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RE:RE: ProposedProposed Rule:Rule: Amendments,Amendments, AutomotiveAutomotive FuelFuel Ratings,Ratings, CertificationCertification andand Posting,Posting, 

7575 Fed.Fed. Reg.Reg. 12470,12470, MarchMarch 16,201016,2010 

AttachedAttached pleaseplease findfind commentscomments onon behalfbehalf ofof thethe AllianceAlliance ofof AutomobileAutomobile ManufacturersManufacturers (the(the 
"Alliance")"Alliance") inin responseresponse toto thethe FTCFTC ProposedProposed RuleRule onon AutomotiveAutomotive FuelFuel Ratings,Ratings, Certification,Certification, andand 
Posting.Posting. TheThe AllianceAlliance isis anan associationassociation ofof 1111 vehiclevehicle manufacturersmanufacturers includingincluding BMWBMW Group,Group, 
ChryslerChrysler LLC,LLC, FordFord MotorMotor Company,Company, GeneralGeneral Motors,Motors, JaguarJaguar LandLand Rover,Rover, Mazda,Mazda, Mercedes­Mercedes­
BenzBenz USA,USA, MitsubishiMitsubishi Motors,Motors, Porsche,Porsche, ToyotaToyota andand Volkswagen.Volkswagen. FormedFormed inin 1999,1999, thethe AllianceAlliance 
servesserves asas aa leadingleading advocacyadvocacy groupgroup forfor thethe automobileautomobile industryindustry onon aa rangerange ofof publicpublic policypolicy issues.issues. 
ThisThis associationassociation isis especiallyespecially committedcommitted toto improvingimproving thethe environmentenvironment andand motormotor vehiclevehicle safety.safety. 
ForFor moremore information,information, visitvisit thethe AllianceAlliance websitewebsite atat www.autoalliance.org.www.autoalliance.org. 

TheThe AllianceAlliance appreciatesappreciates thisthis opportunityopportunity toto commentcomment onon proposedproposed updatesupdates toto thethe FuelFuel RatingRating 
Rule.Rule. WeWe supportsupport thethe statedstated purposepurpose ofof thethe pumppump labelinglabeling provisions,provisions, toto helphelp consumersconsumers identifyidentify 
thethe correctcorrect fuelfuel forfor theirtheir vehicles.vehicles. GivenGiven thethe varietyvariety ofof fuelsfuels becomingbecoming availableavailable toto consumers,consumers, 
regularregular reviewsreviews areare appropriate.appropriate. SufficientSufficient specificityspecificity inin contentcontent willwill bebe criticalcritical toto thethe 
effectivenesseffectiveness ofof thethe label.label. 

The Alliance encourages focused coordination with the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
("EPA") prior to promulgating a final rule regarding pump labels for ethanol blends, given that, as
The Alliance encourages focused coordination with the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
("EPA") prior to promulgating a final rule regarding pump labels for ethanol blends, given that, as 
thethe FTCFTC isis aware,aware, EPAEPA isis currentlycurrently consideringconsidering aa requestrequest toto approveapprove useuse ofof EE1515 (15%(15% ethanol)ethanol) 
automotiveautomotive fuel,fuel, andand alsoalso relatedrelated stepssteps toto avoidavoid mis-fueling,mis-fueling, includingincluding pumppump labellabel requirements.requirements. 
TheThe AllianceAlliance remainsremains veryvery concernedconcerned thatthat EPAEPA willwill decidedecide onon thethe requestrequest priorprior toto thethe completioncompletion 
ofof importantimportant studiesstudies onon durabilitydurability effects.effects. 

WeWe wouldwould bebe gladglad toto discussdiscuss thesethese recommendationsrecommendations withwith FTCFTC staff.staff. 

SincerelySincerely yours,yours, 

ValerieValerie UghUghetta,etta, 
Dinctor,Dinctor, AutomotiveAutomotive FuelsFuels 
20232655492023265549 
vughettll@autoallianee.orgvughettll@autoallianee.org 
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AllianceAlliance ofof AutomobilcAutomobilc ManufacturersManufacturers
 
CommentsComments onon FTCFTC ProposedProposed Rulc,Rulc,
 

AmendmentsAmendments toto AutomotivcAutomotivc FuelFuel Ratings,Ratings, Certification,Certification, andand PostingPosting
 
7575 Fed.Fed. Reg.Reg. 1247012470 (March(March 16,2010)16,2010)
 

1.1.	 TheThe FTCFTC shouldshould explicitlyexplicitly discussdiscuss itsits proposedproposed rctailrctail fuelfuel pumppump labelinglabeling forfor ethanolethanol 
blendsblends withwith EPAEPA beforebefore promulgatingpromulgating aa finalfinal rule.rule. Likewise,Likewise, EPAEPA shouldshould coordinatecoordinate withwith 
thethe FTCFTC beforebefore promulgatingpromulgating uu fuelfuel pumppump labelinglabeling requirement.requirement. 

