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Qffice of the Secretary )
Fegeral Trade Commission aer 4k
Room H-135

600 Pennsylvania Averue, NW S SEORERR
Washington, DC 20580

Re: Proposed Consent Order
F.the Mater gikmtﬂlsmm‘xﬂﬁhmcn?mn{, FTC File No. 081-0133

DearMr. Clark:

Fmuziting onbehatfaf McBRemortnvestipations: California Professional
Investigations firm (PT 17572) regarding the propesed consent order and acquisition of
ChoicePoint by Reedt Elevier. Qur association is compused.ofxpvesugators who provide
critical services to government agencies, attomeys, state and US courts and others. We rely
extensively. onserwces_pm\udedhy both Reed Elseviet: "3nd ChoicePoint and their
subsidiarics to assist us inserving these chents.

Over thepast mmmmwuon among provxders of
public records services. This proposed acquisition will fisrther feduce competition in the
industry, Adthongtethere areseverat providers of data sexvices imghe marketplace, they are
resellers of data provided by the respondents.

The Commission’ s.compiaint found that this acquisition- d be anticompetitive and a
violation of antitrust law. in the market for the sale of public recerds information to law
enfomementagenmes;fhe:sanmeﬁeuswwm_beiekmthmketfor sale of public records

to the private-sector.

It is important to have access to-dutz front severabsuppliers during the conduct of an
investigation. Limited resources reduce both the quality asid quantity of information
available. Avd ourmembers, maay of whom are small businesses, do not have the financial
weight to bargain-effectively with large entities in a non-competitive environment.

Wer mgeﬂmtthe.ﬁmmmssxmumrzppmue.maacqmm respondents can divest

themselves of public records services provided to private in as well as to law
enforcement,

xsnfﬁsmd,.nncmemhenranﬂ.thamd@ts will suffer irreparable
harm. When competition is reduced, intentives for innovation are reduced, prices rise and
service suffers.

Thank you for your consideration. 7
Francine McDermott, MA

McDermott Investigations, PI 17572

2761 Fairway Dr.

Bythe, CA 92225





