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Donald S. tta:-k 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Trade Commission 
RoomH-135 
6{)O Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
W-ashington, DC 20580 

Re: Proposed Consent Order 
m..dle.Mattm-~~-and.ChoiccP~ FTC File No. 081-0133 

DearMr: Clark: 

rm.~on:bebatf'af' Mcflermottw'l1estimrt«ms;.a liCen:f. California Professional 
Investigations firm (plt1572} regarding the pr-opased conse -order and acquisition of 
~h)!ReeitEls'evier ODnrssociatran' is:COmprised.a?rvestig~tors who provide 
crit-ical services to gev.emment agencies., attameys, state- and US courts and others. We rely 
evtensive~onserviee5" p;t:O'\l.idecth)!.bqth .Reed'EIseviet:lfd ChoicePoint and their 
subsidiaTies to assist us in-serving these clients. 

Over the:past~lms:been-tremendc'os COilsol~on among providers of 
public records services. This proposed~uisitionwill further duce competition in the 
irIdustIy. Aftbrmgh1Jrere"are=sevemlproviderrof.data.:ser.v:ices..in::ftle marketplace, they are 
resellers ofdattprovidettby the respondents. 

~C:~s:~jnrfound:tliat this acqujsitUm.~he ~tjoomp~iveand a 
v~olatlOn.of.antitrust law. III the market for the sale.(lfpubbcreoords infonnatlon to Jaw 
en:fomementagern:ies ·'IlJe:same:effu.cts:.wouh!"be :teJtin:'die:m!lrket fOl' sale ofpublic records 
!~ the· priYateseetor. i' 

Itis-importlntto ba.ve access-to ~suppl;i~ during the conduct ofan 
investigation. Limitedr.esour.ces r.educe both the quality and quantity ofinfonnation 
available.. .Aiu:l ounnem bers;-lt1ll.Q.y..ofwmmares.ma.ll.business.es,.do not have the financial 
weight to bargain·effuctively with- large entities in a non-competitive environment. 

We: urge tbatthe-eommissimnwt=apprcw.e:.tfunl(:quisitiolT.:until respondents can divest 
themselves ofpublic records services provided to private indtistry as well as to law 
enforCen;1eDt. 

Unless-an allill op.rlate: ~. is: affim::d; am IiMil tiJetS""and their -cliepts wilt suffedrreparable 
harm. When competition is reduced. ineentives for innovation are reduced. prices rise and 
service suffers. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Franci~ McDennott, MA 
McDermott Investigations, PI 17572 
2761 Fairwa.r Dr~ 
B~eA:.92225 . 