CoordinationCoordination amongamong federalfederal agenciesagencies regardingregarding retailretail fuelfuel pumppump labelinglabeling isis essential.essential. AsAs 
thethe FTCFTC isis awareaware ll

,, EPAEPA isis currentlycurrently consideringconsidering aa requestrequest forfor aa waiverwaiver IromIrom GrowthGrowth 
Energy,Energy, which,which, ifif granted,granted, wouldwould allowallow uscusc ofEIofEI 55 automotiveautomotive fuelfuel (15%(15% ethanol).ethanol). EPAEPA isis 
alsoalso consideringconsidering measuresmeasures toto avoidavoid mis-fueling,mis-fueling, whichwhich willwill likelylikely includeinclude pumppump labellabel 
requirements. AtAt aa minimum,minimum, thethe FTCFTC andand EPAEPA shouldshould specificallyspecifically coordinatecoordinate toto developdeveloprequirements,
 
consolidatedconsolidated andand coherentcoherent fuelfuel pumppump labellabel contentcontent andand formatformat priorprior toto eithereither agencyagency
 
finalizingfinalizing requirements.requirements.
 

2.2.	 InIn additionaddition toto coordinatingcoordinating withwith EPA,EPA, thethe twotwo AgenciesAgencies shouldshould workwork withwith warningwarning labellabel 
expertsexperts onon design,design, format,format, color,color, andand content,content, andand alsoalso withwith consnmerconsnmer focusfocus groups,groups, toto bebe 
suresure thethe communicationscommunications havehave thethe desireddesired impact.impact. 22 TheThe AgenciesAgencies shouldshould workwork togcther,togcther, 
undund alsoalso withwith StatesStates andand stakeholders,stakeholders, toto ensureensure thatthat labelinglabeling requirementsrequirements areare 
implementcdimplementcd andand enforcedenforced uniformlyuniformly acrossacross thethe country.country. ThereThere shouldshould alsoalso bebe anan 
effectiveeffective nutionalnutional programprogram forfor educationaleducational outreachoutreach toto consumers.consumers. 

3,3,	 LabelsLabels forfor mid-levelmid-level ethanolethanol blendsblends cannotcannot bebe effectiveeffective oror protectiveprotective ifif theythey merelymerely 
displaydisplay aa widewide "range""range" ofof perper centcent (0;'.)(0;'.) ethanolethanol content.content. WeWe disagreedisagree thatthat aa broadbroad "EIO­"EIO­
E70"E70" labellabel [Sec[Sec 7575 Fcd.Fcd. Reg.Reg. atat 124821124821 cancan bebe udequatcudequatc oror effectiveeffective inin informinginforming thethe 
consumer,consumer, eithereither forfor dedicateddedicated oror forfor blcnderblcnder pumps.pumps. 

4.4.	 InIn thethe futm'c,futm'c, consumersconsumers willwill continuecontinue toto havehave vehiclesvehicles withwith aa largelarge andand increasingincreasing 
varictyvaricty ofof agesages audaud technologiestechnologies withinwithin thethe flect.flect. ConsumersConsumers willwill needneed veryvery specificspecific 
informutioninformution 011011 fuelfuel contentcontent inin orderorder toto protcctprotcct theirtheir vehiclesvehicles undund relutedreluted wawa ........untiesunties 
whenwhen selectingselecting fuel.fuel. ThisThis willwill ulsoulso bebe relevuntrelevunt whenwhen autoauto fuelfuel isis usedused inin otherother typestypes ofof 
equipment.equipment. 

