\7

Bt s e i i e e

SoY
4

73
308

Andrew chkson

Address by
Hon. Ewin L. Davis
. of Tennessee
 Qelivered betare the
Andrew Jackson Lodge, A. F. and A. M.
Alexandria, Va., March 15, 1930

Printed in the Conennﬂimu. RECORD of
March 19, 1930

(Not printed at Gevermment expense)

e ¢ e e e

MMIS!
JAST!

g8 |
s 19

atio.

t in
and .
dio
eque

ur s
thro
iety
. of

-

ism
most
e tw
65,C
ancy

isir

Tra
sior
sing

lax

w Q
8

rert




ADDRESS
HON. EWIN L. DAVIS

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, under leave to extend my remarks
in the Recorp, I include an address delivered by me. before An-
drew Jackson Lodge, No. 120, A. F. and A. M., Alexandria, Va.,
on the evening of March 15, 1930. This lodge was organized and

. named for Andrew Jackson in 1854., This lodge meets in the

same hall as Alexandria-Washington Lodge, No. 22, of which
George Washington was a member and a master. This lodge
room, in which the address was delivered, contains the famous
collection of Washington Masonic and other relics, portraits,
and so forth, known as “ The Washingtonia ”; the lodge has a
standing offer of $100,000 for its Williams’s Portrait of Wash-
ington.-

The address is as follows:

Your lodge ts named for the most colorful, the most picturesque, the
most dynamic figure in American history.

Commonwealth builder, soldier, jurist, statesman, diplomat, President,
hie was preeminent in them all,

I esteem it an honor to be invited by your historic lodge to talk to
you in this ballowed hall and amidst these sacred relics, on this, the
one hundred and sixty-third anniversary of the birth of that great
American, Andrew Jackson.

PRESENTATION OF PICTURB AND CHECK OF ANPREW JACKSON

When your committee called and invited me to address you on this
occasion, they admired a picture of General Apdrew Jackson in my
office, which had been presented to me by Mrs. Bettie M. Donelson, a
grand niece of -General Jackson, and president of thé Andrew Jackson
Society ; and they expressed a wish for a similar picture to hang in
this lodge room. Thereupon, I wrote Mrs. Donelson inquiring whether
she could send me another copy of the picture for presentstion to your
lodge. I received a prompt reply from her, advising that she was send-
ing the picture, and inclosing a2 message to you in part as follows:

“1 appreciate your desire for the picture, since it increases interest
in and respect for the benefactor of my father, Major Andrew Jackson
Donelson, who was reared and educated by General Jackson as his
ward and nephew, was on his staff in Florida, his private secretary
during his two presidential administrations, his confidential friend
and counselor until the old hero’s death.”

Mrs. Donelson also sent to me for presentation to your lodge a
check for $50 given by General Jackson to her father, the check being
entirely in the handwriting of Andrew Jackson. Mrs. Donelson face-
tiously suggests that, if the lodge 1s ever in need of funds, you can re-
cash the check, 1. e, can sell it. X

Wherefore, upon behalf of Mrx. Bettie M. Donelson, grandniece. of
the great hero whose msemsory we are tmklt ‘commemorating, I take
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pleasure fn presenting to Andrew Jachiién Lodge, No. 120, this picture
otm @en. Andrew Jackson and tBis check.
JACKSON'S Aim!

Andrew Itdm:’l ancestry on both sjdes ran back to the old klngn
of Scotland ; bowever, this royal blood g bis veins did not prevent him
from having a contempt for all things:pertaining to royalty; he was
always a democrat in thought and aetgg_n not only politically, but in
the broadest sense of the term.

His ancestors for several generatisns resided in ' Carrickfergus,
county of Antrim, on the northern coast of Ireland, to which place
some of his early ancestors had moved from Scotland. His father,
likewise named Andrew Jackson, and wife, Elizabeth Hutchingon, and
two small sons, Hugh and Robert, migreted to America in 1675, land-
ing st _Cbarleston, 8. .C. . They. wentxiy stagecoach. about 160 . miles
morthwest, to Washaw settlement, on. the North. Carolina. and South
Caroling - borders:i Many of -thelr y@tives wan@: countrymen bad
previoualy settled there. They went #everal miles farther, made a
clearing in the virgin forest and built a log héuse, on the banks of
Pwelve Mile ka. a branch of the Cathwba River.

JACKSON’S BIRTH }

Two years atteg he settled in his frontier home Andrew Jackson, the
_elder, passed away, s victim of overwork and pneumonia. Betty Jack-
son did not bave the heart to return to. their little home in the wilder-
ness with her two small bqys, and daul expecting the birth of a third
chfld. Shie pnt her boys and her meager personal belongings in a single
wagon and started to the bome of he!" ter, Jane Hutchinson Craw-
ford, 12 rhiiés away, near ‘the old Washiw Church in South Carolina.
She was taken i1l before reaching her dbstination and stopped at the
2abin of another sister, Peggy Hutchingen McKemey, just over on the
North Carolina side, where Andrew Jackson was born on the night of
March 18, 1767,

Ever since Andrew Jackson rose to tune there has been a controversy
ameng historiany; and many debates in Congress, as to whéther he was
born_in Norgh .Garolina or Sonth Carqlina, each of those States having
dnlned bis -hirthplace. Regardless of gyhether. he was born in the one
Btate qr the other, what is, more impogtpnt, as soon as he reached the
Age of discretion, he displqyai the good,@mgment to move to Tennessee,
which appmdlted and honored him in & manner geldom lt ever equnled.

izt 10 T s JACMSON'S BOEROOD -

Aﬂe mu ‘weéeks ‘spent in- the Mcm home, Betty Jnckson. ‘with
htir three little fons! proceedéd to the kgime of ber sister, Jane Hutchin-
son ‘Crawlord, aad Ner htllhnd. Iamw:ﬁ'mw!ord. where they lived for
10-bp 13"yeary, T o <

. Fyontier life waa hard at but It was especially so for this pennL
u- wiow ‘and three small childrem: However, Betty Jackson was
ambitions, energetic, -and, thrifty, andidid tbe best she could for her
Doys, -Aplréw  JacksoDd . received  meagly. training in the crude sechools
wf " Wabaw ‘settlement.. - The oducatiofiil opportunities in ploneer set-
tiemierits of that day were ncant, indesf, especially for a poor boy who
oottt sSualetin widowed mother-ts - the wolf from the door.

