the Your Renewal Price column, that means we will automatically renew 

that subscription on the date listed and we will charge you at the specified renewal price. You 

may contact us at [(XXX) XXX XXXX] at any point before the date the product is scheduled to 

renew to request that we not renew your subscription at the end of the current term. 

If you see “N/A” in the Your Renewal Price column, that means we won’t automatically renew 

that subscription when the term is scheduled to end, and we won’t charge you. We may 

contact you about renewing the subscription before it expires. 

* You may have other subscriptions not included in this list. To get a list of products to which 

you subscribe, call us at [(XXX) XXX XXXX]. 
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ATTACHMENT D 

[D&B letterhead] 

Customer No: XXX XX XXX 

Date 

Re: Refund check for CreditBuilder or Credit Essentials subscription from Dun & 

Bradstreet 

Dear Former CreditBuilder or Credit Essentials Customer: 

Our records show that you subscribed to our CreditBuilder or Credit Essentials products. The 

Federal Trade Commission (FTC), the nation’s consumer protection agency, recently filed a 

lawsuit against us. The FTC said our marketing of these products included misleading claims. 

We did not admit to these things, but to settle the lawsuit with the FTC, we’re giving you a 

refund. We’ve enclosed a refund check for the amount you are entitled to receive. Please cash 

or deposit the enclosed check within 180 days. 

If you have any questions, please call [toll free number]. 

You can learn more about the FTC’s lawsuit against Dun & Bradstreet at www.ftc.gov/[url]. 

Sincerely, 

Dun & Bradstreet 

www.ftc.gov/[url
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ATTACHMENT E – 
Envelope Template 

The envelope referenced at Section VI.G.2 must be in the following form, with the underlined text 
completed as directed: 

Dun & Bradstreet, Inc. 
101 John F. Kennedy Parkway 
Short Hills, NJ 07078 

FORWARDING AND RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED ADDRESS CORRECTION 
SERVICE REQUESTED 

[name and 
mailing address of consumer, 
including zip code] 

ABOUT YOUR PURCHASE OF CREDITBUILDER OR CREDIT ESSENTIALS 
AND REFUND 
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[1723196] 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
BEFORE THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 

COMMISSIONERS: Lina M. Khan, Chair 
Noah Joshua Phillips 
Rebecca Kelly Slaughter 
Christine S. Wilson 

In the Matter of 

DUN & BRADSTREET, INC., a corporation,   DOCKET NO. C-4761 
d/b/a D&B. 

COMPLAINT 

The Federal Trade Commission, having reason to believe that Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., a 
corporation, has violated the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act, and it appearing 
to the Commission that this proceeding is in the public interest, alleges:   

1. Respondent Dun & Bradstreet, Inc. (“D&B”), also doing business as D&B, is a 
Delaware corporation with its principal office or place of business at 101 John F. Kennedy 
Parkway, Short Hills, NJ 07078. D&B is a wholly owned subsidiary of The Dun & Bradstreet 
Corporation. 

2. From at least May 2015, Respondent has advertised, marketed, offered for sale, 
sold, and distributed products to small and mid-sized business consumers, including products 
Respondent claims will help a business monitor, manage, and build its business credit report.  
Respondent claims that the products offer a business an easy way to provide D&B with positive 
payment history, otherwise unreported by D&B, to improve the business’s credit report.  In fact, 
Respondent rejects a majority of the submissions, and thousands of businesses that have paid for 
these products cannot get even a single payment experience added to their credit reports.   

3. The acts and practices of Respondent alleged in this complaint have been in or 
affecting commerce, as “commerce” is defined in Section 4 of the Federal Trade Commission 
Act. 
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Respondent’s Business Practices 

Overview 

4. Respondent is involved in the commercial credit reporting business.  Respondent 
maintains files containing information on over 300 million businesses and other entities, 
including nonprofits, cities, counties, municipalities, and other governmental entities 
(hereinafter, collectively referred to as “affected businesses”) worldwide.   

5. Among other things, Respondent creates and maintains commercial credit reports 
on affected businesses. These commercial credit reports contain a variety of information about 
affected businesses, as well as proprietary scores and ratings that Respondent generates and 
assigns. 

6. Respondent makes its credit reports available to entities, including an affected 
business’s potential suppliers and vendors, for a fee.  Respondent has represented that a strong 
credit report may improve an affected business’s chances to qualify for loans, attract new 
customers, increase cash flow, lower interest rates, and negotiate better payment terms. 

7. In many instances, Respondent’s credit reports on small and mid-sized affected 
businesses reflect incorrect or incomplete information, including incorrect information about the 
affected business itself or incomplete information about an affected business’s payment 
experiences with other entities and its overall financial health.  

8. Unlike an individual credit report, a D&B credit report does not identify by name 
the entities that have provided payment information about an affected business.  Nor does a D&B 
credit report list the specific amount and specific date of any transaction reflected in the report.  
Moreover, even when an affected business questions the accuracy of the payment information 
appearing on the report, Respondent will not tell affected businesses the specific sources of 
Respondent’s information about the affected business except when the source permits such 
disclosure. 

9. If Respondent’s credit report reflects incorrect or incomplete information about an 
affected business, the affected business’s only recourse is to deal directly with Respondent to 
seek to correct or supplement the report.     

10. If an affected business contacts Respondent to dispute a payment experience 
appearing on its credit report, Respondent’s policy is to contact the entity that reported the 
information to Respondent and ask it to recheck the payment experience.  Respondent provides 
no new or additional information to the source about the reported payment experience.  Thus, in 
some instances, affected businesses cannot obtain changes through this process, or on their own 
by reaching out directly to the reporting entity.     

11. Affected businesses have suffered negative consequences as a result of 
incomplete and inaccurate information appearing on their credit report, including denial of credit, 
less favorable contract terms, and loss of contracts with other businesses.  
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12. Respondent also offers various paid products to small and mid-sized affected 
businesses, purportedly to help them monitor, manage, and improve their own credit reports.  
Respondent uses the term “credit-on-self” to describe these products, as they purportedly allow 
an affected business to monitor, and have information added to, its own credit report, including 
information that would correct or supplement the information reported by Respondent.  

13. Respondent’s “credit-on-self” products have included products called 
CreditBuilder, CreditBuilder Plus, and CreditBuilder Premium and related products or services, 
including Credit Essentials, a product that includes CreditBuilder features.  Collectively, these 
“credit-on-self” products are referred to herein as “CreditBuilder Line products.”   

14. Respondent has generated sales of CreditBuilder Line products through multiple 
deceptive acts and practices. 

15. For affected businesses dissatisfied with the accuracy or completeness of the 
information Respondent reports about them, Respondent has routinely deceptively claimed that 
purchasing a CreditBuilder Line product is the path by which an affected business can add 
payment history and improve its scores and ratings.   

16. Respondent has routinely deceptively claimed that if an affected business would 
simply purchase a CreditBuilder Line product and provide information to Respondent, 
Respondent would verify that information and add it to the credit report.  For example, in 
pitching CreditBuilder Line products, Respondent’s telemarketers have made specific deceptive 
claims including, “we will contact those companies that you add … [and] verify that payment 
history going back a full 12 months,” and “[i]t’s a really easy process[,] I just need a little bit of 
information from you and we basically take over the rest from there.” 

17. In addition, in numerous instances Respondent’s telemarketers have deceptively 
pitched CreditBuilder Line products to new businesses, and to businesses unfamiliar with 
Respondent, through misleading claims that the affected business needs to purchase a 
CreditBuilder Line product in order to “complete” its credit file.  

18. Respondent has also employed deceptive practices to enable it to collect payments 
from CreditBuilder Line product customers for products different from the ones to which they 
agreed to subscribe.  Moreover, Respondent has deceptively collected credit card information 
from CreditBuilder Line product customers without adequately disclosing material aspects of its 
charging practices, including, in many instances, failing to disclose that at the end of the 
product’s subscription term, Respondent will automatically charge the customer’s credit card 
again for a subscription to a CreditBuilder Line product. 

Background on Respondent’s Credit Reporting Business 

19. To establish a credit file on an affected business, Respondent gathers information 
from sources including public records, payment information supplied to D&B by an affected 
business’s vendors and creditors, and information supplied to D&B by the affected business 
itself.   

Page 3 of 17 



Case 3:25-cv-01158 Document 1-3 Filed 09/29/25 Page 5 of 88 PageID 65 

20. At the time it establishes an affected business’s credit file, Respondent also 
assigns the affected business a DUNS number, a unique, nine-digit identifier of a single affected 
business that ties directly to an affected business’s D&B credit file, and which D&B is solely 
responsible for issuing. In numerous instances, Respondent opens a credit file and assigns a 
DUNS number on its own initiative. In other instances, Respondent does so after an affected 
business contacts D&B to request a DUNS number.  The request for a DUNS number and the 
creation of a credit file and report are free.   

21. Affected businesses often need a DUNS number, because certain entities require 
an affected business to obtain a DUNS number before they will work with the affected business, 
and the federal government has required an affected business to have a DUNS number in order to 
apply for certain federal government contracts or grants.   

22. Although an affected business should only receive a single DUNS number, in 
some instances, Respondent has assigned a single affected business multiple DUNS numbers 
attached to multiple credit files, and has included different information about the affected 
business in each credit file.  

23. An affected business’s D&B credit report includes basic information about the 
affected business, such as its name, address, and principals, and public information on any 
judgments or liens. In numerous instances, Respondent reports incorrect or incomplete basic and 
public information about an affected business.   

24. An affected business’s D&B credit report may include information relating to 
how the affected business pays its bills, such as whether the affected business pays its bills on 
time, is late, or is delinquent. Respondent bases this element of its business credit reports on 
commercial payment information that it receives from other entities.   

25. Respondent sometimes refers to the sources that supply commercial payment 
information to D&B as “Trade References,” and other times uses the term “Trade References” to 
refer to the payment information these entities provide to D&B.   

26. According to Respondent, only a small number of entities have agreements with 
D&B to automatically report commercial payment information or “payment experiences” to 
D&B on a regular basis about affected businesses with which the entities do business.  
Respondent sometimes refers to these entities as “Trade Tape Providers.”  The Trade Tape 
Providers have varied over time. 

27. Of the tens of millions of businesses in the United States, at any given time only 
approximately 3,000-5,000 companies are Trade Tape Providers. 

28. In numerous instances, an affected business’s payment experiences will go 
unreported by D&B. First, an affected business’s suppliers, vendors, and other entities the 
affected business works with often are not Trade Tape Providers and therefore do not 
automatically report an affected business’s payment experiences to D&B.  Second, even if the 
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affected business has a relationship with a Trade Tape Provider, in some instances, D&B fails to 
report the payment experiences because the Trade Tape Provider may not have provided the 
particular affected business’s payment experiences to D&B, and/or D&B fails to match the 
reported payment experiences to the affected business.   

29. Even when Respondent reports payment experiences, in some instances, such 
payment experiences may be incorrect.  Because Respondent reports what Trade Tape Providers 
send to Respondent, any errors in the Trade Tape Provider’s data are inherently reflected in what 
Respondent reports on an affected business’s credit report.   

30. If Respondent contacts a Trade Tape Provider about a dispute from an affected 
business, and receives no response at all from the Trade Tape Provider, Respondent’s practice is 
to delete the disputed payment experience. However, if the same Trade Tape Provider later 
provides another file to Respondent that contains the same disputed payment experience, 
Respondent will again report it. Thus, an affected business may believe that it has effectively 
disputed erroneous payment experience data only to later see it reappear.   

31. In addition to reporting on an affected business’s payment experiences, 
Respondent assigns an affected business various scores and ratings, which appear on the affected 
business’s credit report. These scores and ratings purportedly reflect the creditworthiness of the 
affected business, including predicting the likelihood that the affected business will experience 
financial distress or cease operations over the next year.   

32. Respondent calculates many of the scores and ratings by using payment 
experience information that it receives from Trade References regarding how an affected 
business pays its bills. As Respondent often receives limited or no payment experience 
information about an affected business, and as data provided from Trade Tape Providers may 
contain errors, in many instances the scores and ratings that Respondent assigns, particularly as 
to small and mid-sized businesses, may not accurately reflect how the affected business has 
performed in the past and/or how it will perform in the future.    

33. The manner in which Respondent gathers and maintains data can result in it 
reporting errors and incomplete information. Even in the course of producing CreditBuilder Line 
product information to the Commission during the investigation of this matter, Respondent 
produced data containing errors such as incorrect basic information about Respondent’s 
customers. 

Background on Respondent’s CreditBuilder Line Products  

34. Respondent has represented that CreditBuilder Line products allow an affected 
business to submit the names of the entities it does business with—its own Trade Reference 
information—to Respondent so that Respondent can add the affected business’s payment 
experiences with these entities to the affected business’s credit report.   

35. The number of Trade References that Respondent permits a subscriber to add to 
its credit report differs depending on the CreditBuilder Line product.  The basic CreditBuilder 
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product allows subscribers to add up to four Trade References per year, CreditBuilder Plus 
allows subscribers to add a maximum of 12 Trade References per year, and CreditBuilder 
Premium allows subscribers to add an unlimited number of Trade References.  

36. Most of Respondent’s CreditBuilder Line products are sold as annual 
subscriptions and are generally non-refundable during their term.  Respondent typically collects 
subscribers’ credit card information and collects full payment for the term up-front.  Respondent 
then automatically renews and charges for CreditBuilder Line products at the beginning of each 
succeeding term unless the subscriber notifies D&B before the end of the term that it does not 
want to renew. 

37. For annual subscriptions, the current list price for the basic CreditBuilder product 
is $899, for CreditBuilder Plus it is $1,499, and for CreditBuilder Premium it is $1,999.  
Respondent sometimes charges an additional $149 one-time activation fee at the time of 
purchase. 

