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FuelFuel RatingRating Review,Review, MatterMatter No.No. R811005R811005 

ConocoPhillipsConocoPhillips submitssubmits thethe followingfollowing commentscomments onon thethe NoticeNotice ofof ProposedProposed RulemakingRulemaking 
forfor thethe AutomotiveAutomotive FuelFuel Ratings,Ratings, CertificationCertification andand PostingPosting rulerule (16(16 CFRCFR PartPart 306).306). 
ConocoPhillipsConocoPhillips ownsowns andand operatesoperates 1212 refineriesrefineries inin thethe U.S.U.S. WeWe alsoalso ownown andand operateoperate 
petroleumpetroleum productproduct pipelinespipelines andand havehave brandedbranded retailretail outletsoutlets throughoutthroughout thethe U.S.U.S. AsAs aa 
producer,producer, transporter,transporter, andand marketermarketer ofof gasolinegasoline andand dieseldiesel products,products, wewe areare directlydirectly 
impactedimpacted byby thethe rule'srule's provisionsprovisions andand anyany modificationsmodifications toto thethe rule.rule. 

OctaneOctane CertificationCertification -- useuse ofof ASTMASTM DD 28852885 
ConocoPhillipsConocoPhillips supportssupports thethe proposedproposed provisionsprovisions toto allowallow useuse ofof ASTMASTM DD 28852885 StandardStandard 
TestTest MethodMethod forfor DeterminationDetermination ofof OctaneOctane NumberNumber oror Spark-IgnitionSpark-Ignition EngineEngine FuelsFuels byby On­On­
LineLine DirectDirect ComparisonComparison TechniqueTechnique forfor certificationcertification ofof gasolinegasoline octane.octane. WeWe appreciateappreciate 
thethe Commission'sCommission's affirmativeaffirmative responseresponse toto thethe commentscomments providedprovided lastlast yearyear requestingrequesting 
thisthis allowance.allowance. 

AllowanceAllowance ofof InfraredInfrared TestTest MethodsMethods forfor OctaneOctane CertificationCertification 
InIn commentscomments submittedsubmitted toto FTCFTC lastlast yearyear byby ConocoPhillips,ConocoPhillips, wewe askedasked thethe CommissionCommission 
toto allowallow useuse ofof otherother non-ASTMnon-ASTM octaneoctane measurementmeasurement technologiestechnologies andand methodologiesmethodologies 
providedprovided theythey werewere correlatedcorrelated withwith ASTMASTM DD 26992699 andand DD 2700.2700. TheThe commentscomments providedprovided 
werewere asas follows:follows: 

ThereThere shouldshould alsoalso bebe aa provisionprovision toto allowallow non-ASTMnon-ASTM octaneoctane measurementmeasurement 
technologiestechnologies andand methodologiesmethodologies providedprovided theythey areare correlatedcorrelated withwith ASTMASTM D2699D2699 
andand D2700.D2700. TheThe U.S.U.S. EnvironmentalEnvironmental ProtectionProtection AgencyAgency incorporatesincorporates suchsuch 
correlationcorrelation criteriacriteria inin specifyingspecifying allowedallowed useuse ofof alternativealternative methodsmethods inin determiningdetermining 
criticalcritical gasolinegasoline andand dieseldiesel fuelfuel parameterparameter values.values. InIn orderorder toto provideprovide somesome 
standardstandard guidanceguidance toto thethe correlationcorrelation process,process, thethe FTCFTC shouldshould considerconsider requiringrequiring 
thethe correlationcorrelation bebe developeddeveloped usingusing ASTMASTM D6708,D6708, StandardStandard PracticePractice forfor 
StatisticalStatistical AssessmentAssessment andand ImprovementImprovement ofof ExpectedExpected AgreementAgreement BetweenBetween TwoTwo 
TestTest MethodsMethods thatthat PurportPurport toto MeasureMeasure thethe SameSame PropertyProperty ofof aa Material.Material. 