2 m:mm nmluﬂhuw War - ng in the Carolinas, which
A of m British and the bated
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The - relentless British ; Commander Tarleton and hig dragoons de-
scended upon the peacetnl Waxhaw settlement and massacred a large
number and ravaged the homes of the settlers. Betty Jackson and
her sons, Andrew and Robert, ministered to the wounded. .
Britigh troops soon returned te demand a promise from everyoné to

take no part in the war thereafter. The Jacksons and Crawfords, not
desiring to make such a promise, took refuge in the hills.

REVOLUTIONARY SERVICE

Thereafter Andrew and Robert Jackson frequently accompanted bands
of patriots who would attack and harass the British troops. After one
heated engagement these boys of tender years spent the night in a forest
alone, and early next morning repaired to the home of a cousin for food.
A Tory informed the dragoons, who surrounded the house and captured
Robert and Andrew. The redcoats proceeded to wreek everything -An
the home, and a browbeating Hesslan officer ordered Andrew to clean
~his boots, Andy refused. “ Sir, I am 2. prisoner of war, and chim to
be ireated as such,” he said. The officer's sword descended upon
Andrew's head, when he parried the blow with his left hand, receiving a
deep gash, the ugly scar of which he carried to his grave. The brutal
officer next turned on Robert aBd ordered him to clean his boots.
Robert likewise refused. ‘The officer struck Robert upon the head with
tull force, cutting a deep gash. The boys were then thrown in a
crowded prison, where they and the other prisoners were cruelly treated,
were furnished no beds or medical attention, and given but a scant sup-
ply of miserable food. Smallpox broke out among the prisoners and,
being unchecked by medical attention, spread rapidly. Both Robert and
Andrew fell victims to this dread disease. In addition Robert.'s wound,
having never been dressed, bad become infected.

JACKSON’S MOTHER

In the meantime the mother worked tirelessly to effect the release of
her sons and finally succeeded in arranging for an exchahge of prisoners.
Betty Jackson carried her disease-racked and emaclated boys back home
and labored day and night to save them. Her efforts were of no avail ag
to Robert. In two days she buried him in the Waxhaw churchyard
besides his father. Andrew hovered between life and death for weeks—
in a state of delirlum. He flnally began to improve unfler the faithful
ministrations of his devoted mother, although he was an inmﬁd for
many months.

The following summer a cry for help éamie from the prison ships at
Charleston. Many of the prisoners were the kindred and neighbors of
Betty Jackson. Andrew now on the road to recovery, she went with
othér Waxhaw women on this mission of ‘mercy. After a tiresome
and pertlous journey of 160 miles they reached their destinstion. In a
few weeks Betty Jackmson joined her husband and two sons, a victim
of the ship fever which she contracted while ministeting to the sick
and wounded men on the British prison ship. She was buried in an
unmarked grave In an open field. Years later Andrew Jackson insti-
tuted a spectal inquiry to locate the spot where his berelc mother was
baried, but to no avail,

We catch but a fleeting glimpse of his mother, but erough that we can
easily surmise the source of Andrew Jackson's devotioa to duty, his
fidelity to purpose, his superb courage, his patriotism, and many ether
traits that characterized him. Retty Jackson’s nobility of eharacter left

a deep impress on her iliustrious son, who often spoke of her in terms
of tenderness and reverence,
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Reverting to our parrative; we thﬂ‘!nd Jaéknon facing the world
alone lt the ags of 14.
What hardships, what cruclties, wh! ‘suffering, what sorrows, what
/merve-racking, soul-stirring experien ve been crowded jfnto that short
_span, of years m Andrew Jackson !

\ .-+ 'TBACHES SCHOOL, ngmu LW
However, chhon was never known fg'give up. He never surrendered
to obstacles, however great. After him mother's death he worked for
six mounths in & saddler’s shop, but this gave no outlet for his ambitions.
Besides, it was not In Andrew Jackson’s make-up “ to play second fiddle.”
‘He way 8 born leader and was never sptisfied to follow or to take orders
‘from others. He next taught a “ field achool ” in the Waxhaws for two
years. He then studied Jaw in the of of Spence McCay, a lawyer of
Salisbyry, N. C.  According to reports e spent a portion of his time In
horpe racing, cock fighting, card pla , and rollicking. Despife these
dversions, he npplied himself assiduously to the-law books and was an
‘apt student. He completed his preparations for admission to the bar
in-the office of: Col. Spence Stokes. ’
In the spring of 1787, at the age. ot 20 yenu, young Jackson ob«
u!nod his law license.
- HEven at this age he bore \mmlstnmle evidences of leadership. Tall,
erect graceful,'dashing, with a strong personality, supreme courage,
-'and a high sense of justice, he was & recognized leader of the young
men ameng whom he moved. - He was likewise very popular with the
mﬂu towtrd whom he was always eefirtecus and chivalrous.

