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Backlash rising against higher education 
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Eroding support, cavalier attitudes toward debt, contribute to problem 
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!CGgldGG2d$GlU@ZC2`=C`GldGGC`Gj@`+lg6ClgdjcOl“,jU6G;l!C2$C`Gl@#lU2dc'dGCgld2ClVDC$@=j`U7lg=d]]ld`j=d] 
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“>G'cC`Ggl#CC]lGC22jD];l=d]jU`Cc+”lfj]g@`lgdjc?l“ 6ClZdgGl=dJ@2jG;l@#lG6C=ld2C`’GlU@j`UlG@l"d=dj$dl@` 
Zd$dGj@`/l=@gGl@#lG6C=lc@`’Glc2jZCl^d`UCl^@ZC2g?li@gGl@#lG6C=lc@lCdGl]@Ggl@#l!dgGdld`cl!Cd`'GlD'GGC2 
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8@d]g+lG6ClSQQ:lU2dc'dGC+lgdjclg6C’gl6Cd2clG6Cl$2jGj$jg=gl#2@=l@]c_Gj=C2glG6dGlG@cd;’glgG'cC`Gglg6@']c 
d!!];lG6C=gC]ZCgl6d2cC2lG@ldZ@jclcCDG?l“A’=lg@22;lAl$@']c`’Gl=d*ClC`@'U6lG@l!d;lB1(+QQQlj`lG'jGj@`ld 
gC=CgGC2l—lG6dG’gl`@Gl96dGldl!d2G_Gj=ClJ@Dl!d;gN”lg6Clgdjc?l“AG’gldlcj##C2C`Gl9@2]c?” 

WGlG6Clgd=ClGj=C+l8@d]g+ldlU2dc'dGCl@#lijggjggj!!jl>GdGClP`jZC2gjG;+lc@Cg`’GlD]d=Clg$6@@]gl#@2lG6C 
Cg$d]dGj`Ul$@gGg?l“Alc@`’GlCZC`l*`@9l6@9lG6C;l=d`dUClG@l=d*CljGl@`lG6ClG'jGj@`lG6C;lc@+”lg6Clgdjc?l“A 
G6j`*lG6Clg$6@@]gl6dZClc@`Cld]]lG6C;l!@ggjD];l$d`lG@lG2j=lG6Cl#dG?” 

8'Gl@`ClgG'cC`Gl96@ldDg@2DCcldl1H_!C2$C`GlG'jGj@`lj`$2CdgClj`lG6Cl!dgGl;Cd2l9jG6ld`@G6C2lj`$2CdgC 
]@@=j`Ulgdjcl$@]]CUCglg6d2Clg@=Cl$']!dDj]jG;l#@2l!'g6j`Ul'!l$@gGgl'``C$Cggd2j];? 

“id`;l$@gGglG6dGlcjc`5GlC\jgGlCZC`ldlcC$dcCl@2lG9@ldU@ld2ClJ'gGldccCclG@lG6Cl!j]Cl@`lG6ClG6C@2;lG6dG 
5gG'cC`Ggl$d`l6d`c]CljGlG62@'U6l]@d`g+’l”lgdjclG6ClgG'cC`G+l96@ldg*Ccl`@GlG@lDCljcC`Gj#jCc?l,\d=!]Cglg6C 
$jGCcOlWlB1SQl2C`Gd]l#CCl!C2lgC=CgGC2l#@2ldl“g!d;l!d$*?”lWl$]j$*C2lcCZj$Cl—l'gCcl#@2l2Cg!@`cj`U 
C]C$G2@`j$d]];lG@lR'CgGj@`glc'2j`Ul]C$G'2Cgl—lG6dG+ldGlBHQ+lC\$CCcglG6Cl$@gGl@#ldl9CC*’glU2@$C2jCg? 