38. In approximately August 2017, Respondent introduced Credit Essentials for 
$1,599 per year. Credit Essentials included access to two products, the basic CreditBuilder 
product and Respondent’s Credit Reporter product, which, among other things, allowed a 
subscriber to monitor the reports of five other companies. 

39.  In approximately April 2018, Respondent stopped selling the Credit Essentials 
product described in Paragraph 38 above and began offering a new Credit Essentials product 
(sometimes referred to as Credit Essentials Plus) for $2,499 per year. This new Credit Essentials 
product combined features of CreditBuilder Premium and Credit Reporter.   

How Respondent Introduces CreditBuilder Line Products to Potential Subscribers 

40. In numerous instances, after learning about what they believe to be incomplete or 
inaccurate payment-related information and/or inaccurate scores and ratings appearing on their 
D&B credit reports, affected businesses have contacted Respondent to complain.  Respondent 
has routinely offered these affected businesses a CreditBuilder Line product as a way to improve 
their reports. Respondent’s telemarketers have routinely told such affected businesses that 
purchasing a CreditBuilder Line product is the only way to improve their D&B credit reports. 

41. Respondent has also offered CreditBuilder Line products when an affected 
business calls after receiving one or more of Respondent’s “business credit notification” mailers. 
These mailers represent, for instance, that the affected business’s scores have declined and urge 
the affected business to call a D&B “Credit Advisor” or “Account Manager” to learn how to 
“safeguard” the affected business.   

42. For example, one mailer claims that a D&B customer has purchased the affected 
business’s file, and the file contains the affected business’s “Delinquency Predictor Score, which 
has declined.” It warns, “a low Delinquency Predictor Score may mean that you have an 
increased risk of delinquent payments.”  The mailer advises: 
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Affected businesses are urged to call Respondent to learn more about the inquiry and how D&B 
may help the affected business impact its score. 

43. Respondent also has marketed CreditBuilder Line products directly to affected 
businesses through outbound calls and emails. In many instances, Respondent initiates these 
marketing calls and emails after an affected business has submitted a request for a free DUNS 
number or free credit report, or after Respondent has sent the affected business one or more 
business credit notification mailers as described in Paragraphs 41 and 42, above.   

Respondent’s Telemarketers Tell Potential Subscribers that it Is Easy to Add Trade 
References and that Respondent Will Actively Help Them 

44. Respondent’s telemarketers have routinely begun their sales pitch for 
CreditBuilder Line products by representing that the affected business’s credit report contains 
limited and/or negative payment information, that the vast majority of companies do not report 
payment experiences automatically to D&B, and that therefore, it is up to the affected business to 
manage, report, and update its own D&B credit report.   

45. Respondent has claimed that CreditBuilder Line products allow an affected 
business to manually submit or self-report to D&B its Trade References, and/or add the names of 
its vendors and suppliers to increase the positive payment experiences in its credit report.  
Respondent has claimed that once an affected business submits its Trade References using the 
CreditBuilder Line product, Respondent contacts the Trade References to verify the payment 
history and then adds the payment information to the affected business’s credit report.   

46. Respondent has claimed that CreditBuilder Line products will improve, build, 
and/or establish an affected business’s credit report, and move its credit scores and ratings in a 
positive direction.   

47. Respondent has represented that it will actively assist the affected business in 
getting its payment experiences added to the credit report. 

48. Specifically, Respondent’s telemarketers have represented:   

 [T]here’s only a small percentage of companies that actually automatically record 
[sic] payment history to Dun & Bradstreet….  So when you’re in a niche type of 
line of business, then it’s even harder to get payment history on here….  If you 
want to build the report up, you can actually self-report some of the expenses that 
aren’t being captured on here where you provide … the contact information for 
the vendor. We’ll go to that vendor to get the payment history to verify and add 
to your credit report. 
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[Ex. A, Sales Call Tr. 8:20-10:1] 

• [T]o have an impact on your scores and your ratings, you are going to need to add 
more references in here – more payment references to help improve your payment 
summary.… So that’s where the service comes in. So that’s done through the 
CreditBuilder. So that’s a service that you pay for, and that allows you to add the 
payment history to help improve your status on Dun & Bradstreet. 
[Ex. B, Sales Call Tr. 14:2-14:11] 

• [T]here’s only a handful of companies that report to Dun & Bradstreet…. We 
make it so we give you full access to your files so you can give us all that – those 
companies that you pay out to operate your business, and we put them – we help 
you get that on the report…. So basically you give us the names and the address 
of those companies and then we go and help them get all that financial date [sic] 
on the report for you.  
[Ex. C, Sales Call Tr. 9:7-9:16] 

• [I]t’s up to you to self-report…. So what I would actually do is set you guys up 
with a service called CreditBuilder Premium that allows you guys to self-report 
your operating expenses by giving us the names of the companies that you guys 
are doing business with so that we can reach out to them and gather all your 
payment history to get the information updated for you on the file …. 
[Ex. D, Sales Call Tr. 7:22, 9:14-9:20] 

• So usually a company will pay for the service fee, they’ll log in, they’ll add their 
top 25 vendors. It takes about 20, 25 minutes. And then we do the rest of the 
work. We contact them; verify the credit limits and terms; and they mainly input 
that information on your report for you. That way, when you have customers or 
vendors and banks and whoever is pulling the report, they’re more likely to see 
that financial strength. 
[Ex. E, Sales Call Tr. 7:16-7:24] 

49. Respondent listened to the stored recordings of the calls described in Paragraph 
48, above, after businesses filed complaints against it with the Better Business Bureau.  Although 
Respondent occasionally cited some of the telemarketers for violating company policies, such as 
“using fear to sell product,” Respondent did not cite any of the telemarketers for violating 
company policy regarding their presentation of and their statements made about CreditBuilder 
Line products. 

50. Despite notice of complaints from business customers concerning the sale of 
CreditBuilder Line products, Respondent has continued to make claims similar to those in 
Paragraph 48. For instance: 

• [T]he way that a credit report works in the business world is once you get a 
number assigned, there are scores and ratings that are going to showcase how 
you’re operating and how you pay your bills…. So we do not get that information 

automatically usually. So what you’re going to need to do is, you know, the 30 
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vendors that you had mentioned that you have…we’re going to need to physically 
submit and add them on to your credit report.  
[Ex. F, Sales Call Tr. 13:12-24] 

 [Y]ou simply give us the names and the contact detail of the company that you 
pay bills to. Even if you’re paying up-front using your own debit card right now, 
paying in cash, it doesn’t matter. However you’re paying, you log in here, you 
give us the names and contact detail, we will contact those companies that you 
add. We verify that payment history going back a full 12 months and we manually 
(recording malfunction) that payment history on the report….Now, this DUNS 
number is free. The credit report for the business is free. Again, there’s only a cost 
involved in you submitting the bills because, again, we’re not a reporting 
company, we don’t know who you’re paying. You’re essentially hiring us to work 
for you. 
[Ex. G, Sales Call Tr. 17:4-12, 19:13-18] 

 Just email me the contact information of who you’re going to be making 
payments to and then our trade department is going to do the rest of the work 
from there by calling those companies to verify how much you spent with them, 
the percentage that was paid on time, and if you have any terms with them. And 
then once we verify that information, then that gets added into the report. It’s a 
really easy process. I just need a little bit of information from you and we 
basically take over the rest from there. 
[Ex. H, Sales Call Tr. 7:18-8:2] 

Subscribers Find that it Is Not Easy to Get Trade References Accepted and 
Payments Added, and Respondent Does Not Actively Help Them 

51. Although Respondent has represented to affected businesses that it is easy to have 
their Trade References accepted and unreported payment experiences added to their credit 
reports, in numerous instances and for various reasons, Respondent has rejected Trade 
References added by CreditBuilder Line customers and declined to include the information on 
their credit report.   

52. For example, if a CreditBuilder Line customer submits a company that is a Trade 
Tape Provider, Respondent rejects that submission regardless of whether the entity has actually 
reported on the customer; if the Trade Tape Provider has not reported on the customer, 
Respondent will not bother to contact the entity to let it know it should be doing so.    

53. Respondent also rejects submissions of entities that appear on its no-contact list.  
In numerous instances, these companies are precisely the types of large and well-known vendors 
and suppliers that an affected business may seek to have added to its credit report.  While the 
companies on the no-contact list have varied over time, examples have included prominent 
vendors such as Fortune 500 computer companies, internet and telecommunications companies, 
a very large and well-known shipping company, a supplier of paints, coatings and related 
products, a hardware company, and a construction rental company. 
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54. On the other end of the spectrum, when affected businesses submit smaller 
vendors or suppliers as Trade References, Respondent rejects any entity that itself does not have 
a DUNS number and a credit file that is complete, active, and in good standing.  Respondent has 
claimed that basic information missing from the potential Trade Reference’s D&B file renders 
the file incomplete, and has caused Respondent to reject the submission.  In the past, that has 
included minor gaps such as a missing telephone number or address. 

55. Contrary to its telemarketing pitch, Respondent does not help subscribers in their 
efforts to have payment experiences added to their credit report.  For example, Respondent does 
not tell affected businesses why it rejects specific submitted Trade References. Individual 
CreditBuilder Line subscribers have submitted the same proposed Trade References multiple 
times, unaware that Respondent is automatically rejecting the proposed Trade Reference because 
it is a Trade Tape Provider or on a no-contact list. 

56. Moreover, in prior years, if a submitted Trade Reference simply asked 
Respondent for confirmation that the CreditBuilder Line customer had authorized the Trade 
Reference to disclose payment information, D&B rejected the submission outright.  If Trade 
Reference contact information provided to D&B by an affected business was not accurate, 
Respondent did not request corrected or updated contact information from the submitter, nor did 
it check its own database or public records to see if it had or could locate current contact 
information for the Trade Reference. Instead, Respondent just rejected the Trade Reference. 

57. Respondent knows CreditBuilder Line product subscribers often cannot get their 
Trade References accepted.  In fact, when customers attempt to cancel their CreditBuilder Line 
product because their Trade References are being declined, Respondent has trained its 
telemarketers to pitch higher-priced, upgraded products that purportedly provide subscribers with 
a dedicated D&B employee to help get Trade References added. Contrary to Respondent’s 

previous claims about the ease of getting their Trade Reference information added, Respondent 
has instructed its telemarketers to explain to customers who complain that their CreditBuilder 
Line product was a waste of money that submitting Trade References is not really an easy 
process, and that the higher-priced product would allow a dedicated D&B employee to use a 
variety of “tips” and “tricks” to help get the payment experiences added. 

58. For thousands of affected businesses that have purchased and attempted to use a 
CreditBuilder Line product, Respondent has not accepted even a single submitted Trade 
Reference, which means that using a CreditBuilder Line product did not allow these affected 
businesses to have any unreported payment experiences added to their D&B credit reports.  
Overall, Respondent has rejected more than half of the total number of Trade References its 
customers have submitted through the CreditBuilder, CreditBuilder Plus, and CreditBuilder 
Premium products. 
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Respondent Tells Potential Subscribers they Need a CreditBuilder Line Product to 
Complete their Report, for Scores and Ratings, or for their Background Check 

59. In addition to making the Trade Reference claims described above, Respondent 
has represented to potential subscribers, typically those that have applied for a free DUNS 
number and/or are newer businesses, that the D&B credit file will not be useful without a 
CreditBuilder Line product. In numerous instances, Respondent has claimed that a CreditBuilder 
Line product is needed to complete the credit file and enable the potential subscriber to become 
eligible for D&B scores and ratings.  Respondent has also represented that a CreditBuilder Line 
product is necessary for D&B to conduct a background check that is required to establish the 
affected business’s file. 

60. For instance, in the course of making CreditBuilder Line product sales pitches, 
Respondent’s telemarketers have represented: 

 [T]he application you submitted, typically, it would take 30 business days. But, 
again, it does leave your file incomplete. So you wouldn’t even yet qualify for the 
full set of ratings. So we will initiate a background check so that way you have 
that completed report. That will only take … three to five business days. And then 
once that is completed, we typically start your scores and ratings in the mid-range. 
That way, you’re not showing poor ratings right from the beginning.… In order 
for us to initiate the background check and to get the links and logins so that way 
you’ll have the full access to self-report. That would be through a Credit Builder 
basic platform. We just roll this out to newer companies or companies who don’t 
have the DUNS number just yet. 
[Ex H, Sales Call Tr. 10:10-20, 11:5-10] 

 [T]he application that you submitted, typically it would take up to 30 business 
days to receive, but what happens is it does leave the file incomplete. So you 
wouldn’t yet qualify for all seven scores and ratings that are attached to the 
DUNS number. So since you’re using this for commercial purposes -- and that’s 
one reason, we want to make sure at the very minimum you do have that 
completed report. So we will initiate a background check. We don’t need any 
legal documents from you. We’ll get all of that squared away over here. And then 
within three to five business days, once you confirm the company was registered 
and if there’s been any lawsuits or bankruptcies, we complete your file for the 
lifetime of the company…. In order for us to initiate the background check and to 
get the links and logins so that way you have the full access to the report, that is 
through a Credit Builder Basic platform. We just roll this out to newer companies. 
[Ex I, Sales Call Tr. 11:19-12:9, 14:25-15:4] 

 So you actually already have the DUNS number. It’s just that it’s attached to an 
incomplete credit file…. So what we need to do is get you set up so that you get a 
completed report. That’s just going to mean that we confirm operations, make 
sure there are no lawsuits, liens, judgments … bankruptcies…. and then we’ll set 
you up so that you can add in the names of those suppliers so we can help you 
start to build the credit…. So what we’ll do is we’ll set you up on the entry-level 
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service. It’s only $1,499, and it’s going to complete your report for the life of the 
business.” 
[Ex J, Sales Call Tr. 15:13-16:5, 17:12-15] 

61. In fact, an affected business does not need to purchase a CreditBuilder Line 
product in order for Respondent to conduct a background check or to verify background 
information for a credit file. 

