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MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRAIE CCMMISSION
April 3, 1917, 10:00 &. m.

William J. Harris, Chairmsn
Joseph E, Davies

William B. Colver

John F. Fort

A letter :‘rom Attorney General Gregory, bearing date of April 2,

1917, stating the attitude of his Department in reference to holding

‘criminal proceedings against certain print-paper manufacturers in abeyance

‘was submitted, Mr. Heney, who was in attendance, stated that such letter

was called to his attention on the afternoon of April 33, and in the absence
of the Commission he thought it proper to send & yersonal reply, & coOpy
of which reply was presented, and after discussion approved and-ordered

filed,
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The matter of transmitting a formal reply on the yart of the Commis-
sion to the above lqtter was then considered, and after discussion Messrs.
Davies and Heney were directed to prepare a draft of a letter, setting
forth the Commission's views regarding such matter for submission to the
Commission, (Bee file 8235-86.)

A letter from the President of the United States, dated March 31, 1917,
with which was enclosed a letter from Commissioner McChord, of the Inter- “
state Commerce Commission, td Hon.-Franklin K, Lane, Secretéry. Depart-
ment of the inte'ridr, in reference to 2 shorté.ge of bituminous coal, and
inguiring with reference to the investigation into the bituminous coal
industry by the Federal Trade Commission, was submitted, and after dis-
cussion the matter was referred to the Advisory Economic Board for con-
sideration and report. (See file 8329-2,)

At 1:(50 o'clock & recess was taken until 2:30 p, m.

William J. Barris, Chairman
William B. €olver
John F, Port

The Commission reconvened at 2:30 p, m,

Mr. Colver reported orally in regard to his conference with Mr, Frank
A. Scott; of the Council of National Defense, and othera interested in such
matter, and also submitted & copy of the reyport of the Advisory' Economic
Board, which was furnished Mr. Scott, setting forth plans by which mamufac-
turing plants, or their producfs, might be ta.keﬁ over in case of war, at
& fair and reasonasble price; and also submitted & copy of & letter trans-
mitting such report to Mr, Scott, Approved.

Mr. Colver further reported that the Secretary of the Navy was inter-
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ested in the matter, and a copy of such report, together with his ;etter
to Mr. Scott, was ordered transmitted to the Secretary of the Navy.
(See file B8508-586)

On motion, the letter from the President of the United States, bear-
ing date of March 31, 1917, in referemnce to the bituminous coal situation,
was referred to Mr. Fort for a personal conference with the President, if
necessary, and with directions to report to thebommission preliminary
to the preparation of a formal rep:il.y‘to such lettez_- by the Commission,
{File 6529-2.)

Thereupon, at the hour of 6 p.m. the Commission adjourned to mest

Wednesday, April 4, 1917, at 10:30 &, nm, /(

1rman,

Attest: ‘_/
A
O(Eecge ary.

MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRAIE COMMISSION
April 4, 1917, 10:00 a, m,

William J., Barris, Chairman
Joseph E, Davies

William B. Colver

John F, Fort

Mr. Davies presented & draft of a letter directed to the Attorney
General of the United States, in reply to a letter from him bearing date

of April 2, 1917, relating to the matter of the position of the Depart-
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ment of Justice in regard to holding criminal proceedings against cer-
tain news-print peper mamufacturers im abeyance., After discussion the
letter was approved, and ordered sent, (See file 8235-86.)

On motion, Messrs, Davies and Fort were appolnted & committee, and
authorized to confer with certain administrative departments of the Govern-
ment in regard to the mews-print paper situation.

A recess was taken at 11:00 ofclock,

William J. Barris, Chairman
William B. Colver
John F, Fort

The Commission reconvened at 3:00 o'clock P, M.

The Commission considered the chapters of the gasoline report con-
taining conclusions and recommendations of the Commission, and after
discussion, on motion of Mr. Colver seconded by Mr. Fort, the same werse
approved; and further, that the entire gasoline report be printed and
transmitted to the Senate at the ea.rliest'possible moment,

Thereupon, at the hour of 5.45 p.m., the Commission adjourned to meet

Thursday, April 5, 1917, at 10:30 &, m.

Attest:

Secretary.
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MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 5, 1917, 10:30 &. m,

William J. Barris, Chairman
Joseph E, Davies

William B. Colver

John F, Fort

(Mr. Parry absent on. account of 1111_1035.)

Mr, Heney prresented a letter from the Attorney General, addressed
to him, bearing date of April 3d, 1917, in reply to his letter to the
Attorney General under date of April 2&. After consideration, the
letter was ordered filed. (See file 8235-86, )

Messrs. Davies and Fort repbrted the results of their conference
with certain administrative departments of the Governmment in regard to
the news-print paper situation,

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Davies, was unanimously
adopted:

- WHEREAS, developments in the news-print matter make the letier
dated April 24, sent to the Attorney-General, of no practical
effect because of developments which had occurred;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That the Chairman be authorized

to advise the Attorney General that the Commission withdraws its
recommendations contained in such letters.