“Al'`cC2gGd`clG6C2CljgldlcCgj2ClG@l6dZClG6Cl`C9CgGlG@;glG@lgGd;l‘@`lG@!’ldgldlg$6@@]+lD'Gl96C`lG6dG 
j`Z@]ZCgl!j]j`UldccjGj@`d]lcCDGl@`G@lgG'cC`Gg+ljGlG2@'D]Cgl=C+”lg6Cl92@GClj`ld`lj`GC2ZjC9lD;lC_=dj]? 
“a@9l$d`l9ClU2j!CldD@'GlG6Cl'`2Cd]jgGj$lC\!C$GdGj@`gl@#lZCGlgG'cC`Gglj#l@'2l@9`lg$6@@]glc@l`@GlG2CdG 
#j`d`$jd]l$@`$C2`glgC2j@'g];E” 

Possible solutions complex 

fj]g@`l—lG6ClP`jZC2gjG;l@#lKC``g;]Zd`jdl!2@#Cgg@2l96@l6dgl!'Gl@`lG62CCl“,]C!6d`Glj`lG6Cl^@@=” 
g;=!@gjdldD@'GlgG'cC`GlcCDG+l9jG6ldl#@'2G6lg$6Cc']Ccl#@2lG6Cl`C\GlIW0klUdG6C2j`UlG6jgl=@`G6l—lgdjc 
2C=d*j`Ulg$6@@]glG@lD2j`Ulc@9`lC\!C`gCgljgl!@ggjD]ClD'GlC\G2C=C];lcj##j$']G? 

“Alc@`’Gl*`@9l@#ld`;lg$6@@]glG6dGld2ClgC2j@'g];lG2;j`UlG@lc@ljG+”lfj]g@`lgdjc?l“f6;El8C$d'gCljGl=Cd`g 
G6C;’2ClU@j`UlG@l6dZClG@lC]j=j`dGCldl96@]ClD'`$6l@#l#d$']G;?” 

aClgdjcldlgj`U]Clg$6@@]l$@']cl!'GlG@UCG6C2ldlU2CdGl$@'2gCl@`+lgd;+lj`#C$Gj@'glcjgCdgCgld`cl=d*CljG 
dZdj]dD]Cl@`]j`C+lC]j=j`dGj`UlG6Cl$@gGl@#l!2@Zjcj`UlG6Cl$@'2gCl@`lCZC2;l@G6C2l$d=!'g?l8'GlG6dGl9@']c 
=Cd`l9j!j`Ul@'Gl=d`;lJ@Dg? 

W`@G6C2ljcCd+l96j$6l6dglDCC`lcjg$'ggCcl#@2lcC$dcCglD'Gl`@Gl$d'U6Gl@`+ljgl]j=jGCcl]j$C`g'2C+l'`cC2 
96j$6ldlZCGC2j`d2;lCc'$dGj@`l9@']cl$@ZC2l]CgglU2@'`c?l“%@'l$@']cl=d*CljGlG62CCl;Cd2gl@#lZCGlg$6@@] 
d`cl$'Gl@'GlCZC2;G6j`UlD'Glg=d]]_d`j=d]lV=Ccj$j`C7/l@2l$'Gl@'GlG6Clg=d]]_d`j=d]lgjcCld`clU@lgG2djU6GlG@ 
]d2UC_d`j=d]lV=Ccj$j`C7+”lfj]g@`lgdjc? 

Wlc2d9Dd$*ljglG6dGlG6Cl!2@#Cggj@`l9@']cl]@gCljGgl#]C\jDj]jG;l—ld`lj=!@2Gd`Gl#CdG'2CldglJ@Dl=d2*CGgld`c 
$d2CC2l$6@j$Cgl$6d`UCl@ZC2lGj=C+lfj]g@`lgdjc?l“ 6dGlV#]C\jDj]jG;7l6dglc2jZC`l@'2l!2@#Cggj@`’glg'$$Cgg 
G62@'U6ljGglC`Gj2Cl6jgG@2;ld`cljgl6d2cl#@2lCgGdD]jg6CclZCGC2j`d2jd`glG@lUjZCl'!+”l6Clgdjc? 

