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My name is John Foley. I manage the Tops/P&C Food market at 448 N\Keyﬁ’;ﬁggms yre
Pennsylvania 18840. We are one of the stores affected by your decision.

Let me provide a brief background about myself. I started in the super market business
on July 17, 1968. The 42 years in the business provides me with knowledge about competition
and the market place.

I was the Store Manager at 1730 Elmira Street, Sayre, presently another FTC Store,
before, during and after the acquisition of Acme market sites by P&C Markets. This transaction
took place on January 19, 1995. The net result of this purchase was six Acme stores by P&C
Food Markets. The Sayre area had, after the purchase, two P&C stores and one Great American
Super Market. There was also no Aldi’s or Wal Mart Food Stores. There was no
anticompetitive effect due to this purchase. Forty two years experience tells me good ads and
competitive prices maintain and grow your business then and now.

Our area has much more shopping choices now than ever. On March 19, 1996, Tops
Friendly Markets took over the site where Great American operated. Aldi’s also opened a
discount food operation. Wal Mart opened and then expanded its food portion of the business.
Ted Clarks, (118 Broad Street, Waverly, NY) an independent food market is less than two miles
from our store. Sopranos Italian Market, (607 Cayuta Ave, Waverly, NY) is also within two
miles of our store. K Mart has also expanded their food operations in their Sayre store. We also
have multiple drug store chains competing for the consumer food dollar purchases. Mini
markets also sell a great deal of food and deli items. Fast food chains also are a strong player for
the food dollar.

In summary at least two Tops Friendly Markets should be allowed to exist in the Sayre
area. This would be no different than the two P&C stores that were allowed to operate after
January 19, 1995 in the Sayre area.

In your ruling you stated that competition was an issue. I could not agree more. You
also say that consistent with past investigations, staff concluded that other chains such as Aldi’s,
buying clubs and other food stores would not constrain prices after the merger was completed.
You could not be more wrong. Go into the Aldi’s or Wal Mart on a Monday morning, look
around and tell me that they did not do business.

» Everyone wants to sell groceries and the consumer enjoys the benefit. We could not
continue business if we did not stay competitive. The customer will always make the final
decision on any business.

Thanle von for vour time.,
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