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Congress declared that, under both federal and state antitrust law, the Rule of
Reason shall govern joint ventures and standards development organizations while
engaged in a standards development activity.

I appreciate the opportunity to share my concerns with the Federal Trade

Commission and commend the Federal Trade Commission for its sponsorship of
these important Hearings on Competition and Consumer Protection in the 21"

Century.

Sincerely, —

i o A

Robert M. Langer
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“In any action under the antitrust laws, or under any State law similar to the antitrust laws, the
conduct of —
(1) any person in making or performing a contract to carry out a joint venture, or
(2) a standards development organization while engaged in a standards development activity,
shall not be deemed illegal per se; such conduct shall be judged on the basis of its
reasonableness, taking into account all relevant factors affecting competition, including, but
not limited to, effects on competition in properly defined, relevant research, development,
product, process, and service markets. For purposes of determining a properly defined,
relevant market, worldwide capacity shall be considered to the extent that it may be
appropriate in the circumstances.”
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