Dear FTC Commissioners:

| am an optometrist serving the communities surrounding my Pontiac, IL and Fairbury, IL

optometric practices.

|, my partner optometrists, and the majority of optometrists around the country follow every
detail of the contact lens laws. As medical devices, it's important that they are properly
regulated to protect the eye health of the general public. As such, it's outrageous that
optometrists and ophthalmologists are being targeted by a misguided Contact Lens Rule.
Asking us to complete and store paperwork will be cumbersome to patients and without
benefit as they are already provided a paper copy of their prescription and know that contact
lenses can be purchased elsewhere. Additionally, it requires extra effort and staff time to ask
for signatures and store the files in our electronic health records; this is an unnecessary burden
to small independent offices such as mine. Asking our patients to complete paperwork is

unnecessary, burdensome, and negatively impacts the doctor-patient relationship.

Your efforts would be better spent targeting retailers who violate current laws and sell contact
lenses without prescriptions, ignore expired prescriptions, or do not attempt appropriate
verification procedures. Furthermore, there are companies selling contact lenses that were not
manufactured for US markets. Contact lenses sold by optometric providers are supplied
directly from the contact lens manufactures and abide by the laws regarding prescription

specifications and expiration dates.

There are many voices purportedly paying consultants to voice unfounded claims about why
you should continue with the proposed rule. | urge you to listen to the nation’s eye doctors
and other public health experts in recognizing contact lenses as a medical device and by
joining with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) in making quality care and patient health and safety a priority in Washington, DC.

Sincerely,
Janelle J. Brown, OD


https://www.buzzfeed.com/janelytvynenko/this-public-relations-firm-has-been-secretly-placing?utm_term=.rx9WVz07ek#.thB2qWvLlD

