Analysis of Proposed Consent Order to Aid Public Comment
The Federal Trade Commission has accepted an agreement, subject to final approval, to a
proposed consent order from respondent Tru-Vantage International, L.L.C.
The proposed consent order has been placed on the public record for sixty (60) days for reception
of comments by interested persons. Comments received during this period will become part of
the public record. After sixty (60) days, the Commission will again review the agreement and the
comments received and will decide whether it should withdraw from the agreement and take
other appropriate action or make final the agreement's proposed order.
This matter concerns an efficacy claim made regarding Howard Berg’s Mega Reading promoted
by respondent. The Commission's complaint charges that respondent, in concert with Howard S.
Berg and Kevin Trudeau, made a false and unsubstantiated claim that Howard Berg’s Mega
Reading is successful in teaching anyone, including adults, children and disabled individuals, to
significantly increase their reading speed while substantially comprehending and retaining the
material.
The proposed consent order contains provisions designed to remedy the violations charged and
to prevent the respondent from engaging in similar acts and practices in the future. The proposed
order extends to any product or program purported to significantly increase one’s reading speed.
Part I of the proposed consent order prohibits the respondent from representing that Howard
Berg’s Mega Reading, or any substantially similar product, is successful in teaching anyone,
including adults, children and disabled individuals, to increase their reading speed above 800
words per minute while substantially comprehending and retaining the material. Part II of the
proposed order prohibits the respondent from representing the performance, benefits, or efficacy
of any product or program purported to significantly increase one’s reading speed, unless the
representation is substantiated.
The remaining parts of the proposed consent order require the respondent to maintain
promotional and substantiation materials related to the claims covered by the order, to provide a
copy of the order to designated parties having responsibilities with respect to the subject matter
of this order, to notify the Commission of any changes in the company structure, and to file one
or more compliance reports.
The purpose of this analysis is to facilitate public comment on the proposed consent order. It is
not intended to constitute an official interpretation of the agreement and proposed order or to
modify in any way their terms.

