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Birth Centers in the United States 

There are 200 birth centers in 36 states with approximately another 50 in development. 

Who owns the birth center practice? (select all that apply) (n= 157) 

47% Midwife (LM, CPM, CDM) 
27% Nurse-Midwife (CNM/CM) 
12% Community Board 
6% Hospital 

4% Obstetrician 

3% Nurse 

2% Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) 

2% Consumer 

1% Family Physician 

2% Other: crisis pregnancy center, family board, maternal-fetal medicine specialist 


Type ofcare providers (select all that apply) (n=151) 

61% Midwife (LM, CPM, CDM) 
52% Nurse-Midwife (CNM/CM) 
5% Obstetrician 

5% Family Physician 

2% Other: P A with midwife credentials, naturopath, MFM specialist 


Additional birth sites (n-143) 

In addition to offering birth center birth, birth center practices may also offer their clients planned home births or planned 

hospital births. 


52% Home birth 

25% Hospital birth 

22% Birth center only 


Clients served in birth centers 2 
(n=61) 

3 7% Medicaid 
35% Private Managed Care 
14% Self-Pay 
11% Indemnity Insurance 
3% Medicare/Other government 

2% TriCare/Military 

.6% Unknown 
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