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Federal Trade Commission 

Office of the Secretary 

Room H-113 (Annex W) 

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20580 

Re: Interagency Working Group on Food Marketed to Children: FTC Project No. P094513 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Please accept this lettE;!r onJ>.~balf of ~h,~"Mi~sou.ri C~ambe,r of Comrl1erc~ and Industry, the largest 

jjusin~ss,~SS~~i~it,~,p jn :~)~iR~i{ ,Th~:RWpos~ -~{this: I~tt~r i,~ tq e~p~,e~~,purgrave ,fonc~rl1 re~Cl rd ing the 

prop~se~"a(We.rti?J~,~ re~tn:~!!0r.s':~~y~i9p.eq.. ~X' ¥P~fiofticeJn conJuhc,ti~,~ ~i!h. ,o.F,h,~~ feder,aj'~ge'ncies. 
T~e,pr.opose'd reg~ia.tl9~ni ~X~ jft'a,'rketing restric:iiQ~s that :wiu i~p'ed~,:t~~ ab~lity,of~,~6.in p~ riy t~ rnarket 

: • ," :.: ',' ., • ~.: • ". :., ,"I' .. ' : I ':.1':.; .. ' ~. - . " .! 1 .::.: ~.: -. ~'" '.. :. • ~ , • :; '. 1, 

Unforiunateiy, the ~r~P6;sed;~~rk~tingr~strictio~s'~iI:I~;()timprbv~the ~e~lth of our citizens and will 
'. . • . , . , . . ';..: '.. : ." '7" : • .. .' . .!. ; ;"!:., . . .' c.: , .' ~ ,~ .: .: i: ~ ;': '. . " .. :. . . 

force unnecessary and costly regulation upon our fo'od-producingcompanies hi Missoliri and other 

states. Unnecessary government reg~l~tion can and will cause uncertal'ntyin companies and, create 

employment stagnation at the very time when our economy is on the brink of recovery. 

Missouri is home to some of the largest producers and makers of food products in the world. We are 

proud of our companies and the people who work hard to produce affordable, wholesome and 

nutritious food for our nation. We agree that parents need to carefully plan healthy and balanced meal 

choices for theirchildren. However, we strongly disagree with any co~clusion that advertising
. " : . , .. ': . . . ,.:,' ;. 

restrictions will have a~y'mea':l!ngful impact on. th~ h~alth issues facin,~.o~r, nation~ln !~ict; st.udies ~how 
that the obesity rate in th~ U.S. increased evenwhllefoo'd' advertising de:cre'ased.' ,','," 

Food consumption is a personal choice"and what parents provide their children at home is outside the 
...... ~.. ' : ':. ,.':;.~.; ..::: ~-:;··i·.'·'':' ': ..... ~:.;.:,.,;.:;,. .. :; .. ; :::·.·~;:I~~:.'·;c:.:.::. ~:::; ...:;-::---: .:"::;~."~' :,,:'" ~.;!~.::~ :',: ',;' r::,::, ::'.' ,'. ;.':::' 
responsibility of government, despite the frustration expressed by bureaucrats arid politidan~ ,aboutthe 

s't~t~ .~f.h~~lt~)6~' Q:Ur.~i:~i~,~r·~'.~sim,plY:'~ut,;;i~~re:i,~ ,~6: ~~bstitQt~',fq~:~)(~~~i~~,' .~~:I~:~~~'d dletsand,self­

controf.:--: allof whichare'outside thena*u'ra,i' re'a'im of government' con'tro'l. ',' 
: ...•~ ••• .1 •••• ,' •. ~.{.l .. ~-: .. : :', .:- ," ':.':~'-.~~' ...: /'.:'i.. ~_ .. :.;i ,I~ • f"i;;~.: li-'l, .,~.; '", ~.!. :,.': - :~ :. 
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Moreover, the proposed restrictions are not based on science and contradict existing nutritional 

guidelines provided by other federal agencies. The proposed regulations constitute a blind experiment 

with the potential to negatively impact our food producers and makers in Missouri and the thousands of 

people employed by the food industry. Government should focus on ensuring marketing is trl!thful, but 

not intrude into the marketplace between a company and a consumer regarding a particular message or 

tone and to whom that message may be directed. 

Please withdraw the proposal to regulate marketing and let our Missouri companies focus on what they 

do best - feed our nation. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel P. Mehan 

President/CEO 