62. A CreditBuilder Line product also is not needed to “complete” an affected 
business’s credit file. In the context of determining whether a Trade Reference is qualified, 
Respondent has represented that a “complete” file means it includes all basic information, such 
as name and contact information.  However, affected businesses can use one of Respondent’s 
free online platforms to add or update their basic information and submit financial statements.   
Affected businesses also can, and often do, provide much of this information to Respondent over 
the telephone. 

63. Moreover, a CreditBuilder Line product cannot “complete” a business’s credit file 
in terms of ensuring that the file contains all relevant credit information, since, in numerous 
instances, payment experience information will still be missing or incomplete.  For instance, as 
described above, Respondent often does not add payment experience information to an affected 
business’s credit file automatically or manually.   

64. An affected business with a DUNS number and credit file is eligible to receive its 
D&B scores and ratings without a CreditBuilder Line product.  At the same time, a CreditBuilder 
Line product cannot ensure that an affected business will in fact receive them all.  For instance, 
Respondent requires an affected business to have three payment experiences for a score that 
Respondent refers to as a PAYDEX score.  In numerous instances, an affected business that 
purchases a CreditBuilder Line product will not be able to add sufficient payment experiences to 
generate this score. 

65. Respondent has used its claim that an affected business’s credit file is or will be 
incomplete in a marketing campaign to “drive customer traffic” and “maximize” its 
CreditBuilder Line sales opportunities. Respondent has referred to this marketing campaign as 
its “incomplete file campaign.” 

66. Information produced by Respondent to the Commission during the investigation 
of this matter shows that thousands of CreditBuilder Line customers have never submitted even a 
single Trade Reference and never once logged in to their CreditBuilder Line accounts on D&B’s 
online portal.  This evidence supports a strong inference that Respondent’s deceptive claims that 
an affected business must purchase a CreditBuilder Line product to avoid having an 
“incomplete” D&B file have been material and effective. 

Respondent’s Deceptive Product Renewal Practices  

67. Many times, Respondent’s telemarketers have failed to tell affected businesses 
that, at the end of the subscription term, D&B will automatically charge the affected business 

Page 12 of 17 



Case 3:25-cv-01158 Document 1-3 Filed 09/29/25 Page 14 of 88 PageID 74 

again for a subscription to the CreditBuilder Line product being purchased, and that the charge 
will be in the amount of the product’s “then current price.”  

68. In the instances when Respondent’s telemarketers have made this auto-renewal 
disclosure, or something similar, Respondent’s telemarketers have typically buried it in a 
statement after the affected business has already agreed to the purchase and provided its payment 
information. At the time of the initial purchase, Respondent’s telemarketers have not informed 
subscribers that D&B may later substitute a different CreditBuilder Line product for the one that 
the customer is purchasing. 

69. In numerous instances, Respondent has automatically renewed an affected 
business’s CreditBuilder Line subscription at a materially higher price than the price the 
subscriber agreed to at the time of the purchase, without notice or adequate notice to the 
customer in advance of the price increase.  Respondent has done this by routinely increasing the 
list price of CreditBuilder Line products and charging the higher price at the time of the 
automatic renewal. Respondent has also done this by eliminating certain CreditBuilder Line 
products and moving existing subscribers into different and higher-priced CreditBuilder Line 
products, a practice Respondent has referred to as “product migration.”   

70. As an example of an automatic renewal at a materially higher price, in November 
2015, Respondent increased the annual list price of CreditBuilder Plus from $1,099 to $1,399, 
and increased it again in July 2016 to $1,599. By 2016, subscribers that purchased CreditBuilder 
Plus at $1,099 were automatically renewed at the “then current price” of $1,599.  Despite the 
45% price increase, there was no change to the CreditBuilder Plus features.  In numerous 
instances, Respondent did not provide affected businesses with notice or adequate notice of the 
price increase before automatically renewing the product. 

71. Two examples of Respondent’s product migration and price increase practices 
involve the basic CreditBuilder product and a product called “Credit Monitor.”  In Spring 2015, 
Respondent temporarily stopped making the basic CreditBuilder product available.  At that time, 
the basic CreditBuilder product had a list price of $949.  At the time of automatic renewal, 
instead of renewing the product to which the affected business had subscribed, Respondent 
moved numerous basic subscribers into a higher-priced CreditBuilder Plus product that, by July 
2016, cost $1,599 per year, a price increase of more than 65% for a product the subscriber did 
not order. Also in July 2016, Respondent stopped offering its $499 Credit Monitor product and 
moved those subscribers to Respondent’s $1,599 CreditBuilder Plus at the time of their 
automatic renewal. In numerous instances, Respondent did not provide affected businesses with 
notice or adequate notice before the product migration.   

72. Although Respondent has used its “then current price” disclosure to justify 
charging an affected business more for a product than it agreed to pay for its initial subscription, 
when Respondent has reduced the list price of a CreditBuilder Line product, Respondent has 
continued automatically renewing existing CreditBuilder Line customers at the former higher list 
price rather than the new, reduced, “then current price.”   

Page 13 of 17 



Case 3:25-cv-01158 Document 1-3 Filed 09/29/25 Page 15 of 88 PageID 75 

73. Nor has Respondent applied its product migration practices and automatic 
renewal “at the then current price” in a way that would restore subscribers’ original purchases 
and reduce the amount Respondent charges.  Not long after Respondent eliminated the basic 
CreditBuilder and Credit Monitor products in 2015 and 2016, respectively, it reintroduced both 
in early 2018. However, Respondent did not move any of the subscribers it had previously 
moved from these products to the materially higher-priced CreditBuilder Plus through product 
migration back to the lower-priced products they had originally agreed to purchase. 

74. In addition to the automatic renewal and product migration practices described 
above, in numerous instances, Respondent has affirmatively misrepresented to affected 
businesses the CreditBuilder Line product that Respondent is attempting to renew, allowing 
Respondent to move subscribers from one CreditBuilder Line product to another product or into 
higher-priced products without notice to subscribers.     

75. For instance, beginning in approximately August 2017, when Respondent 
attempted to auto-renew a CreditBuilder Plus subscription for a customer whose payment 
method on file was no longer valid, Respondent’s telemarketers would call the subscriber to get 
updated payment information. In some of those instances, Respondent’s telemarketers moved 
CreditBuilder Plus subscribers to Respondent’s new, $1,599 Credit Essentials product by falsely 
representing to the CreditBuilder Plus subscribers that Respondent was calling to renew their 
current subscription, the subscriber needed to provide updated payment information for the 
renewal, and the CreditBuilder Plus product had been renamed Credit Essentials but was the 
same as the subscriber’s current product.   

76. Although Respondent represented to these CreditBuilder Plus subscribers that 
CreditBuilder Plus and Credit Essentials were the same product, they were not.  For instance, 
among other material changes in features, Credit Essentials allowed subscribers to add only four 
Trade References per year, while CreditBuilder Plus allowed subscribers to add 12 Trade 
References per year. 

77. As another example, in approximately April 2018, Respondent stopped offering 
the Credit Essentials product described in Paragraphs 75 and 76, above, and began offering a 
new $2,499 Credit Essentials product (sometimes referred to as Credit Essentials Plus), which 
allowed the subscriber to add an unlimited number of Trade References.  If the affected 
business’s payment method on file was not valid and did not allow for an automatic renewal of 
the $1,599 Credit Essentials product, Respondent called the subscriber and represented that the 
subscriber’s service was set to renew and that Respondent needed to collect updated payment 
information. In fact, Respondent was not calling to renew the affected business’s current $1,599 
Credit Essentials product, but instead, to move the affected business into the different, higher-
priced Credit Essentials Plus product. 

78.  Respondent has routinely moved affected businesses from one product to 
another, told affected businesses that they have one product when in fact they have a different 
product, and has sold additional related products and add-on products.  As a result, affected 
businesses often experience confusion about what product or products they are paying for and 
what the current features of those products are.   

Page 14 of 17 



Case 3:25-cv-01158 Document 1-3 Filed 09/29/25 Page 16 of 88 PageID 76 

Count I 
False or Misleading Claims Regarding CreditBuilder Line Products:  Trade References 

79. In numerous instances in connection with the advertising, promotion, offering for 
sale or sale of CreditBuilder Line products, Respondent has represented, directly or indirectly, 
expressly or by implication, that: 

a. Using a CreditBuilder Line product allows an affected business to have its 
previously unreported commercial payment experiences added to the affected 
business’s credit report. 

b. Respondent will actively assist CreditBuilder Line product subscribers in adding 
such unreported commercial payment experience information to the affected 
business’s credit report. 

80. In fact, in numerous instances in which Respondent has made the representations 
set forth in Paragraph 79, using a CreditBuilder Line product does not allow an affected business 
to have its previously unreported commercial payment experiences added to the affected 
business’s credit report, and Respondent does not actively assist CreditBuilder Line product 
subscribers in adding unreported commercial payment experience information to the affected 
business’s credit report.  Therefore, the representations set forth in Paragraph 79 are false or 
misleading. 

Count II 
False or Misleading Claims Regarding CreditBuilder Line Products:  Status of Report 

81. In numerous instances, in connection with the advertising, promotion, offering for 
sale, or sale of its CreditBuilder Line products, Respondent has represented, directly or 
indirectly, expressly or by implication, that CreditBuilder Line products are required for 
Respondent to conduct a background check on the affected business or will provide an affected 
business with a complete report including a full set of scores and ratings.     

82. In fact, CreditBuilder Line products are not required for Respondent to conduct a 
background check on the affected business, and will not always provide an affected business 
with a complete report including a full set of scores and ratings.  Therefore, the representations 
set forth in Paragraph 81 are false or misleading. 

Count III 
False or Misleading Claims Regarding CreditBuilder Line Products:  

Collection and Renewal 

83. In numerous instances in connection with collecting updated payment information 
for CreditBuilder Line products that are scheduled to renew, Respondent has represented, 
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directly or indirectly, expressly or by implication, that Respondent is collecting payment for and 
is renewing the product that the affected business purchased the prior term. 

84. In fact, in numerous instances in which Respondent has made the representation 
set forth in Paragraph 83, Respondent is not collecting payment for and is not renewing the 
product that the affected business purchased the prior term.  Therefore, the representation set 
forth in Paragraph 83 is false or misleading.    

Count IV 
Failure to Disclose: Renewal Practices 

85. In numerous instances in connection with the advertising, promotion, offering for 
sale, or sale of its CreditBuilder Line products, Respondent has represented that it collects 
customer credit card data for payment so that the customer may subscribe to a CreditBuilder 
Line product for a designated period (e.g., 12 months). 

86.  In fact, in numerous instances in which Respondent has made the representation 
set forth in Paragraph 85, Respondent has failed to disclose or disclose adequately, that: 

a. At the end of the designated period, and at the end of each succeeding designated 
period until cancelled, Respondent will automatically charge the customer’s credit 
card again for a subscription to a CreditBuilder Line product. 

b. At Respondent’s unilateral choice, the CreditBuilder Line product for which 
Respondent will charge the customer at the end of the designated period, or any 
succeeding designated period, may be materially different from the CreditBuilder 
Line product to which the customer originally subscribed. 

c. If the list price of the CreditBuilder Line product to which the customer is 
subscribing increases, Respondent will charge the customer the increased price, 
but if the list price of the CreditBuilder Line product to which the customer is 
subscribing is reduced, Respondent will not give the customer the benefit of the 
price reduction and will charge the customer at the higher previous price. 

d. If at any time Respondent unilaterally moves the customer into a different 
CreditBuilder Line product from the one to which the customer is subscribing, 
Respondent will not unilaterally move the customer back to the product to which 
the customer originally subscribed. 

87. These facts would be material to affected businesses in their purchase decisions 
regarding CreditBuilder Line products. 

88. Respondent’s failure to disclose or disclose adequately the material information 
described in Paragraph 86, in light of the representation set forth in Paragraph 85, is a deceptive 
act or practice.    

Page 16 of 17 



Case 3:25-cv-01158 Document 1-3 Filed 09/29/25 Page 18 of 88 PageID 78 

Count V 
Unfair Dispute Investigation and Resolution Practices 

89. As described in Paragraphs 7-11, 22, 23, 29-33 and 40, in numerous instances, 
Respondent has reported incorrect information on affected businesses’ D&B credit reports, yet 
has not provided affected businesses with a reasonable means to dispute such information.   

90. This practice has caused or is likely to cause substantial injury to consumers that 
is not outweighed by countervailing benefits to consumers or competition and is not reasonably 
avoidable by consumers themselves. This practice is an unfair act or practice. 

Violations of Section 5 

91. The acts and practices of Respondent as alleged in this complaint constitute unfair 
or deceptive acts or practices in or affecting commerce in violation of Section 5(a) of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act. 

THEREFORE, the Federal Trade Commission this 6th day of April, 2022, has issued this 
Complaint against Respondent.   

By the Commission.   

April J. Tabor 
Secretary 

SEAL: 
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 P R O C E E D I N G S 

 - - - - -

 FTC-00008796 

 STEVE: . 

 RACHEL: Hi, is Steve available? 

 STEVE: This is Steve. 

 RACHEL: Hi, Steve. It’s Rachel from Dun & 

 Bradstreet on a recorded line. We were chatting online 

 there about the credit files. 

 STEVE: Yes. Can I close my chat file now? 

 RACHEL: Yeah, you can close that out. 

 STEVE: All right. Okay. 

 RACHEL: All right. So is this the first time 

 that you (inaudible) about your credit file; that you’ve 

 ever really needed the credit report before? 

 STEVE: Yeah. 

 RACHEL: Okay. 

 STEVE: We got it in 2005. 

 RACHEL: Okay. 