The following resolution, offered by lfr. Davies, was unanimously
adopted:

WHEREAS it now seems probable that in conjunction with the
, National Council of Defense, State, War and Navy and other Depart-
! ' ments of the Government of the United States, the Federal Trade
Commission may be called upon to pass upon matters appertaining
to costs of war or other supplies furnished to the Government, and

WHEREAS this will require an additional force of attorneys,
experts and accountants, therefore )
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Federal Trade Commission do hereby
request the Presldent of the United States to consider the advisa-
bility of recommending to the Senate Committee on Appropriations N
the following: that in that part of the Federal Trade Commission
appropriation passed by the House of Representatives which reads as
follows: '

N

"Por all expenses necessary to carry out the order of the Presi-
dent of the United States to investigate within the scope of his
powers and to report the facts relating to any alleged violations of
the antitrust Acts by any corporation in the production, ownership,
manufacture, storage, and distribution of foodstuffs and the pro-
ducts or by-products arising from or in connection with their
rreparation and manufecture, $400,000"

be striken therefrom, and that the following be inserted in liew
thereof:

For all expenses necessary to carry out the order of the Presi-
dent of the United States to investigete within the scope of its
power all metters of costs of manufacture, distribution, and sale
in industry appertaining to materials to be purchased by the United
States in connection with the national defense, and to investigate
within the scope of its powers and to report the facts of any viola-
tions of the antitrust Acts by any corporation in the production,
ownership, meamfacture, storage, sale, and distribution of food-
stuffs and the products or by-products arising from or in connec-
tion with their preparation and mamufacture, $400,000. Such
special attorneys or experts to be employed as may be directed or
approved by the President of the United States at a compemsation to
be fixed or approved by him,

Or such other form of amendment &s would cover this situation.
On motion, duly seconded and carried, Messrs. Colver and Harris were
directed to confer with the Postmaster General at once regarding the.matter of a
revision of the order of the Post Office Departﬁent fixing the time periodi-
éa.ls and newspapers may be transmitted through the mails as second-claas
matter after the expiratioﬁ of the subscription date for such periodicals
and newsypapers. . |
The following resolution, offered by Mr., Colver, was unanimously
adopted:
RESOLVED: That the legal staff and personal attorneys
to the Commissioners be directed to assemble and lay before
the Commission at once all pending cases in which the question

of jurisdiction is the controlling guestion, or in which the
guestion of jurisdiction must be disposed of before the case
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can proceed; and that these matters be made the special order
of the Commission for eleven o'clock, Tuesday morning, April

tenth, and shall come before the Commission automatically at

eleven ofclock each day until disposed of,

Mr. Colver offered the following motion, which was duly secomnded
and carried:

"Moved, That & complaint be prepared by the Legal Depart-
ment forthwith against the members of the Print Paper Mamufac-
turers' Association under which proceedings may be brought for
the relief of the news-print industry.”

And that such complaint be brought before the Commission for further con-

gideration, and order.

Mr. Colver reported the case of The Flavell Company, Inc., for the
issuance of a complaint' against United Rendering Co. (Pile 1-259.)

Report approved, and resolution dismissing application adopted.

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Fort, concerning certain phases
of the Bltuminous Coal industry, was unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, There has been an extraordinary increase in the price
of bituminous coal during the past winter and present prices are
not only extraordinarily high but also, it is alleged, that there
is great difficulty and delay in obtaining supplies thereof, and

WHEREAS, Such extraordinarily high prices of bituminous cocal and
the difficulty and delay in obtaining supplies thereof operate to
the grave disadvantage in the transportation of goods and to man-
ufacturing industries, upon whose uninterrupted operations depend
the prosperity and safety of the country, and

WHEREAS, Such extraordinarily high prices of bituminous coal also
directly increase the cost of living of the people, which 1is &lready
excessively high, and

WHEREAS, The Commission has been directed by the House of Repre-
sentatives, according to a resolution dated August 18, 1916, to
make an investigation into the fumdamental economic conditions of
the bituminous coal industry, for the purpose of determining pri-
marily the reasons for the alleged unprofitableness of the said
industry, and the consequent difficulty of proper conservation
of the natural resources in coal and of the welfare of those engaged
in coal mining, and
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WHEREAS, The present conditions in the bituminous coal industry,
demanding immediate attention for the protection of the general
welfare and nationzl safety, are of & dlfferent character, therefore
be it

RESOLVED: That the Commission proceed forthwith to make an
exped:.tlous investigetion of the bituminous coal industry of the
Dnited States, pursuant to the provisions of Section 6 of the Federal
Trade Commission Act, and to gather and compile information concerning
the organization, business, conduct, practices and management of s&ll
corporations engaged in interstate commerce in the bituminous coal
industry and their relations to other corporations, and to individuals,
associations and partnerships, and particularly as to the causes of
the extraordinarily high prices of bituminous coal and the difficulty
and delay in obtaining supplies thereof, to the end that immediate
remedial action may be secured therefor, and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED: That representatives of such corporations and
others who may have information in reference to said matters, be in-
vited to appear before the Commission &t the earliest convenient time,
to give information to the Commission on matters pertinent to the
subject of said investigation, and particularly as to the causes of
such extraordinarily high prices of bituminous coal and the difficulty
and delay in obtaining supplies thereof,

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the work necessary under this resolu-
tion be conducted in connection with the investigation of the

bituminous coal industry heretofore ordered in accordance with the
resolution of the House of Representatives aforesaid.

Messrs, D. B, Wentz, Alan C. Dodson, and Percy C. Madeira appeared
before the Commission and presénted their views regarding the anthracite
coal situation. (See stenographic file 8517-90,)

A recess was taken at 2:00 p. m.

William J, Berris, Ghalrma.n
William B, Colver
John F, Fort

The Commission reconvened at 3:00 ofclock p. m.

Messrs, Frenk P, Gless, H. L. Rogers, and A. G. McIntyre,
appeared before the Commission and discussed certain yhases of the

news~-print paper situation.

N
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Mr, Nicholas W. Hacker, counsel for the Lehigh Valley Coal Sales

i
.

Co., &ppeared before the Commission and replied in person to the Com-
mission's letter of March 26, 1917. (File 8626-31,)
Thereupon, at the hour of 5:00 p., m,, the Commission adjourned

to meet Friday, April 6, 1917, at 10:30 &,

Attest:

cretary.

MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 6, 1917, 10:30 &, m,

William J. Harris, Chairman
Joseph E, Davies

William B, Colver

John F, Fort

(Mr. Parry absent on account of illness,)

4 letter from Attorney General Gregory, bearing date of April 5,
1917, in reply to the Commission's letter of April 3d, was read and
ordered placed on file. (See Pile 8235-86,)

A letter from Secretary Redfield, dated April 4, 1917, again call-
ing attention to the order of the Department of Commerce excluding
people after office hours from the Commerce Building, who are without

vasses, was read. (See File 8115-2-2.)
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Messrs, Colver and Harris reported orally the ::esults of their con-
ference with representativesvof the Post Office bepartment. in regard to
the revision of the order of the Department fixing the time in which
periodicals and newspapers may be sent through the mails as second-class

matter after date of expiration of subscriptions.

9 Hr. Fort brought up the matter of the appearance before the Commis-
sion on Thursday, April 5, 1917, of Percy C. Madeira, and other independ-
ent anthracite coal operators, and after consideration it was unanimously
agreed to advise Mr., Madeira and his associates that it is their right
and duty, individually, to sell coal without reference to what they
describe as "the circular rate,” issued by other enthracite coal opera-

tors, (See File 8626-5.)

The following motion, offered by Mr. Colver, was unanimously
adopted:

MOVED: That the Legal Staff and personsl attorneys
to the Commissioners be directed toc assemble and lay before
the Commission at once all pending cases in which the ques-
tion of passing off is the controlling question; and that
these matters be made the special order of the Commission
for eleven thirty o'clock, Thursday morning, April twelfth,
and shall come before the Commission antomatically at
eleven thirty o'clock each day until disposed of.

The matter of the rumored sale of the Susquehanna Coal Company
properties to the Delaware & Hudson Company was brought up, and upon

motion of Mr. Davies the following order was adopted: (8517-94-1 corres.
-2 tmns.)
That the economist in charge of the anthracite coal
investigtion compile data regarding the relations between
. the Susquehanna Coal Company and the Delaware & Hudson Com-
pany, and submit same to the Secretary.

That the Secretary write a letter requesting the
rrincipal officers of such companies to appear before
the Commission, at its offices in Washington, at 10:30
o'clock &, m., April 16th, 1917, and bring with them all
records and files bearing on the matter of such rumored
sale,
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The following resolution, offered by Mr. Davies, was adopted:

RESOLVED: That in all economic investigations the Secre-
tary shall cause to be &ssigned an attorney, or attorneys, who
shall be charged with following the legal phases of such inves-
tigations, and with reporting to the Commission any remedial
action in the public interest which the Commission might invoke
during such investigation.

ORDERED: That from and after this date the regular
sessions of the Commission, for the transaction of general
business, shall be held from ten thirty a., m, to twelve-
forty-five p. m., each day, except Saturdays, ‘

Mr. Colver presented the case of James W. Houston Company for the

issuance of a complaint against P, Lorillard Company (file 1-253).

Report approved, and resolution dismissing application adopted.

Thereupon, at the hour of 6 p.m., the Commission adjourned to meet /

Ve

Secreta;ry.

April 7, 1917, o meeting held.
April 8, 1917, Sunday.
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MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 9, 1917, 10:30 a. m,

William J. Harris, Chairman
Joseph E, Davies
William B. Colver
John F, Fort
(Mr., Parry absent on account of illness,)

The matter of the Commission's appropriation for the coming fiscal
year was brought up and discussed briefly.

Dr. Haney wes called in and reported briefly in reference to the
rresent status of the gasoline report, and ingquired as to whether or not
he should attach the signatures of all the Commissioners. After discuss-
ion Mr, Colver agreed to see Mr, Parry, and ascertain whether or not he
approved the report, snd was willing to have his name attached thereto.

Mr, Durand appeared before the Commission and presented certain facts
in reference to the anthracite coal report, particularly in regard to the.
time such report would be compléted.

The matter of securing the services of a man for work in connection
with the proposed food investigation was brought up, and same referred to

.Messra, Davies and Colver for consideration and report.

The advisability of preparing an action calendar, and having
calendar days, was discussed, and by unanimous consent was referred

to Messrs, Harris and Colver for consideration and report,
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Mr. Davies presented his report, in re file 1-295, application of
E. W. Fee for the issuance of & complaint &against The Larrowe Milling Co.
Report approved, and resclution dismissing the application, without re-
Jjudice, adopted.

The gquestion of giving more publicity to the matters before the
Commission was called up, and after discussion it was unanimously agreed
to réfer the same to a committee of the whole for consideration, and to
be the special order of business on Thursday, April 12, 1917.

Thereup'on, at the hour of 12:45 p. m,, the Commission adjourned to

meet Tuesday, April 10, 1917, at 10:30 a. m. e

Attest:

it
Secretary.

MEETING OF THE FEIERAL TRATE COMMISSION
April 10, 1917, 10:30 &, m,

William J. Barris, Chairman
Joseph E. Davies

William B, Colver

Jom F, Port
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April 10, 1917,

A telegram from Jason Rodgers, asking for an engagement with the
Commission, was considered, and the Secretary directed to advise Mr.
Rodgers that it would be agreeable to have him appear before the Com-
mission at 10:00 o*clock, Wednesday morning, Aprii 1lth, 1917. (8615-3-170.)

Mr. Colver reported that the Tariff Commission had appointed & com-
mittee to cooperate with this Commission, and on motion Messrs. Davies
and Colver were appointed a committee to meet with the committee of the
Tariff Commission for conference, when necessary, on any matters of mutual
interest.

¥r, Davies reported that the Comptroller of the Treasury had advised
that the limitation of $5,000 on salaries to be paid from the Commission's
lump-sum appropriation, as contained in the pending appropriation bill,
in his opinion would not apply to the proposed special appropriation of
$250,000 for the investigation of foodstuffs.

The following resolution, offered by My. Davies, was adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED that & conference be immediately requested with
the Secretary of Agriculture for the purpose of the consideration and
formulation of plans for the conduct of the food investigationm, pro-
vided fxr in the Sundry Civil Appropriation Bill now pending.