TheThe FTCFTC respondedresponded toto thisthis commentcomment inin thethe proposedproposed rulerule inin footnotefootnote 6666 asas follows:follows: 
NPRANPRA andand ConocoPhillipsConocoPhillips recommendedrecommended furtherfurther looseningloosening thethe Rule'sRule's octaneoctane 
ratingrating provisionsprovisions toto allowallow non-ASTMnon-ASTM approvedapproved proceduresprocedures soso longlong asas theythey areare 



"correlated""correlated" withwith ASTMASTM 0269902699 andand 02700.02700. However,However, withoutwithout specificspecific ratingrating 
procedures,procedures, thethe CommissionCommission wouldwould havehave difficultydifficulty determiningdetermining whetherwhether aa 
supposedlysupposedly "correlated""correlated" procedureprocedure accuratelyaccurately ratesrates octane,octane, andand thethe commenterscommenters 
diddid notnot provideprovide anyany criteriacriteria forfor showingshowing correlation.correlation. Thus,Thus, allowingallowing anyany 
"correlated""correlated" procedureprocedure wouldwould impedeimpede RuleRule enforcementenforcement and,and, therefore,therefore, thethe 
CommissionCommission declinesdeclines toto allowallow suchsuch procedures.procedures. SeeSee 1515 U.S.C.U.S.C. 2823(c)(3)(A)(i)2823(c)(3)(A)(i) 
(Commission(Commission mustmust considerconsider "ease"ease ofof administrationadministration andand enforcement"enforcement" beforebefore 
approvingapproving alternativealternative octaneoctane ratingrating procedures).procedures). 

ConocoPhillipsConocoPhillips wouldwould likelike toto reiteratereiterate ourour previousprevious request,request, however,however, withwith moremore 
specificityspecificity andand detaildetail inin anan efforteffort toto provideprovide FTCFTC withwith sufficientsufficient informationinformation toto makemake aa 
determinationdetermination onon thisthis issue.issue. ConocoPhillipsConocoPhillips specificallyspecifically requestsrequests allowanceallowance ofof infraredinfrared 
measurementmeasurement techniquestechniques toto measuremeasure andand certifycertify thethe gasolinegasoline octaneoctane providedprovided thesethese 
methodsmethods areare correlatedcorrelated withwith ASTMASTM 0269902699 andand 02700.02700. TheThe refineryrefinery laboratorieslaboratories havehave 
extensiveextensive experienceexperience withwith establishingestablishing andand maintainingmaintaining testtest methodmethod correlations.correlations. EPAEPA 
regulationsregulations establishestablish primaryprimary testtest methodsmethods forfor variousvarious fuelfuel propertiesproperties butbut allowallow alternatealternate 
testtest methodsmethods providedprovided thethe alternatealternate methodsmethods areare correlatedcorrelated withwith thethe primaryprimary method.method. 

InfraredInfrared measurementmeasurement techniquestechniques havehave beenbeen widelywidely usedused forfor octaneoctane measurementmeasurement byby 
refineriesrefineries andand others.others. RefineriesRefineries oftenoften useuse infraredinfrared measurementmeasurement techniquestechniques forfor 
measuringmeasuring thethe gasolinegasoline octaneoctane duringduring thethe blendingblending processprocess toto ensureensure thethe finalfinal blendedblended 
productproduct willwill meetmeet specification.specification. TheThe infraredinfrared measurementmeasurement systemssystems allowallow forfor greatergreater 
numbersnumbers ofof samplessamples toto bebe analyzedanalyzed throughoutthroughout thethe blendblend thanthan isis possiblepossible withwith thethe 
octaneoctane engines.engines. ThisThis providesprovides moremore datadata toto helphelp ensureensure thethe finalfinal blendedblended gasolinegasoline 
productproduct meetsmeets thethe applicableapplicable octaneoctane specification.specification. 

Finally,Finally, ASTMASTM 0269902699 andand 0270002700 wouldwould remainremain thethe refereereferee testtest methodsmethods forfor purposespurposes ofof 
enforcement;enforcement; therefore,therefore, allowanceallowance ofof thethe alternativealternative approachapproach wouldwould notnot posepose anan 
impedimentimpediment toto enforcement.enforcement. 