 STEVE: We were applying for a federal grant 

 from the Department of Education. We had to have a Dun & 

 Bradstreet number. And after we got the grant, I just 

 didn’t -- didn’t even know what my number was after that. 

 I could go back on my original -- look all that up and 

 find it. But I was like, okay, huh. 
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1 business then it's even harder to get payment hist01y on 
2 here. 
3 STEVE: So most of om -- most of our companies 
4 that we deal with don 't even 1·eport to y' all. So -­
5 RACHEL: Yeah. 
6 STEVE: -- if we don't check up on it and then 
7 update it. then it doesn 't get done. 
8 RACHEL: Any futther than what it is nm,v 
9 because. I mean, there is $22,800 in here. So it 's not 

10 like there' s zero dollars. It's just it ' s not a lot. 
11 You can use --
12 STEVE: Right. 
13 RACHEL: -- servi ces that we provide. So yon 
14 can update all that basic and demographic information 
15 that I was talking about. You can update all of that for 
16 free online. 
17 STEVE: Okay. 
18 RACHEL: If you want to build the rep01t up, 
19 you can actually self-rep011 some of the expenses that 
20 aren' t being captured on here where you provide -­
21 STEVE: Okay. 
22 RACHEL: -- the contact infonnation for the 
23 vendor. 
24 STEVE: Okay. 
25 RACHEL: We 'll go to that vendor to get the 

10 

1 payment hist01y to verify and add to your credit report. 
2 STEVE: So how do I do that? Do I do that -­
3 whe1·e do I do that at? 
4 RACHEL: That's (inaudible) of self-reporting 
5 vendors. So that process of self-rep01ting vendors is a 
6 service that we provide. It 's a paid-for service. So 
7 your company --
8 STEVE: Okay. 
9 RACHEL: -- would pmchase the service with us. 

10 It s called Credit Builder Plus. It gives you access to 
ll monitor your scores for a year and it gives you the 
12 ability to rep01t vendor infonnation for up to 12 vendors 
13 over the course of the year. 
14 And at the san1e time, you can dispute those 
15 payments. But you can dispute those for free. You don' t 
16 need a paid-for service to do that. Okay? 
17 STEVE: Okay. 
18 RACHEL: Now, the service retails at $1,599. 
19 But based off of the size ofyour business and the 
20 limited nwnber of expenses that you have, we '11 offer you 
21 a discount if you're interested in proactively building 
22 the rep011. That brings the cost of the service down to 
23 $800. 
24 STEVE: Well, I'd like to know what it is 
25 first. You know, I'd like to go in there and check on 

11 

1 that. 
2 RACHEL: On what is in the report cunently? 
3 STEVE: Right. 
4 RACHEL: Okay. So you c.an do that right on our 
5 website for free. 
6 STEVE: Okay. 
7 RACHEL: What you want to do is go on the 
8 website and register yom email address. 
9 STEVE: What is my number anyway? 

10 RACHEL: Your DUNS nwnber -- let me give it to 
11 you -- isl--
12 STEVE: Okay,1-­
13 RACHEL: No, it'sl -­
14 STEVE: Oha-·I'm son • 
15 RACHEL: Yes. 
16 STEVE: So . 
17 RACHEL: Yes. 
18 STEVE: So three zeroes and. 
19 RACHEL: And at the very begmmng is a ■ 
20 STEVE: Got that. 
21 RACHEL: Yeah. So it's a total of nine digits . 
22 STEVE: I always wony about the big zeroes. 
23 You know, the zeroes, man, you can tell -- that gets you 
24 off real quick. It 's got to be the right nwnber. 
25 RACHEL: Right, yeah. 

12 

1 STEVE: Sony about my bad joke about owner and 
2 chiefbottle washe1·. I -- when you're a small business, 
3 you do a lot of things. 
4 RACHEL: Oh, no, no. That's okay. It wasn't a 
5 problem at all. I mean, I understand exactly how -- how 
6 that works. You're a jack of all trndes. You do all 
7 kinds ofstuff for the company. 
8 STEVE: Yes, yes, yes, yes. 
9 RACHEL: I mean, realistically your scmes and 

10 ratings, I don't know how long ago this company pulled a 
ll copy ofyour report. It looks like they pulled it -- the 
12 most recent pulls happened in the last 90 days. But they 
13 didn t happen, like --
14 STEVE: Probably one of those was-
15 - -
16 RACHEL: -- last March. 
17 STEVE: ---
18 RACHEL: Yes. So it doesn't look like they 
19 checked it last month. And last month is when that 
20 $20,000 payment. the negative payment was reported to 
21 the credit file. So if you go onto om- website and you 
22 register for a free accmmt right on the website. you can 
23 take a look at the free .infonnation iu the credit file. 
24 the basic info for free, including that payment h.ist01y. 
25 STEVE: Right. 
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1 RACHEL: And you can put the disputes in to at 
2 least statt getting access and figuring out, _you know, 
3 what' s in here and get to the bottom of that patt. 
4 STEVE: Sure. Excellent. Okay. Well I will 
5 take -care ofthat. 
6 RACHEL: Okay? 
7 STEVE: And I appreciate your help. So I' ll 
8 know what to do. Like I say, after we got the grant, I 
9 didn't really want a DUNS number because we' re such a 

10 small business. 
11 RACHEL: Mm-hmm. Yes. Well, and you're not 
12 going to need it for a lot of things. It s just every 
13 once --
14 STEVE: No. 
15 RACHEL: -- in a while, you know you're going 
16 to nm into a situation where somebody wai1ts to look at 
17 it. So --
18 STEVE: Wel~ou this: We got 
19 -- there was another----
20 RACHEL: Mm-lumn. 
21 STEVE: - that we got a lot of mail for. It 
22 was collection stuff. But it wasn't us. They were a -­
23 some type of construction type thing. 
24 RACHEL: Okay. So that could be part of the 
25 problem as to what is showing up on yom credit files . 

14 

1 STEVE: Yeah. We got some shlff and it had 
2 another person's name on it that we didn ·t. recognize. 
3 And the phone number was different. And I guess they -­
4 and we actually had a lady call us one time from, like, 
5 Georgia --
6 RACHEL: Mm-hmm. 
7 STEVE: -- and said, you know, is thilll 
8 - And I said yes. And she said, well, I had a 
9 ~ent that came out to an - in 

10 ---and what did I buy from there? I 
11 said, did you have a drug test? And she said no. I 
12 said, well. that' s not us. then. 
13 RACHEL: Yeah. Wow. That's crazy. 
14 STEVE: We do drug tests. All we do is dmg 
15 and alcohol testing and DNA testing. 
16 RACHEL: Yeah. 
17 STEVE: And it was -­
18 RACHEL: TI1at's so weird. 
19 STEVE: --acompany, ___in 
20 - thatacrually ~her. 
21 RACHEL: Wow. So then it is a ve1y good chance 
22 that some of this information in the repmt could be 
23 connected with -
24 STEVE: Now I think they since -­
25 RACHEL: -- this company. 

15 

1 STEVE: -- went out of business --
2 RACHEL: Oh,_ okay. 
3 STEVE: -- a couple or three years ago. But 
4 that's been fom or five years ago that happened. I 
5 think they went out of business a couple or three years 
6 ago. They were -- they did. like. home improvement type 
7 stuff, you know, remodeling and things like that. 
8 RACHEL: Mm-hmm. 
9 STEVE: Did some concrete and custom rock work, 

10 you know, stone work, patios and things like that. 
11 RACHEL: Right, yeah. Like general 
12 construction sh1ff. Gotcha. 
13 STEVE: Yeah, basically. 
14 lli\CHEL: Well. I mean, once you put these 
15 payments in for dispute, we'll get to the bottom of them 
16 with you. 
17 STEVE: Okay. 
18 RACHEL: And ifwe find that there 's a 
19 situation where the payment really doesn't belong to your 
20 business, then we're going to remove it from the credit 
21 report. 
22 STEVE: Excellent,. 
23 RACHEL: Let me give you a phone number, too.,_ 
24 to follow up with in case you have any issues getting 
25 into the account or ifyou have any problems or anything 

16 

1 like that. 
2 STEVE: Okay. 
3 RACHEL: You can call - -­
4 STEVE: ■--
5 RACHEL~. --
6 STEVE: And I've got everything else 
7 here now that I nee . 1'm going to print all this off 
8 and that way I'll have all my info1mation. And -­
9 RACHEL: Perfect. Yeah, reach out to us -

10 STEVE: Okay. 
11 RACHEL: - if you need anytlring else. Okay? 
12 STEVE: I appreciate that. 
13 RACHEL: Have a good day. 
14 STEVE: Uh-huh. 
15 RACHEL: Bye-bye. 
16 (The call was concluded.) 
17 (The recording was concluded.) 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
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 P R O C E E D I N G S 

 - - - - -

 FTC-00008797 

 STEVE: , this is Steve. May I 

 help you? 

 MICKEY: Hi, Steve. This is Mickey with Dun & 

 Bradstreet. 

 STEVE: Oh --

 We’re on a recorded line. Hello, how are you? 

 STEVE: Yeah, I was told earlier that I can go 

 on there and -- without having to pay --

 MICKEY: Uh-huh. 

 STEVE: -- contest a report. 

 MICKEY: So you can dispute --

 STEVE: Because it’s showing a $20,000 --

 MICKEY: Slow payment? 

 STEVE: Something that is on there that I 

 wasn’t aware of. 

 MICKEY: Okay. And I wanted to let you know 

 the call is recorded for quality. 

 STEVE: Sure. 

 MICKEY: So I’m just -- my system is loading up 

 your report right now. So I’m trying to take a look at 

 it so that we can address the situation here. 

 STEVE: Okay. 
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1 twice. 
2 STEVE: Hang on just a second here. 
3 (Brief pause.) 
4 STEVE: Yeah, it's actually $34,000. And I 
5 have an agreement -- payment agreen1ent for $100 a month. 
6 That's going to be reduced even further. They actually 
7 -- because I have an attorney working on it. 
8 MICKEY: Mm-hmm. 
9 STEVE: TI1ey are looking into that because they 

10 were saying we didn't file some 1120Ss, which we did, and 
11 941s. So I had to turn all those over that I had here. 
12 MICKEY: Okay. 
13 STEVE: And they' re going to go back and 
14 renegotiate that. It's probably going to be closer to 
15 $14,000 is what the attorney said. 
16 MICKEY: Oh, good. So you guys should be able 
17 to pay that off. 
18 STEVE: So that 's why they just did it for $100 
19 a month because. I mean. you can't owe that much money to 
20 the IRS and they're going to let you pay $100 a month. 
21 MICKEY: Right. 
22 STEVE: Yeah. And so they even defened the 
23 payments until March, the end ofMarch, so they could get 
24 all this cleaned up before the payments sta.ti. 
25 MICKEY: Okay. So you canjust view those. 

14 

1 Like I said earlier. basic updates and disputes are done 
2 at no charge. But to be honest with you, to have a.ti 
3 impact on your scores and your ratings, you a.t·e going to 
4 need to add more references in here -- more payment 
5 references to help improve your payment srunmaiy. 
6 STEVE: Okay. 
7 MICKEY: So that 's where the service comes in. 
8 So that's done through the CreditBuilder. So thars a 
9 service that you pay for, and that allows you to add the 

10 payment histmy to help improve your status on Duo & 
11 Bradstreet. 
12 STEVE: Okay. And these -- these loans that 
13 are out-
14 MICKEY-.. TI1e --
15 STEVE: , all of that, those a.t·e 
16 probably going to e -
17 MICKEY: Validated? 
18 STEVE: No. Those a.t·e probably going to be 
19 wiped out. Those were -- the State Attorney General is 
20 fixing to go after some of these companies. And I -- we 
21 took this money out we were the fast part of last yeai·. 
22 We took some big bits in our business. We do the dmg 
23 and alcohol testing. We lost about $6.000 a month in 
24 gross revenues, and $12 000 in bad debt invoices from oil 
25 and gas producers and oil fill service companies that 

15 

1 went out of business. 
2 MICKEY: Oh, no. 
3 STEVE: And --yes. And so I took out some --
4 a couple of these advances just to kind of bridge. They 
5 are -- the attomey general here I think is fixing to 
6 file a class action lawsuit, it sounds like. Because 
7 some of these places are doing those daily pays, which 
8 they were doing with us, and it ' s the way they're 
9 compounding them. It looks like interest rate, which I 

10 didn't understand. 
11 They said, you know, we're giving you this -­
12 you know, this rate at 15 percent. But what it is it ' s 
13 15 percent of your daily gross revenues, and so it ends 
14 up to be like 200, 300 percent interest, which is illegal 
15 in the State o~ because the State o~ has a. 
16 set maxinmm interest rate that can be charged on loans. 
17 MICKEY: Oh. okay. Well, as soon as you get 
18 that. if you do get those paid or ifyou want to dispute 
19 those. you can always dispute them off of the repot1. 
20 too . And that 's part of the free service. The only 
21 problem is is you'1·e only able to dispute five items at a 
22 time. 
23 STEVE: Right. 
24 MICKEY: So you can dispute the five and 
25 then --

16 

1 STEVE: The only one I need to -- the only one 
2 I need to fix right now, the main one. is that lien 
3 because that's - of course, the lien stays in force, but 
4 we do have a agreement --
5 MICKEY: Yeah. And atthis point-­
6 STEVE: -- which I have in writing. 
7 :MICKEY: -- I mean, it looks like there's two 
8 that are the same lien being repmied. 
9 STEVE: Right. 

