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MEING OF EB ECoMSSI01I

MACH 16, 1')15.

The appointees to the Fe9.eral TradeC: mnlssion, assembled "a.t 12:00

noon, and the fOllowing members took, th of office as members of

the Commission for their respective term; 110ted be;L'ow:

Joseph E. Davies........,

........, ..,.

Edward N. Hurley.,

. '. . ... .. !" .. . .... . . .

li lliam J. Harrls...

. . . . . . . . . . .

7 years-

6 years
' years

4' yea.rs
(a)

Will H. Parry'

....' ...... .....

:..i

'."..

George Rublee

........ ..-. 

G... 

.......

(a) During the pleasu.re of the PrIi1-cient of the ' Un! ted States
for the time being" and until 1;he -end ,9f the next ses-
sion of the Senate Of the Unjted States, and no longr.

. .." '

Hon. J. Harry Covingon, Chief Justice ot the Supreme Court of the

District of COlumbia, adlin!s:tered th.e ath.

'..

IL.

The Com:ssion assembled fOJ'lly a :OO Upon motion, of ,

.. . . . 

missioner Parry, secon(\ dby Commesi r+; " ColDssl(), blee was

made temporary charllBn.

Upon motion OfC,ODlissionerPUry" d.lysec 9-edby Commlssioner

. . 

Harris, the followingz:soo1'qtionwa eQ;f'
'Y 

-. .

Resolved: That ' thefol1 lng be: a:d isbereby
adopted, to wit: 

" ' , , ' , :. ' , ., ' , "

A chai l"man. o:f- 'the C011J:JS lon' snall' 1)$, elected; whO
shall serve ins :ca itYBQ, as!: ::;fb remain c'
a member of the ci9 slqn,i. anQy, fter 

, '

shall be filledont, Sf$Ofse oritY PPPj.tment.

' ,. " '- - . - , . : . ' " ;' . " ' ." 

The election of a Chaf stheji U:e

. '

SBioner rriS

;. ; : '. . . ..' . ' ' -". \ .. ' . - . . . ' - ''' , .

placed in nomination, fQr the CJ$ rmshjp:.coDssioner ,Joseph E., Davies,

! "' . ' . ,. - ' - , . ' " . , ::.

.li; 

;. " , . "" . :' . ' . " . . - :- ..

which nomination was se

~~~

d.by: 'C9mm$ Jier Parry.:tCommisf\f()%l&r Davies 

. .- . ' . .. : -, '. .. - ' .: '. -. : . - .. .. ' -:" . . . ... . -

was unimously elected :co ' 'the erm pre, i-'i'6eci, by heabov resolut1()n, :

:, '

and. as Chai rm tOO1t Cbair..
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, . ' . , '

The electic) ofa Vioe Chalrm was then taken up. Commssioner

:parrPl h6ri ii6ri Si6n rEdward N. Hurley, which nomi-

. -

-- i"

, .' ,. 

nation wali seconded byYboDinfs ioner RIblee. Commissioner Hurley was

unmously elected tor1is term otott:lce.

Whereupon the meeting adjoured

. .

wnssioner.

. ' , ,

.1,

( , : "

I .

. ' ,.. ; : -: : . - -
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. -, ' . . - .;. . ' '
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, , . . .... . ' . ,.. 

UEINGOF FEEB'TRA COMSSION

., ....",.

L .

:;: ' ::. ;- ". .

)'sepbE. rivi .:qh81 :J:(.,)
EdwardN. Hurley VlceCh81ri
Wll).l_'ij iIH.i,

/ ;" " , ' -, ,;,'

Will H. Parry

~~~

ble$j

. ' ", ; ' .: ..:.':') ., '

",I,

, .,; .

s.toh" 'Qfii!:e 4/.at ' O:a :iChalrm Davies presiding.

,;:: ,

entire nie:.t

pg,

waS" edta. 'cisc ion of the internl or-

gaizatiOn otthe COmmssiont::l: t'Of o6's, purchase of furni-

, :'

.i#i

'. 

iio.!,!aefiTt1t Ct;l: tng taken.

. . . ", ..,.\

rG/

Comm ssioner.
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Joseph E. Davies,
Edward N. Hurley,
illiam J. Harris

Will H. Parry
George Rublee

, . :,.. ' .: '

Chairi" 
,vice Chairman

J;: \:.

