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February 4, 2010

Federal Trade Commission
Office of the Secretary

Room H-135 (Annex N)

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20580

RE:  Comments on Proposed Rule 16 C.F.R. Part 305 [RIN 3084-AB03] Appliance Labeling Rule
To Whom It May Concern:

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), Prevention and Assistance Division, submits the
following comments on the proposed federal rule 16 C.F.R Part 305 [RIN 3084-AB03] Appliance
Labeling Rule as published in the Federal Register Vol. 74, No. 216, November 10, 2009 (74 FR 57950).
We commend the Federal Trade Commission for bringing forth thisimportant rulemaking and support
many of the proposals.

The MPCA contributed to and supports the comments submitted by the Interstate Mercury Education and
Reduction Clearinghouse (IMERC) and the Quicksilver Caucus (QSC). These comments focused on
state labeling requirements for mercury-containing lamps and issues associated with mercury labeling.

As society makes major shiftsin lighting technology and efficiency, the MPCA believesit is critical to
address a number of additional environmental attributes or characteristics of lighting products in product
and package labels. Specifically, we believe that lead content and power factor should be disclosed, at a
minimum, on packaging and possibly also on products. Some manufacturers are already providing label
or other disclosures related to these two items. The environment, manufacturers, and consumers would
benefit from consistent disclosures so that manufacturers and consumers have incentives to manufacture,
purchase, use, and properly recycle and/or dispose of the most environmentally advanced lighting
technologies.

L ead content and labeling:

Historically, most lamps have contained lead, and some manufacturers are now reducing and eliminating
lead, partly in response to European regulations. Manufacturers are also providing lead content
disclosures. Asan example, Feit has alead disclosure label on its Eco-Bulb Plus CFL product packaging.
A copy of thislabel is attached. Y ou can seethat Feit is making claims about the lead content of the glass
and the circuitry. Feit also includes a package label stating that the product meets standards for
Restriction of Hazardous Substances (RoHS). On their website, Feit does not appear to make alead
content statement or disclosure for this family of products. However, Feit doesinclude a RoHS
Compliant label or mark on the website. Currently, the product website is http://www.ecobulbplus.com

We recommend that the FTC require alead disclosure for CFL, CCFL, and LED packages and products.
Based on what Feit is currently doing, we recommend at a minimum that manufacturers disclose lead-free
glass and lead-free circuitry on the package and ‘lead-free’ on the product. We recommend that FTC
establish guidelines and possibly requirements for use of the RoHS Compliance mark asit relates to lead
content.
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Power Factor and labeling:

Power Factor is an important energy efficiency consideration from the perspective of electric power
generation and transmission. CFL (and other) products with high power factor ratings contribute to
overall electric grid efficiency. Several CFL manufacturers prominently address power factor on their
product packaging and in their sales and specification literature.

For example, Energy Mad makes “Ecospiral” CFLs with high power factor, and the product package
(copy attached) states “High Power Factor” without explanatory information. Their current website does
includes information on power factor. The home page is http://www.ecobulb.com/us/index.htm{ and
detailed information on power factor is provided here http://www.ecobulb.com/us/Reasons.htm

As another example, TCP manufactures several products with high power factor and discloses this
information on its product technical sheets. For example, TCP’s 182, Dimmable 101 and Dimmable Pro
Series products all have high power factor and this is disclosed on their respective specification sheets.
The Dimmable Pro specification sheet also includes the RoHS Compliant label. The specification sheets
can be accessed from this website: http://www.tcpi.com/commercial/lighting_products.aspx

Another company, PureSpectrum Lighting, manufactures CFLs and all of its products have high power
factor. Power factor is discussed on this webpage and the fourth paragraph notes that all of the
company’s products have high power factor:
http://www.purespectrumlighting.com/technology/power-factor

Cold Cathode compact fluorescent lamps (CCFL) are a different technology from conventional CFLs and
all Cold Cathode lamps have high power factor as an inherent characteristic of the technology.
Specification sheets for TCP’s CCFL line can be accessed from the website noted for TCP above.

We recommend that the FTC require a power factor disclosure for CFL and CCFL packages and
products. Based on the disclosures already being made by some manufacturers, the FTC could require
that lamp packaging include a power factor disclosure that clearly states whether the lamp has High
Power Factor (HPF, >0.9) or Normal Power Factor (NPF, >0.5 typically), and that the base of CFL and
CCFL products be labeled at minimum with “HPF” or “NPF.”

Thank you very much for your consideration of these comments.

Sincexelv.

David J. Beé(ke
Director
Prevention and Assistance Division

Attachments:
1. Feit EcoBulb Plus CFL package showing mercury and lead disclosures, RoHS Compliant disclosure
and mark

2. Energy Mad Ecospiral CFL package showing “High Power Factor” disclosure
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