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IMPACT INVESTIGATIONS
 

Donald S. Clark
 
Office, oithe Secretary
 
Federal Trade Commission
 
RoomH-135
 
600 PennsYlvania Avenue. NW
 
Washington, DC 20580
 

Re; Proposed Consent Order 

In the Ma.tter ofReed EIsevierandChOicePoint, FTC File No; 081-0133 

Dear ,Mr. Clark 
rDl~tin~onbelta.If of 1.'heiPrivateIn~estiga1:orsAss9.c,iat~()n of Utall r~gardingtheproposed 
cOfiseritorder and acquisition ofChoicePointby,Reed,.Elsevier. Our association is comprised .of 
itl:ve#tigatots)VhOprovide ,critica.ls~rvi¢~st().g()vei:nrrlent,agencies,atiQmeys,.state.andUS courts 
I;lndgtI1ers.Werely extensively:ons.enrjpe::; pI:9yidedby b()th ReedElsevier and ChoicePoint and 
theirsubsidiarles to assist us insetvingthes~clients. 

Overthepastseveral years. there .hasbeenJremepdous."consoUclati()naInongproviders of public 
records services. This proposedacquisitipri\Villfurther reduc:cOnipetitionin the industry; 
:A.ltb,01.Jghtlwreares.everal.providers<>'fC1al~$ef.Vicesillthem~k~tpl~e,·th¢yareresellersofdata 
provided .bytherespondents; 

TheCQJJlnijssi()n'scolllplaintfouJ,lajha.tth~sa9q~si#pil·wou1d,beanticompetitiveandayioII;lu,on 
of antitrust lawm the marketforthesiUe ofpublic reoorcls information to law enforC(;)Jnent 
~eI1Cies. The/same effects would. be .:f~ltili1he1l1arket.fotsaIe (JfpubUc tecotdstothep:rivate 
Sector. 

It i.~irilp,,~tto .haveacqass tQ(l#Htfi9w~e\'t}~aI~4Pplie~<llJringt1lecorid.uct()fan 
investifation,LilllitedresOUl"cfls~ducebQththequalityl;ll1dqul;ll1tityofinf0111lati,()ll ayl;lilaIJle. 
Mdourm~bers'Jnanyorwhomare;snuillbusinesses~ do not llave the financial weightto 
b#gain eifecti.velY·with large erititjesJr,l~nCil1~()nipe~tiv¢-enYir()tl1'nfl*t 

Weufgeth~theOoIDIIlission l1otaIipfpyethe.~quisition l:fIlt;ilcrespo*dentscatldivest themselves 
ofPllblicreconls services provid~d.JQPrfvl;lte·i:ndu8.trY,~'WeUl;lStolaw enforCemellt. 

lJn1e~s,~n~ppr()pri~tere.m~liyisQff.~r~<l,'(>Hl'm~m"b,¢rs ~d.their ~liellts will SUffer. irt"(;lpar~~ll3 
h~. When competitionlsreduced,inG¢'titives'f'Orllmova.tion ~reduc¢d, prices rise and service 
suffers. 

Than1{YQU for yc)OrcpnsiCleratiot1; 

SincetelY~ 

~antil 
POBOX 126'{;) .. BQUNTIFUL;UT.84011
 

PRON,EJ (8Ql)301-0B61.FAX C8Ql}2{;)2-5312
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