*' 0

, "

The Conmission met at 10:15 a..m., with Chairm Davies in the Chair.
The question of the stenographic reporting of hearings, either by

contract or by the Commission force, was taken under consideration, and

upon motion was referred to Commssioner Haris for consideration and

repo rt .

. !'

;. -i.."::I.. 

"""";,.... , "

:1'

' .

:.'r 

:.. ' . ' :'

;L"

The letter of the Secreta.ry of Commerce (see File Al13), with re-

ference to the turning over of certair ;;fiJi Q.f, ):)i $ecir.eti:ry j)ffice

!j;, ; , ; ,

c "

- J

:" :; ' ::::' ::'

to the Federal Trade Commission, and also trans!:ttl:Dvr ;ndum ofw .. ,. 

-' .\ . :: ;" , . ::' ' ; ' ' , :. ) : ,

the Chief of the Appointment Division suggesting th4t heW U.14, :consent

." . , . ... , .:.-. ' . \ .,.

to do the apPoint

...

fUIi l"s?nne, Y'p j!\:t

~~~ ~~~ ~~~

until an

official was appointedi'by i lle Corr.Bi;.asi9n.tQ,' t'r..

,p.p,

ti1;:w6rk, was

-. " - -' . ...... -' 

.I"', ,

.. ; . ,.," -' . ,. . (-""". " . '. :

referred to the . C :ipa. f:'P,: !.:r l(1.

" ' , ' , , , ..,,...

Upon mot ion o ~t:Jei!fO~U

~~~

;(C ssi oner

Rublee, the following res lution was unmously adopted:

, (, . , , .'

REOL'V,: tby .. rtue of the provisions of
the Act creaMril\'-t,he' f d:&ral Trade COmmission as
found in Section 3, it is hereby unimously order-
ed that WarrenR. Choate, formerly Chief Clerk of
the Bureau Of Corporations, be traferred' to and
be the Chief Clerk of the Federal Trade Commssion
at the sa.lary existing at the time of the organiZa-
tion of saidcoImssion, naely, March 16, 1915.



oh 18 1915,
) ft'

': 

Upon motton' of Commssioner Bublee, d ly seconded by Commissioner

Harris, the' fOllowing resolution was unimously adopted:

:;,' ,""' ' . :' .':" ., 

REO tby:i3ii'rtue of the provisions of the
A.ct creatlrithe FederaJ. Trade Contsaion as found in
Section 3 it is, he unmously ordered that all
of theolerlGan" employees of the Bteau of Corpora-
tions shall betransfecrI"ed to an become clerks and
employe8sof' the Federal'Trade COr.ission at the grades
and ala.ries eX1stinga.t the time of the organization
of said Commission, naely, Mach 16, 1915.

Mr. F;ran D. ones , s appofnted Acting Secretary

. ' ' , ' ' . ,;. _ " " :,.

milis fi' peIii11t1i ' aPVOlnt eIl of the ,Secretal'-

. ' : ' . . " " : :' . :.. , " : - -:. - .' , .. . " ' . ,

Whereupon th meeting adjourned.

':, 

lr'

. ." . .,. ..': , ; ,
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, ; , .. : ..' " ",.'
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j' -- .. -" .

'" e .

.. . . .' .. ' :.' -,. ' , .. .... , ., .. ''. ..'...... , ""-

of the Com-

' .:, . \. .: (' : ?.

Cbai rman.
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MEING
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OF FEDER Pl"tr S$I, ON';

:"' ;-. '''' .. ,...

