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Re: Proposed Consentdrder 

I11theM~ttet orReed Elsevier andCh()icePQmt,FTC File No. 081-0133 

DeaiMr.Clark:
 
I!mwrltingonllehaIfof TheP11vat~It1,V~gat0rsA!)soCiation.ofUtah,r¢gllrdiIlgthe
 
proposeQp<nlSrnto~der andacgtJisitiOil Qf(}h(JicePQintbyReedElsevier.<.lUr ~soC4ition
 
is/comPrIsed.ofiriveStigatorswhoJl~oYide criticllI,services tQgovemmentagClici¢S,
 
ll.tt()1'neys, state ~dUS·c()urts.llIi.doth~rs; Werely.elctet1Sive1y on.servicC$ ptoyidedby 
b()th~eilElsevic:r and Choic~Pointandtheir supsi(Jiariesto assist us in scniingtbese
clients;' , 

6Vel'thc:p~s~"c:t'lllYear~there. hll$.b~~~n4011s cOilSOlidation atll0ngpr(},\,iders .•of 
Pll1J~crecpr'asservices'Thispropose(hi~qllisiti~n\villfurtber reduce competition in the 
fuduStry:Althbli&h thereareseveritlprovi~of data serviCes in the marketPlace, they 
'~~reseIl~sotdaiaprovidedbyfuereSpondents. 

Th~Cornri~issiQn'scornplaintf()ulld~afthis acquisition would be.anticpmpcititive .and a 
.vlolatil>n.9f.!lJiutrustlaw.inthelllarketfo~ thesaI~. ofpublicrecordsini'pl'Il1an0Il: t()laW 
~ntot:<:~~t,~enciEls,. The.same effeCtS woiIld tie felt in the fuatket fOfsate.ofpublic
'ri:coti:lS;totheprivatesect6t. ' 

It. i~ imP9rtiuJt.t~l1aYe !1c~e~s to.data frop1sever~ .sllppliers dUril1f~iI1econ4u9~ of,an 
mv'estigation: Lirriited resources reduce :botllthequality and quantityQ(information 
,aylii,!a1;Jle,Ando"ilr membe~ ,JDan)'",Qf -wh0Illare., SIll3.l1b\lsinesses, ~ollotl1a:v~ 'the 
li.~a.Jl9iaLw.e!iht ·.tQ·bargain~f'I.&:tivelyWithlarge entities in a "lloli-.g>lppetitive 
enviroi:Un~nt . 

WetItg~tlt!1ttI1~SolllDlissionnot,apP1'9ve .. t1letW9.Uisitionunti1 reSpOnd~"lltS~diy~t 
tlleinSelves pfptibUc recoids semcesproyide4 to· private industry aswel1~tolawenfurcelnent. ". ' ..' ...,.. .. . .. 

'qi1I~~~.appr~pI1~tere~~:(isQffel'~tt .ouflI1embers and their clj~tSwjllsuffer 
i!'i#arableJiariJi 'Whencrimpetition is reduced, inCentives for innovationate;:reduced, 
price~·ri~e··and.~ervice.suffers; 

Thank you fdi'Y0Urci:msideration. 

Since,rely; 
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