Matter referred to Messrs, Davies and Fort.

Mr, Colver called attention to the decision of the Supreme Cuurt
in the case of the Motion Picture Patents Co. against the Universal
Film Manufacturing Co., and on motion it was agreed that the legal
Department assemble the cases affected by éuch decision for action
by the Commission, |

Mr, Davies presented a draft of certain rules amending the

rules of practice before the Commission, and after consideration
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the same was referred to Mr, Fort. (See File

RESOLVED that the "Rules of Practice Before the Commission!
adopted June 17, 1915, shall be amended as follows: That Rules
8, 9,.10 and 11 shall be designated hereafter as Rules 11, 12, 13
and 14, respectively, and that there shall be added and inserted
as Rules 8, 9, 10 the following Rules of Practice which are hereby
adopted:

8., DTime for taking evidence. Upon the joining of issue in &
proceeding by the Commission, the examination of witnesses therein

shall proceed with &ll reasonable diligence and with the least
prracticable delay, Kotice shall be given by the Commission to
counsel or parties of the time and rlace of examination of witness-
es before the Commission or an examiner for such res&sonable time
&s the Commission may fix.

9. Objections to evidence, Objections to the evidence before
the Commission or an examiner shall in any proceeding be in short
form, stating the grounds of objections relied upon, and no trans-
cript filed shall include argument or debate.

10, Motions, A motion in & proceeding by the Commission shall
briefly state the nature of the order applied for, and all affidavits,
records and other papers upon which the same is founded, except such
as have been previously filed or served in the same proceeding shall
be flled with such motion and plainly referred to therein.

411 motions in & proceeding by the Commission 'shall be brought
to hearing by reasonable notice from the Commission to counsel or
parties,

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Davies, was adopted:

WHEREAS reports have heretofore been required from the
Advisory Economic Board and the Law Board of Review appertaining
to plans to be adopted by the Commission for &s mmch of the enforce-
ment of sections 7 and 8 of the Clayton Act as the Commission is
charged with and

WHEREAS under date of December 19, 1916, the Economic Board of
Review was directed to complete such information as was available
from the old Bureau of Corporations files with reference to interlock-
ing directorates, or so mmch thereof as would be necessary for the
Commission to enable it to properly enforce eompliance with the
Clayton Act

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the 13th day of April, at 11:00
o'clock a.m, be set for the consideration of the aforesaid matter
by the Commission, and that the Law Board of Review and the Advisory
Economic Board be directed by the Secretary to be prepared to report
on the matter to the Commission at that time. :
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Dr. Haney was called into the conference in connection with certain

phaeses of the gasoline report. o

Mr. Colver reported that he had called to see Mr, Parry, to ascertain
whether or not he approved the gasoline report, but has not been &ble to see
him on account of his illness. He further stated that Mr. Devies had informed
him that Mr, Perry was willing to sign the report if the Commission soc desired,
but that he preferred not to do so, but have the record show that he was
ab;ént on account of sickness at the time of the final consideration of the
report by the Commission,

Messrs. W. T, Chantland and C., H, McDonald appeared before
the Commission and subﬁitted a reyport in regard to & number of cases

relating to the question of jurisdiction, and after discussion it was

agreed to give the questions further consideration at a later date.-

Thereupon, at the hour of 12:45 p. m., the Commission adjourned

3

to meet Vednesday, April 11, 1917, at 10:30 &. m.

Attest:

Secretary.
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MEETING OF THE FEIERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 11, 1917, 10:30 &, m,

William J. Harris, Chairman
Joseph E, Davies

William B, Colver

John F, Fort

United States Senator Frank B, Kellogg, and Hon., G. Garroll Todd,
Assistant to the Attorney General, appeared before the Commission and
discusséd the recommendations contained in the gasoline report.

Mr, Colver was directed to authorize Mr. R. W. Howard, of New York,
to negotiate by cable with Lord Northcliffe, of England, in an effort to
secure the output of his Newfoundland paper mill for distribution among the

small newspaper publishers of America. (Pile 8813-1-60.)

-

Thereupon, at the hour of 1 p.m the Commission adjourned to0 meet

r

Thursday, April 12, 1917, at 10:30 a, m,

Attest: &7;

Secretary.



MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRAIE COMMISSICK
April 12, 1917, 10:30 a. m,

Williem J. Harris, Chairman
Joseph E., Davies
William B, Colver
John F. Fort
(Mr. Parry absemt on &ccount of illness,)

Messrs. W. C, Breed, Gilbert H, Montague, and Special Counsel
John Welsh, appeared before the Commission in the matter of the Federal
Trade Commisasion v, The Shredded Wheat Co.

Mr. Walsh presented & motion to strike out paragraph 32 from the

answer of the respondent to the second amended complaint of the Commis-

sion, and Mr. Breed discussed motions to strike out certain portions of

.the Commission's evidence. (See Docket No. 5.)

Messrs. Frank B Glass, Col. Robert Bwing, and A. G. McIntyre appeared
befo;-e thé Commission and presented facts appertaining to a plan for the
collection and publication of statistics regarding the supply and demand
of news-print paper.

Thereupon, at the hour of 1 pm. the Commission adjourned to meet

Priday, April 13, 1917, at 10:30 &, m,

_ Attest: %/

Secretary.
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MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 13, 1917, 10:30 a. m,

Willism J., Harris, Chairman
Joseyh E, Davies
William B, Colver
John F, Fort
(Mr.'Parry absent on account of illness,)

Mr. Colver called up the matter of the collection and dissemina-
tion of useful information in regard to the news-print paper situation,
and after discussion same was continned until a later date.,

Messrs, Colver and Barris reported progress in the matter of the
preparation of a docket and calendar for the Commission.