CH 19"

~~~~&!,

:':i

. '

Joseph E. Davies,
William J. Haris
VIi 11 H. Parry
George Rublee

Cha 

' - , . . . '

, "I,

- :!:':;. :, ':(. ,"' ,----

The Conmssionassembled at

:,y(:,

.i;. r" 

';; ;;\ :(,?;

\r i;;/J
l6' :45: ri/ 76 p

es iding.

, .' : : .

Mr. Ralph Crews, of the firm of Ada , C ews, Bobb & Westcott,

attorneys, of Chicago, Ill., appeared before the commssi n and in-

, -\. "

r'"
formlly present3d a':st tement of facts concerning conditions in the

\ " \ ' , ' . , ' . .

bi tu.'Inous coal indus try,

\ j,

the States of Illinois and; :.I:Dq,i
, and

, \ : - ' ' - ' ' '

requested that a conference ,be had between t:pe c l o;p rs and

:: !

/-L 
t: , f" . ;\lthe Commission at some date ' in the near tuti,

:1. ,
fised that

as soon as the Commission was orgai ed and ottaw?r1Pngbasis, the

Commission w ,,ld have an informl conference with' the coal operators.

nereupon the meeting adJourned

Attest:



March 22, 1915.

: ' ' - .

t " . , 
0 \

March 20, 1915. No meeting held.

METING OF FEER !lRAE COMSSION

MACH 22, 1915.

Joseph E. Davies,
:Wi11iam' 1rr,ri s

. Will H. parry' ' 
George R\bJ,ee

Chai 

::::r,

, " " . . .

The Cot:ssionass: led at 10:15 a.m., Chairm Davies pre-
siding.

". "., . ,-, -..

;be,

:: 

rneetingwas devo e(l t9 s:9JlBsi on of matters of

admnistr.ti ve detail.

.. .. , '

Chai rm.

, .

J .

' ' :. . 

Attest:

. "'r'

" ... " .

'-u-



March 23, 19150

'''

t . METING OF FEER TRADE' CQI,f.;S$ION
MAH 23, 1915 .

Joseph E. Davies,
William J. Harris
71111 H. Parry
George Rublee

Chai 

- r

.-.... 

.":1 

. .

The Commssion assembled at 10:15 a.m., Chai

~~~

iie$ pr-effJ.iding.
v'"

- .,.. _.

5 . '

'..

Upon motion, the matter of procuring designs tor the seal of the

Commssion was referred, to Commssioner 'Parry..

, "

Upon motion, Commissioner Harris an Commissioner Parry were ap-
pointed a conni ttee toha;v€ 'charge of tJi , rearranen"3:nt-:Qf :rCi_oms.

Upon motion, Commssioner Rublee was appointed a special oommit-

tee to oonsider the atatus of the appropriations for the Comassion

and to make a report thereon to the cm:mission.

" '

By resolution, it was decided that the commissj, n woul :follow

the procedure noted below at its meetings:

, ..'.

10:30 to 11:30 a. ExecutiVe se on'f, (jX", ;the oon-
sideration of admnistrative and simdlar matters.

ll:30 to 12:30 -- Reception of visitors and consider-
ation of new business.

By motion, Co) 'Issioner Parzr wa.s a.ppointed a special committee

to suggest the form of journl for the minutes of the Commission.

. ----



Mar.ch 23, 1915
Maroh 24, 1915

, The Acting Secretary \'I directed to mae an appointment with

;:'

JJr.c George 'Johaes, Disbursing Clerk of the Department of Commerce
for 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday.

Whereupon the Commission adjourned.

Chairm.

test:"

Acting

, , . . ..,, -

ME.HNG OF FEE.'P TP.AE C01SSION

1iCH 24, 1915.

Joseph E. Davies,
Wi1lia.-n J.. Harris
:lill H. parry 
George Rublee

Chai 

The Commssion assembled at 10:30 a.m., Chairm Davies pre-

siding.

Commssioner Parry reported that progress had been mae in the

, matter of procuring a design for the seal of the Commission.

:" - ')

, l'

;'._ ,;:

t...
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March 24, 1915

A commcation was received and read from Mr. Louis E. Van

lIorm, Editor of The Nation I s Business, :rquesting, ,an appointment

wi th the Commission. The Acting Secretary was ,directed. to , arrane
an appointment for 12:30 p.

. -. . :. . .,. ..

The offers of the Luce Press Clipping Bureau, and Henry Rorneike,

Inc., for press clipping service to the Commssion, were presented and

referred to Commissioner Parry for consideration and report.

Upon motion of Commissioner Parr,y seconded by Commis-sibner F.arris,

Commi ssioner Rublee was ' appointed as special commttee to: report on the

procedure and rules of practice of the Commission.

Upon motion, Commissioner Parry and Commissioner Harris were ap-

pointed a committee on rooms and the selection of turni ture.