. Amurr-) PUBLIC PROSECUTGR-—GOES TO NASHVILLE

In 1788, John ‘McNairy, a friend ol _Jackson, was appointed judge
of the Buperior Court for the Western District of North Carolina,
which embraced that vast wilderness between the Alleghanies and the
Mississippl River, which later became the Btate of Tennessee. The
office of molicitar or publis prosecutor, was offered. to Jackson, and he
accepted. , .The eouru torrtbh district- were to- be- helq at Jonesboro
tndNuhﬂlle.,

-The Mmmﬂy Juge neNaiq, Solicitor Jsckson, and & few
llwyerl made the long and hasardops trip to Jonesboro. After re-
maining M for. several. weeks, thay, together with a crowd of
emigrants, mme the long and dangerous trip to Nashville, through
tracklesa forests infested with hostils Indians. By common consent
young JIackson took command-of the jarty. - Ahout the time of their
arrival in, Nashville news reached mthmt a majority of the States
had adopted the Federal Constitution. .-

, At this time Nashville was a ratbeg«important frontier settlement
That country,.embracing: what later sigcame’' the State of Tennessee,
wap inhabitated by various tribes of ns, including the Cherokees,
Chectaws, Sbawnees, Chickasaws, and’Creeks. There had been many
clashes between the white gettlers and ‘the Indians with the result that
much hostility existed. .From the year.1780 to 1704 the Indians killed
. an average of one whii in ¢ 10 days within § miles of
Neshvilie, ‘Jackson's, ntlvnl 33 .white men
e mmadhte viclnity of Nash-
ore - perlloul in sections more

.
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© APPOINTED FBDERAL AFTORNEY GENERAK

On May 26, 1790, Congress organized the country between the Ohdo
River and the present States of Alibama and Mississippi and bounded
on the west by the Misstssippi River, as * the Territory of the United
States southwest of the Ohio River.” John M¢Nairy was continued in
office ag territorial judge and Andrew Jackeom was appointed Federal
attorney geperal of the Mero district,

BACHEL DONBLSON .

Eight years before Jackson's arrival at Naghville a company of set-
tlers, led by Col, John Donelson, a Virginia surveyor, had arrived there.
Rather than hazard the dangers and hardships of traveling through the
wilderness, this company bad made the trip by water in flatboats, float-
ing down the River Holston to the Tennessee, down the Tennessee to
the Ohio, up the Ohio to the Cumberland, and up the Cumberland to
Nashville, a distance of more than 2,000 miles. I shall not take time
to marrate the hardships endured on this perilous  4-month voyage.

Tn this party was the daughter of Colonel Donelson, black-eyed, black-
bhaired, vivacious Rachel. At an early age she married. Lewis Robards,
of Kentucky. All did not go well with them. While handsome, Robards
was overbearing and brutal, They separated, Robards returning to Ken-
tucky. Afier a time word came direct from him that be bad obtained &
divorce from Rachel. This news was accepted as the truth by every-
body. Andrew Jackson and Rachel Donelson Robards fell in love with
each otber and were In time married—in Nowember, 1791; Jackson
wag then 24 years of age and Rachel 4 yvears younger. After they had
been happily mmrried for two years it developed that, while proceedings
bad been instituted, yet Bobards had not obtsined s decree of divorce
at the time Jackson and Rachel were married, aithough a final decree
had subsequently been entered. While Andrew Jackson and Rachel had
undoubtedly married in perfect good taith, yet, upon receipt of this news,
they were promptly remarried. However, the fact that they had lived
together as mgm and wife for a time prior to an actual dtverce between
Robards and \Rachel furnished a sweet morsel for the enemies of
Jackson, and this circamwstance played u couspicuous part tn the pubse-
guent lives of both Andrew Jackson and his wife. .

In passing it may be of interest te note that Col. John Donelson
had been killed by the Indians prior to Jackso#'s arrival at Naehviile.

The greatest tragedy in the life of 0ld Bickory was that his beloved
wife, the sweet, pious Rachel, than whom a more chaste woman never
lived, should be cruelly and unjustly branded with the scarlet letter.
However, the good women and men of Nashville understood and Rachel
Jackson was invariably received and welcomed into the very best cireles
without question. There wea only an intermittent remark by some

enemy or scandal monger, until the circumstance referred to was
revived during Jacksom’s candidacy for the Presideacy, to which refer
ence will later be made.

MEMBER OF CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

The territorial legisiature ordered the census to be taken in 1795,
when it developed that the territory contalned 77,262 inhahltants, more
than the 80,000 inhabitants required for admission of the territery
Into the Union as a State. Governor Blount called a comstifutional
conventfon to assemble January 11, 1766, at Knoxville, * for the purpose
of forming a comstitution or permanent form of government,” the terri-

toriel governor and the inhabitants proceedin; n the basis that th
106708 —0240 & e i
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were eniitled to statehood, although Qgpgress hed not enacted legisla-
tion proku for the admission of uu territory to statehood. Andrew
JInckson waa cne of the five delegutes’ bom Davidaon County elected to
this convention.

The convention eompleted its 1abora, leaving to the assembly, which
‘it created, the task of putting the neg tate government into operation,
and fixed March 28, 1706, as the time when the territorial government
should explre. It declared, moreover,:that if Congress should fail to
sdmit Tennessee to statehood, the emsmonwealth would continue to
exist as an independent state.

This deflant attitude was not recelni with entire favor by President
Washington or the Federalists. However, Thomas Jefferson, after
studying this constitution, praised it u.the most republican one of all
‘the State conatitutions. .

