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RE: FTC I·!eath Cne W:xkshop, P:roje:t l'~o. P131207 

D~ar Secretary Ciark, 

! have heen ;,vz.tc~ung wi:h interest the I':C~nt Federal Tr~J~ 
Commi::;sion's" \V:::rkshop; £;,lL--nlning Health Care Competition' ' t eid 
01: Mard1 20-21 201.4. 

J 3.m mowr..! to r~;;ni~Jd you t~a1 the freestanding bin:l c;~mcr was 
a :.:a.sc sn:dy o~ Lcv.ri :1 and Associates, !nc. i..n "Cornpetitiot~ Among 
Henlth Practi.tic-:1e-rs: T!le ln.Out:ltce ofd1: .Medica.! Professic·n 0:1 lht: 

Health \ofanpow~r ~vlarkct" comp!ef.~.d in t 981 as ~vd umc 11: The 
Ch: IC:::Jearing C:::nter C1.1sc Study" 

As :2 certified n:.usc-midwne, appl-ied amhropoiogist and be 
Gen.e;:aj Dire:::t:-Jr. of the then 6Q- yew- old venerable Yaremity C:.::nt~,;r 

.".ssochtion which J.ounaed ·.he ChildbtaJi ng C~:1tc:: on NYC's 
Carn~gie .diE .i:::l l9"i=>, : v.-as imerviewd. The text of::ny dOCloral 
cissertation, ·'Barr!ers and Confiit:t in Maten:..ity Care Iill1o•jation~' 
(Teachers Cclleg:e, Cr.1umbia U!tiv~:sity 1n9), v. political 
rutthrc·?ological aualysis of barriers LO innovating iu the health care 
C.c.livcf syste::n ~s heavily quow1 regarding measUie3 taken by 
c.rgani.zed :::.1eciicine to enst:.re tht: C:;:nte::r uot open. and shot1ld th:ll 

happen, tbaJ. tr w::uJd he ciosed.. Ncilh~.:r v~.:<.;um:d and today there are 
wc-.n O'ler 200 freeste.ndinl! birth centers functio'1in~r in the CO~I!ltrv ');:th 
stro:dards developed by a mui tidisci;cli:na..r;:; team to guide them. One of 
th<.'SC cmkrs, th~: .?amily Heo.tth and Birtt CeiJ.t'!r, (FIIBC) cstt1bl.ishcd 
in 2000 under the: ~egis ofw.':le Dcvclc-:ping F;)rnJie!l Ce1·::er in the 
I)ls!rict ofCJl·Jmbia, ;.as pwven ~hat t.'le ou:ccomes Df lov.. i·ncom:.:: 
A.ti~n Am~rk:an famm~s can be sh~::>ly ~mproved with the n:.il.!wiE~~ry 
mcdel of ~e hein~ used there (Urban [nstintte 20U Health Services 
Research) 

fJFC is a no?1.-z.Jra_.fit col!t.tho..-~;!iw:. co.~ptJratiOi1 i;;cl:tding Lh~joi.iowin.g sponsors: 
:. · \~'-!!::!2-U~i~.i.J:i!.~!;·p !: :I.J!' . :l.L~~~:~:·nJ r,u ;~ Bir{!? Cl.' ! l: il"f' 
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rhope tb 11. the workshop w:11 bring soiutions to 1he pro?lc:ns of 
~erving ci"1..ildb~aring farr.,iEes of wba~ever social, economic <lnC r.aci<U 
origins. T:1c :ec:::nt impri:rwr.ur ot the American C:::rllcge of 
Ollst:::triciMs an.J Gyn~c0iogist-; (2if/200G) y.!Jid.i cites "a.ccredlK'tl 
fi:eestal..iding b;r:h CC".Jte rs ••• a~ a s~fe settng for bir...h" S.::iouJd a::;si::;t 
dnt effo rt. If ! might be c :" any fut.Jcr ~i~u..cc~, I woukl ~ hapr:y t·:\ 
:::omply. 
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