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Dear Chairwoman Ramirez,  

 

I am a first year student at the Illinois College of Optometry in Chicago. Living through my first 

two quarters of classes seemed like a long journey with 3 exams per week and never-ending lab 

practices or skills check-offs. However, becoming an optometrist has been my dream for the past 

5 years of my educational career. Optometry is an exciting field that is both challenging and 

unique. I love the close patient care that’s possible in this profession and how each patient brings 

a story of their own. Furthermore, I can bring in business aspects into my work whether that be 

advertising for eyeglass brands or promoting new and evolving lenses for patients! Optometry is 

always changing and improving to better the care for our patients.  Unfortunately, optometry has 

its pitfalls as well. After being accepted to optometry school, I started to realize a few not-so-

good things.  

 

Optometry is not as well thought of in the medical profession world. Some people don’t even 

consider us doctors, but rather health workers that provide glasses and a yearly prescription. I 

even had some friends who thought going to see the eye doctor was useless when they could 

simply open an app on their smart phone themselves. People mocked the idea of this career and 

the importance of primary care for vision. One of the pressing issues today is the selling of 

contact lenses by online vendors which have been causing great risk in numerous patients across 

the country. Although I have yet to give out my own prescriptions, when I graduate, I would 

want my hard-earned work to be appreciated, but my main concern is for the betterment of the 

community. I believe my future job would be to determine the health of ones’ vision, not simply 

what they need to see every day, but more of a long term effect where I can monitor their vision 

across their lifetime. In turn, I would want the patients to appreciate my care for them and 

understand that our medical goal is not to earn more money, but to place the health and safety of 

patients above all else. I oppose the new FTC proposal to require all contact lens wearing 

patients to sign an acknowledgement of receipt of their prescription. 

 

I hope you consider my thoughts as a young student who still has yet to practice! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Elizabeth Cho 


