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Minneapolis skyline at night. The city, this past January, says it became ' perc free' w ith the last dry 
cleaner in town switching over. (Image licensed by Ingram Publishing) 

Tim Burke I February 15, 2018 

First city in U.S., it says, to be perc-free in all dry cleaners 

MINNEAPOLIS - In January, this town repo1ts it became, "the first c ity in the nation to go entire ly perc-free 
as the last dry cleaner switched over to a safer process ." 

With help from the Citv of Minneapolis, it notes, the Minnesota Po llution Control Agency, East Isles Resident 
Association and Lowry Hill East Neighborhood Association, Osman Cleaners switched its machines over from 
using perch loroethylene - also called "perc" - to a process using c lean so lvents safer for employees, 
neighbors and customers. 

In less than s ix years s ince the city ' s cost-sharing program began, Minneapo lis writes, it has helped the last nine 
dry cleaners in the c ity using perchloroethylene replace their equipment to make the switch. 

Perchloroethylene, it reports, is the main chemical so lvent used in dry c leaning. The Environmenta l Protection 
Agency classifies perchloroethylene as a " like ly carcinogen. " It also has the potential to damage the kidneys, 
liver, immune system and blood system, and affect reproduction and feta l development, it wri tes. 

It points out that, "A 2015 Minneapo lis Hea lth Department study detected 99 occasions of perchloroethylene 
above leve ls that are cons idered health risks over a long period of time in outdoor, ambient air in Minneapolis. 

"Financia l assistance from the neighborhood groups," it re lates, " made this and other cost-prohibitive projects 
poss ible for small businesses and also la id groundwork for more healthy city-ne ighborhood partnerships." 

The C ity of Minneapolis notes that the funds for the program come from pollution control fees that businesses 
pay to the city. Find more information about the c ity ' s green business cost-sharing programs HERE. 

Dan Mil ler, CEO of Mulberrys Garment Care, a local drycleaning operation in Minneapo lis, with other locat ions 
in Minnesota, as well as the Ca lifo rnia Bay area, s hares his thoughts about the news: " I think it ' s fantastic. As 
you know, Mulberrys was one of the first c leaners to be perc-free since our inception, and we ' re proud of the 
fact that we can be a part of these positive changes in o ur industry." 

When asked about how much the consumer is aware of this, he responds: "The truth is that I don ' t think that 
most people know about it yet. However, Minneapolis and Minneapoli tans, in general, have a lways prided 
themselves on their environmental stewardship, and this is just one more step in that record. " 

What does this news mean going fo rward? Miller replies : " It's really exciting for us to see these improvements 
spreading throughout the industry. Our plan is to promote perc-free Mi nneapo lis on Earth Day (Sun. , Apri l 22) 
and encourage this to continue with perc-free Minnesota. " 
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