ForFor thesethese fuels,fuels, thethe AllianceAlliance stronglystrongly recommendsrecommends thatthat thethe FTCFTC mandatemandate inclusioninclusion onon thethe 
pumppump labellabel ofof thethe specificspecific concentration,concentration, alsoalso notingnoting thethe acceptableacceptable blendblend rangerange forfor thethe 
nominalnominal fuel,fuel, e.g.,e.g., ++ oror -- 10%10% ofof thethe nominalnominal %,%, suchsuch asas "E20"E20 (E18-E22)"(E18-E22)" oror "E40"E40 (E36-(E36­

Reg.	 53.'' 7474	 fed.fed. Reg.Reg. 1822818228 (April(April 21,21, 2009),2009), seesee referencereference inin thethe fTCfTC proposal,proposal, 7575 fed.fed. Reg, 12470,12470, atat 1247312473 footnotefootnote 53, 

22 ConsistentConsistent color,color, design,design, andand formatformat shouldshould bebe used,used, andand addingadding aa non-colornon-color "signal""signal" shouldshould bebe considered.considered. LabelsLabels 
shouldshould bebe inin aa formform thatthat cancan bebe isis easilyeasily replacedreplaced toto accommodateaccommodate updates,updates, forfor example,example, toto reflectreflect thethe pendingpending changechange 

E-85. Mid-levelMid-level blendblend colorcolor shouldshould bebe thethe samesame asas forfor E85E85 asas thesethese fuelsfuels areare forfor useuse inininin thethe ASTMASTM specificationspecification forfor E-85,
 
thethe samesame flexibleflexible fuelfuel equipment.equipment. AsAs anan informationinformation item,item, SAESAE J2785J2785 (issued(issued NovemberNovember 2006)2006) usesuses YellowYellow PantonePantone
 
## lOinlOin conjunctionconjunction withwith E85.E85.
 



44)".44)".	 displl/YItIt isis pl/rticl/ll/rlypl/rticl/ll/rly importl/lltimportl/llt thl/tthl/t thethe fIItil/gsfIItil/gs I/I/dI/I/d II/belII/bel displl/y thethe ml/ximl/IIIml/ximl/III 
cOl/cel/tflltiol/,cOl/cel/tflltiol/, I/Iol/gI/Iol/g withwith thethe minimum.minimum. 

InIn anyany case,case, contrarycontrary toto thethe proposedproposed FTCFTC CFRCFR languagelanguage andand examples),examples), thethe ratingsratings 
postingspostings andand pumppump labelslabels shouldshould llvoidllvoid anyany "ovCJ'lap""ovCJ'lap" ofof perper centcent (%)(%) content,content, i.e.,i.e., 
oneone shouldshould useuse 1111 %% vs.vs. 10%10% forfor thosethose overover 10%;10%; 69%69% vs.vs. 70%70% forfor thosethose lessless thanthan 70%,70%, 
elc.,elc., toto clearlyclearly distinguishdistinguish oneone blendblend fromfrom another.another. InIn thethe alternative,alternative, atat aa minimum,minimum, thethe 
labellabel shouldshould ineludeinelude thethe termsterms "Contains"Contains MoreMore ThanThan (»(» x%x% andand LcssLcss ThanThan «)«) y%.y%. ThisThis 
willwill avoidavoid usersusers misconstruingmisconstruing thatthat aa 10%10% lowlow endend ofof thethe rangerange isis compliantcompliant withwith useuse ofof 
"up"up toto 10%10% ethanol".ethanol". TheThe samesame principlcprinciplc appliesapplies toto biodiesclbiodiescl andand biomassbiomass asas wcllwcll (B6(B6 vs.vs. 
>B5%,>B5%, etc.).etc.). 

InIn addition,addition, pumppump labelslabels forfor >> II0%0% ethanolethanol blendsblends shouldshould clearlyclearly statestate "Contains"Contains MoreMore 
ThanThan 10%10% Ethanol"Ethanol" asas aa separateseparate lineline inin thethe "lower"lower band",band", aboveabove thethe statementsstatements aboutabout 
harmharm andand consultingconsulting thethe vehiclevehicle owner'sowner's manual,manual, butbut belowbelow thethe moremore specificspecific contentcontent 
amountsamounts inin thethe "upper"upper band"band" caption.caption. ThisThis willwill emphasizeemphasize thethe pointpoint forfor users.users. 

AsAs notednoted inin previousprevious MayMay 14,200914,2009 AllianceAlliance commentscomments regardingregarding reviewreview ofof thisthis FTCFTC Rulc,Rulc, 
referringreferring toto thethe OEMOEM owner'sowner's manualmanual asas pUl1pUl1 ofof thethe pumppump labellabel communicationcommunication isis 
appropriateappropriate andand important.important. 

WeWe deferdefer toto otherother productproduct manufacturersmanufacturers onon thethe needneed toto includeinclude warningswarnings withwith regardregard toto 
fuelfuel useuse inin non-automotivenon-automotive applications.applications. 