^j$6d2cl0CccC2+ldl!2@#Cgg@2l@#lC$@`@=j$gldGl)6j@lP`jZC2gjG;ld`clcj2C$G@2l@#lG6ClkC`GC2l#@2lk@]]CUC 
W##@2cdDj]jG;ld`clK2@c'$GjZjG;+lgdjclG6dGlDC$d'gClG6ClG2C`cl@#lCg$d]dGj`UlCc'$dGj@`d]l$@gGgljgl`@G 
g'gGdj`dD]C+l$6d`UCljglj`CZjGdD]C?l“>@=CG6j`U’glU@j`UlG@l6dZClG@lUjZCl@`l@`ClC`cl@2lG6Cl@G6C2l@#lG6C 
CR'dGj@`+”l6Clgdjc? 



4j*Clfj]g@`+l6Clgdjclg6@2GC`j`UlG6Cl!C2j@cl@#lCc'$dGj@`+lCZC`lD;ldlgC=CgGC2+l$@']cl6C]!lG2j=lG6C 
C\!C`gC?l)G6C2l!@ggjDj]jGjCgl6Clg'UUCgGCcld2ClcCZC]@!j`Uld`lCR'jZd]C`Gl@#ldl`'2gCl!2d$GjGj@`C2l!2@U2d=/ 
cCZC]@!j`UldlG9@_;Cd2l!2C_ZCGC2j`d2;lcCU2CCl!2@U2d=lj`l$@=='`jG;l$@]]CUCg+lG@lDCl#@]]@9CclD;lG9@ 
;Cd2gl@#lZCGC2j`d2;lG2dj`j`UldGldl#@'2_;Cd2lg$6@@]/ld`cl`@Gl2CR'j2j`Uld`l'`cC2U2dc'dGClcCU2CClG@lC`GC2 
!2@#Cggj@`d]lg$6@@]? 

“A`l,`U]d`c+lG@lDC$@=Cldl]d9;C2l;@'l$d`lU@lG@l]d9lg$6@@]ld#GC2l6jU6lg$6@@]+”l6Cl!@j`GCcl@'G?l“%@' 
c@`’Gl6dZClG@lU@lG@l$@]]CUCldGld]]?”

 6Clgd=CljglG2'Cl#@2lgG'cC`Ggldg!j2j`UlG@lDC$@=ClZCGC2j`d2jd`glj`l,`U]d`c?l 6C;l=d;lDCUj`l#@2=d] 
G2dj`j`Ulcj2C$G];ld#GC2l6jU6lg$6@@]/lG6ClcCU2CCl!2@U2d=l`@2=d]];lGd*Cgl#jZCl;Cd2glG@l$@=!]CGC+ld$$@2cj`U 
G@lL2?l>GjJ`lIjCggC`+ld`lj`GC2`d]l=Ccj$j`Cl]C$G'2C2ldGl 6Cl^@;d]l0CGC2j`d2;lk@]]CUClj`l4@`c@`ld`cld 
0AIl$@`g']Gd`G? 

0CccC2lgdjcOl“Al2Cd]];l]j*ClG6CljcCdl@#lG6CgClg6@2GC2lVGC2=g7?lL@l;@'l2Cd]];l`CCclG@lU@lG@lg$6@@]l#@2lCjU6G 
;Cd2gld#GC2l6jU6lg$6@@]Elid;DCl9Cl$d`l$'GlG6Cl$@]]CUClc@9`lG@lG9@+lG6ClZCGlg$6@@]lc@9`lG@lG62CC?l 6C` 
;@'’ZClU@GldlH_;Cd2l!2@U2d=ld`cl;@'l6dZCl=dcClg@=Cl2Cd]l!2@U2CgglVG@9d2cl2Cc'$j`UlC\!C`gCg7?” 

M@2l=d`;l;Cd2g+l@`ClgGd`cd2clg@]'Gj@`lg'UUCgGCclG@l@##gCGlgG'cC`GlcCDGl9dgl6jU6C2lgGd2Gj`Ulgd]d2jCg? 
W#GC2ld]]+l=Ccj$d]_g$6@@]lU2dc'dGCgl6dZClCZC`l6jU6C2ldZC2dUClcCDGl]@dcglD'GlG6ClD'2cC`ljgl=jGjUdGCclD; 
G6Cl!2@=jgCl@#lgGd2Gj`Ulgd]d2jCgl9C]]lj`G@lgj\l#jU'2Cg? 