Mid-levelMid-level EthanolEthanol BlendsBlends 
ConocoPhillipsConocoPhillips isis aa membermember ofof thethe AmericanAmerican PetroleumPetroleum InstituteInstitute andand workedworked 
cooperativelycooperatively withwith APIAPI membersmembers toto developdevelop thethe detaileddetailed commentscomments onon labelinglabeling 
requirementsrequirements forfor mid-levelmid-level ethanolethanol blends.blends. WeWe supportsupport thethe commentscomments submittedsubmitted byby API.API. 
TheThe increasedincreased useuse ofof blendingblending pumpspumps thatthat dispensedispense mid-levelmid-level ethanolethanol blendsblends resultsresults inin 
thethe needneed forfor aa uniformuniform approachapproach toto labelinglabeling ofof thesethese dispensers.dispensers. ConsumersConsumers wouldwould 
benefitbenefit fromfrom havinghaving thesethese productsproducts clearlyclearly andand consistentlyconsistently labeledlabeled soso consumersconsumers cancan 
makemake thethe rightright fuelfuel choicechoice suitablesuitable forfor thethe intendedintended use.use. 

BiodieselBiodiesel 
Similarly,Similarly, thethe increasedincreased useuse ofof biodieselbiodiesel throughoutthroughout thethe UnitedUnited StatesStates ledled toto aa needneed forfor 
labeling,labeling, asas directeddirected byby thethe EnergyEnergy IndependenceIndependence andand SecuritySecurity ActAct ofof 20072007 (EISA07),(EISA07), forfor 
blendsblends containingcontaining greatergreater thanthan 5%5% methylmethyl esterester biodiesel.biodiesel. ThereThere isis currentlycurrently nono 
requirementrequirement toto labellabel dispensersdispensers ifif thethe dieseldiesel fuelfuel containscontains 5%5% oror lessless biodiesel.biodiesel. ThisThis isis 
appropriateappropriate andand shouldshould remainremain thisthis way.way. However,However, toto enableenable thethe retailerretailer toto accuratelyaccurately 
labellabel thethe pump,pump, thethe requiredrequired disclosuredisclosure ofof methylmethyl esterester biodieselbiodiesel contentcontent byby supplierssuppliers 
upstreamupstream ofof thethe retailretail outletoutlet shouldshould bebe extendedextended toto blendsblends containingcontaining upup toto 5%5% biodiesel.biodiesel. 
AdoptionAdoption ofof thesethese newnew disclosuredisclosure requirementsrequirements willwill helphelp ensureensure thatthat allall recipientsrecipients ofof thethe 
fuelfuel inin thethe supplysupply chainchain areare awareaware ofof thethe fuel'sfuel's methylmethyl esterester biodieselbiodiesel content,content, andand ifif 
furtherfurther blendingblending occurs,occurs, allowsallows forfor properproper identificationidentification ofof thethe totaltotal methylmethyl esterester biodieselbiodiesel 
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content.content. ThisThis willwill enableenable thethe retailerretailer toto appropriatelyappropriately labellabel atat thethe pumppump shouldshould thethe finalfinal 
productproduct receivedreceived containcontain moremore thanthan 5%5% methylmethyl esterester biodiesel.biodiesel. 

Biomass-basedBiomass-based DieselDiesel (Renewable(Renewable Diesel)Diesel) 
ConocoPhillipsConocoPhillips hashas experienceexperience withwith producingproducing renewablerenewable dieseldiesel throughthrough co-processingco-processing 
afterafter completingcompleting thethe EPAEPA registrationregistration processprocess toto allowallow introductionintroduction ofof renewablerenewable dieseldiesel 
intointo commerce.commerce. ConocoPhillipsConocoPhillips supportssupports thethe commentscomments providedprovided byby APIAPI concerningconcerning 
biomass-basedbiomass-based dieseldiesel (Le.(Le. renewablerenewable diesel).diesel). 

PleasePlease contactcontact meme ifif youyou wouldwould likelike toto discussdiscuss thesethese commentscomments oror ifif youyou havehave anyany 
questionsquestions oror concerns.concerns. 

MarlaMarla K.K. BenyshekBenyshek v 
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