At any rate, affer considerable debate, Congress admitted the State
of '.l!hneuee into the Union-on June 1, 1796

JACKSON FIRST- numn UNITED STATES MOUSE OF° innmxn-nvn FROM
 TENNESEB

" Penriessee was entitled to but one Representative in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Andrew Jackson was glected to this post in the fall
of 1796. In the latter part of Octobse he bade Rachel good-bye and
set’ off on horaebick for Philadelphia, a @istance of 800 miles, and served

- fn Congress-untfl the 34 of March follswing. During this brief period
he msnifested that deep éonviction aﬂl independence -of spirit which
always chneterhed him. He also in obtaining the passage
of two measures of particalar interest to Tennesseeans, which increased
his popularity’ ét home. Upon his rem home he was enthusiastically
received at-Nashville, as his service'at the National Capital had in
every way been satisfactory to his comatituents.

UNITED STATES SENATOR

On Novembher 22, 1797, Jackson was clected United Btates Senator
by the Legisistire.of Tenmessee. Howewer, senatorial work and Phila-
delphia life were distasteful to Jacksom. He longed for Kis devoted
wife, his baloved Tennessee, and the grest outdoors. In Aprfl, 1798, he
took leave of the Senate, returned homl, and resigned from the Senate
In June, - -

: Jupen- or STATE smnn COURT

Jnchon wu now 81 ye‘n of né Hpvlnx dlvestpd himself of
public aiee. fie made up bis ming ta, devote the rest of his life to
mnujnq plnnhuon md’ leeping .gencral gtore; but without any
wll from Mm, the’ lecuhture elicted him a jndge of the State
supreme egyrt. JHe rell;_chn,gly accepfgd the pfice and served in that
capicity for six yedrs. Jackson ‘was pef very learned in the law, but

ke m & profound sense of mlttce, ind consequently made a splendid
judge. He maintained the dignity the authority of the position
at all times.

woiennnorrﬁnsm MILITA .
Tit 1801 Jackson was elected major gelieral of Tennessee Militia, This
mnwmnmm.uuammummmmennm
vas mmioes:
nmmnmmmmm
TR R @o—u; ’_C.
b SEexER
pelitieally ambitious. I do
» sa¥e one, and he failed to
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obtain that. When Jefferson was President Jackson applied to him for
appointment "as Governor of the Territory of Louisiana, but Jefferson
turned him down. This was in 1808, soon after the purchase of the
Territory of Louisians. It is sipgular that “the founder of the Demo-
erntic Party and the greatest exponent of Democratic principles should
have denied a relatively unimportant appointment to that other great
Democrat, who subsequently, more than any man in the history of this
Rlepublic, injected breathing, throbbing Mfe into the printiples enun-
ctated by JYefferson.
HOME LIFE

Jackson spent the next few years at the Hermitage, devoting his time
and efforts to his plantations and stores. He was a progressive, suc-
cessful planter. He had as many as 150 slaves at a time; he wag very
kind to them and they loved him, His name signed to paper made it
good as legal tender anywhere in Tennessee.

Andrew and Rachel Jackson were not blessed with any children of
thelr own. However, he adopted a son of one of Mrs, Jackson’s broth-
ers and named bim Andrew Jackson, jr. Another nephew of Mra.
Jackson was pnamed An@rew Jackson Donelson. Jackson would fondle
and piay with these boys by the hour. He was very Rospituble and
frequently bad other children, relatives, and friends In his home.

Having heard so much of his turbulent, flery spirit, even of him
Deing 2 man-killer, visitors to The Hermitnge and later the White House
marveled at the extraordinary patience of General Juckson in his
home. He wans pever even cross with the childrén, biw ‘wife, or the
servabts, Relentless and ruthless as he was toward bly adversarics,
Jackson was tender, gentle, and affectfonate in his own home. Tem-
pestuous a8 was his life elsswhere there was always pesce ‘and qulstude
around his own fireside. However much his grim and sustere demeaner
may have held others in awe the members of his own household re-
garded him with tenderest affection and treated hlm with utmost
familiarity.

However, this peaceful and happy eXxistence at The mmnltnge was
oot to continue indefinitely. Jackson wes born under a Star that
ptesaged action. To be precise, he was born under thé sign ot the
planet Mars—the god of war, -

WAR OF 1812

War clouds were rapidly gathering, due to the controversies between
the United States and Great Britain. War was declared on' Jome 12,
1812, Led by Henry Clay and John C. Caltoun, the war fever ran
high in the West and South. New England was decidedly hostile to
the war. To quote the language of David Karsner in his blography of
Andrew Jackson, “ Duniel  Webster led n strong antiwar eontingent
which skated mighty close to the brink of sedition” He socceeded I
defeating the conscription bill in Congress, leaving this eountry entively
dependent upon volunteers. The stagding Army of the United States
consisted of about 7,000 men. The American Navy cobsisted of a dogen
fighting ships, while Enghnd possessed nearly a fhousand,

New Enginnd remained hostile to the war and refused to send their
quota of soldiers to the fremt. As late as 1814 a tenvention repre
senting five New England States was held at Hartford and w its
opposition to the wae in which we were tifent emgnged. -

Within o few days atter the declaration of war Genenl Jackson,
through Governor Blount, tendered to President Madison his mm
and those of the 2,800 milittemen uhder his command. The ollér s

Promptly accepted, but no fuhds for the squiprvent nd
106703—6240 "’M ﬂ e
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cotnimany’ Wetd tursished by the ¥ Goveriment. However, Jack- -
won prockeied with, preparations; advi$ing the soldlers that they should
Turfilih ‘ thetr Swi " arms; mmunmon, and campalgn equipment, for
wibieh RW “copfidently expected “the Government would Ilater
colppénkite ‘thti. * Qn Jativary 7, 1 two months after President
“bad ''vegtiésted Tetméssee #‘move the Army to the Gulf,

t JFicksou's ariy Etarted for that polnfl the Cavalty gofrg through the i
~  country and the Infantry on'boats the Cumberland into the Mis-

siesfppl. General Wilkinson, who wils in command at New Orleans, *

sent a courler informing Jackson t‘ Balt Mis troops at Natchez, as s
nefther quarters nor provisions were ‘?“d’ far them at New Orleans.
On February 6 Jackson received o from the War Department to

dismisy his troops and deuver to ison all articles of public prop- a
erty 1n his possession, ™as the cause of embodying and marching to