11r. Ja es F. Callbreath, Secretary of tha American Mining Congress,

appeared before the Commission on behalf of the bituminous coal operators

of Illinois and Indian, and requested for the ,C?perators a meeting with

the Commission for the informl discussion of the ' pr01191h ' o

' !.

hat in-

dustry . Mr. Callbreath was informed that as soon a.s the organization

of the Commi ssion was completed, a time would be set for an info nal

conference of the Commission with reprasentative' Opel

Senator Shields, of Tennessee, appeared informlly before the Com-

mission and made certain suggestions relati va to procedure.



March 24, 1915

Mr. George JOhaes, Disbursing Clerk of the Department of
Co!mnerce, ppeared before the Commission an accepted the posi-
tion of special disbv sing agent for the Commssion, subject 

the approval of the Secretary of Commerce, whereupon the follow-

iug resolution was offered by Commssioner Harris, seconded by

Conmissioner Rublee, and adopted, with the instruction that it

be transmtted to the Secretary of Commerce:

i t resolved, That Mr. George Johaes is here-
by designted as Special Disbursing Agent for
the Federal Trade Commssion, by and with the
approval of the Secretary of Commerce.

Be it further resolved, That the penalty of his
official bond be in the su of Ten Thousand
Dollars.

b.ereupon the Commission took a recess until 3:00 p.

-000-

The Commssion reconvened at 3: 00 p.m. for the futher con-

slderation of business, Chai na Davies presiding and all members
being present except Commissioner Hurley.

li. William A. Boykin, Jr., President of the Standard Compressed

Yeast Compan, of Baltimore. Md., and Mr. James Piper, 607 Calvert

:Bilding, Baltimore, Md., attorney for the compa, appeared before

the Commssion and mae an informl complaint as to certain alleged

unair methods of competition on the part of the Fleisch Com-

pany.

Upon invitation of the Commssion, Mr. George B. lIcGinty, Sec-

retary of the Interstate Commerce Commission, appeared before the

' -

Ii;

. '



JPwr; March 24, 1915.

Commission and explained the duties of the Secretary of the Interstate

Commssion.

Commerce Commission and also the procedure and organizs.tion of that

The tha of the Commission were voted to Mr. McGinty for
his courtesy in giving the Commission this lnformati'on, an Mr. McGinty

to the Commission.

very kindly tendered his good of.fices at an time he could 'be of service

The Acting Secretary was directed to call u:pon the Secretary of

the Interstate Commerce Commission to exaine the form of the journl
in use by that Commission.

i'Thereupon the meeting adjourned.

Attest:

Sf JL

- ..

Chai:r .



ch 25 , 1915.

METING OF FEER TRAE C01ISSION

MACH 25, 1915.

Joseph E. Davies,
William J. Harris
Will H. Par'r
George R'.l'ble8

Chairm

The Commssion assembled at 10:30 a.m., Chairm Davies pre-
siding.

Mr. Rolan L. lIorris, Attorney, 1617 Lad Title fuilding,

Philadelphia, Pa., representing the Borden Condensed ,Milk Co.,

and other maufacturers of condensed milk, appeared before the

Commssion and mae an informl statement concerning conditions
in that industry. Mr. Morris stated he would mae a more forml
statement to the Commission in the near fUture. 

Mr. T. Ja es Fernley, 505 Commerce St., Philadelphia, Pa., Ad-

visor-of Secretary of the National Supply and Illachinery Dealers Asso-

ciation, also representing, the National Hardware Association, the

National holesale Dry Goods Association, the National Button Mau-

facturing Association, The National Sheet LIetal Club, and the Nation-

al Jewelers Association, appeared informlly before the Commission

and made a statement concerning problems cOnfronting the various

associations represented by him.

Mr. L. E. Van Norm, editor of the "Uation s Business, " dis-

cussed matters of general interest to the Commssion in an infor.-

al way.

:.. .. ! .. .. '

- C

L.,



pwr; March 25 J 1915
March 26 J 1915

1 ,
Matters of internl orgazation were a.lso disoussed by the Com-

mission, whereupon the meeting adjourned.

Attest:

/f/t 

Chai rm.

Ac ting

METING OF FEDE&\L TRAE COUiISSION

MARCH 26, 1915.

Joseph E. Davies,
illiam J. Harris

;/111 H. Parr-,y
George Rublee

Chairma

The C&mmission assembled at 10 :30 a.m., Chair n pavies presiding.