5.5.	 RisksRisks of>EIOof>EIO (al.a(al.a EIO+)EIO+) useuse inin conventionalconventional vehiclcsvehiclcs [non-FFV[non-FFV (Flexible(Flexible FuelFuel Vehicle)1Vehicle)1 

AtAt present,present, therethere isis insufficientinsufficient datadata forfor U.U. S.S. EPAEPA toto makemake aa decisiondecision onon thethe requestedrequested 
waiverwaiver fromfrom GrowthGrowth EnergyEnergy that,that, ifif granted,granted, wouldwould allowallow useuse ofof EE 15.15. TheThe AllianccAlliancc isis 
unableunable toto supportsupport oror opposeoppose EE 1515 untiluntil moremore informationinformation becomesbecomes available.available. 

TheThe AllianceAlliance andand otherother stakeholdersstakeholders areare continuingcontinuing toto workwork withwith partnerspartners inin governmentgovernment toto 
conductconduct aa suitesuite ofof studiesstudies toto getget datadata ncedednceded toto evaluateevaluate thethe potentialpotential impactimpact ofof increasingincreasing 
cthanolcthanol contentcontent fromfrom EE II00 toto EE15.15. WithWith EPAEPA andand DOE'sDOE's continuedcontinued support,support, thesethese plannedplanned 
studiesstudies areare expectedexpected toto bebe completedcompleted byby mid-2011.mid-2011. TheThe Alliance,Alliance, thethe AssociationAssociation ofof 
InternationalInternational AutomobileAutomobile Manufacturers,Manufacturers, thcthc AmericanAmerican PetroleumPetroleum Institute,Institute, thethe OutdoorOutdoor 
ProductProduct EquipmentEquipment Institutc,Institutc, andand others,others, includingincluding severalseveral statestate agencies,agencies, havehave urgedurged EPAEPA 
toto waitwait toto makemake aa finalfinal decisiondecision untiluntil thisthis datadata becomesbecomes available,available, andand alsoalso toto taketake commentcomment 
onon thisthis newnew data.data. (For(For additionaladditional detailsdetails seesee AllianceAlliance JulyJuly 20,20, 20092009 comments,comments, EPAEPA 
DocketDocket EPAJ1Q-OAR-2009-0211,EPAJ1Q-OAR-2009-0211, EntryEntry #2551.1).#2551.1). 

6.6.	 MethanolMethanol andand methanolmethanol blendsblends shouldshould applyapply thethe samesame cautionarycautionary languagelanguage asas ethanolethanol 
andand ethanolethanol bleudsbleuds concerningconcerning potentialpotential harmharm andand referencingreferencing thethe vehiclevehicle owner'sowner's 
manual.manual. 

7.7.	 >B5>B5 BiodieselBiodiesel containingcontaining FattyFatty AcidAcid MethylMethyl EstersEsters (FAME)(FAME) oror FattyFatty AcidAcid EthylEthyl EstersEsters 
(FAEE)(FAEE) requircrequirc thethe cautionarycautionary languagc.languagc. 

)) SeeSee forfor exampleexample proposedproposed SectionSection 306.1306.1 O(t)O(t) onon minimumminimum andand rangerange percentpercent contentcontent forfor ratings;ratings; proposedproposed SectionSection 
306.12306.12 (a)(4)(A)-(C)(a)(4)(A)-(C) andand 306.12(a)(5)306.12(a)(5) rere nnmericnnmeric valuesvalues inin labels.labels. 
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8.8.� DieselDiesel fuelfuel containingcontaining biomass-basedbiomass-based dieseldiesel oror renewablerenewable dieseldiesel thatthat docsdocs notnot containcontain 
fattyfatty acidacid estersesters docsdocs notnot requirerequire thethe cautionarycautionary language.language. 

9.9.� AA blendblend ofof bio-mass-basedbio-mass-based dieseldiesel thatthat alsoalso containscontains >B5>B5 biodieselbiodiesel docsdocs requirerequire thethe 
cautiouat)'cautiouat)' language.language. 

>135>135 (greater(greater thanthan 5%)5%) Biodiesel,Biodiesel, andand blendsblends withwith biomass-basedbiomass-based dieseldiesel thatthat containcontain >85,>85, 
shouldshould bothboth containcontain thethe samesame cautionarycautionary languagelanguage asas onon thethe otherother labelslabels rcgardingrcgarding harmharm 
andand refercncingrefercncing thethe owner'sowner's manual.manual. 