10 MICKEY: Okay. So that -- because it's on 
11 there tv.rice, it looks like it's two separate lieus when 
12 you look. like. on paper. You know what I mean? 
13 STEVE: Right. 
14 :rvllCKEY: So you're going to need to dispute 
15 those. And then plus that $20,000 slow payment or the 
16 unfavorable counuent. That also needs to be taken care 
17 of, too. 
18 STEVE: Right. 
19 MICKEY: And then in the meantime, you're going 
20 to need start adding in the trade.lines. Now you can't 
21 see this on your end. but there have been 11 inquities on 
22 the rep011. 
23 STEVE: Right. 
24 MICKEY: So those a.t·e other companies purchased 
25 a new1·ep011 to run a 1isk assessment on yotL Other than 
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1 card processing company here in tovm. I said, we don' t 
2 use them; we use Intuit Quick:Books for all of our credit 
3 card processing. And so -- it was weird. 
4 :MICKEY: That is. That is 1·eally weird. Okay. 
5 Because it' s strange that the state would even let them 
6 register the name so close to yoms, or even the exact 
7 same name. 
8 STEVE: Now, I use - I don t use my home 
9 address on anything because of what we do for a living. 

10 We have -- we don' t give out our address. We've had our 
11 house vandalized twice. 
12 MICKEY: Uhhh, really? 
13 STEVE: Yes. 
14 MICKEY: So -- so what you're doing right now, 
15 it is going to make you verify that. But we're not 
16 posting it anywhere. 
17 STEVE: Right. 
18 MICKEY: What you' re doing is you have to 
19 authenticate to confirm you are who you say you are in 
20 order to have access to the disputes --
21 STEVE: Okay. So nobody has access to this? 
22 MICKEY: No. We don' t publish that or 
23 anything. 
24 STEVE: Okay. TI1at's good. Because -- yeah, 
25 we do dmg testing for the comts here. And --

22 

1 :MICKEY: Oh, I see. 
2 STEVE: Yeah. You have people lose their 
3 children. They tend to get a little upset. 
4 MICKEY: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. Even though it ' s 
5 really their fault. 
6 STEVE: Well, it' s never their fault. 
7 MICKEY: Oh, right; right. 
8 STEVE: And - is no longer in the business. 
9 MICKEY: Okay. Yeah, I seen her listed --

STEVE: ___10 
11 MICKEY: Okay. I wasn' t sure ifshe was your 
12 • or not or--
13 STEVE: -
14 MICKEY: - business partner. Okay. 
15 STEVE: 
16 
17 --~~YJI___ -18 
19 MICKEY~---
20 STEVE: --•■1111•• 
21 
22 arrang~~~:--••••• 
23 --■24 

STEVE: It-■■---
25 MICKEY: -■-1111 

23 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

SIEVE:••MICKEY: Right. 
6 STEVE: Okay. Oh, wow. what's this? 
7 Professional license. We don't really have one even 
8 though I have them. It' s not required --
9 MICKEY: What is that? What is it asking you? 

10 SIEVE: Professional license. You're not going 
11 to have ours on here. 
12 MICKEY: Yeah. Is it a requirement to put 
13 something there? Ifnot, I would just skip that. 
14 SIEVE: I don t think so, no. 
15 MICKEY: Okay. 
16 STEVE: No, it 's not. 
17 MICKEY: Okay. 
18 SIEVE: It does not have an asterisk or 
19 anything. 
20 MICKEY: Okay. 
21 STEVE: We don't have a website. I have a 
22 Facebook, but11ot really. 
23 MICKEY: That's fine . 
24 SIEVE: I don' t twiddle, twitter or -- I call 
25 it tweedle and -- because to me it's useless. 

24 

1 MICKEY: Yeah. I have a Facebook, but that's 
2 it. I don t do lnstagram and -
3 STEVE: I don't do all that. 
4 MICKEY: - Twitter and -
5 STEVE: No, we have a Facebook page -­
6 MICKEY: -- Snape.hat and --
7 STEVE: -- but it 's more. -- it ' s more -- we 
8 have people that get us on Facebook to ask questions, I 
9 had this drug test at such and such and it did this, and 

10 you know, I was told that you guys can help me and tell 
11 me what to do. And so it's more-professional. It ' s a 
12 business Facebook page. We don t really use it that 
13 much. It s a question and answer thing for me. 
14 :MICKEY: Yeah. And ifyou're doing it for the 
15 court, you really don' t have to, like, market your 
16 business out. Right? Unless you --
17 STEVE: Wedo. 
18 MICKEY: -- guys are trying to find more -­
19 STEVE: We do. But we don' t --
20 MICKEY: -- companies to reach out to. 
21 STEVE: -- market much because it all comes 
22 from our other -- our customers. So we're loading your 
23 information; this may take a few minutes. But. yeah, we 
24 -- we don't realiy -- we used to have.a website and, I 
25 don' t know, I'm a quirky person. I'm not -- what are the 
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1 details. Huh. Liens for -- there it is. 1bere's four 
2 of those. So I could do all -- I could do two of those, 
3 couldn't I? 
4 MICKEY: You should be able to, yeah. 
5 STE\lE: Because they' re all for the same 
6 amount. Is that what you're showing? 
7 :MlCKEY: The two, the tvvo bottmn ones were for 
8 the same amount. 
9 STEVE: What is that showing, the $40.000? 

LO MICKEY: Forty-yeah. like43 each. Let me 
L1 pull it back up. 
12 STEVE: And what are the top ones for? 
l3 MICKEY: Yeah,43. 
14 STEVE: That one should be the 4,800. 
15 MICKEY: The top one is for 2,900, and then the 
16 second one down doesn't have a number. 
17 STE\fE: Okay. They were filed on the same day. 
18 So it' s probably the same filing. 
19 MICKEY: Start ·with the two bottom ones because 
20 those are the worst or lhe largest amounts -
21 STEVE: Okay. 
22 MICKEY: - I should say. 
23 STEVE: All right. Okay. Now, one ofthose­
24 rm going to do both of them because that 's not the 
2 5 ammmt. That' s 1he same filing. 

30 

l MICKEY: Yeah. Just put not correct amount. 
2 STEVE: Upload - it says upload. 
3 MICKEY: Oh, -that's right You've got to put 
4 some documents in there. 
5 Sl~VE: Okay. 
6 MICKEY: rmsony, I forgot about that. So 
7 you - you have the dOClllllent right now, right? 
8 STEVE: So l can put that agreement-- l can 
9 put that payment agreement in there -

LO MICKEY: Yeah. 
L1 STEVE: - and 1hat would - okay. 
12 MICKEY: Hopefully- hopefully it' s going to 
13 remove it. I can't guarantee that it's going to remove 
l4 it. Hut ifnot, rm hoping at least they're going to 
15 remove one so lhat there's not 1he two listings on there 
16 so it doesn't look like you owe 90 grand. I mean. that's 
17 a lot ofmooey. 
18 STEVE: Right. Yeah, yeah. And it's not 
19 actually l.lll.l.dJ even. So -
20 :MICKEY: Mn-hmm. I mean, you're -you're like 
21 a third ofthat. So if~ can get it down to 30.000. 
22 that v.,fil probably look a lot better. 
23 STEVE: Hang on a second Let me get 1he 
24 phone. IRS. Yeah. that was pretty strange dealing with 
25 all that. Well, you sure need an attorney, though. 

31 

I MICKEY: Whats !hat? And then when you 1Iy to 
2 call and to get it straightened out you're spending 
3 hours on the line. 
4 STEVE: Well it's - you know, ifs one of 
5 those things that you do stupid things when you panic. 
6 MICKEY: Mm-hmm. 
7 STEVE: And I thought. okay, well ·what I'll do 
8 is I'll just hold off on paying some of these 94 ls am 
9 bminess will pi.ck up and I'll pay a little late fee and 

LO a penalty and tbat will be alJ she v.'IOte and v.ae'll catch 
L1 up. 
12 MICKEY: Yeah. It doesn'twO£k out that way, 
l3 huh? 
14 STEVE: Yeah. 1hat was stupid 
15 MICKEY: Well at lea.g now you know for the 
16 future. 
17 

SIBVE: •---■- -■-
18 •• MlCKEY: ----•■-■19 
20 STEVE: Yeah. 
21 I I I I I 

I I I22 Ii I I I 11 II
23 I I I I I I I 
24 I I ll I 
25 

1 
2 

MICKEY:3 ~··-···-
32 

-4 
5 SIBVE: -~-Ir-If 
6 
7 MI 
8 STE 
9 

LO -MI 
L1 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 MICKEY: Oh, no. 
22 STEVE: Mm-hmm. 
23 :MICKEY: That's temble. 
24 STEVE: So I had to go down today and. take care 
25 of that That v.-as always good 
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 P R O C E E D I N G S 
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 FTC-00008800 

 RONNIE: Thank you for calling Dun & 

 Bradstreet. All calls are recorded. This is Ronnie. 

 How may I help you? 

 PHILIP Hey, there, Ronnie. Philip 

How are yo 

 RONNIE: Hello. I’m great, how are you? 

 PHILIP 

 

Good. Hey, trying --

 RONNIE: Good. 

 PHILIP -- to pull up these reports on 

 my business here, and I -- I don’t know what to do. It’s 

 my first time doing it. I was trying to get credit 

 somewhere and somebody said some shit’s showing up on my 

 Dun & Bradstreet report. So I need to see what it looked 

 like. 

 RONNIE: Okay. Let’s -- let me help you with 

 that. Let’s see here. May I have your DUNS number? 

 PHILIP No, I didn’t even know I had 

 one. 

 RONNIE: Oh, okay. Let me see if you have one 

 here. So a lot of times you could be given one 

 organically once you get recognized as a business. 

 PHILIP I had to look it up by telephone 
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l nll1llber when I was on yow- website. It wouldn't accept 
2 the business name for some reason. 
3 Oka . What's our business name? 
4 
5 
6 
7 RONNIE: Okay. 
8 PHILIP--
9 RONNIE: And where is yow- business located? 

10 PHILIP -
11 Okay, awesome. Thank 
12 you. And may I have yotu· name for compliance pmposes? 
13 PHJLIP - Phil 
14 RONNIE: All right, l'hil. 
15 PHILIP - Phil~ 
16 RONNIE: Thanks, Phil. All right, Phil. I'm 
17 looking at your company credit report right now. Your 
18 DUNS number is . It says 
19 the CEO is Matthew 
20 PHJLIP 
21 RONNIE: Is that -- is.th.at right. Phil? 
22 PHILIP- TI1at is correct. 
23 RONNIE: All dght: perfect. It shows that 
24 you're a $9 millioi1 company. 
25 PHILIP - Yep. 

6 

I RONNIE: You have inquiries on your repo1t. I 
2 guess, Phil, how familiar are yon with Dun & Bradstreet, 
3 sir? 
4 PHILIP- I remember talking about you 
5 guys when I was in college. 
6 RONNIE: Okay, nice. 
7 PHILIP- Butother than th.at... 
8 RONNIE: What was you talking about in college? 
9 PHILIP- You know, I just remember it 

10 being mention~ ofmy college classes. 
11 RONNIE: Okay. Well. you're fan1iliar with your 
12 personal credit Phil. bow that works with TransUnion -­
13 PHILIP- Yes. 
14 RONNIE: -- Equifax, Experian, how they hold 
15 your personal credit? So we - Dun & Bradstreet, we hold 
16 your business credit TI1at DUNS number is like the 
17 Social Security number to your business, and attached is 
18 your company credit repo1t th.at I'm cunently looking at 
19 right now. There is activity on tl1e report. Typically 
20 what that means is that activity i:, companies or 
21 businesses that you are cunently working with, it looks 
22 like they reached out to Dun & Bradstreet and tl1ey 
23 pm:chased a co of our company credit file. 
24 PHILIP Okay. Yeah, that should have 
25 been recently. 

7 

1 RONNIE: Yeah,,yealL It 's -- is- the 
2 manufachuing company? 
3 PHILIP- No. It's a- company. 
4 RONNIE: Okay. And why would they be 
5 _purchasing your rep01t, Phil? 
6 PHILIP- Because we're increasing the 
7 amount of business we're doing with them. 
8 RONNIE: Oh, nice. Okay. Let me go over this 
9 basic demographics with you really quick. I want to make 

10 slU'e this is going out correctly. ; your 
11 DUNS munber is . That's on the report. Your 
12 phone number is . Is that coJTect, Phil? 
13 PHILIP , that is C0ffect. 
14 RONNIE: Pe1fect. And then your address is 
15 •- (inaudible) thousand 
16 six. So I've got to ask you for -- being a $9 million 
17 company, you only have three employees? 
18 PHILIP- Yeah. 
19 RONNIE: And then Matthew- . single 
20 location; sales is $9 million: business services is your 
21 line of business. What is it you guys do? What is 
22 - ? 
23 PHILIP - We're in the telecommunication 
24 industry. 
25 RONNIE: So I would -- like, if I want to do a 

8 

1 conference meeting. you would set that up for me? That's 
2 how, I'm assuming? 
3 PHILIP- Yeah, mn1-hmm. 
4 RONNIE: Okay. cool. How do you get your 
5 customers? 
6 PHILIP- They come to us. 
7 RONNIE: All right, nice. Well, you have ten 
8 inquities. Typically that means, like I was telling you, 
9 businesses you're more than likely working wi:th purchased 

10 a copy ofyolll' company credit report They spend up to 
11 188 bucks to look at yourfmancial resmne. 
12 PHILIP- Yeah. Apparently something bad 
13 is on there. 
14 RONNIE: Okay. Why do you say that? What's 
15 going on? 
16 PHILIP - Well, because -- because they 
17 said after looking at our Dun & Bradstreet they wouldn' t 
18 give us the credit. We have to give them cash to cover 
19 our--
20 RONNIE: Okay. Okay. 
21 PHILIP- I need to know what's wrong on 
22 there so I can fix it. 
23 RONNIE~. 
24 PHILIP - And that's why I'm calling you. 
25 
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 FTC-00009300 

 NICOLE MOORE: Dun & Bradstreet. This is 

 Nicole. How can I assist you? 