L2?lTd2C`lMC]gGCc+ldlkKW_G'2`Cc_L0i+ld2U'Ccl#@2lDCGGC2l9dUCglj`l“>G'cC`GlcCDGOlf6;ljG’gl;@'2 
!2@D]C=+lG@@+”ldl$@==C`Gd2;l!'D]jg6Ccl"d`?l1+lSQQ9+lj`l0CGC2j`d2;l,$@`@=j$gl=dUdj`C?

 @cd;+lMC]gGCc+l96@ljglk,)l@#lG6ClIdGj@`d]lk@==jggj@`l@`l0CGC2j`d2;l,$@`@=j$lAgg'Cg+ 
d$*`@9]CcUCglG6dGlG6dGlg@]'Gj@`ljgl=@2Clcj##j$']GlG@l!'2g'Clj`lDdclC$@`@=j$lGj=Cg? 

“AlG6j`*ljG’glgGj]]lG6Cl2jU6Gld`g9C2lD'GljGl=d;lDCldl]jGG]Cl6d2cC2lG@lUCGlG6C2ClG6d`ljGl'gCclG@lDC+”lg6Clgdjc? 
“%@'l$d`’GlJ'gGlUjZCl2C$C`GlU2dcgl=@2Cl=@`C;lDC$d'gClG6C;l`CCcljG?l 6dGlc@Cg`’Gl=d*ClgC`gCl#@2 
d`;D@c;?” 

W$$@2cj`UlG@lG6ClW0iWlg'2ZC;l@#lgGd2Gj`Ul9dUCglj`lSQ1Q+lG6Cl=Cd`l#']]_Gj=ClgGd2Gj`Ulgd]d2;ld=@`Uld]] 
G;!Cl@#lC=!]@;C2gl$@=Dj`Ccl9dglBh:+([h?l 6Cl=Cd`lgd]d2;l#@2lG6@gClC`GC2j`Ul!2jZdGCl!2d$Gj$Cljg 
B([+Hh: 

“f6dGlAlG6j`*l6dglG@l6d!!C`l—ld`clAlG6@'U6GlG6jgl`CCcCclG@l6d!!C`l!2C_2C$Cggj@`/lG6Cl2C$Cggj@`lJ'gG 
C\d$C2DdGCgljGl—ljglG6dGl!2d$Gj$Cgl`CCclG@lDC$@=Cl=@2Cl!2@c'$GjZCld`cl=@2ClC##j$jC`Glg@lG6dGl2C$C`G 
U2dcgl$d`l!2@c'$Cl=@2C+.lMC]gGCclgdjc? 

MC]gGCcl$jGCcl=']Gj!]Cl#d$G@2glG6dGl=d*Cldl`C9lZCGC2j`d2jd`l6jU6];l!2@c'$GjZCl—lg@=Clj`lG6C 
C=!]@;C2’gl$@`G2@]+lg@=Cl`@G?l“I'=DC2l@`C+lU2dc'dGCgl6dZClG@l$@=Cl@'Gl9jG6lU@@c_R'd]jG;l=Ccj$j`C 
d`clg'2UC2;lg*j]]g+l$@=='`j$dGj@`lg*j]]gld`clGj=C_=d`dUC=C`Glg*j]]g+”lg6Clgdjc? 

,=!]@;C2g+l#@2lG6Cj2l!d2G+l='gGlg'!!];ldlg'!!@2GlgGd##lG6dGl!2@=@GCglC##j$jC`$;+ldl#CClg$6Cc']C 
d!!2@!2jdGCl#@2lG6Cj2l2CUj@`ld`clg'##j$jC`GlcC=d`c+lg6Clgdjc? 

k@=j`Ul'!l9jG6lG6dGl=dUj$l$@=Dj`dGj@`l=d;l`@GlDClCdg;lD'GljG’gl`C$Cggd2;+lg6Cld2U'Cg?l“A#l;@'l`CCcld 
U2dc'dGClG@lD';l;@'2l!2d$Gj$Cl@2l9@2*lj`ljG+lVG6Cj2lcCDG7ljgl;@'2l!2@D]C=+”lMC]gGCclgdjc? 

mailto:U2dcgl$d`l!2@c'$Cl=@2C+.lMC]gGCclgdjc


Kd!!dj@d`@'ldU2CCglG6dGlCgGdD]jg6Ccl!2d$GjGj@`C2gl`CCclG@lDClj`Z@]ZCclj`lcCZC]@!j`Ulg@]'Gj@`g?l)`Cl9d; 
g6Clg'UUCgGgljglD;lg!Cd*j`Ul'!? 