Messrs, Fort and Davies reported that they had endeavored to see
Secretary Houston in reference to the investigation of the food-stuff
situatlon, but had not been able to do sc on account of the absence
of the Secretary from the city.

Messrs. Davies and Colver reported progress in reference to the
employment of a man for special service in comnection with the food in-
vestigation. Ko aetion.

. Mr, Davies reported that Mr. Sherley, of the Appropriations Commit-
tee, had advised him that he did not deem it advisable to dispense with

the services of employees pending the general deficiency appropriation

bill before Congress.
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The following resolution, directing ;he issuance of a formal com-
plaint in the case of The Corby Compasny v. The Fleischmann Company
(File 1-134), was adopted:
WHEREAS, The Pederal Trade Commission has reason to believe that
the Pleischmann Co., of Cincinnati, Ohio, has violated, and is vio-
lating, the provisions of Section 5 of the Trade Commission Act and
Section 3 of the Clayton Act, therefore be it
< RESOLVED: That the Commission issue and serve upon said Fleischmann
Co., of Cincinnati, Ohio, its complaint, stating its charges in that
respect in substantially the form hereunto annexed, and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED: That notice be given to the said Fleischmamm
Company, of Cincinnati, Ohio, as required by law, that the charges of
said complaint will be heard by the Commission at its offices in the
Commerce Building, in the City of Washington, D. C., on the 3lst day

of May, A. D., 1917, at 10:30 o'clock in the forenoon of said day, or
&8 soon thereafter as the same may be reached.

Mr. Davies reported in re file 1-211, application of Hewitt-Lea-
Punck Co, for the issuance o‘f a compiaint against the Mississippi Valley
Lumbermen, and numerous retail lumber dealers,

Report approved, and the issusnce of a formal complaint ordered.

Mr, Fort presented report, in re file 1-307, application of The
Litchfield 0il Co., for the issuance of & complaint against the Standard
0il Co. of New York. |

Report approved, and resolution referring the matter to the general
0il investigation adopted.

Mr, Fort called up the matter of conducting hearings in Chicago, and
other cities, in comnection with the bituminous coal investigation, and
the following order was unanimously &dopted:

ORDERED: That the matter of hearings in connection with the
bituminous coal investigation be refdrred to Mr, Fort, with

authority to enlist the assistance of such members of the staff
as he may deem necessary. '

\\';
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The members of the Joint Board of Review, and Law Board of Review,
appeared, and reported in reference to & plan of procedure under sec-
tions 7 and 8 of the Clayton Act, and after discussion the following reso-
lution, offered by Mr, Davies, was adopted:

RESOLVED: That the Advisory Economic Board, and the
legal board of Review, prepare & plan of procedure, organiza-
tion and persomnel to submit to the Commission not later
than April 16th, looking to the gathering of information
necessary to the enforcement of sections 7 and 8 of the
Clayton Act.

The matter of the employment of Sidney C. Ormsby Co., and Galt &
Hull, to do official reporting for the Commission, was called up by Mr,
Harris, and after discussion the Secretary was directed to have contracts

prepared for presentation to the Commission for action.

The following motion, offered by Mr. Colver, was adopted:

Moved, that for the purpose of establishing a basis
for the work of a committee to confer with the Department
of Justice looking to the drafting of a paragraph for
insertion in a war emergency bill, the following be referred
to a committee of two to be appointed by the Chairman:

"Section seeeeeese. Whenever, in time of war or national emergency
the President of the United States has reason to believe that there
exists or threatens to exist an undue withholding from sale or use of
any supply of food, fuel, or finished or unfinished material of menufacture,
the President may order the Federal Trade Commission tc make swmmary
investigation, and if it shall find that such undue withholding from
sale or use exists, by the act of any person, partnership or corporation
it shall forthwith order such person, partnership or corporation to cease
and desist from such withholding and to require such person, partnership,
or corporetion to offer for sale such quantities of such food, fuel, or fin-
ished or unfinished maeterials of mamufacture in such quantities and at
such time and at such places and in such menner as the Commission shall
determine and direct. For the purposes of this section the Federal
Trade Commission shall exercise and have all the powers heretofore vested
in it and may call upon any other department, Commission, Board or Bureau
or Officer of the United States for the employment of any powers vested
in them for carrying out the purposes of this section.

*In the absence of evidence of undue withholding of food, fuel or
finisghed or unfinished articles of manufacture from sale or use, if in
the opinion of the President the public welfare requires it, the Federal
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Trade Commission may order to be offered for sale at such time and place
and in such quantity and in such manner &s it may direct of any food, fuel
or finished or unfinished article of mamrfacture and shall ascertain the
average yrice of such articles of food, fuel or finished or unfinished
articles of manufacture for five years next preceding August 1, 1914, and
shall fix such prices as the sale price for.such articles so¢o ordered

to be offered for sale.

‘"Any person, member of such partnership or any officer of such cor-
poration, falling or refusing to obey any order issued by the Federal
Trade Commission under the provisions of this section, shall be guilty
of an offense and upon conviction thereof by a court of competent juris-
diction shall be punished by & fine of $1,000 for each day for refusal to
obey such order or may be imprisoned for one year, or both such fine and
imprisonment, and the failure or refusal on the part of any such person,
member of such partnership or officer of such corporation to obey such
order shall be and constitute & separate and distinct offense.™

Thereupon, &t the hour of 12:45 p. m., the Commission adjourned

to meet Monday, April 16, 1917, at 10:30 &. m. 3

Attest:

- Secretary. ‘

April 14, 1917, Xo meeting held,

April 15, 1917. Sunday.
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MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 16, 1917, 10:30 a. m,

William J. Barris, Chairman
Joseph E, Davies
William B, Colver
John F, Port
(Mr. Parry absent on account of sickness,)

Mr, Da.vies. reported thet Mr. Fort and he had arranged for & con-
ference with Secretary Houston, for the purpose of discussing matters
connected with 1;he proposed food investigation,

Upon motion of Mr. Colver it was unanimously agreed to have the
Economic and Legal departments assemble all facts colleected in commec-
tion with the oil investigaﬁion, wherein it appeared that the laws,
over which the Commission has jurisdiction, have been violated, and
considered as applications for the issuance of complaints.

