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Federal Trade Commission 
Title: Notice of Workshop and Opportunity for Comment 
Subject Category: The "Sharing" Economy: Issues Facing Platforms, Participants, and Regulators A Federal Trade 
Commission Workshop 
Published: Date To Be Added 
Comments Due: Tuesday, August 4, 2015 

Invitation To Comment: 
The Federal Trade Commission ("Commission" or "FTC") will hold a workshop to explore issues relating to emerging 
internet peer-to-peer platforms--often called the "sharing" economy--and the economic activity these platforms 
facilitate. The workshop will examine competition, consumer protection, and economic issues arising in the sharing 
economy to promote more informed analysis of its competitive dynamics as well as benefits and risks to consumers. 
The workshop will consider if, and the extent to which, existing regulatory frameworks can be responsive to new 
sharing economy business models while maintaining appropriate consumer protections. It also will examine how 
various regulatory choices may affect competition and consumers. 

The Commission invites public comment on the questions outlined below. The Commission seeks the views of 
consumers, business representatives, economists, lawyers, academics, and other interested parties. As explained below, 
comments will be considered for workshop planning purposes and may inform a report or further public discussions 
about these issues. 

Prior to the workshop, the Commission will publish an agenda, names of speakers, and further information on the 
workshop website. 

The workshop will be held on June 9, 2015 in the Conference Center of the FTC office building at 400 7th St. SW, 
Washington, DC 20024. 

To be considered for the workshop, comments must be received on or before May 26, 2015. In addition, any interested 
person may submit written comments in response to this announcement and workshop discussions until August 4, 
2015. 

Privacy & Use: 
The FTC Act and other laws the Commission administers permit the collection of public comments to consider and use 
in this proceeding as appropriate. All timely and responsive public comments, whether filed in paper or electronic 
form, will be considered by the Commission, and will be placed on the public record of this proceeding-including on 
the publicly accessible FTC website at www.ftc.gov, to the extent practicable. Any information placed in the following 
fields on this form -- "Title," "First Name," "Last Name," "Organization Name," "State," "Postal Code," "Country," 
"Comments," and "Attachment" -- will be publicly available on the FTC Web site. Although filling out this comment 
form is voluntary, the fields marked with an asterisk are required in order for the FTC to fully consider a particular 
comment. Because comments will be placed on the public record including on the publicly accessible FTC web site, 
they should not include any sensitive or confidential information. In particular, comments should not include any 
sensitive personal information, such as an individual's Social Security Number; date of birth; driver's license number 
or other state identification number, or foreign country equivalent; passport number; financial account number; or 
credit or debit card number. Comments also should not include any sensitive health information, such as medical 
records and other individually identifiable health information. In addition, comments should not include any "[t]rade 
secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential. . . .," as 
provided in Section 6(f) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. 46(f), and Commission Rule 4.10(a)(2), 16 CFR 4.10(a)(2). 
Comments containing material for which confidential treatment is requested must be filed in paper form, must be 
clearly labeled "Confidential," and must comply with FTC Rule 4.9(c).1 As a matter of discretion, the FTC makes 
every effort to remove home contact information for individuals from the public comments it receives before placing 
those comments on the FTC Web site. More information, including other routine uses permitted by the Privacy Act, 
may be found in the FTC's privacy policy. 
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Accessibility: 
If you are unable to access this form, click here for an alternate method of submitting a public comment. 

1The comment must be accompanied by an explicit request for confidential treatment, including the factual and legal 
basis for the request, and must identify the specific portions of the comment to be withheld from the public record. The 
request will be granted or denied by the Commission's General Counsel, consistent with applicable law and the public 
interest. See FTC Rule 4.9(c), 16 CFR 4.9(c). 

Title: First Name: *Last Name: 

Organization Name: 

Mailing Address: 

City: *State Province: Postal Code: 

Country: 
UNITED STATES 

Comments 

Available Space: 4000  characters 

Attachment(s): 

Browse... 

Browse... 

Browse... 

Add 

Use the Browse button(s) to find a file attachment for upload. 
Use the Add button to specify up to 3 file attachments. 

Allowed Attachment Extensions: 
.pdf,.doc,.docx,.wpd,.txt,.rtf,.xls,.xlsx,.ppt,.pptx,.html,.htm,.gif,.tif,.jpg,.bmp,.xml,.sgml 

Continue Reset Remove Attachment(s) 

* = required 
Continue = Proceed to Comment Review 
Reset = Clear the form and any attachments 
Note: There is a 15 Mb limit on the file size of each attachment 
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