“ 6@gCl@#l'glj`lG6Cl!2@#Cggj@`l@#lZCGC2j`d2;l=Ccj$j`Cl`CCclG@lCc'$dGCl]CUjg]dG@2gl@#lG6Clj=!@2Gd`$Cl@# 
#'`cj`UlZCGC2j`d2;lCc'$dGj@`+”lg6Clgdjc?l“0CGC2j`d2jd`gld2Cl$2jGj$d]lG@lG6Cl9C]]_DCj`Ul@#lg@$jCG;?l)'2 
$@'`G2;l`CCcgldl$@`Gj`'d]lg'!!];l@#l$@==jGGCc+l*`@9]CcUCdD]ClZCGC2j`d2jd`gl96@+lj`ldccjGj@`lG@ 
*CC!j`Ul@'2l!CGgl6Cd]G6;+l$d`l6C]!l!2@GC$GlG6Cl#@@clg'!!];l@2l9@2*l@`lG6Cl#2@`Gl]j`Cgl@#lDj@_cC#C`gC+ 
!2CZC`Gj`UlG6Clg!2Cdcl@#lcjgCdgCl#2@=ld`j=d]glG@l6'=d`g?lfCl`CCclG@lC`g'2ClG6dGl9Cl$d`l$@`Gj`'ClG@ 
dGG2d$Gl6jU6_$d]jDC2l!C@!]ClG@lZCGC2j`d2;l=Ccj$j`ClG@l6C]!lg@]ZClg@=Cl@#lg@$jCG;’gl=@gGl!2Cggj`U 
!2@D]C=g?” 

Modest fixes initiated 

Wl6d`c#']l@#l`C9l!2@U2d=gl@##C2l=@cCgGldGGC=!GglG@ldcc2CgglG6Cl!2@D]C=?lW]]l#@$'gl@`l9d;gl@# 
cjg$6d2Uj`UlcCDGl2dG6C2lG6d`l$@`G2@]]j`Ul$@gGgld`cl]j=jGj`UlD@22@9j`U? 

A`l"'];lSQQ9+lG6Cl#CcC2d]lU@ZC2`=C`GlDCUd`l@##C2j`Ul“j`$@=C_DdgCcl2C!d;=C`G”lVA8^7l@#l#CcC2d] 
gG'cC`Gl]@d`g?l 6Cl!2@U2d=lC`dD]CglcCDG@2glG@l$d!lG6Cj2l=@`G6];l!d;=C`GgldGl1Hl!C2$C`Gl@#lG6Cj2 
j`$@=Cld`clC\GC`clG6Cj2l!d;=C`GlGC2=gl#2@=lG6Cl'g'd]l1Ql;Cd2glG@lSHl;Cd2g?lW`;lDd]d`$Cgl2C=dj`j`U 
d#GC2lG6dGlGj=Cld2Cl#@2UjZC`?l 

8@d]g+lG6Cl!2d$GjGj@`C2lj`lk@]@2dc@+lgjU`Ccl'!ld`cljgl2Cd!j`UlgjU`j#j$d`GlgdZj`UglCd$6l=@`G6OlaC2 
!d;=C`Gl'`cC2lG6ClgGd`cd2cl1Q_;Cd2l!d;Dd$*lg$6Cc']Cl9@']clDClB1+:QQldl=@`G6/lD;lgG2CG$6j`U 
!d;=C`Gl@'GlSHl;Cd2gld`clG;j`UljGlG@l6C2lj`$@=C+lG6Cl=@`G6];lj`gGd]]=C`Glc2@!!CclDC]@9lB3QQ? 