Upon motion of Commissioner Parry, seconded by Comml ssioller Harris,

resolution concurrinG in the aotion of the Chair. in authorizing ad-
vance of fuds to the credit of George Johaes, Specia.l Disbursing

gent, in the SUi of 20, OOO, was unimously adopted.

Upon motion of Commissioner Parry, seconded by Commissioner Rublee,

the fOllaning resolution was adopted:



March 26, 1915.
\:i"

BE IT REOLVE: That the mles an regulations
heretofore governing the personnel of the Bueau of
Corporations in the Depa.rtment of Commerce, both as
to inte nal matters and outside travel, be, and the

e are, hereby adopted as the rules and regulations
governing the personnel of the Federal Trade Comnis-
sion, until othe vise ordered.

. .

The Ohief Clerk vms directed to secure from the Civil Ser-

vice CQ nission six copies of all rules and regula.tio 3 applic-

able to employments 1Ulder the classified civil service, as af-

fecting the Federal Trade Commssion.

Upon motion of Commissioner Par J, seconded by Com ssioner

Rublee, Mr. alker was given the following directions:

First: To prepare a memorandum regarding l')end-
ing investigations of the Bureau of Corporations at
the time of its merger in the Federal rade Comnis-
sion, said memorandu.'1 to comprise a brief stateJ:1ent
regardinG each pending investigation by Jalker,
together wi th supple entary l emoranda of the said
investigations by the persons in i nediate charge
respecti vely. 

Second: To prepare a memorandum regarding in-
vestigations completed i ediately before the merger
of the Bureau of Corporations in the Federal Tra;le

nission, and attach to the same copies of the
letters of submittal for the reports on the said in-
vestibations.

Third: o prepare a me!Irandu!! regarding the
functions of the Federal Trade CO '1ission as pro id-
eQ in the law, and suggestions with respect to the
method of orBaizing the staff of the '1ission and
conducting the work.

Hr. Herbert Cant Iarshall, Attorney at Law, lJew York City, ap-

peared before the Commission and discussed the duties

of a Secreta . to the Commission.

Commissioner Parry made a preliminarJ report concerning the



JPW March , 1915.

L _ form o,f journl of the COIIaission, and was authorized to make further

investigations.

Zhere1.r)(n the meeting adjourned.

Attest. :

Chai rmn.

I.rch 27, 1915. No meeting held.

l!rch 29, 1915. No meeting held.

1!rch 30, 1915. no meeting he),d.



liarch 31, 1915.

~~~ . , : ; - 

:'!ETllIG OF FEDE TRA COMMSSIOn

1WCII 31, 1915 10:30 A. i.I.

Joseph E. Davies
Ed\T.d N. Hurley,
"/illiam J. Harris
Will H. Par!"J
George Hublee

Chairm
Vice Chairma

The standardization of office forms, etc., was takcn uner
consideration an referred to ComDssioner Parry.

Directed that a copy of the memorandum on organization pre-

pared by the Chief Clerk be f'nished each Commssio:ler.

Letter of J. F. Callbreath , Secretary of the nerican kining

-- 

Congress , (File 8507-1), dated Mach 29, 1915, transmitting a let-

ter addressed to Joseph E. Davies , C1 irm of the Federal Trade
, Co ssion, fro a commttee of Indian coal operators claiming to

represent 80 per cent of the coal production of Indian, an sigTIed

by l . Carl Scholz , chairm of the said committee, referred to Cmn-
missioners Rublee and Parry for consideration and report.

t 1:00 m., recess was taken until 3:00 

The Commssion reassembled at the hour of 3 o' clock

, p.

Joseph E. Davies
Edward N. Hurley,
\'lilliar J. Harris
'I 11 H. I'arry
George Rublee

Chairm
Vice Chairman

;' -

Commssioner Rubles reported a form of letter addressed to the
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J pwr; April 1, 1915.

\Vnereupon recess was t cen until 3:00 p.

The Com ssion reassembled at 3:00 o' clock, p.

Joseph E. Davies
Edward N. Hurley,
Willia J. Earri s
Will H. Parry
George Rublee

Cl1airman
Vice Chairman

Hon. J. 1:. Dickinson, Ex-Secretary of ar, appeared before the

ssion and exprassed his views upon the question of restraint of

trade.

. O. A. Conrad, 1123 Carnegie Bulding, Pittsburgh, Pa. , pre-

sented a request for an expression fro the C

~~~

ission as to the legal-

ity of a proposed association of dealers in sl 1 (the by-product of

blast funaces). He was advised that the COl ission could not give

advice on this question, but would be interested in receiving his

statement of conditions affectinb this trade.