10.10. TheThe definitiondefinition ofof "Automotive"Automotive Fuel"Fuel" forfor "Biodiesel"Biodiesel Blends"Blends" inin ProposedProposed crRcrR Sec.Sec. 306,0306,0 
(i(I)(ii)(I)(i(I)(ii)(I) shouldshould readread "13iodiesel"13iodiesel blendsblends containingcontaining >5%>5% biodiesclbiodiescl byby volumevolume (including(including 
>5%>5% biodieselbiodiesel blendedblended inin biomass-basedbiomass-based diesel).diesel). TheThe proposedproposed FTCFTC rule/definitionsrule/definitions dodo notnot 
appearappear toto anticipateanticipate [e.g.,[e.g., inin sub-definitionssub-definitions (I)(I) andand (l)](l)] thatthat therethere couldcould bebe aa blendblend ofof bothboth 
biodieselbiodiesel andand bio-mass-bascdbio-mass-bascd diesel.diesel. InIn addition,addition, forfor thethe samesame reason,reason, thethe definitiondefinition inin 306.0306.0 
j(3)j(3) I(JrI(Jr "Automotive"Automotive FuelFuel Rating"Rating" [last[last sentence]sentence] shouldshould readread "" ...... aa disclosuredisclosure ofof thethe biomass­biomass­
basedbased dieseldiesel and/orand/or biodieselbiodiesel componentscomponents expressedexpressed asas thethe percentagepercentage byby volume"volume" 7575 
Fed.Reg.Fed.Reg. atat 12478.12478. 

11.11. ProposedProposed� CFRCFR SectionSection 306,0(j)(4)306,0(j)(4) says:says: "For"For mixturesmixtures ofof gasolinegasoline andand moremore thanthan 1010 percentpercent 
ethanol,ethanol, includingincluding mid'levelmid'level ethanolethanol blends,blends, aa disclosuredisclosure ofof thethe ethanolethanol component,component, expressedexpressed 
asas .!!..!!. percentagepercentage byby volume."volume." ThisThis differsdiffers fromfrom thethe languagelanguage usedused immediatelyimmediately aboveabove inin 
306.0U)(3)306.0U)(3) [for[for biodieselbiodiesel andand biomass-basedbiomass-based diesel]diesel] ...... expressedexpressed asas thethe percentagepercentage byby 
volume."volume." ForFor consistency,consistency, bothboth shouldshould useuse thethe phrasephrase "the"the percentagepercentage byby volume".volume". 

12.12.� ProposedProposed CFRCFR SectionSection 306.12306.12 (a)(2)(a)(2) shouldshould bebe clarified,clarified, TheThe CaptionCaption sayssays "For"For alternativealternative 
liquidliquid automotive/uellabelsautomotive/uellabels (olle(olle prillciplIlprillciplIl compollent")compollent") ...... butbut furtherfurther downdown inin thethe texttext refersrefers 
toto aa "sillgle"sillgle compollellt"compollellt" label.label. ConsistentConsistent terminologyterminology wouldwould bebe useful.useful. Also,Also, thethe CaptionCaption 
shouldshould bebe editededited toto readread asas follows:follows: "For"For alternativealternative liquidliquid automotiveautomotive filelfilel labelslabels (one(one 
principalprincipal component),component), otherother than:than: biodiesel,biodiesel, biomCl.l's-basedbiomCl.l's-based diesel,diesel, biodieselbiodiesel blends,blends, biomass­biomass­
basedbased dieseldiesel blends,blends, andand mixturesmixtures o/gasolineo/gasoline andand moremore thanthan 10%10% ethanol".ethanol". 

13.13. InIn thethe finalfinal rule,rule, thethe quotedquoted RFARFA descriptiondescription "flex"flex fuelfuel enginesengines designeddesigned toto useuse alternativealternative 
fuelsfuels suchsuch asas E85E85 [fn][fn] andand Mid-LevelMid-Level EthanolEthanol BlendsBlends [fn][fn] ........"" [75[75 Fed.Fed. Reg.Reg. atat 1247212472 toptop leftleft 
column]column] shouldshould bebe replacedreplaced toto clarifyclarify thatthat "Flexible"Flexible FuelFuel VehiclesVehicles [FI?VI[FI?VI andand enginesengines areare 
designeddesigned toto useuse unleadedunleaded gasoline,gasoline, fuelfuel ethanolethanol (E70-851(E70-851 oror anyany mixturemixture ofof thethe two."two." 

****** 
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