“ 6ClgdZj`UglV!C2l=@`G67ljgl6'UC?la'UC?l8'GljGlc@Cgl=d*Cl=Cl`C2Z@'glG6dGlG6ClDd]d`$CljglD'j]cj`U 
6jU6C2ld`cl6jU6C2+”l8@d]glgdjc+l`@Gj`UlG6dGlG6Cl!d;=C`Glc@Cg`’Gl$@ZC2l6C2lj`GC2CgGl#']];+l`CZC2l=j`clG6C 
!2j`$j!d]? 

>6Cld]g@l9@22jCglG6dGlG6ClU@ZC2`=C`Gl=d;l$6d`UClG6Cl!2@U2d=lDC#@2ClG6ClSHl;Cd2gld2Cl'!+l]CdZj`Ul6C2 
2Cg!@`gjD]Cl#@2lG6Cl#']]lg'=ld#GC2lg@l='$6l=@2Clj`GC2CgGl6dgld$$2'Cc?lA`l#d$G+l>d2dl-dgG+ldlg!@*Cg9@=d` 
#@2lG6ClP?>?lLC!d2G=C`Gl@#l,c'$dGj@`+l96j$6ldc=j`jgGC2glG6Cl!2@U2d=+ld$*`@9]CcUCc+l.A8^l]jZCg 
9jG6j`ldlgGdG'G@2;l#2d=C9@2*?lk@`U2Cggl$d`l$6d`UClG6Cl]d9lG@l=@cj#;lG6Cl!2@U2d=?. 

M@2l`@9+ld`;9d;+l8@d]gljgldD]ClG@l!'GlG6Clcj##C2C`$ClG@9d2cglgdZj`Ul#@2l2CGj2C=C`Gld`cldl6@'gC+l96j$6 
g6Clgdjcl9@']cl6dZClDCC`lj=!@ggjD]ClDC#@2C? 

W`@G6C2l`C9l!2@U2d=ljglG6ClP>LW5gl0CGC2j`d2;liCcj$j`Cl4@d`l^C!d;=C`GlK2@U2d=+l96j$6l!d;gl'!lG@ 
B[H+QQQl@#lCc'$dGj@`d]lcCDGl@#lZCGC2j`d2jd`gl96@ldU2CClG@lgC2ZCl#@2lG62CCl;Cd2glj`ldlcCgjU`dGCc 
“ZCGC2j`d2jd`lg6@2GdUClgjG'dGj@`?”lA`ljGglj`d'U'2d]l2@'`cl@#ld9d2cg ]dgGl;Cd2+lG6ClP>LWlU2d`GCc 
BH+99:+Q:Qlj`l]@d`ld`clGd\l!d;=C`GglG@l(Sld9d2cCCgl6CdcCclG@lg6@2GdUCld2Cdglj`l3hlgGdGCg?li@2Cld9d2cg 
9j]]lDCl=dcClG6jgl;Cd2? 

>j=j]d2];+lG6ClW0iWld`clW=C2j$d`l0CGC2j`d2;liCcj$d]lM@'`cdGj@`lVW0iM7l2C$C`G];lgGd2GCclG6ClM@@c 
W`j=d]l0CGC2j`d2jd`l^C$2'jG=C`Gld`cl^CGC`Gj@`lKj]@GlK2@U2d=+l'`cC2l96j$6l#jZClZCGC2j`d2jd`glCd$6 
9C2ClU2d`GCclB1QQ+QQQlj`lCc'$dGj@`d]l]@d`l2C!d;=C`Gglj`lC\$6d`UCl#@2l9@2*j`Ulj`l#@@c_d`j=d] 
=Ccj$j`Cl#@2l#@'2l;Cd2glj`ld`ld2Cdlg6@2Gl@`lZCGC2j`d2jd`g? 

mailto:2lG6ClP?>?lLC!d2G=C`Gl@#l,c'$dGj@`+l96j$6ldc=j`jgGC2glG6Cl!2@U2d=+ld$*`@9]CcUCc+l.A8^l]jZCg


ij$6dC]lkdG6C;+l6Cdcl@#lG6ClW0iM+lgdjclG6Cl!2@U2d=lc2C9l=@2ClG6d`l1QQld!!]j$d`Gg?l“AGl9dg 
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