A telegr n from 1 . J. H. Bloedel (File 8508-2), a lumberm of

the Pacific coast, asking for an appointment with the Co ssion for

Saturday, April 3, 1915, was read. It was ordered t1lat r . Bloedel

be informed that the Co ssion would receive him at 11:00 a.m. on

that date.

Charman.

\Tnere on the meeting adjourned.

Attest:



April 2, 1915.

. , " ' ' . - - .

- t- :

" '

LITIHG OF FEDERL TBADE C01i1SSIOn

, !

, .AIL 2, 1915, 11:00 A. 1i.

Joseph E. Davies,
Ed\7ard N. Hurley,
'.'lilliam J. Harris
7ill H. Parry
George Rublee

Chairm
Vice Chairm

, l'

A letter of the Secretary of Commerce (File 8510-1), dated

pril 1, 1915, suggesting the desirability of an extensive inves-

tigation on the subject of roofing and roofing materials, and re-

questing the assifs'1ent of .!r. T. 11. Robertson, Special Examiner

to act in this inquiry under the general direction of the Bureau

of Foreig and Domestic Co erce , was presented. The letter ',Tas

referred to Mr. Robertson, th the direction that he report to

- -

. .u 
,-I

the Comuission as to the practicability of this worl being taken

up.

Upon motion, the folio resolution was adopted:

BE RESOLVE: That the Chief Clerl be and is 11ere-
by authorized to execute orders a,ld requisi tiol1s for mis-
cellaneous supplies from the sc11edulc cm1tractors on the
J.o:;:;e:. al S .lpply COl:l ttee' s schedule, and to :prelJare 51,)6C-
ifications recei ve d open bids ce awaris COV-
81'1110 SUCll Supl')lies that do not appear 011 tile sclwclule,
ld to carryon the correspondence connected therewith;

all of his acts performed i::l :i'1ursuance of the above are !
reqD red to lilve the ap roval of COi ssioner Parry.

At 12:00 m. recess as t cen U11til 3:00 p.



pwr;

reo

Apr 11 2, 1915.

The Comssion reassembled at 3;00 p.

J 0 s eph E. Da vi e s ,
Edward li. Hurley,
illiam J. Harris

\lill H. Parry
George Rublee

Chai rma
Vice Chairman

. 1. Millard , President, Jolm L. Roper Lu.'nber Co., lTorfoH;: , Va.,

appeared before the COmmssion and made informl state ent as to a

mills in North and South Carolina.

suggested plan of cooperative sellin agencies proposed by a number of

He was requested to fllrnish the

data in the fOTIll of a letter to the Commission, at his convenience.

Thereupon the meeting adjourned.

Attest:

Acting

hai rL'la. .



April 3, 1915.

: .

TRRTIl;G OF FE.D L TRAE COl.IMSSIOI:

APlL 3, 1915, 11:00 A.