New Orleans the corps under your command bas ceased to exist.” r

Jackson’s soldlers had mo Governmémt property, had not received a
penny of puy, were 500 miles from hofge, many of them slek, and the
‘spler was that they be dismissed—witliout means of transport back to ]
thely: bemes. Jackson very properly fgnored the order from the ‘War
Departwment,  resolving to  perwonally conduet bis men back to their
homes. © He purchased -supplies in Nﬂehel for the march homeward, r
#iving the merchants drafts for the amounts, advising them that if the :
Qokerument falled $0 henor the drafts, ke would make them good out of
s own .- pepkeet, - One-hundred and fifty of hin menr were sick as they
commenced the; long, cold, arduous march of 560 miles through the

" wildernsws - to ‘Tonnosvee. Means for the transportation of the sick

‘weve wery  meager, -and Gemperal Jackgen himself gave uwp his three
- wownts- b the -gick wwes, and. merched gfoot with his ragged army, al-
though then 46 years old. Jackson’s conduet toward his men during
this trying ordeal won him thetr evetlasting affection and reverence,
&nd they bestowsd upor him the affeetipnate nickname, “ Oid Hickory.”
On May 22, 1813, his army was dismissed. However, as will be later
nemn, thia mistreatment of Jackson b,me War Bep-rtm-nt du not cool
s ardor or dpmppn hia patriotism.-
- Allaiee had: been  golung bedly foz Amenun mu. wms the single
.aounn of the motable vietory of Commodore Pexxy on Lake Erfe.
CONQUINRS CREEK LXDIANS

" -Ineited,-ortned and sided by, the Britigh, the Creek Indians were over-

" rumsing the southern country,maraudiig, piiiaging, barning, and buteh-

i ey the whites. and friendly Indians. 5 They, had memsacred the garri- :
- en wnd-Prmutus of Fort Mims, on Auvjust 80,1813, The Governor of .
4! Penwaweee und others repaired to tha;Hermitage to consult General t
1 -Inelmon, who was in bed from seriowjironnds recently reeeived in an
tt gifuention: with the Bextons. His wif® propped Jacksop up In bed for
this dutiell -of war.. e smsured the g r and committee that he
wouldl Jeed the army i he had to be ne On u streteher.- Governor
Mvtnt calied for 3,500 volanteers and felected Andrew Jackwon to tead
Mﬂmnmm on of The mevement for de-

mu at Cxmp Blount, Fayetteville,
rhele mmne- of food and ammaunition
The ‘Simy wmsembied at the tfme and
' Jaeksony m #yigorous campaign against the
mtm‘ il in five important batties, wnd N

g tresty’ of : wis one of the bloodiest and

' 8 the Tollavs on this continent.
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Many have felt that one of Jackson’s faults was that he was too
relentless toward the Indians. If he was, he viewed it as a matter of
military strategy and necessity. As evidence of the personal side of
his nature an incident is given. In the battle at Tallushatchee all of
the Indian warriors were killed. An Indian papoose was found on the
battle field. Jackson asked first one squaw and the another to care for
the infant, but each refused. Whereupon Jackeon took charge of the
papoose, tenderly cared for it temporarily, gent him to Huntsville to be
cared for until the end of the war, and then took him to the Hermitage
where he became the playmate of Iittle Andy. General Jackson reared
and educated him, and his body reposes in the garden of the Hermitage.

Camp Blount was used as a place of rendezvous during this campaign,
and when the Creek War was ended the army was there discharged from
further service. Camp Blount is in the district which I bave the honor
to represent.

MAJOR GENERAL OF UNITED STATES ARMY

After he had conquered the Creek Indians Andrew Jackson was
appointed major general of the United States Army. Having learned
that the Spaniards were harboring Creek Indians and also allowing the
British to occupy the town and forts at Pensacola, Jackson came to the
conclusion that the British had designs on Pensacola or New Orleans.
He agalin called for volunteers. General Coffee raised about 2,500 cav-
alrymen and occupled Camp Blount, and moved from there on October 5,
1814, and marched to Fort Montgomery, near Mobile, where he joined
General Jackson’s army.

General Jackson tcok command and marched to Pensacola, where he
conquered the Spaniards, blew up the Spanish forts, and drove the
British out of town. After this Jackson and his army marched to
New Orleans for the defense of that city.

BATTLE OF NEW ORLRANS

General Jackson with his army arrived in New Orleans December 2,
1814, The people of New Orleans were disappointed in the appearance
of General Jackson. They expected to see a robust, pompous general
arrayed in all the gay panoplies of war. Instead they beheld a spare,
gaunt frontiersman, his garb simple and badly worn from the cam-
paigns through which he had passed. However, they were glad to
welcome any defender, and gave a banquet, at which local orators in-
dulged in much fervent patriotic appeal. . Jackson replied in a briet,
simple talk, but to the point, He declared that he had come to protect
the city and to drive the enemy into the gea, or perish in the attempt.
He called upon all citizens to bury their differences and rally to the
defense of their couniry. He made it clear that his word would be law
and must be respected and obeyed.