 RHONDA Nicole, my name’s Rhonda 

 and I have a -- a Dun & Bradstreet number, and 

 someone’s reported that I’m $1,000 late on a bill for the 

 month of -- month of December. 

 NICOLE MOORE: Okay. 

 RHONDA I pay $18 million worth of 

 bills a year --

 NICOLE MOORE: Mm-hmm. 

 RHONDA -- and this $1,000 bill, I 

 don’t know who it is, I need to find out so we can get it 

 corrected. 

 NICOLE MOORE: Okay. All right. Give me one 

 second here --

 RHONDA How do I go about finding it 

 out? 

 NICOLE MOORE: Well, let’s go over your account 

 here. What’s your DUNS number that’s at the top of that 

 notification? 

 RHONDA One -- 10 --

 NICOLE MOORE: Your DUNS number -- oop, okay. 
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 P R O C E E D I N G S 
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 JIM: Dun & Bradstreet. All calls are 

 recorded. This is Jim. 

 MICHAEL Jeff [sic], this is Michael 

 , DUNS Number 

 

 JIM: Just give me a second or two to pull up 

 your report. I guess in the meantime, how familiar are 

 you with Dun & Bradstreet, like who we are and what we 

 do? 

 MICHAEL Pretty much. 

 JIM: Okay. I have it. And what prompted your 

 call today? 

 MICHAEL Okay, I got a letter from you 

 guys that’s saying that we have a low delinquency 

 predictor score. I’m very unhappy about that. We pay 

 all our bills on time without fail forever. And, so, why 

 you’re coming up with this number, I don’t know. I don’t 

 like the fact that if anybody checks on us they’re going 

 to see this. It needs fixed. 

 JIM: Okay. Well, I’ll be happy to help you 

 with that. So let me look. Yeah, your payment behavior 

 is really good. The issue is -- is there’s just not a 
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 P R O C E E D I N G S 

 - - - - -

 FTC-00009741 

 PETER: Hello. 

 NICKI: Hi, is this Peter? 

 PETER: Yes, it is. 

 NICKI: Hi, this is Nicki with Dun & Bradstreet 

 on a recorded line. 

 PETER: Yes. 

 NICKI: All right. So what are you trying to 

 get done? 

 PETER: I’m trying to establish credit in the 

 company. We have decent revenue, we have 30 probably 

 vendors we pay every month, and I realized we’re not 

 establishing any credit. So I wanted to figure out how 

 -- what’s the best process to do that. We’ve acquired a 

 couple companies so I’m just trying to figure out what 

 our steps are to get our holding company to establish 

 credit. 

 NICKI: Absolutely. So I can definitely help 

 you with that. Now, is the holding company -- which I 

 may be looking at something totally different. But 

 attached to your phone number, there is a business by the 

 name of . Is that the one that 

 you’re referring to? 
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1 PETER: No, that 's another company I own. 
2 NICKI: Okay. So which one are we talking 
3 about here? 
4 Piiii-•TER: Whatl'm todo--it'scalled 
5 1111 -
6 NICKI: okay. 
7 PETER: Yeah. 
8 NICKI: It sounds like you're used to saying 
9 the website 011 a regular basis. 

10 PETER: Yeah, yeah. 
11 NICKI: All right. And then what state is the 
12 holdings company in? 
13 PETER: It's in 
14 NICKI: In 
15 at, too? 
16 PETER: Yes. 
17 NICKI: Okay. That's a nice area to be. I'm 
18 in TucsoIL Arizona --
19 PETER: Oh, nice. 
20 NICKI: -- in the dese1t. 
21 PETER: That's not bad. 
22 NICKI: Yeah. It' s not bad because we do get 
23 the wann weather in the winter,■--■-------
24 ··---- So--
25 PETER: Yeah. 

6 

1 NICKI: -- it's unfortunate. What city in 
2 is it? 
3 PETER: - · I have an EIN number from 
4 some -- does that help? 
5 NICKI: Do you have the Drm & Bradr,treet 
6 number? 
7 PETER: I don't have one yet I don't believe. 
8 NICKI: Okay. allright. So we may have to 
9 generate it. So what are the businesses that fall 

10 underneath the 110ldings? 
11 PETER: I have -- let me see. I have --
12 they're all on ---- own all of them and -­
13 but they're just ~ y 're DBAs. 
14 NICKI: Okay. 
15 PETER: And I own like seven schools. 
16 NICKI: Oh. like elementary schools or -­
17 PETER: Oh, preschools. I own two -
18 schools and then I owe one, two, tluee, four Immersion 
19 schools for (inaudible). 
20 NICKI: Wow. 
21 PETER: Oh. yeah. We're opening another one 
22 m-
23 NICKI: That's amazing. 
24 PETER: -- well, a seventh location in August. 
25 NICKI: Wow, congratulations. That's awesome. 

7 

1 PETER: Yeah. 
2 NICKI: Yeah, I have two -- I have three kids, 
3 but two smaller ones. I have a three-year-old, so 
4 preschool age. and then a one-year-old. 
5 PETER: Okay. okay. 
6 NICKI: Yeah. So fortunately, my mother-in-law 
7 does a lot of the babysitting for me while I'm at woFk. 
8 But I am looking for a preschool. 
9 PETER: Huh. Well, you -- I 'm sure -- well. 

10 - ; you looked that up first, v,e 're the 
11 distributors for for schools. 
12 NICKI: Oh. okay. 
13 PETER: Have you seen- ? Have you guys 
14 used that? 
15 NICKI: No, I'm going to Google it right no\v. 
16 What is it called? 
17 PETER: 
18 NICKI: 
19 PETER: Yeah. 
20 NICKI: Okay. Yeah. I'm going to -- and does 
21 that reach all the way out to Arizona? 
22 PETER: Oh, yeah, it's a website for kids ages 
23 two to eight. 
24 NICKI: Oh. 
25 PETER: And it's a (inaudible) program. You've 

8 

1 probably seen it on TV. It's on TV like a hundred times 
l a day on Sprout, Super Y, Disney. and --
3 NICKI: Yeah. 
4 PETER: -- Nickelodeon. 
5 NICKI: Yeah, I've seen this. 
6 PETER: That kind of stuff, yeah. That's -­
7 NICKI: You said that you --
8 PETER: Yeah,_ , my first company that 
9 you brought up, that -- we distribute -- we have 11,000 

10 schools using that throughout the United States. 
11 NICKI: That is an1azing. That is Teally quite 
12 -- I'm actually going to copy this down and show it to my 
13 son because he's so into like electronics and TV and, you 
14 know good thing for him, he really likes the learning 
15 stuff and the learning songs and stuff like that. But --
16 PETER: Yeah, there's so much (inaudible). 
17 They get their own --
18 NICKI: -- there's so much out there. 
19 PETER: Yeah, they get their own avatar, they 
20 get all the biomes. They travel the world. So -- and 
21 Ws all 100 percent educational. There's no JJOpups. 
22 there 's no ads. there 's no markup. You know. most games. 
23 you know, websites. you know, they tty to sell you 
24 something once you already bought it. 
25 NICKI: Yeah. 

2 (Pages 5 to 8) 
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1 PETER: Yeah. You know, there 's no -- there's 
2 no selling -- selling up or anything like that. 
3 NICKI: Yeah. I'm going to -- I'm actually 
4 pulling it up on my phone too. so that I have it when I 
5 get home . That is really cool 
6 PETER: Yeah. yeah. 
7 NICKI: Okay. 
8 PETER: We 're on iTunes and Android, all the 
9 Google Play store eve1ything. 

10 NICKI: Okay, cool. Yeah, I'm going to go 011 
11 it. All Tight. ~need to get a number 
12 generated for ..... 
13 PETER: Okay. 
14 NICKI: And it's111 like a - egg, 
15 right? 
16 PETER: Correct yeah,_ yes. 
17 NICKI: Oka,__ 
18 PETER: It's . 
19 NICKI: Okay. An t en w at I'm doing now is 
20 I'm loading yom other business. So I'm going to pull up 
21 that credit infonnation. This way, we can compare and 
22 see like if the address is going to be the same and I can 
23 just copy and paste a lot ofit. Which is it - is this 
24 business at--Road? 
25 PETE~ old, yeah. 

1 NJCKI: Oh. okay. 
2 PETER: Yeah. 
3 NJCKI: So what 's your new address or cm-rent? 
4 PETER: Our address -- our current address is 
5 
6 • --NICKI: Okay. 
7 PETER: And it's - --
8 NICKI: 
9 PETER: 

10 NJCKI: Ok~ 
11 PETER: -----justanNW -­
12 NJCKI: Uh-huh. 
13 PETER: -- and then Suite ■ 
14 NJCKI: Okay. 
15 
16 

PETER: And it's ___ 

NJCKI: Okay. ■ -- you said. 
17 PETER: Yeah, _ 
18 NICKI: Okay perfect. All right. Aud you are 
19 100 percent owner or do you have business partners? 
20 PETER: I have a partner. rm ■ 
21 NICKI: Okay. So we list your partner, too, or 
22 is it okay just to have your name for now? 
23 PETER: Yeah. mine for now because he.' s silent. 
24 NJCKI: Okay, okay. pe1fect. And how many 
25 employees do you have? 

11 

I PETER: 250. 
2 NICKI: Okay. So you've definitely grown over 
3 the last few years. That 's amazing. 
4 PETER: Y eah. Well, that -- in this company 
5 yes, with the schools. 
6 NICKI: Okay. 250. And --
7 
8 
9 

10 

PETER: And this is underllll not■-NICKI: Yeah, no, no, no, no, yeah. under 

1111 
11 PETER: Yeah, okay. 
12 NICKI: Yep. I have to -- because there 's not 
13 a number in this (inaudible) have to fill in all of the 
14 spaces. 
15 PETER: Okay. 
16 NICKI: Yeah. 
17 PETER: Okay. 
18 NICKI: And then what are yom -- your revenue 
19 per year? Your revenue? 
20 PETER: Let me see. We added some new schools, 
21 so let me (inaudible) . 4.8 million. 
22 NICKI: Okay. Oh, yeah, we definitely need to 
23 start showcasing some credit histmy for your business. 
24 Aud then I'm sure once you use -- you said that you were 
25 opening some new schools, right? 

12 

1 PETER: Yes. uh-huh. 
2 NICKI: Okay. Are you projecting that -- is 
3 that what's going to make you hit the 4 - 4 million, 
4 4.8? 
5 PETER: Well, we're cuU'ently doing 4.8. 
6 NICKI: Okay, okay. So once you open those new 
7 locations, then it's going to grow quite a bit more? 
8 PETER: Yes, yeah, exactly. 
9 NICKI: Okay. Now, as far as Thm & Bradstreet 

10 is concerned, you know, I'm going to help you build this 
11 credit rep01t and showcase the financial stability of the 
12 business. Are you planning on using this munber for any 
13 prupose, you know, a bank loan, new vendor accmu1ts, 
14 customers? 
15 PETER: Nothing -- yeah, but I've had some, you 
16 know, vendors ask us, you know. for a Thm & Bradstreet 
17 number. We acquired these two- schools and, 
18 you know, they were schools that are 15 years old. So 
19 they have a lot of history. 
20 NICKI: Wow. Mm-hmm. Yeah, and that could be 
21 conceming because some ofthe vendors and suppliers that 
22 they're already dealing v.rith because -- not saying that 
23 your business is going to fail or anything, but a lot of 
24 times when people buy companies the percentages of that 
25 business succeeding goes down quite a bit, especially new 

3 (Pages 9 to 12) 
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 P R O C E E D I N G S 

 - - - - -

 FTC-00009781 

 JOSEPH: Hello. Hello. 

 JONATHAN: Yes, Joseph, please. 

 JOSEPH: This is he. 

 JONATHAN: Hey, Joseph. My name is Jonathan. 

 I’m with Dun & Bradstreet on a monitored line, sir. How 

 are you? 

 JOSEPH: Good. 

 JONATHAN: Good. You may have received 

 notification from LegalZoom that we would reach out to 

 you in regards to the DUNS number and the credit report 

 that we’re going to be setting up for the business as 

 part of the process. Did you get that application? 

 JOSEPH: Yeah. No, I haven’t seen it yet, but 

 I understand it’s coming. 

 JONATHAN: Okay, perfect. Are you familiar at 

 all with Dun & Bradstreet, what we are, what we do, where 

 we come into play? 

 JOSEPH: Yes. 

 JONATHAN: Okay. Just so we’re on the same 

 page, can you tell me what your understanding is of what 

 this DUNS number is and how it’s going to be used? 

 JOSEPH: Well, it’s a -- you’re basically going 
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9 

1 JOSEPH: Well, we' re just developing several 
2 products af the moment. But no idea exactly. 50,000, 
3 something like that. That's not much. 
4 JONATHAN: I got ya. Starting point I got ya. 
5 JOSEPH: Okay. 
6 JONATHAN: ow, the company name. was it 
7 actually accepted by the state yet or was that still in 
8 the planning process? 
9 JOSEPH: Yes, it -- yes, it was, uh-huh. 

10 JONATHAN: What name was ace ted? 
11 JOSEPH: 
12 
13 
14 JOSEPH: Yes. 
15 JONATHAN: Perfect. Are you going to be doing 
16 business under a~name? 
17 JOSEPH: ­
18 JONATHAN: Yes. 
19 JOSEPH: Possibility. I've got another idea, 
20 another product that I'm looking at and that has a whole 
21 different name. 
22 JONATHAN: Okay. Did you register any DBAs 
23 with LegalZoom? 
24 JOSEPH: No. Um, a DBA, yes I did. 
25 JONATHAN: So which DBA? 