Joseph E. Davies,

~~~

Ed,vad N. Hurley, Vice Cllairma
Nil1ia.'1 J. Harri s
;,ill R. Parry
George Rub1ee

Col. Alden J. Blethen, editor and publisher
, Seattle aily

Times , mae an informl statement concerning trade conditions in

the Pacific ' Nortmvest.

J. H. Bloedel , President, Bloedel-Donovan Lumber Lli11s , of

Seattle, ashington , mae an infor l stat ent concerning condi-

tions affecting the lumber industry in the Pacific Nortmvest, and

also filed i th the Commssion a telegram from the insle Br

of est Coast Lrunber ufacturers ' Association (dat ed April 

1915), concerning certain conditions affecting the lumber industry.

Both matters were referred to Cluef Lconomist valker for the prep-

aration of emoranda.

Thereupon the meeting adjoured.

Attest:
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April 5, 1915. No meeting held.

April 6, 1915. No meeting held.

April 7 1915. No meeting held.

April 8 1915. No meeting held.

April 9, 1915. No meeting held.

April 10, 1915. No meeting held.

April 12, 1915. No meeting held.

METIUG OF FEDL TRAE COLISSIOlT

APIL 13, 1915, 10:00 A.

Joseph E. Davies Chairma
Edward N. Hurley, Vice Chairma
:iill H. Parry

Gilbert H. Kontao , Counseller at Law, 40 Wall Street , New York

appeared before the Co ission and upon invitation made verbal sugges-

tions concernng rules of practice , etc. He was requested to sub i t his

suggestions in writing, which he promised to do.

Isaac H. Taylor and H. B. Stewrt, attorneys at law (associated as
Taylor & Stewart), of Canton, Ohio, appeared before the Commission and

informally presented a plan of organization proposed by a number of com-

paes in an about Canton, Ohio , engaged in the sewer pipe , tile, and
terra cotta industry. They stated the objects of the proposed associa-

tion to be gubstantially as follows:
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OBJEC S OF THE SSOCIATIOil:
To promote publicity in the transaction of the busi-

ness of the members of the Association.
, To collect and disseminate informtion relating to

the manufacture and sale of products.
To devise wa'J"s and means for promoting and a.ver-

tising the use of the different products.
To devise a scientific system of cost accounting,

but without in any malller 80(;:dn:; to haVG disclosed
the actual cost to any member of t:le Association.

To ta\:c ll') a.nd carefully cOllsicloT S2.1',-it3-1' l;''

gienic 3-nel safety mea.sures 1d appli ces, nd to
coopera.te ':.'i t:l leGislatlU es and. other public 'bodies
ill tile frD.uin:J of lavls alO116 these lines.

To brir.. ou.t into the open all competitive con-
di tions and the introduction of the open price policy.

There shall be no penal ties of any :nilld connected
wi th the operation of the Association, and' no assess-
ments, except to cover actual fees and expenses.

There shall be nothing secret about either the
meetings or the operation of the Association.

11embers ma in vi te competitors, who are not l:embers,
to attend its meeti

l;othing in the plan or operation shall be Ul1der-
stood or construed as directly or indirectly restrain-
ing the freedom of any member to at all times quote
such prices and terms as he may please , each member
being as free to compete for business as he would be
if the Association did not exist.

lio member shall enter into an agreement or under-
standing of an nature or kind hatsoever, the object
of wlrlch is to restrain trade , limit competi tion, re-

guate prices , or do any act './hich is contrary to the
spiri t and letter of the law..
REPORTIHG PUlT:

The Reporting Plan is adopted for the sol pur-
pose of bringing out into the open all competitive
condi tions, without in an manner seeking to restrict
competi tion or control prices. Its principal object
is to place puchasers and sellers upon a footing of
equality, and the exchane of information Ullder this
plan is for the pupose of meeting the vicious practice
that prevails with many private buyers of asking for
prices with no intention of accepting the lowest in
good faith, but with the intention of using the bids
and prices received to pit the sellers , one against
another, in a si tuation herein the seller is kept in
the dark as to what bids are actually in, while the

puchaser has that informtion in his hands and un-
scrupulously uses it.

, "

':1

lIo formal action was taken on the matter. The Chairm called

the attention of the attorneys to the provisions of law and to a let..
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ter from F. W. Lehmn, of St. Louis, I.o., to George K. Sr.th, of St. Louis

o., dated April 8 , 1909 ld published on pages 13G , 137 and 138 of Part

IV of the Report of the Commssioner of Corporations on the Lumber Industry.

The Cr n reported the text of an opinion rendered by the Comptrolm r

of the Treasury u- der date of April 10, 1915, in reply to his (the Chair.
request of April 2, 1915, for a decision upon questions affecting the status

of the appropriations of the COlnmission.

Edward vise, of New York, vice-president of the United Cigar Stores Ccm-

pany, appeared before the Commssion informlly, but presented no matter of

. business.

Uni ted State s Senator George E. berlain, of Oregon, and Joseph TI,