Mr. Colver presented the case of C. E. Hoffman, for the issuance
of & complaint against Standard 0il Co. (file 1-154). Report approved,
and resolution, dismissing application and referring the file to the
general oil 'investigation, adopted.

Mr. Davies presented report (file 1-15?), in re application of
Hamberger-Polhems Co, for the issuance of a complaint against W.R.
Grace & Co. Report approved, and resolution, directing withdrawal

of this file from the Docket Division for transmission to the U. S.

Shipping Board, adopted.
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Mr, Davies presented report (File 1-200), application of Pyrene
Manufacturing Co., for the issuance of & complaint against Montgomery
Ward & Co. Report approved, &nd resclution, dismissing applica-
tion and transferring file to Division of Mails and Files, adopted.

ORDERED: fThat Bond J. Geddis be employed as a
Special Examiner by the Commission, at & salary at the
rate of $3,000 per annum, such employee to be under the
direction of the Secretary, and in case of necessity
to be assigned as attorney-examiner to any Commissioner.

Mr. Colver brought up the matter of granting operators an oppor-
tunity to be heard regarding the anthracite coal report before its
issuance, and 'a‘.fter discussion it was unanimously agreed to notify -
representatives of the miners to attend such conference.

Messrs, W. H, Williams, Morris Williams, and Henry Tatnall
appeared before the Commission pursuant to its request, and presented
facts in reference to the proposed sale of the Susquehanna coal prop-
erties to the Delaware & Budson Company. (See stenographic file
Ko, 8517-94-2, )

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Davies, was adopted:

WHEREAS, in application 1-181, Charles I, Baxter v, Central

Warehouse Lumber Company, Mississippi Valley Lumberman, et al,

it eprears that some of the allegations of unfair trade practices,

as against the Mississippi Valley Lumberman, are the same as those

appearing in application 1-211, Hewitt~Lea-Funck Company v.

Mississippi Valley Iumberman, et 2l.:; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That the Law Department be directed to consider
application 1-181 in connection with the drafting of complaint
already ordered by the Commission with reference to application

1-211 against the Mississippi Valley Lumberman and various
retail dealers.

Mr. Golver reported that the U. S. Shipping Board had considered

the appointment of a committee to cooperate with this Commission, and
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on motion Messrs. Davies and Colver were appointed & committee to
meet with such committee of the Shipping Board for conference, when
necessary, on any matters of mutual interest.

Thereupon, at the hour of 12:45 p. m,, the Commission adjourned

to meet Puesday, April 17, 1917, at 10:30 a. m.

Secretary.

MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRAIE COMMISSION
April 17, 1917, 10:30 a, m.

William J. Harris, Chairman
Joseph E., Davies

William B, Colver

John F, Fort

(Mr, Parry absent on account of illness,)
The Secretary presented a resolution, adopted by the Senate of the
United States, requesting the Commission to investigate and ascertain
the facts concerning the recent increase in the price of American flags,
and after discussion the following resolution was adopted: (See file 8841.)

WHEREAS, The Senate of the United States did, on April
16th, 1917, adopt the following resolution:

"RESOLVED, That the Federal Trade Commission be, and
is hereby, directed to meke an immediate imvestigation into
the operations and accounts of the leading concerns engaged
in the industry of the mamufacture, distribution and sale of
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American flags and the materials out of which they are made,
for the purpose of ascertaining the facts concerning the
recent increase in price of American flags, and into any
unfair practices or monopolistic conditions that may ob-
tain in the industry, and report the same to the Senate
during the present session of Congress, if possible.™

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT QRDERED, That .the Commission shall
conduct an inquiry into the matter referred to in said resolu-
tion by the United States Senate, and to conduct such investiga-
tion as may be necessary to carry into effect the intents and
purposes of said resolution; and further, that the Advisory
Economic Board forthwith prepare a plan for carrying into effect
such investigation.

Letter from Gongressman Shouse, dated April 16, 1917, (File 8500-405.
together with & telegram from Paul Noble, was submitted, and after dis-
cussion was ordered referred to the Advisory Economic Boasrd for con-
sideration and recommendations.

Commissioners Davies and Port submitted the following'report of
their conference with Secretary Houston of the Department of Agricul-
ture:

4 conference was duly held with Secretary Houston,

at which Commissioners Colver andi Harris were also pres-

ent on the l6th day of April; and further, plans were out-

lined for cooperation between the Department of Agriculture

and the Trade Commission in commection with the Food inves-
tigation.

Mr. Davies reported in re file 1-170-9, application of the Silk
Association of America v. American Thread Co., and file 1-170-1-10,
application of the Silk Association of America v, Kerf Tﬁread Co.

Report approved, and ruling dismissing these cases ‘b.evcause of
no public interest, adopted.

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Davies, was unanimously
adopted:

RESOLVED, That the Commission do mslke reqﬁest upon the Secre-~
tary of ‘State, and the Secrstary of Commerce, to commanicste with
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the Consuls General, and Commercial Attaches, respectively, of
the leading countries of the world, asking them to cooperate
with the Federal Trade Commission in the matter of the food in-
vestigation, and direct them to make report at their earliest
opportunity, and by return mail, if possible, upon the ques-~
tiomaire submitted to them by the Federal Trade Commission
through the office of the Secretary of State.

