My name is Joseph D. Markiewicz. My wife’s name is Marybeth. We have three
young children and my wife and I currently own a profitable business powered by
Quixtar. In fact, we have been self-employed 18 years as we owned an Amway business
prior to starting as an Independent Business Owner with Quixtar. We are both college
educated and were professionals searching for a secondary source of income when we
started our business. Myself, I was an engineer with IBM Corporation, while my wife
worked in the banking industry. Over the years of hard work we have decided to leave
our traditional jobs and pursue our Quixtar business on a fulltime basis. I am writing
concerning the proposed “Trade Regulation Rule on Business Opportunities”.

While I am completely in agreement with the FTC’s efforts to ensure that all
prospects considering a business opportunity are fully aware of the facts related to that
opportunity and furthermore clean up the marketplace of shady or illegitimate schemes, I
do believe this FTC proposal would dramatically hurt legitimate opportunities in the
marketplace such as ours. What this proposal amounts to, in my opinion, is “overkill.”
The excessive regulation and restriction on how we would build our business under this
FTC proposal would place a crippling burden on our business and every other Quixtar
Independent Business Owner.

As my wife and I began investigating this business opportunity years ago, we
were satisfied that based on the information provided that we were very aware of all the
risk and rewards. We were encouraged to review Amway Corporate approved literature
outlining the business model, ask any questions, and even attend additional seminars and
classes prior to actually making a decision to start our business. In reality, I attended 3
separate seminars as a skeptical engineer.

Today, as prospects investigate our opportunity, there are formal seminars and
classes for them to attend and literature (approved by Quixtar) to support this business
model as outlined in the seminar. All prospects are made aware of a satisfaction
guarantee should they choose to purchase a starter kit. This Buyback Rule also applies to
any support materials should they decide to purchase. We endeavor to provide a
prospecting process that is transparent and without pressure. Prospects are invited to
meet personally with other Independent Business Owners of varying success levels.
Many prospects choose to start within the week following our seminars. All in all, the
need for a 7 day waiting period after all disclosures are provided (including a list of
references and all legal claims concerning Quixtar or Quixtar Independent Business
Owners whether valid/legitimate or not) is beyond the scope of good and reasonable
business practices of transparency, and I believe would tend to scare off many positive
prospects. The very fact of having to list all lawsuits, arbitrations, or other legal claims
regarding Quixtar would be a “book” in itself. Imagine every customer walking into a
Walmart having to be shown the same list of legal claims regarding Walmart by
disgruntled employees or customers (whether they were valid or not) over all the years
Walmart has been in business. This same would cripple the Automotive Industry or the
Medical field. I also believe that a statement given to prospects revealing my personal
financial records would cross the privacy line and I do not see how this would
accomplish what the FTC is trying to do regarding this proposal that could not be
achieved by policing ourselves related to false claims.



I could go on, but in summary, I believe that if other direct sales companies
required their distributors to follow the stringent transparency policies that Quixtar
requires of its Independent Business Owners then I believe the FTC goal of removing
charlatans from this marketplace would be achieved.

- Joseph D. Markiewicz
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