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In the Matt8rof Reed Elsevier BOO ChoicePQlnt. FTC Ffta No. 081..0133 
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I'm writing on behalfofthe Pennsylvania Association of Private Investigators (PAll) regarding- the 
proposed consent order and acquisition of Cho!cePolnt by Regd Elsevier. Our associatiOn is 
composed of investigators who provide crillcal services 10 govemment agencies, attorneys, state. 
and US couJ1s and others. We rely extensively onservices provided by Iloth Reed Elsevier and 
ChoicePoint and I.heir $ub~ld18ries to assist us in setVing these clients. 

Over the past several years there has been tremendous consolidation among providersofpublic 
records seMees. This p~posed acquisition wOl further reduce competilJon- in the indlJs!ry. Although 
there are sell'9ral providers of data sBrvices fn the marketplace, ihey are resellers ofelata provided­
by the respondents. 

The Commission's complaint found that ibis acquisition would be an1icompetltilJs antt avlolallOlH>f 
antitrusllaw in the mar1<el for Ihe Sal9 ofpubRc records information to law en~ment agencies. 
Jj1e same effects would be felr in the market fur S'!!e of public reccms to !he private sector. 

It is importanf 10 have access to data from several suppliers during the condUct of an investigatioo. 
limilelt resources reduce both the quality and quantity of Information available. And our members, 
all of whom are small businesses, do not have the financial weight to bargain efJeclively 'lltth large:­
entities In anon-competit!ve environment. 

We urge that 1I1e Commission not approve the acqUiSition unlif respondents can divest lheroselves 
of public records services provided to private IndUstry as well as 10 law enforcement Unless an 
appropriate remedy Is offered, ourmembers and their clients will sUffer irreparable Ilarm. When 
competition is reduced, incentives for illnovation are Alduced, prices rise and servlca lmlfers. 

Thank you for y.our consideration. 

R1chard C. Payton. Jr. 
PALl President 