Teal , an attorney at law of Portland , Oregon, appeared infonnally before

the Commssion.

Commssioner Parry presented the following report upon the form of

lal, which report was upon motion adopted:

REcom. l;j TIOl In BE FO:fI OF JOURaL 
FEDEBAL TP.AD8 C01JSSIOlL

After investigation of the form of minutes used b T the
Civil Service Commssion, the Federal Reserve Board , and the
Interstate Commerce COlnmssion , I would (e the foll ling
recommendations:

(a) Procedure in takin minutes . -- Same employee of the
Commssion, who can absolutely be trusted and who is a ma of
considerable intelligence , should be present at all meetings
of the Commssion and report them. One of the Commssioners
might do this , dictating the minutes of the meeting to a con-
fidential stenographer, but this seems to be placing an un-
necessary duty upon him. Imediately after the meeting the
minutes should be v i tten up and delivered to the Secretary
for correction of style, etc. Upon approval by the Comnis-
sion, the minutes should be entered in the permnent minute
book. TIns rough draft is to be destroyed immediately after
an engrossed copy thereof, with the corrections noted thereon,
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has been attested and entered in the minute book.
(b) Form of minutes

-- 

The minutes should be dated and the hour of
the meeting given. The naes of the Commissioners present should be en-
tered at the head of the minutes , in order that the naes of those re-
sponsible for an action would be a matter of record, and in order that
in case the legality of any act should be questioned because of the fact
that one of the Co ssioners held office by recess appointment, and the
action in question was due to his vote , this fact might be clearly set
forth. ..ll actions by the Commssion, either formal or infor!:1l, should
be noted very briefly, reference being made to the file number of the
particular co auniqation or paper mentioned, or to the doc et number
in case of formal papers. The minutes of the meeting should be signed
by the Charraan, Acting Chairm, or some member of the Commission, and
attested by the Secretary, with the seal of the Commssion. A card in-
dex should be made from day to day, by name and subject, covering the
content of each day s minutes , so that i ediate reference could be
made to any action taken by the Commission. At the close of the year,
or when the size ,of the minutes is such as to fill the standard-size
volu!TIe , the card index thus made should be copied and T'Jade a part of
the permaent minutes for the year, which should be pennanently b01Uld.
Zi:18 car index for that period should then be merged into the card
indexes of previous years. In this way a very effective card index

l be built up hich will cover everJ action, fOTIJal or informal,
taken by the Comnission, and which will give a direct reference to
the particular file or docket in which the papers covering that ac-
tion are filed. s years pass by this index will become constantly
of increased value.

(c) Form of minute book

-- 

A strongly bound, loose-leaf bOOk
which can be locked, should be purchased for the permnent minute
book. The Secretary should be the sole custodian Of the key to this
book, and should be held personally liable for the verity of the re-
cords. He should be given express instructions not to give the cus-
tody of this key to any other employee of the COrnssion except one
duly authorized to act in his absence.

::J

! -

nissioner Hurley reported that he ha appointed E. J. Davidson
his clerk. The appointment was upon moti on confirmed, and the salary

fixed t ;)1800 until otherwise ordered.

EenrJ H. Hunter, counsel for the Tobacco Jobbers ' Association, made

application for a hearing on some matter to be presented by him at the

hour of 2:30 p. c. llursday, April 15th, and upon motion said hour was

fixed for such hearing.
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Elliott H. Goodwin reported that the advisory commttee of the United

tes Chaber of Commerce would appear before the Commission On Saturday,

April 17th, at 11 0 ' clock a.Ti., and said hour was fixed as the time for a

conference.

The following resolu.tion was offered by Comnissioner' Parr,y and second-

ed by Com ssioner Hurley, and was duly adopted:

EE IT REOLVE, That the Secretary of the
Federal Trade Commssion be gi V8n a memorroldum
of all information of the Commission intended
for the press, and tr t such information be made
public through the Secreta!"J s office in order
tl1at all correspondents and reporters n y have
the s ne opportunty to secure ach information.

It is the intent of the abovo resolution that no informa-
tion or statements concerning any action taken by the Com is-
sion shall be given to the press , Or made public , other than
through the Secretary s office , and with the O. K. of the
Secretary placed thereon, and that arrange!:ents be so made
that all correspondents and reporters sl1all have equal oppor-
tUlli ties for acquiring information.

By the above resolution I do not intend to limit the ex-
pression of matters of policy by the Chairmn, who should be
the mouthpiece of the Commssion.

Thereupon the meeting adjourned.

Attest:
Chairma.