- BE IT RESOLVED that the Advisory Economic Board be directed
to prepare such questiomnaire to be so submitted at their earliest
opportunity, consistent with other work pending. (Pile

The following resolution, offered by Mr, Davies, was uneni-
mously adopted:

- WHEREAS an elementary fact to be determined in the food
investigation is the quantity of foodstuffs or cereals in stor-
age in the United States

BE IT RESOLVED that the Advisory Ecomomic Board be directed
to immediately assign one man from the Economic Staff to make a
Preliminary study of this situation, and that he be directed
to report to the Commission &s soon as possible upon the follow-
ing matters:

1, Bibliography of published msterial upon the sub ject.

2, General information available through other Departments
of the government, ‘

3. List of the names and addresses of all owners or custod-
ians o;t" food warehouses in the United States.

4, Torms of reports which the Buresu of Markets has received
from such warehouses. '

5., Proposed form of questionnaire or periodic report to be

required by the Federal Trade Commission under oath under sub-
divisions A and B, Section 6, of the Federal Trade Commission Act.

Mr. Colver called attention to the reported increase in the barge
rate for carrying coal from points near New York to New England ports.,
After discussion, the matter was umanimously referred to Mr. Colver
for .attention,

Mr. Fort presented a written opinion disposing of a motion of the

Comnission to strike out paragraph 32 of the answer filed on behalf of the
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respondents to the cOmission'_s second amended compleint, in the matter of
the Federal Trade Commission v, The Shredded Wheé.t Co., and .also numerous
motions filed on the part of the respondents ;t;o strike out evidence taken
before Examiner Busick, of the cOxmnissidn, which opinion was considered
and approved by the Commission. (See Docket Ho. 5.) '

Mr. Colver was authorized to go to New York to confer with certain
representatives of the American Heﬁspaper Publishers' Associationm,

The Secretary presented a letter from Hon, John A, McIlhenny, Presi-
dent of the United States Civil Service commission, dated April 10th,
enclosing copy of Executive Order dated April 7, 1917, in reference
to authority granted fdr removal of employees who express opinions
inimical to public welfare. (See file in Fersonnel Gffice.)

Thereupon, at the hour of 1:00 p. m,, the Commission adjourned to -

)

\

¢
\.__._'.;_‘-"-u\’,’ meet Wednesday, April 18, 1917, at 10:30 a. m.

| o
Attest: S

L
g\/ecretg.ry.
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MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 18, 1917, 10:30 a. m.

William J, Harris, Chairmen
Joseph E. Davies

William B, Colver

John P, Port

The Commission met, and after considering certain matters of inter-
est to the Commission the meeting was adjourned to permit Commissioner
Fort to hear é. number of representative operators in the bituminous
coal ipdustry, who presented facts in reference to the bituminous coal
situation. (See steﬁogra.phic file No. 8508-587-2, )

At 1:30 p. m., & recess was taken until 2:30 p. m,

At 2:30 p. m. the discussion of the bitwminous coal industry

was continued, the meeting being adjourned at the hour of £:00 P. m, (‘

Attest:

Secretary.



MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 19, 1917, 10:30 a. m. , .

William J. Harris, Chairman
Joserh E, Davies '
William B. Colver

John F, Fort

9 (Mr. Parry absent on account of illness.)

The matter of forwarding the gasoline report to the Senate, and
giving publicity to the issuance of said report, was cealled up by 'Mr.
Harris, and after discussion the entire matter wes referréd to Mr.
Colver for action.,

Myr. Davies submitted & report of é. conference held between repre-

sentatives of the agricultural Department, the Advisory Economic

Council of the FNational Board of Defense, and Mr'. Harris and himself.

-,

Report considered and ordered filed, (Se_e file 8517-89,)

Mr, Colver reported orally concerning his conference in New York
yesterday (April 18th) with certain persons, regarding a plan for
securing a supply of paper from Lord Northcliffe's Canadian mill,

Mr, Colver reported that the matter of the increase in barge rates,
for the shipment of coal from ports in the vicinity of Rew York to Few
England points, had been referred by him to the Interstate Commerce Com-

mission and U. S. Shipping Board.
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Mr, Davies presented file 1-258, application of National Cut

~Glass Mfg. Co., Inc., for the issmance of & complaint against H. C.

Pry Glass Co,, et al.

Report approved, and ruling, dismissing application, adopted.

Mr. Davies brought up the matter of the application of C. M. Barmes-
Wilcox Co, for the issuance of a complaint against certain State School
Pextbook Depositories (file 1-88). "

After consideration, it was decided to make this & specizl order
of business for April 25th, 1917,

Mr, Harris reported in re File 1-302, 1-305, 1-315, and 1-331,

application of The Ohio Company, The P. A, Geier Co., The Hoover

.Suction Sweeper Co., and The Frantz Premier Co. for the issuance of

& complaint against the Muenzen Specialty Company.
| Report, recommending issuance of a formel complaint, &pproved,
Upon motion of Mr, Davies, it was agreed to call a conference of
all the members of Congress who have taken a special intereét in the
food investigation, and matters appertaining thereto, and that such
conference be held at 10:00 &, m., April 20th, 1917, at the offices
of the Commission.
Upon métion of Mr, Davies, it was agreed to send a copy of .the
galley proof of the Commission's report on the Beet Sugar Industry
of the United States to the Tariff Board, with the understanding that
the contents of such report wereto be considered confidential until

finally published by the Commission.
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At 1:00 po m, & recess was taken until 2:00 p. m.

William J, Harris, Chairman
Joseph E. Davies

William B. Colver

John F. Fort

At 2:00 p. m. the Commission agein met, &nd after considering cer-
tain matters of interest to the Comission the meeting was adjourned to
yermit cbmissioner Fort t0 hear a number of representative operators

N in the bituminous coal industry (in addition to those appearing on April
18th}), who presented facts in reference to the coal situation. (See
stenographic report file No, 8508-588-2,)

At 4:00 p. m, & recess was taken until 4:15 p. m,

At 4:15 the conference was resumed, the meeting being adjourned at

the hour of 6:00 p. m,, to meet Friday, April 20, 1917,\at 10:30 &, m,

ecretary.
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April 20, 1917.