10 

1 
2 
3 
4 JOSEPH: Cmrect. 
5 JONATI-IAN: And what -- the DBA is doing 
6 business as. 
7 JOSEPH: Con-ect. 
8 JONATI-IAN: So ifyou' re going to be doing 
9 business under any other name, what other names did you 

10 get registered? 
11 JOSEPH: The other -- I haven't actually taken 
12 out a DBA with the other name yet. 
13 JONATHAN: Okay. No w01ries then. We'll just 
14 leave it as is. ow, the line ofbusiness, just so I can 
15 help you understand where.this report might come into 
16 play, tell me a little bit more about the business. What 
17 exactly do you do? 
18 JOSEPH: Well, designing products, just kind of 
19 all over the boru·d. At the moment, I've got one product 
20 that's dealing with coffee-. the other one is with a 
21 patrol car. So you know, the manufacturing, sheet metal 
22 design. plastic injection molding. plastics. So it's 
23 kind of all over the board. 
24 JONATHAN: Okay. 
25 JOSEPH: But I want to put it under one 

11 

1 umbrella, 
2 JONATI-IAN: I got ya. 
3 JOSEPH: I have mechanically -- a mechanical 
4 engine.ering background for 50 years. 
5 JONATHAN: Nice. 
6 JOSEPH: Just putting it to use here. 
7 Actually. I 1·etired a couple years ago -­
8 JONATHAN: You're developing a -­
9 JOSEPH: -- (inaudible). 

10 JONATI-IAN: -- product-- tell me about the 
11 product that you're developing for coffee you said. 
12 JOSEPH: Yeah. It's a -- for pom-over coffee. 
13 It's a tapper type of device for compacting coffee and a. 
14 spotter for when they pour - are you familiar with pour­
15 over coffee? 
16 JONATHAN: Yeah. absolutely. 
17 JOSEPH: A lot ofpeople -- a. lot ofpeople do 
18 that. Well, they' re missing one key element I just 
19 discovered and that is the coffee needs to be compacted 
20 and a spot in the center for the first pour. 
21 JONATHAN: Okay. 
22 JOSEPH: So I developed a little plastic device 
23 and now I turned it into a stainless steel device that' s 
24 basically a compactor. 
25 JONA TILI\N: Nice. 

12 

1 JOSEPH: Or tapper as they call it. tapper. 
2 JONATI-IAN: Just-- so you're trying to get this 
3 tapper into different baiistas and things of that natme? 
4 JOSEPH: Con-ect. 
5 JONA THAN: Gotcha. 
6 JOSEPH: 4.5 million people make pom-over 
7 coffee every day and they're -- they're missing one key 
8 element. This, which makes the coffee slightly stronger. 
9 fuller-body, better coffee. 

10 JONA THAN: Okay, okay. So you have another -­
11 you've already developed this product and now you're in 
12 the manufacturing stage? 
13 JOSEPH: I'm just -- I'm just finishing the 
14 prototyping stage and I just -- I gave it a name. I've 
15 got a flyer how it operates and will be sending it out to 
16 -- I guess more a focus group type of thing first, get a 
17 response out ofit. 
18 JONATHAN: Absolutely. What s yow- next step? 
19 JOSEPH: Next step would be to research coffee 
20 fomms online to see where I can get into and get some 
21 exposure ai1d go from there. 
22 JONATHAN: Okay. That'skindofwherethis 
23 report may come into play. especially ifyou're going to 
24 deal with like -- I'mjust going to use Starbucks for an 
25 example because --

3 (Pages 9 to 12) 
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 P R O C E E D I N G S 

 - - - - -

 FTC-00009825 

 IGOR: Hello. 

 CHELSEA: Hi, this is Chelsea from Dun & 

 Bradstreet, monitored line. How are you doing today? 

 IGOR: Hi, hello, this is Igor. I just left a 

 message. 

 CHELSEA: Yes, thank you so much for giving me 

 a call. I was assigned to the application that you 

 submitted for the DUNS number. So I just need to go over 

 the information that’s listed here so we can get 

 everything set up for you. 

 IGOR: Okay, great. 

 CHELSEA: All right, wonderful. So before I 

 dive into the application, what was the reason for 

 requesting the DUNS number? 

 IGOR: Well (inaudible) the ratings -- to get a 

 rating started. 

 CHELSEA: Sure. 

 IGOR: So that we could get our -- registered 

 first and then get a rating --

 CHELSEA: Okay. 

 IGOR: -- and a record for our company. 

 CHELSEA: Perfect. I can definitely help you 
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 P R O C E E D I N G S 

 - - - - -

 FTC-00009660 

 CHELSEA: Thank you for calling Dun & 

 Bradstreet. All calls are monitored. This is Chelsea. 

 MARK Good morning, Chelsea. My name 

 is Mark I’m returning your call. You left me 

 a voicemail. 

 CHELSEA: Hi. Yeah, thank you so much for 

 giving me a call back. Let me pull up your application. 

 So I was assigned to the application that you submitted 

 for the DUNS number. 

 MARK Yes. 

 CHELSEA: So I just need to review the 

 information listed here so we can get everything set up 

 for you. 

 MARK Thank you. 

 CHELSEA: Okay, you’re welcome. So, Mark, you 

 are the CEO of the company. Is that correct? 

 MARK Yes, I am. 

 CHELSEA: Okay. Is there anyone else that 

 should be listed on file or would it just be yourself? 

 MARK Not today, maybe in a few 

 months. But as of right now --

 CHELSEA: Okay. 
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l MARK-- And ifrequired, I can also put 
2 you guys in to~accmmtant --
3 CHELS~ 
4 MARK-- -- that's been doing my books 
5 for personal stuff for like the last 20 years. So -
6 CHELSEA: Awesome. 
7 MARK- Okay, great. Yeah. because I 
8 was going to say, you don't always have to have like 
9 credit cai·ds and revolving lines of credit, things of 

10 that nafme to build up yow· repo1t. Even like with your 
Ll accountant that you have, ifyou're paying for a web 
12 domain. That could also be a good expense to have added 
13 into your rep011 to help build --
14 MARK- Okay. 
15 CHELSEA: -- and impact your scores and 
16 ratings. And then ifyou ever need any credit, then it 
17 will help with your cr·edit recommendation as well and 
18 companies can use that as a guide to detenni.ne how much 
19 cr·edit to extend to you. But it sounds like it ' s more so 
20 a sei.vice-based business. So I'm sure that your expenses 
21 will stay fairly minimal. Sound about right? 
22 MARK- Yep, yep. 
23 CHELSEA: All right, pe1fect. 
24 MARK- I ~ean, at least for the 
25 foreseeable future, you know, tmless a big opporh.mity 

10 

1 comes in ai1d then I ll have to go get a line of credit -­
2 CHELSEA: Sure. 
3 MARK- -- to kind of invest and- I 
4 don' t see that happening like in the next three to six 
5 months. 
6 CHELSEA: Sure. Okay. pe1-fect So we' ll make 
7 sure you get set up now, so that way when the time does 
8 come, you'll already be squared away with that and you're 
9 not having to scramble last minute to get all that 

10 infonna.tion together. So that 's pe1fect. 
11 So as you're making expenses. even cash 
12 expenses. let me know who you're making payments to so 
13 that way we can start submitting that into the repo11. so 
14 that when these customers are looking at your rep011 or 
15 if a bank or a vendor is looking, they're able. to see 
16 tl1at infonnation and you re not shov.'lllg that you're 
17 basically just at a standstill .vith the business. They 
18 can see that you're actively doing business and making 
19 payments on time and you ai·e financially stable ai1d a 
20 credible company to get involved with. 
21 MARK- Okay. 
22 CHELSEA: Okay. perfect. So what is your 
23 projection for revenue for this year? 
24 MARK- For the balance of the year, I 
25 project about $250.000. 

11 

l CHELSEA: Okay, all right. All 1-ight And 
2 then number of employee I have listed is one. So if 
3 that changes, then just let me know. We can always get 
4 that updated foilt!!ou. 
5 MARK Okay. 
6 CHELSEA: An e address is-
7 -■■■11- Is that the registered 
8 address? 
9 MARK- Co1Tect. 

JO CHELSEA: Okay perfect. And is this the best 
11 number to have listed on file as well? 
12 MARK-- Yes. 
13 CHELS~wesome. All right. And then 
14 your email will 
15 MARK Yep. 
16 .t the email that you would like 
17 everything set~some. 
18 MARK-- Yep. 
19 CHELSEA: All right. pei.-fect. So the 
20 application that you submitted, typically it would take 
21 up to 30 business days to receive, but what happens is it 
22 does leave the file incomplete. So you wouldn't yet 
23 qualify for all seven scores and ratings that are 
24 attached to the DUNS munber. So since you're using this 
25 for collllnei.·cial plllposes - and that's one reason, we want 

12 

1 to make sure at the vei.y minimum you do have that 
2 completed report. 
3 So we will initiate a background check. We 
4 don't need ai1y legal documents from you. We 'll get all 
5 ofthat squared a:way over here. And then within three to 
6 five business days, once you confum the company was 
7 registered and if thei.·e's been any lawsuits or 
8 bankruptcies, we complete your file for the lifetime of 
9 the company. Typically, we start your scores and ratings 

10 in the mid-range and we assign a CJedit recommendation 
11 right from the start. So feel free to hand out the DUNS 
12 number to the potential clients that you may have. And. 
13 again, within three to six months, whenever you may be 
14 needing to seek some sort of funding or credit, you' ll 
15 have that established akeady. 
16 MARK- So - SOffY. 

17 CHELSEA: (Inaudible) 
18 MARK- While you 'Ie doing all of that, 
19 so ain I allowed to let potential clients know that the 
20 process is underway? That I've been given a number, but 
21 the backgrm.md checks are still undei.way? Can I - or 
22 should I not even mention that l - that I have a number? 
23 CHELSEA: So you won't-- whei.1 yon rec.eive the 
24 DUNS number. the file will be completed. So you won' t 
25 have to --
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 P R O C E E D I N G S 
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 FTC-00009577 

 DAN Dan. 

 PETREA DICKINSON: Hi, this is Petrea 

 Dickinson (phonetic) with Dun & Bradstreet on a 

 monitored line. Did you say this is Dan? 

 DAN This is Dan. How are you? 

 PETREA DICKINSON: Doing great, Dan. How 

 are you doing? 

 DAN Good, good. Thanks for the 

 call. 

 PETREA DICKINSON: Absolutely. I just 

 wanted to give you a call so I could better assist 

 you. Could I get your title? 

 DAN Yeah, sure. So I’m the 

 chief operations officer. 

 PETREA DICKINSON: Okay. And what’s going 

 on exactly? What brings you to chat? 

 DAN So we are getting ramped up 

 -- out of the last year, we’ve been primarily, 

 and we’ve just kind of entered the wholesale and 

 retail market, and we had a great summer, great shows, 

 a lot of press behind our brand, et cetera, et cetera. 

 So, naturally, this has created kind of a demand for 
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1 our product now. And we're getting set up with some 
2 new accounts, for instance, like Neiman Marcus la.st 
3 call, and we're in the process ofgetting everything 
4 set up for ■ purposes. 
5 PETREA DICKINSON: Mm-hmm. 
6 DAN And one of their requests 
7 was -- I just received an email earlier from the 
8 implementation team over at and they 
9 were asking that, you know, we can complete your setup 

lO once we receive the following infomiation from you, 
11 which is basically your DUNS number. I don' t believe 
12 we ever set one up, so I know a little bit about DUNS. 
13 I just -- we never set it up. I didn't know if it was 
14 standard 01· needed to be done for every single, you 
15 know, corporation or company in the world. but maybe 
16 you can better assist me. 
17 PETREA DICKINSON: Absolutely. I can 
18 definitely help you with tha1. Dan. How familiar are 
19 you with your DUNS number and how other companies 
20 usually use it? 
21 DAN-- I know it's pretty much a 
22 unique nine~at identifies your 
23 businesses. That s pretty much -- I think it's got 
24 something to do with your credit iile as well, but 
25 that' s about all I know for DUNS. 

6 

1 PETREA DICKINSON: 1hat s exactly right, 
2 Dau. So it's attached to your company's credit 
3 rep01t. and this is usually where other companies are 
4 going to come when they want to do either a background 
5 or a credit check on the business. 
6 DAN Oh, okay. So it 's a credit 
7 - so you can -- so you can actually tun credit 
8 repoits if you're looking to work with somebody? 
9 PETREA DICKINSON: Exactly, yep, and do a 

10 Tisk assessment, make sure that they're paying their 
11 bills on time, that there's nothing risky about doing 
l2 business with them, like a baukmptcy or a lien. or 
13 something like that. 
14 DAN Oh. interesting. Okay. all 
15 right. That makes sense. 
16 PETREA DICKINSON: So if you're hying to 
17 set up ■ with -- al"e these customers that you're 
18 hying to do that with? 
19 DAN Yeah. they're customers . 
20 This is all--lmean, so we're -- we' re inretail. 
21 We'1·e nationwide in a few stores. However, we did. 
22 you know. paper i:,ase orders, and just now they're 
23 finally requesting- and then we just picked up a 
24 new customer, Nennan Marcus. TI1ey'1"e requesting. 
25 So. you know, this is probably good that it happened 

7 

1 now because I would ha:ve needed to do it at some point 
2 or another anyway. 
3 PETREA DICKINSON: Absolutely. Absolutely. 
4 So we 'll make sure that we get you set up the right 
5 way so that Neiman Marcus and anybody else who looks 
6 sees that you're a credible company and. yon know. 
7 safe to do business with. 
8 DAN- Absolutely: 
9 PE1REA DICKINSON: So let me just do a quick 

10 search to make sure you don't already have a DUNS 
11 number, Dan. What's the name ofthe company? 
12 ~ Okay. So the IRS name is 
13 ~ly it'sllllwithanl 
14 in front of it, likellll 
15 PETREA DICKINSO~ 
16 DAN--
17 PE1REA DICKINSON: Okay. And what state are 
18 you located in? 
19 DAN--Wearein- andwe'rea 
20 registered c~tate ofllllll 
21 PE1REA All 1-ight, perfect. Are 
22 youm 
23 DAN That's -- no that was --
24 are you finding the old address, _ ' 
25 PETREA DICKINSON: Let me just try --

8 

1 
2 

DAN We'rein -
We moved into that office in-3 May. 

