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SYNOPSIS Of' FEDERAL TRADE. COMHISSION DECISIONS 
CONCERNING SALES OF MERCHANDISE OR SERVIC ES 

, 
The Federal Trade Commission has determined thilt the 

f ollowing acts or practices in the sale of merchandi s e or 
• r. rvices are deceptiv~ or· unfair and are; unla·..,ful unde r 
£. ::ction S (a) (1) of thP. Federal Trc1cJe Commission Act. 

It is an unfair or deceptive ~ct or practice
foe a salesman to misrepresent either the 
n~ture of his employment or his purpose in 
contacting a prospective customer.!/• 

It is an unfair or deceptive · act or practice 
to represent that a prospectivr. custoiller has 
been specially selected to teceive cerchundise, 
or that he can rec~ive merchandise on special 
terms if . he assists in t:.he advertising or 
promo~ion of such me r c handise, when such is 
not the case '];/. 

!/ The Crowell-Colli~r Publishing Company, r.t al., 
Pocket 7751 (Septembe% JO, 1966); Basic Books, 
et al., Docket 70161 Holland Furnace Co., Docket 
62D3 (July 7, 1958)~ 

The! CrowE'!ll-Collh:r Publi.shin 
Docket 7751J Ba5~c Books, rt 
Gulf Coast Aluminu~ Supply, Inc., et al., Docket 
6662 (Hacch 24, 1~67); Arthur Hurray Studio of 
Washinqton, Inc., et al., Docket uj76 (ft'-bruary 23, 

.197~). 
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It is an un·fair or decept.ive act or practice 
to represent that JDe.rch.:mdis-e is offered 
free o! charge ~hen such ~~rchanclise is 
offered only in connection with other pu.rch~~es 
\/hose cost includes tha·t o! t..."ie .i::: e rchandJ.se 
of.feted fo.r • free·• lf.. 

/ · 

- It is ~n unfair or decept~ve cct or practice 
to ~isrepresent the period o! time over which 
a product's cost can be pa id or t .he size of 
the paycents over such period of time i/- · 

· y The Crowell-Colli~r Publishinc:i··cornpany, et al., 
Dockec 7151 (September 3u, l9bb); Bas1c socks, 
~t al., Docket 70161 Ar~hur Mu~ray Studio of 
Hash1nqton, Inc., ~t al., oocket d776 (fcbruary 23, 
1971). 

ii Standacd Educ~tion, Inc. r et al., OockP.t sag7 
(Dec~m.ber 6, 1971)1 ujs1c Books. ~t ~1., Docket 
7016. 
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