The facts relating to the Battle of New Orleans are so well known
that I shall but briefly describe them. However, such a deseription
would be incomplete without reference to the conditions leading up to
that famous victory. During the first two years of the War of 1812
the British victories over our Armjes had not only been complete but
disastrous and humiliating—we had not won a single land battle,

The enemy had captured
had-capéused and partially burned the National Capital. OQur President
and the seat of government had been driven from Washington. The
martial spirit of the Nation seemed to have been largely broken; our
morale was at a low ebb. England was In a state of glorification.
Many sections of our country were demanding pence at any price, The
President had sent a commission of five notable men to Europe to seek
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poace.. ‘They had beem harghtily recelded, ymd the British'demanded
ot s_nmhu terms, incl.\ldllg ’«-idk"i-oﬁ that :territory. mow

amm

aann-o-t previded 10 meéans wlth te do it.- It is with pride
‘that I petut to the:fact that the old ¢ tesr State of Tennessee met
% emergency, and through Itx legislatuge appropriated $300,000 for the
equlpment and expenses of an army to be raised by Jackson. Bo far as
I am aware, this is the only instance since the establishment of our
Government that a State has made & 4ppropriation for the national
defonmy. . "Whertapon, General m#ﬂlckly mobilised an army of

5,300 men at Fayetteville, Tenn.

- Jucksox had abowt: 8,000 treops at M Orleans, sturdy frontiersmen,
wearing coonskin ceps, hunting shirts, 4ind armed chiefly with squirrel
rifss. He waw eoufyonted by General Pakenbam, with over 12,000
traived amd ssmsomed British troops, whiy bad fought under Wellington

many of whom lster coversd themspelves with glery at Waterloo
1D combat with Napoleon's legions ; many of yhom had recently partici-
pated in the me of Baltimore amk Washington. Jnckson began
attacking the Britlsh at night on December 23, 1814, and kept it up
until the fipal, . dechiu battle on Januhry 8, 1815, when he and his
troops won thefr miraculous victory, Xil yilling and wounding a large
mimber of Bpitish’ n-oops and driving the rematoder in disorder from the
field. ' The ‘alin of the Tennessee ¥rontieramen was evidenced by
the fact that. Geperal Pakenham was kifled; Gibbs, who succeeded him,
was killed; and many other high offesie fn the British ranks met a
simlisr. fafe.  The wost, remarksbie fesfure of this wonderful victory
was thaf the Amerieans sustained . Josf of ‘enly ‘8 Kkilled and 13
wounded This most marvelous and glwdous victory ever won by Amsr
{can armn was acclaimed with wildest 3% throughout the Nation from
President - Madison down to the humblest citisen Jaekwon was the
groat natiensl ‘hero.. His nilse wad ob $very tonguwe. Asx expreased by
mwm m “mmutly uenzed the nmm-um of an
sphsppy warl: i ¢

- Walle it is thue that tmnutvlcuomm mum-znmg of
the treaty st Ghent, yet in the light of subsequent eveznts we know that
1t was_ode of the mast impertant and fanvenching eventy in our bistory;
among othar things it amured to us the Preserration and powesston of
mmm comprising 84 ol our great Sfeten- -

© L plicLiNES ArPOIREMEwE AN icnrnn OF war’

_Upon hh elecgl«m in 1816, President lQonroe tendered to Jackson the
position of Becrétary of War, but he progptly declined it.

@ - GQVEBNOR OF WESKIDA

. !uuvu.nmbczﬂ 1817, Gewersl Jackson entered upon his sec:
ond Flezida campaign. In Februmy, HIB, Spiin ceded Plorkda to the
United BStates. In 1821 Presjdmnt Momten sppeinted Jackmsn Gevernor
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FIRST BACE FOR PRESIDENT

On July 20, 1822, Jackson had been placed in nomination for the
Presidency by the Legislature of Tennessee. On March 4, 1824, he was
nominated for President by the Philadelphia convention. In the ensu-
ing election Jackson received a plurality of both the popular and elec-
toral votes for President over his three opponents, Adams, Clay, and
Crawford, but, not having received a majority of all the electoral votes,
the election was thrown into the House of Representatives, which
elected John Quincy Adams.

ELECTED PRESIDENT

In October, 1825, the Tennessee Legislature again placed Jackson in
nomination for the Presidency.

He was ogain nominated as the Democratic standard bearer for the
Presidency in 1828, After the most bitter and scurrilous campaign
this country has ever known he was triumphantly elected. In view of
the powerful interests arrayed against him and the character of the
campaign waged against him, he achieved a remarkable victory, secur-
ing 178 electoral votes, while John Quincy Adams recelved but 83. It
is needless to state that he had the loyal support of the masses of the
people.

OVERWHELMINGLY REELECTED PRESIDENT

The popularity of his first administration was attested by the fact
that he was triumphantly reelected in 1832, receiving 219 electoral
votes against 67 for all of his opponents.

JACKSON THE MASON

General Jackson had been grand master of the Masonic fraternity of
Tennessee. During his first term as President the héad of his Cabinet
was Secretary of State Edward Livingston, who was the highest-ranking
Mason in America. In 1832 William Work was nominated for President
by the anti-Masons and Henry Clay was nominated by the Whigs. The
anti-Masons and Whigs worked in close cooperation and with complete
understanding. During the campaign Ex-President Jobn Quincy Adams
made a bitter attack on Masonry and Edward Livingston. It is need-
less to relate that Jackson went on record agalnst this anti-Mason
hysteria and tbat the Masons rallied to Jackson’s banner. The cam-
paign against Jackson in 1832 was quite as bitter ard scurrilous as
that waged against him in 1828, but with even more disastrous results
to the opposition. In discussing this campaign in his admirable work,
The Party Battles of the Jackson Period, Claude G. Bowers gays in
part :

