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 SOME QUICK FACTS 
about the SFI Program 

The SFI program promotes responsible forest management in 
North America through a comprehensive, science-based forest 
certification standard, chain-of-custody certification and unique 
fiber sourcing requirements. 

In 2008: 
• SFI program participants invested $88.9 million (US dollars) in forest 

research, raising the total since 1995 to $1.07 billion (US dollars). 
• 1.6 million acres (648,000 hectares) of SFI program participants’ lands 

were reforested through planting or natural regeneration — an area the 
size of the State of Delaware. 

• 6,627 resource and logging professionals were trained in responsible 
forestry through the SFI program or its recognition of other programs.1 

• The SFI program’s fiber sourcing requirements helped improve forestry on 
uncertified lands in North America, and achievements included: 
— About 10.9 billion cubic feet of wood fiber used by SFI program 

participants met the fiber sourcing requirements of the SFI Standard — 
the amount of wood found in more than eight million average single-
family homes in North America. 

— 93 percent of the raw material used by SFI program participants was 
provided by loggers trained in sustainable forestry practices. 

SFI Inc. is an independent, 501c(3) non-profit charitable organization. 
• Its Board of Directors has equal representation of environmental, social and 

economic interests. 
• It is endorsed and accepted by organizations and governments internationally, 

and is supported by conservation groups, community organizations and 
forest professionals. 

• A network of 37 local SFI Implementation Committees across North 
America meets diverse local needs. 

This progress report shows SFI program achievements in 2008, including 
the rapid growth that continued into 2009. A full list of current program 
participants can be found on pages 12 to 16, and program statistics, as 
of May 22, 2009, include: 
• 245 program participants in North America (United States and Canada). 
• 162 million acres (65.6 million hectares) of third-party certified lands, the 

equivalent of the land area of 10 U.S. northeastern states or the three 
Canadian Prairie provinces. 

• 635 chain-of-custody certificates at 1,411 locations. 
• 52 fiber sourcing certifications. 

1 Provided by the Forest Resources Association 

The area certified to the SFI Standard has grown from 700,000 acres (280,000 hectares) across North America at the 
end of 1998 to a total of 154 million acres (62.3 million hectares) at the end of 2008. 

Area Certified to SFI Program: 1998 - 2008 
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Sustainable Forestry Initiative Webinar Series 
SFI 101 

Kathy Abusow, President & CEO, SFI Inc., April 24, 2009 




The SFI Program 


A Single North American Assurance 


1 Standard for all of North America 


Fully Independent Non-Profit Charitable 501c3 


3 Chamber Board: Social - Environmental - Economic 
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Message from the President
 

2007 was quite a year. 

It began with the creation of SFI Inc., a fully inde
pendent non-profit 501c(3) charitable organization. Its 
Board of Directors has had authority over the SFI 
Standard, certification procedures and complaints 
since 2002, and now is the sole governing body of all 
aspects of the program with equal representation from 
its environmental, social and economic chambers. 

SFI Inc. started 2007 with 135 million acres (54.6 
million hectares) of certified lands across North 
America, and this rose to 143.7 million acres (58.1 
million hectares) by the end of the year. There were 
21 SFI chain-of-custody certifications at 48 locations 
at the start of the year, and 102 certifications at 408 
certified locations by the end of the year. This 
momentum has continued into 2008. 

There are good reasons for this growth. Attention to 
corporate social responsibility and public interest in 
forest issues are at an all-time high, and consumers 
are seeking out products they trust represent the 
right environmental choice. And the SFI program has 
proven it can meet this expectation. 

Our forest, fiber sourcing and chain-of-custody 
certifications, backed by on-product labels, are all 
valuable tools to deliver real progress on the ground. 
More certified lands means more protection for bio
diversity, wildlife habitat, water quality and countless 
other environmental values. Program participants 
invest time and resources into forest management 
research, and share their knowledge with their 
suppliers, including family forest owners. Our network 
of 37 SFI Implementation Committees allows us to 
work with community partners to broaden the 
practice of responsible forestry. 

This report is structured around three strategic goals 
that are the foundation of our work: integrity, conser 
vation collaboration and market outreach. 

forest certification program that is positively 
influencing the markets for certified forest products 
while improving forest practices across North 
America and promoting responsible procurement 
globally. We believe consumers are beginning 
to view SFI-certified products as a sound 
environmental choice. 

We will achieve these goals with a forest certification 
standard we know is strong, grounded in science, 
progressive and based on integrity. The strength 
of our standard  has been proven through our 
collaboration with conservation groups and our 
wide market acceptance. 

It is important to look back at what SFI Inc. and its 
partners have achieved in 2007, but is it just as 
important to look ahead, especially in a year when 
we will begin the public review process that will 
lead to the 2010-14 SFI Standard, and will ask the 
market’s advice about whether our on-product 
labels are transparent, easy to understand and 
meet the needs of our customers and consumers. 

We began 2008 by presenting the first SFI Inc. 
Leadership in Conservation Research Award. We 
were among the sponsors of an international work
shop hosted by Forest Trends that examined the 
critical global issue of illegal logging. The Minnesota 
SFI Implementation Committee and North St. Louis 
Habitat for Humanity brought together an amazing 
array of donors to build a home made with forest 
products sourced by SFI program participants and 
to be built by SFI volunteers. 

These examples show the depth of our program, 
its link to both local communities and international 
issues. SFI Inc. stands for responsible forest 
management in North America and responsible 
procurement around the world. Our steady growth 
shows that corporate leaders, international markets 
and consumers at home share this view. 

We will continue to work with the conservation 
community and other stakeholders to address some of KATHY ABUSOW 
the major challenges and opportunities facing our President and CEO 
forests. We aim to be recognized as a world-class Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc. 
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SFI Inc. Transparency Policy 

As an advocate for sustainable forestry, a public charity and the custodian of the most widely-used 
forest certification system in North America, SFI Inc. is committed to be open and transparent about the 
development and administration of the SFI Standard, about our operations as a public charity, and about 
our policy goals and priorities. To implement this commitment, the Board of Directors of SFI Inc. has 
adopted the following transparency policy: 

1. Transparency in the Development of the SFI Standard. The SFI Standard shall be developed 
through a transparent process including public notice of proposed changes, regional workshops to 
present and discuss proposed revisions with stakeholders, and opportunities for public comment on drafts 
of the Standard. 

2. Disclosures regarding Tax-Exempt Status and Charitable Operations. SFI Inc. shall disclose to the 
public all information required by the Internal Revenue Code.  SFI Inc.’s Form 990 tax returns for the 
past three years, its Form 1023 Application for Recognition of Exemption Under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code, and the responding IRS Determination Letter are available upon request.  SFI 
Inc. is primarily supported financially by SFI Program Participants who use our forest management and 
fiber sourcing standards.  These SFI Program Participants, listed in our annual progress report posted on 
the SFI website, include forest product and paper companies, conservation organizations, state and local 
public agencies, foundations, and universities. 

3. Transparency in Policy Goals and Initiatives. SFI Inc. shall disclose to the public information about 
its policy goals, priorities and activities, through events such as the annual SFI Conference, regional 
workshops, publication of an Annual Progress Report and a monthly newsletter, and periodic updates on 
the SFI website. 

Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc. June 5th, 2009 
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