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September 7, 1917.

MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

September 7 , 1917 I 10: 30 a. m

William J. Harris
Joseph E. Davies
William B. Colver
Victor Murdock

(Mr. Fort absent on account of illness.

Chai rman

Mr. Victor Murdock, having been duly nominated by the

President and confirmed by the Senate , and having taken the

oath of office on September 4 , 1917 , as a member of the

Federal Trade Commiasion for a term of office ending Septem-

ber 25 , 1918 , was present and met with the Corom1 ssi on.

The minutes of the meetings of August 27th and August

30th , respectively, were read and ap roved.

The work of the Commission wi th reference to the admin-

istration of the coal industry, in connection with Dr. Harry

A. Garfield, Coal Administrator , was taken up, and after

discussion it was agreed to arrange for a conference with

Dr. Garfield for the purpose of advising him of the Com-

mission s ideas regarding certain features of the coal

si tuation, and also to asoertain the nature of the work that

would be required of the Commission in conneotion with the

coal administration.

Mr. Davies reported that the President. had called him
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648 September 7, 1917.

by telephone and asked when certain data concerning the

price of steel products would be prepared , and that he had

advised the President that such data would be submi tted at

an early date; that the President suggested that he com-

munioate and confer with the War Industries Board in refer-

ence to costs of certain steel products essential to the

conduct of the war.

Mr. Davies further reported that misstatements had

been found in the data submitted by certain steel c.ompanies;

that in his opinion such misstatements indicated guilty

intent , and he thereupon asked for authori ty of the Com-
mission to investigate further and , if the facts justified

submi t the matter to the Department of Justice with a recom-

mendation that the offenders be vigorously prosecuted.

Such authori ty was duly granted.

At l: 00 0 ' clook P. m. a recess was taken until 2: 30 p. 

William J. Harris
Joseph E . Davies
William B . Colver
Victor Murdock

Chai rman

The Commission reassembled at 2: 30 p. m.

Dr. Harry A. Garfield and Mr. Nims met with the Commis-

sion and discussed at length the coal si tuation and the pro-
posed plan for the administration of the coal business

under the provisions of the Lever law.
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PWt; September 8 , 1917. 64f

Thereupon , at the hour of 4: 00 p. m., the Commission
adjourned to meet Saturday, September 8, 1917 , at 10: 30 a. 

Attest:

Secretary.

MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

Septerober 8 , 1917 , 4:00 p. ro.

, ,

William J. Barris , Chairman
Joseph E. Davies
Victor Murdock

The Commission considered a draft of tte preliminary

report to the President covering the cost of production of

oertain steel products essential to the conduct 9f the war

which after discussion was approved. Mr. Davies reported
that the President had requested that a copy of the report

be delivered to the War Industries Board for consideration.
It was unanimously agreed that such copy would be delivered

to Mr. Robert S. Lovett of that Board, in the absence of

Chairman Scott.

Mr. Davies presented report setting fo th the under-

standing reached between the Commission and Dr. Harry 
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September 11, 1917.

Garfi eld, Fuel Administrator, growing out of the conference

on yesterday afternoon , covering the work to be done by

the Commission in connection with the Fuel Admini strator.
(See tile Coal 'Mem 5 Dav 5)

Thereupon , at the hour of 6: 00 P. M. the Commission

adjourned to meet Tuesday, September 11 , 1917 , at 10: 30 a. 

Secretary.

MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

September 11 , 1917 , 3: 30 p. 

William J. Harris
Joseph E. Davies
William B. Colver
John F. Fort
Victor Murdock

Chai rman

The minutes of the meetings of September 7th and 8th

respecti vely, were read and approved.

The acti vi ties of the Commission in connection with work

of Dr. Harry A. Garfield, Coal Administrator , were discussed;

also the future work of the Commission in continuing its
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PWf; September 11 , 1917. 651

investigation into the coal business independent of the coal

administration was considered. The matter of recommending

certain modifications in the pronouncements made by the

President in reference to the prices cf ccal and the class-

ification of mines by distriots was taken up, and after dis-

cussion, by unanimous consent , was laid on the table for

action as a special order of business at 11: 00 a. m , toroorrow.

Mr, Davies presented a wri tten report of a .conversation
with the President by which he was requested to subnli t the
Commission s report on the prices of steel to the War In-

dustries Board. The report also set forth the fact that

the report had been delivered as directed. (See file 8910-2)
1- .

Thereupon, at the hour of 5: 30 ro., the Commission

adj ourned to meet WednesdaY, September 12 , 1917 , at 10: 30 a. m

Attest:

J6M

Secretary.
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September 12, 1917.

MEETI NG OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMI SSI ON

September l2 , 19l7 , 10:30 a. m.

William J. Harris
Joseph E. Davies
William B . Colver
John F. Fort
Victor Murdock

Ch ai rman

Mr. Daviss presented report in re file 340 applica-
tion of C. F. Pri tchard for issuance of a complaint against
The House of Rothschild. Report approved, and resolution

embodied in report of Joint Board of Review, recoromending

dismissal of application, adopted.

The following resolution, offered by Mr. . Davies , was

unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS , There are now pending in the Commission
several cases to wi t , the American Radiator case
the National Biscui t case , the Coca-Cola case , and
others, the diaposi tion of which is dependent upon the
determination of a question of policy; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, That a date and time certain be
set for the consideration of the following question:
"Is accumulative discount paid by a producer at the
end of a fixed period to a customer, contingent upon
the gross amount of purchase at the end of a period
of time , an unfair method of competi tion in operating
ei ther in effect as a tying contract or as an unfair
method of competition in full line forcing where the
seller handles more than one commodity?" and

BE IT RESOLVED, That in the consideration the
Economic Advisory Board, Board of Review, and such
examiners as have worked upon the cases be requested
to appear to present their views to the Commission.

By unanimous agreement the hearing ordered in the above

resolution was set for special order of business September
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