4 PETREA DICKINSON: Okay, so this one is on 
5 
6 Yeah. that 's -- that's no 
7 longer -- that 's -- t 1at's not the coffect one 
8 anymore. Do you have the capability of changing that? 
9 PETREA DICKINSON: Absolutely. We'll get 

10 eve1ything all up-to-date and make sure that we get 
11 the report completed. It looks like you've already 
12 had eight inquiries, so other companies, you know, 
13 that have already requested a copy of the report from 
14 us . 
15 DAN Hmm, okay. 
16 PETREA DICKINSON: So it s definitely good 
17 timing that you reached out to us today so that we can 
18 make sme we get it completed and eveiything is 
19 accurnte and~ 
20 DAN--For sure. 
21 PE1REA DICKINSON: So I know you said we 
22 need to update the address. And, then, what yeru· did 
23 the compat1-tart? 
24 DAN So the company was 
25 -established m 2015. ut we came to mai·ket last 
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1 August. 
2 PETREA DICKINSON: Oh, wow. congratulations. 
3 DAN- Thank you. thank you. Well, 
4 actually -- yeah, we came to -- when I sa we came to 
5 market. we took our -- our website live. 
6 August. ___, 

7 
8 --■• ••PETREA DICKINSON: Wow, that's fantastic. 
9 And what are you selling exactly? 

10 DAN So ifyou go to 
11 -- we'i-e -- we're shoes. 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

PE1REA DICKINSON: Oh, wow. Ve1y nice. So--■----
comfortable. 

22 DAN- Very comfortable, 
23 absolutely. 
24 PE1REA DICKINSON: Very nice. 
25 DAN- Mm-hmm 

10 

1 PETREA DICKINSON: All right. So let me 
2 just mu through here. How many cmTent employees do 
3 you have, Dan? 
4 DAN-- Okay, so employees as in 
5 like W-2 em~ewe have some independent 
6 contractors, like 1099 sale reps, so they' re not 
7 considered. I'm an employee; my partner. So really 
8 just -- I mean -- I mean, you tell me how I ansvver 
9 this question best for the profile. 

10 PETREA DICKINSON: Well, it sounds like two, 
11 and then howiii!n 1099 employees do you have? 
12 DAN Yeah. so we have -- so if 
13 you 're just loo ng or overall, so we have one. four 
14 -- about nine employees. 
15 PETREA DICKINSON: All :right. And it looks 
16 like -- let's see, what are you projecting in sales 
17 for2018 ? 
18 DAN So for 2018, I believe we're 
19 projecting arom1d half a million dollars. And you 
20 know what, give me a second, 1-- I could be wrong on 
21 that. Hold on. 
22 PETREA DICKINSON: Okay. 
23 Yeah. keep that. Keep that because for --
24 for 2020, yeah, we -- we have projections for 2019 as 
25 well. So keep it at about half a million for -- for 

11 

1 this year. 
2 PETREA DICKINSON: Half a 1nillion, okay. 
3 And it sounds like you are projected to grow. What 
4 are you proj~? 
5 DAN--Yes. 2019, we're projecting 
6 1.3. 
7 PETREA DICKINSON: That's fantastic. All 
8 right. And, so, the custoniers that are asking you to 
9 have the DUNS number, most of the time they just want 

10 to see that, you know, you're --you're credible, that 
11 you' re --
12 DAN Mm-hmm. 
13 PETREA DICKINSON: -- not (inaudible). You 
14 have seven scores and ratings behind that DUNS number. 
15 We just need to make sure that --
16 DAN Okay. 
17 PETREA DICKINSON: -- we get some financial 
18 strength into the file so that --
19 DAN Okay. 
20 PEIREA DICKINSON: -- they can see that. 
21 Now-
22 DAN Okay. 
23 PE1REA DICKINSON: -- with customers like 
24 Neiman MaJcus, how much business are you typically 
25 doing with them, Dan? 

12 

1 DAN-- So, I mean. these are -­
2 these are all~to start, so, you know, 
3 we're in the range from, you know, $30,000 to $50.000 
4 orders to start. 
5 PETREA DICKINSON: Okay. All right, so we 
6 definitely need --
7 DAN And that would be. the same 
8 (inaudible) --
9 PETREA DICKINSON: Go ahead. 

10 DAN -- no, no, go ahead. I'm 
11 sony. 
12 PETREA DICKINSON: Well. I was just saying 
13 we definitely need to make sure that they see that 
14 you know, they're not going to have empty shelf space 
15 or you're not going to miss an order, anything like 
16 that. 
17 DAN Right. So this information 
18 you're asking me, is this like -- what -- where -- at·e 
19 you plugging this into om· profile now and then, what, 
20 companies can see this or something like that? How 
21 does this work? 
22 PETREA DICKINSON: So we would never put 
23 anything about your customers or your vendors in the 
24 :report --
25 DAN Right. 
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1 PETREA DICKINSON: -- but what we do need to 
2 do is get some payment hist01y updated here -­
3 DAN - Mm-hmm 
4 PETREA DICKINSON: -- because that 's one of 
5 the main chiving forces behind your scores and 
6 ratings. 
7 DAN- Sure. 
8 PETREA DICKINSON: (Inaudible) bills ym1pay 
9 and how well you pay them. 

10 DAN - Sure. 
11 PETREA DICKINSON: About how much would you 
12 say that you' re spending in operating costs, just ball 
13 park, in a given month? 
14 DAN- Ball park in a given month, 
15 bmn rate, is -- and I have. this pulled up -- we are 
16 somewhere around $20-, $25.000. 
17 PETREA DICKINSON: Okay. So the problem 
18 tight now. Dan. with your report is with business 
19 c.redil those companies. they're not required by law 
20 to automatically report that infonnation --
21 DAN- Mm-hmm. 
22 PETREA DICKINSON: - and they usually 
23 don't. 
24 DAN-Hmm. 
25 PETREA DICKINSON: So we don't have that 

14 

1 payment his~ial strength-­
2 DAN-- Sure. 
3 PETREA DICKINSON: -- in your file. 
4 DAN Sure. 
s PETREA DICKINSON: So what we need to do is 
6 set you up so that you can sta1t reporting the names 
7 ofthose c.o~nwhat we do on our part -­
8 DAN-- Okay. 
9 PETREA DICKINSON: -- is reach out to them, 

10 contact them, confum that payment history going back 
11 one full year if we can --
12 DAN Okay. okay. 
13 PE N: -- so we can stat1 to 
14 move the scores and ratings in a positive direction. 
15 DAN Okay. So I imagine -- am I 
16 going to have to create an online profile? 
17 PETREA DICKINSON: So we' re going to send 
18 you the link~ 
19 DAN--Okay. 
20 PETREA DICKINSON: -- along with your 
21 receipt. Now, about --
22 DAN Okay. 
23 PETREA DICKINSON: -- how many vendors is 
24 that 20-to 25,000 spread out between? ls it 5 25, 
25 105? 

15 

1 No, no. Like for instance, 
2 nationwide, and they paid us, 
3 I think it was $114,000 in the last six months for our 
4 goods that we delivered to them So, I mean, we -- we 
5 have payment history, for sure. I mean. country 
6 clubs, yacht clubs. other vendors, et cetera. 
7 So, I mean, it's just a matter of how do I 
8 show that and how do we strengthen this, and then 
9 also, how do I get the Dun & Bradstreet -- you know, 

10 how do I get a DUNS number expedited? I guess I have 
11 to go through this entire process in order to get that 
12 done first? 
13 PETREA DICKINSON: So you actually already 
14 have the DUNS number. It s just that it s attached to 
15 an incomplete credit file. 
16 DAN Okay. 
17 PETREA DICKINSON: So what we need to do is 
18 get you set up so that you get a completed repot1. 
19 Tiiat's just going to mean that we confinn operations, 
20 make sure there are no lawsuits, liens, judgments --
21 DAN Yep yep. 
22 PETREA DICKINSON: -- bankrnptcies. And you 
23 don't have~ 
24 DAN--Mm-hmm. 
25 PETREA DICKINSON: -- like that right? 

16 

1 DAN- No, nothing like that, nope. 
2 PETREA DICKINSON: Okay. So and then we'll 
3 set you up so that you can add in the names of those 
4 suppliers so we can help you stm1 to build the 
5 credit. 
6 DAN - Okay. How soon can I get my 
7 DUNS number? 
8 PETREA DICKINSON: So I'm going to give you 
9 your DUNS number here, and --

10 DAN- Okay. 
11 PETREA DICKINSON: -- I'm also going to send 
12 you out the links and logins so that you'll -­
13 DAN - Great. 
14 PETREA DICKINSON: - be able to log in to 
15 your profile, monitor all your scores. 
16 DAN- Perfect. Awesome. 
17 PETREA DICKINSON: You 11 be able to see by 
18 industty who looks at the repo1t. So you'll be able 
19 to control all of that moving f01ward. 
20 DAN - All tight perfect. I am 
21 ready for that when you m·e. I'll write it down and 
22 then you can send me an email like you said. That -­
23 that's great. too. 
24 PETREA DICKINSON: Absolutely. So your DUNS 
25 number is going to be-
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1 I'm going to read that back 
2 to you. 
3 PETREA DICKINSON: Correct. That 11 be your 
4 DUNS number for the life of the business. 
5 DAN Okay, very cool. 
6 PETREA DICKINSON: And then you can just let 
7 your customers who are asking for it. just let them 
8 know that you're working with Dun & Bradstreet and 
9 we're working to get it completed and to get some 

10 flllancial str~le. 
11 DAN-- Okay. 
12 PETREA DICKINSON: So what we 11 do is we' ll 
13 set you up on the entry-level service. It 's only 
14 $1,499, and it 's going to complete your report for the 
15 life of the business. What email address am I going 
16 to be sendin our links to, Dan? 
17 DAN nethatl 
18 gave you, th . And then 
19 that -- what 1 you say 1t was $1,400 or 1.499? 
20 PETREA DICKINSON: Yes. sir. 
21 DAN-- That-· what is that, that's 
22 a -- a yearly-=r---
23 PETREA DICKINSON: CotTect, and ifs going 
24 to c.omplete your repmt for the lifetime of the 
25 business. 

18 

1 DAN- Completes it for lifetime of 
2 the business. Oh, so is this really only a one-time 
3 fee? 
4 PE1REA DICKINSON: You don't have to do it 
5 evety single year, but we do recollllllend that you do it 
6 at least evety two years. After that, the infonnation 
7 becomes outdated. 
8 DAN All right, so basically 
9 update evety 24 months ifyou want to stay cunent. 

10 All right. Okay, yeah, send me all those links. This 
11 way I can get this all set up, and I in1agine there's a 
12 payment link and all that good stuff right? 
13 PETREA DICKINSON: So, yeah, once we process 
14 the paytnen~ut the links. 
15 DAN-- Okay. 
16 PETREA DICKINSON: And then --
17 DAN Oh, so you guys got to take 
18 the payment first. I got you. 
19 PETREA DICKINSON; Right, and we can use a 
20 Visa, MasterCard, American Express, or Discover. 
21 Usually I just use the one that's going to give you 
22 the most points. Which one is that? 
23 DAN--Okay. okay. Give me a 
24 second. Let~tme get my wallet. I'm 
25 going to put you on hold for a minute. okay? 

19 

1 PETREA DICKINSON: Okay. 
2 (Brief hold.) 
3 DAN Okay, you ·with me? 
4 PETREA DICKINSON: Yes, sir. 
5 DAN- Okay. All right. so this is 
6 going to be an An1encan Express. 
7 PETREA DICKINSON: And. no, I do not need 
8 that CIV code. So you're going to get some links from 
9 -- or some emails, excuse me, from us right away. 

10 DAN- Okay. 
11 PETREA DICKINSON: You' re going to get your 
12 receipt that you're going to want to save that for tax 
13 pmposes. 
14 DAN- Yep. 
15 PETREA DICKINSON: And your login. And, 
16 then, the service is set to automatically renew next 
17 year at the then-cmrent price. You' re also going to 
18 get about 160 free legal documents :from om· partners 
19 at LegalZoom that you can use for the business ifyou 
20 want. 
21 DAN- Okay. 
22 PETREA DICKINSON: There is a -­
23 DAN- Okay. 
24 PETREA DICKINSON: Go ahead. Did you have a 
25 question? 

20 

1 DAN No. no. go ahead. No. I' ll 
2 -- I'll wait until you're done (inaudible). 
3 PETREA DICKINSON: Okay, all right. So 
4 there' s a one-time activation fee. It's $149, and 
5 then I would just need your permission to charge your 
6 An1erican Express ending in XXXX for the CreditBuilder 
7 Plus, plus an~tetax. 
8 DAN-- Okay. I got you. So I'm in 
9 sales too. I said - shame on me I should have 

10 asked that up front. So one. the $1 500 I know I 
11 asked you earlier, you said it completes you for the 
12 lifetime of the business, you don't have to update it, 
13 but you mentioned that it then automatically renews 
14 next year for that $1,500 price. 
15 PETREA DICKINSON: It is set - yeah, all 
16 the set-vices are set to automatically renew. Did you 
17 want me to --
18 DAN Okay, does that -- is 
19 that -- so if it doesn't renew, that's -- so what I'm 
20 getting at is what am I paying the $1,500 for every 
21 year if I don't have to update it evety year? So what 
22 -- do you get what I'm saying? 
23 PETREA DICKINSON: I do. So, yeah, so 
24 the -- the is,a1e is the payment histmy falls off 
25 every two years --
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