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Citizens for Voluntary Trade (CVT) respectfully moves, under 16 C.F.R. § 3.52(j), for leave 

to file the accompanying amicus curiae brief in support of both Rambus, Inc. and Judge 

McGuire’s Initial Decision.  

CVT is a nonprofit, nonpartisan educational organization that applies free market principles 

and rational ethics to contemporary antitrust issues through filings with federal courts and 

agencies, policy papers, public commentaries, and a website (www.voluntarytrade.org).  CVT 

scrutinizes the activities of the Federal Trade Commission and the Department of Justice which 

pertain to the enforcement of the antitrust laws.  Since its founding in 2002, CVT and its officers 

have filed more than 20 formal comments and briefs in response to government antitrust cases.   

CVT’s Board of Trustees consists of individuals from across the country who have a broad 

range of business, legal, and public policy experience.  Unlike other antitrust research 

organizations, none of CVT’s board members belong to the professional antitrust bar, and 

consequently do not depend on the continued existence of the antitrust laws.  CVT accepts no 

funding from any government agency.  

CVT has no financial interest in Rambus, Inc. or in the outcome of this matter.  However, 

several individuals identifying themselves as Rambus shareholders or supporters have made 

financial contributions to CVT.  To date, CVT has received $700 in such contributions, and has 

applied them to the costs of preparing and printing the accompanying amicus curiae brief.  Based 

on information and belief, CVT states that no contributor as of the filing of this motion is an 

officer, counsel, or controlling shareholder of Rambus, Inc. 

CVT and its supporters have a common interest in the systematic and consistent application 

of the United States Constitution and the principles of the Declaration of Independence.  

Expansion of the antitrust laws—particularly Section 5 of the Federal Trade Commission Act—
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to include the nullification of lawfully-obtained patents poses a substantial threat to property 

rights guaranteed by the Constitution.  More importantly, the economic and ethical principles 

used by the Commission in deciding this case will affect the future protection of all 

constitutional rights.  Accordingly, CVT has a direct interest in ensuring that the Commission 

considers pro-reason, pro-capitalism viewpoints before rendering a final decision.  CVT is 

confidant that the Commission will benefit from considering such views.  

The accompanying brief presents a philosophical framework for analyzing and affirming the 

Initial Decision.  CVT does not seek to introduce additional evidence into the already-substantial 

record, but rather to prompt philosophically-informed analysis of the key facts and arguments of 

the case from the perspective of rational ethics.  Neither the parties nor Judge McGuire engaged 

in such philosophical analysis.  CVT’s brief is an explicit discussion of the ethical premises that 

were implied in the Initial Decision. 

For these reasons, the Commission should grant leave. 

 

       Submitted for Your Consideration, 

 
 /s/     
S.M. Oliva 
President 
Citizens for Voluntary Trade 
Post Office Box 66 
Arlington, VA 22210 
(703) 740-8309 
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