“Thus the Whigs used every weapon that came into their hands—
money, subsidized and bought papers, the bostility of Masonry, the hate
of the nullifiers, the fear of Van Buren, intimidation, coercion, and
slander. And something comparatively new to politics—the cartoon—
soon became a feature of the fight. Here the Democrats were at a dis-
advantage and the pictorial editorials that have come down to us are
largely anti-Jackson. Here we find the President pictured as a raving
maniac, as Don Quixote tilting at the pillars of the splendid marble
bank building in Philadelphia, as a burglar attempting to force the
bank doors with a battering ram, while the most popular cartoon among
the friends of Clay pictured Jackson receiving a crown from Van Buren
and a scepter from the devil”

When Jackson entered the White House he had about $5,000 in
money. After his eight years' distinguished and triumphant gervice as

Chief Executive he left Washington for the Hermitage with $90 in money,
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with Rachel's pleture aod her Bible, fgem, which bo bad read every ’1
night. The Presideacy Bad cost him ¢} of hia savizgx, and he was L8
iu gedt. He onve more settled down ﬁqthequie; life of & farmer and
lnentthoreuothhdul. Hepﬁdaultmsdwu.hrhtwnggood
farmer, but died eunpnntrvel: & poor sgu.
I am discusaing rather the personal side of- Andrew Jacksom, Time
orbldl a_detailed parrative of his mapy and valuable schievements
while an eccupant of the White House. .
WOBY POPULAR AMIRICAN, ACHIEVEMENYS Se
When Jackson entered the White Hopse he was the most popular of '8
all Americans. After eight years of $he most bitter and turbulent ’
administrations in the Natfon’s history he retired to private life .
stronger than ever in the affections of the people., Throughout his presi- .
denfial carger he was constantly harassed by a hostile Senate; he had
nlt;ed against him those lble and astute statesmen, Clay,. Webster, r

nd alboun. The battle hetween the fgstile Benaie on the one hand
resident Ja&on oa be other raged with unremitting fury and
bltterness Jackson asked no quarter and gave none. qe alwaysg camo [o)
put _victor. He was. invincible. He never lost the confidence and
support of the people.

From bis quiet retrest at tbe Hermitage, Which by the way is h r
quite as attractive and interesting as Mofint Verndn, Jackson caused the
nomination, 4nd his Influence effected the election of his two muccessors n

in the presidentini chalir, Van Buren dnd Polk. For a quarter of a

century he controlled the political destinies of this Nation and for

a. century his achlevements and influente have colored the affajrs of

our country.

" In accepting upon behalf of the Uplted States the splendid bronze

statue of Andrew Jackson presented by the State of Tennelsee. to be ) ]

placed In Statuary Hall, President CooRlige sald of bim: h

“ History accords bim ome of the bigh positions lmnng the great a
pames of our country. Ho gave to the viationalist spirit through loyalty Pt
to the Ualon & new strength which wag declslve for maby yesrs. His 1

management ‘of oGr foteign Affairs was such as to secure & Wholesome
respect for our Government ‘and the righits of its eitizens. * ¢ Teft the
Treasury withont obﬁnﬂons and with a surplus Comtag up from
the people, he demonstrated that these B sufclent substance In self-
government to’sdlve importaat public questions and rise sapetior to & t
perplesing ¢fiafls. ‘Like a trie ploneer, be broke through nll the re-
strainty and \bpediments tte Which Be’was born and, leaving behind
the provinclalioms and prejudides of bie Shy, pished ont toward s larger 5
freetdom uud a sounder Government, ing the country with him!” -
Au_beforé snvim, Yackeon's stholastic -fratping was very meager: but
%o bad wuell 4" kblen d nstara] inteliéd and acquired soth an excel-
lent education in the school of experlence, by ¥een observation gnd
intelllgent reading, that ome o‘! his M.grapharl exprened his opinion ’
that Jackson was the finest Iotier writer this coumatry had prodoced, -
wnd the lute Congressmar Yumwes DI, Richardwon, who compiled the
Mmdhpmurmerrwdenu.mhnmmmmnt
that Jackson's stute papert were the greatest of all our Presidents.
Tackeoh was Dot cultured ; hodﬁnot\avenntenry edutatton. Te
mmmwtmaﬂ:wam;mud-uammnam . !
ably cared less. He made mistakes W orthography, dut, after an,
wpalled better than the Father of Our Country; even as Iate a Presi-
Munummea-mmﬂmmnnmm
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phonetic spelllng. Yet Jackson’s head was chucked full of wisdom such
a8 is seldom possessed even by perfect grammarians and spellers. His
superjor intelligence, his fron will, his dauntless courage overcame gall
deficiencies of scholastic training; and the latter are overlooked except
by those puny, contemptible minds which grovel on the floor looking
for specks.

By sheer force of intellect, unadulterated patriotism, indomitable will,
apd invincible courage, he displayed qualities of extraordinary ver-
satility. By his thirty-third birthday he had served as public prose-
cutor, Federal Attorney General, Representative in Congress, United
States Senator, Supreme Court judge, and major general. He had
sought none of these offices, and resigned from all of them before his
terms expired. .

Like all great men of positive character and fearless action, he had
many bitter foes and was the victim of much unjust slander. Only
recently we are getting histories and biographies which do Justice to
Andrew Jackson and his great achievements; even some of the recent
writers still give currency to slanders which have long since been thor-
oughly discredited.

Jackson is now generally rccognized as having been truly a great
President. He so impressed himself upon the history of our country
that we speak of the “Jackson peried.” One of his greatest contribu-
tions was to make our Government responsive to the will of the people.
As has been aptly said, Jefferson epunciated the principles of a gov-
ernment of the people and for the people, and Jackson completed the
process by making it a government of the people, for the people, and by
the people.

To again quote that trenchant biographer, Claude G. Bowers:

“Apdrew Jackson was the organizer of democracy. He found the
masses helpless and futile in the midst of thelr tools, and he taught
them how to use them. He mobilized the scattered forces of ordinary
mren ; vitalized them with energy, fired them with his faith, and made
sharpshooters of them, every one. He made the trapper in the wilder-
ness, the worker on the wharf, the toiler in the factory, and the farmer
in the field realize that the Government is his Government in days of
peace as well as when he is solemnly reminded of it in days of battle.

