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October 13,2008 

Donald S. Clark 
Office ofthe Secretary 
Federal Trade Commission 
Room H-135 
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington) Dc 2()580 

Re: proposed COl1sentOrder 
In the MatlerofReed Elsevier ~l1d ChoicePbiht, i=TC File No. 081-0133 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

I'niwiitingoh beMlfof rriYSEllf, myCOl11pany; and F.LI.P. {Female legal and InvestigatiVe Professionals} regarding the 
proposed consent order and acqUisition of ChoicePoint by Reed Elsevier. Ouras50datfon is comprised of investigators who 
provide. critical servicesto gqvernrnent C!genciest'attomeys,sta~e~ndUS t;otJrtsal'ld others. We. rely extensively oo'services 
pro\li~edQY' QQth R¢ed EI$evier aod ChoitePQintahd their subsidiaries to assist us inservingfheseclients. 

Over the paSt severalyears there has beentremendousiconsolid13tion Clrn9ngprolliders of public recqrQs services. This 
proposed atquisitiQI'l, W/llfdltherted.l/c~c:6mpetlq6n in the lriqu$tl')':Although there are $e.veral providers of data services in 
the marketplace, they ate resellets.6f data proVided by the respondents. , 

Thet:dmmissiQr'l's¢ompl~lntfound that tnls acqUisition wouldbe~ntH:ompetitive and a viplation of tlntitrust law in the 
m;:lr!<e~f6rthe.si!}I~6f p@'liit: re.t::tird~ ib~rmatlon to rawenforcement agencies. The same effects would befeltin·the market 
for sale ofpublic records to the private sector. 

It IS Impotti.r:ittQ Iilivei!lc.¢e$s,tod$tafroois$,'leralsJ;lppliers during, theoohd,lJ¢t,ofan investigation. Limited resources reduce 
Qoththe qUi3If't}':and,:.quantity,of information available. And our members, many ofwhom are small busine$ses, db not have 
'the fimmcia[weight tob~rgaine.ffe<;tively .withtatg~ entities in al1l:lncc:otl1petJt~~'e.nVitonment. 

We· lirgeJhatthe CmnmissiQn not: aPProve the acquisition until respondents can divest themselves of public records services 
provid€d to private industry as well as fa law enforcement. 

,Unfess:arr appropriate remeov is.offered,Qurmembers and their clients will. 5ufferh"reparableharm. When competition is 
:reduced~inceritives for·irinovatitm are reduced, pr'icesrfs¢ aiidser\lic~ 5ufiel'$. 
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