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Opioid addiction inflicts a devastating toll on families and communities, and the
epidemic of addiction has only worsened during the pandemic.1 Opioid overdoses rose 15
percent from 2020 to 2021, resulting in 80,000 deaths in 2021.2 Shamefully, some are seeking to
exploit and profit from these families’ pain.3 In 2018 Congress passed the Opioid Addiction
Recovery Fraud Prevention Act, giving the FTC authority to hold accountable bad actors taking
advantage of families seeking substance abuse treatment for loved ones. Today’s action marks
the Commission’s first enforcement action under this authority.
The Commission has obtained an order against the promoter of an addiction treatment
network who is charged with deceiving consumers about the quality and characteristics of the
treatment centers offered in their network. To address these charges—and to deter other bad
actors—the agency secured a $3.8 million civil penalty judgment against not only the company
but also its owner, Steven Doumar. These defendants are also now barred from continuing to
prey on struggling families. Today’s action should signal to individuals who break the law that
they cannot evade accountability by hiding behind a corporate shield.4
More broadly, today’s enforcement action underscores the importance of fully exercising
the legal authorities that Congress has granted us. In the century since lawmakers created the
FTC, Congress has charged us with enforcement or administrative responsibilities under more
than 70 laws. Faithfully discharging our statutory duties requires that we deploy this full set of
tools. Accordingly, we are assertively harnessing our slate of authorities5—and should continue
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doing so.6 The Opioid Addiction Recovery Fraud Prevention Act is one of these key tools, and
we will deploy it aggressively to protect families and communities suffering from the pain and
toll of addiction.
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