“When they reminded him that these men of the masses were un-
trained in government, he answered that in a democracy it was high
time to train them. When the timid cringed at the thought of these
crude folk being awakened to a realization of their civic power, he
consoled himself with the reflection that they were the same crude folk
who battled behind him at New Orleans. He knew that men good

enough to die for the Republic are good enough to have a voice in the
determination of its destiny; and he knew that a nation that will
exact a life and withhold a civic right is not fit to live."

‘Without previous training, Jackson demonstrated his ability to cope
with every situation in any field of endeavor. He even demonstrated
the fact that he was a diplomat and capable of successfully coping with
grave international problems. When he became President many old
and vexatioug questions with foreign countries were pending, all of
which he soon satisfactorily adjusted, and when he retired from the
Presidency he did not begueath to his successor a single pending
controversy with a foreign nation.

His sterling party service has furrished us the descriptive term,
 Jacksonian Democracy,” and Democrats throughout the Nation assem-
ble on * Jackson Day,” to pay him homage.
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It was Jackson who established the-eustom of party platforms, his
parpose belng to take the peopls umue oounsel and eoufidence of
pnrty leldel‘s N .

’ CHARACTER SKNTCH

Andrew Jackson had many faults, it i8 true, but absolutely none that

mpromlled lmnorl integrity, justice, or patriotism. Generally his

idlts were merely the excesses of t‘ﬂg very virtues which made him
great.

His gensmve, bigh-strung nature, iy impetuous will, his readiness to
fesent an insult, his determination to vedress a wrong, his utter fearless-
ness naturally led him into paths that more phlegmatic and timid
souls would dare not tread. However, a remarkable feature of Jackson’s
complex nature was that he was always calm and collected in every
crisfs.

Jackson was not sly or subtle. He sever resorted to artifice, deceit,

‘or even tact. He was blunlt and stralghttorwnrd ﬂe always spoke in
‘unmistakable terms. He hever equlvoeu ed. He never * trimmed his

eails.” He always struck straight from the shoulder.

No obstacle discouraged, no danger deterred Andrew Jackson. Both
his moral and physical courage was supreme under all circumstances.
He feared no mortal man ; he feared no #ggregation of men. No power,
no influenee couid turn him away from the path of duty as he saw fit.
His lion heart never quailed; his iron will never wavered. He was
superiatively a real man.-

Commodore Elliott brought from Palestine, in the U. 8. 8. Conatitu-
Pon, a magnificent sarcophagus belleved to have contained the body of
the Roman emperor, Alexander Severus. A short time before Jackson's
death the colamodore wrote to him telling about the sarcophagus, saying,
“I pray you to live on in fear of the Lord, dying the death of a Roman
soldier ; an emperor's coffin awaits you.”

General Jackson promptly replied as follows:

“I must decline accepting the honor intended to be bestowed. I can
not consent that my mortal body shall be laid in a repository prepared
for an emperor or a king. My republican feelings and principles forbid
it; the simplicity of our system of government forbids it.” True virtue
can not exist where pomp and parade are the governing pasgions; it
can only dwell with the people—the great laboring and producing classes
that form the bone and sinew of our Confederacy. I have prepared
an humble depository for my mortal body beside that wherein lies my
beloved wife.” '

Jackson spent the last 17 years of his life without his beloved
Rachel, who passed away shortly after his first trlumphant election to
the Presidency. Rachel had pined away with a broken heart as a
desult of cruel slanders before mentloned, which were revived and
embellished in that campaign.

A sghort time before his death, General Jackson's pastor went to his
bedside and said:

“ General, the doctor informs me that you have but a short time to
live. You must remember that if you expect forgiveness you yourself
must forgive all your enemies.”

The old fellow turned his eyes to the wall where hung Rachel’s por-
trait, with trembling fingers pointed to it, and said:

“] forgive them all—except her traducers.”

For many years before his death General Jackson was afflicted with
taberculosis, and finally dropsy developed. He suffered the most excru-
ciating agony, but he never flinched nor complained.

. 108703—6240 .

"~

Cf

?]

’

e

i

hi
&

3!

- u ot



16

THE END

During his last hours Jackson manifested hig greatness and patriotism
when he said:

“ May my enemies find peace; may the liberties of my country endure
forever.”

The end came on Sunday, June 8, 1845. The members of his house.
hold, and even.his faithful slaves, were admitted into his presence.
General Jackson heard them sobbing and said: * Do not cry, dear chil-
dren, we 2l will meet in heaven—all—white and black.” And then in a
voice so weak that it was scarcely audible, he uttered his last words:
* Heaven will be no hcaven to me if I do not meet my wife there.”

The grim reaper mercifully ended his sufferings and sent his proud
spirit to join his Rachel. His mortal body was laid to rest beside that
.ef his beloved wife in the garden of the Hermitage.

In the graphic words of Gerald W, Johnson :

“The wilderness which had slain his father yielded to Andrew Jack-
son. The war which destroyed his mother and his brothers he survived.
The wild frontier to which they dispatched him on a dangerous mission
ke subdued. The enemies that rose against him he struck down. He
swept the red man lbeyoad the great river. He swept the British into
the sea. The country thundered his acclaim and showered honors upon
him. It gave him the Presidency, and he made the Presidency such a
power as it never had been before. The immigrant linen draper’s son
touched the height of human glory and his renown echoed throughout
the world.”

As his handsome bronze statue graces the National Hall of Fame, go
bis clharacter and achbievements place Andrew Jackson among the im-
motrtals.
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