~Seeretary,—

MEETING OF THE FEIERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 20, 1917, 10:30 a, m,

William J. Harris, Chairman
Joseph E, Davies

William B, Colver

John F. Fort

A nmnbér of Senators and Representatives appeared befors the

cOmmission', at 1ts request, and discussed matters connected with

“

the food investigation, and conditions generally connected therewith.

(For list of those attending, see file 8517-95. )
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A committee on the Federal Trade Commission, from the Chamber of

Commerce of the United States, appeared and discussed matters of
interest to the Commission, (For list of appearances, sce file

8156-24. )

Thereupon, at the hour of 1:00 p. m., the Commission adjourned

to meet Monday, April 23, 1917, at 10:30 &, m.

MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

April 21, 1917, 11:00 a, m.

William J. Harris, Chairman
(SPECIAL MEETING. )

Joseph E, Davies
William B. Colver

The matter of securing certain data from the Agricultural Derart-
ment essential to the proposed food investigation was called up, and it

was agreed that a letter be sent to Secretary Houston requesting the

desired information,
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The matter of holding & conference with representatives from the
food and market departments of the several States of the Union was con-
sidered, and it was unanimously voted to invite the Governors of the
various States to send representatives to Washington for & conference
with the Commission, to be held April 30, 1917.

Thereupon, &t the hour of 1:00 P. m,, the Commission adjourned to
N

meet Monday, April 23, 1917, at 10:30 &, m,

Attest: \W\

Secretary.
April 22, 1917, Sunday.

MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 23, 1917, 10:30 a., m,

William J, Herris, Chairman
Joseph E. Davies
William B, Colver

The Commission met, and adopted the following resolution:

WHEREAS, The Hon, Will H., Parry, one of the Commissioners
of this Commission, departed this life on April 21, 1917, after
& service as such from its organization March 16, 1915, to
the date of his death;
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BE IT RESOLVED By the Federal Trade Commission, recog-
nizing his umsual business ability, his devotion to duty, and
his loyalty to service, that in his death this Commission and N
its work has suffered a severe loss, and his absence from our )
official councils and administration will be keenly felt;
and that every member of the Commission, in his death, feels
the loss of a personal friend whose life and association were
characterized by the kindliest sympathy and courtesy and an
affable and genial disposition; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That &s a mark of respect to his
cherished memory this Board do now adjourn until Wednesday,
April 25, and that the offices of the Commission be closed at
12:30 P. M., tomorrow, Tuesday, April 24, for the afternoon,
for the purpose of enabling the employees of the Commission to
attend the funeral services at St.Johns Episcopal Church; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution

‘be semt to the bereaved family as an expressiom of our official
and personal sympathy and esteem,

Thereupon, at the hour of 11:30 a, m., the Commission adjourned to -

meet Wednesday, April 25, 1917, at 10:30 &, m,

BRS¢ IS

Secretary.

April 24, 1917, Fo meeting held.
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MEETING OF THE FEIERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 25, 1917, 10:30 a, m,

William J., Harris, Chairman
Joseph E, Davies

William B, Colver

John F. Fort

Mr, Oldenberg, attormey for the No_rth_west Paper Co., appeared
before the Commission and stated that his company.was carrying into

effect the award of the Commission in the matter of news-print paper.

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Davies, was adopted:
WHEREAS the Deficiency Bill has passed;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Advisory Economic Board and the
Chief Examiner be directed to pursue with as much expedition _
as possible the further investigation into the book and
magaziue peper industry with a view to ascertaining conditions
in the industry and any unfair practices obtaining therein.

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Port, inserting in the
Rules of Practice Before the Commission, adopted June 17, 1915, rules
Kos, 12, 13, 14, and 15, in place of rules Nos., 8, 9, 10, and 11, was
adopted:

RESOLVED: That the Rules of Practice before the Commis-
sion, adopted June 17, 1915, shall be amended as follows:

That BRules 8, 9, 10 and 11 shall be designated hereafter
as Rules 12, 13, 14 and 15, respectively, and there shall be
added and inserted as Rules 8, 9, 10, and 11 the following
Rules of Practice, which are hereby adopted:

VIII. TIME FOR TAKING TESTIMONY,

Upon the joining of issue in a proceeding by the Commission
the examination of witnesses therein shall proceed with all
reasonable diligence and with the least practicable delay. Kot
less than five, nor more than ten, days' notice shall be given
by the Commission to counsel or parties of the time and place of
examination of witnesses before the Commission, 2 Commissioner or
an Examiner.
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IX, OBJECTIONS TO EVIIENCE,

Objections to the evidence before the Comission, a Com-
missioner, or an Examiner shall, in any proceeding, be in short
form, stating the grounds of objections relied upon, &and no
transcript filed shall include argument or debate,

X, MOTIONS.

A motion, in 2 proceeding by the Commission, shall briefly
state the nature of the order applied for, and all affidavits,
records and other papers upon which the same is founded, except such
2s have been previously filed or served in the same proceeding,
shall be filed with such motion and plainly referred to therein.

XI. BHEARINGS ON INVESTIGATIONS.

When a2 matter for investigation is referred to & single Com-
missioner for examination or report, such Commissioner may conduct
or hold conferences or hearings thereon, either alone or with other
Commissioners who may sit with him, and reasonable notice of the
time and place of such hearings shall be given to parties in interest
and posted, '

The General Counsel or one of his assistants, or such other
attorney as shall be designated by the Commission, shall attend
and conduct such hearings, and such hearings may, in the discretion
of the Commissioner holding same, be public.

Mr. Davies presented a resolution, directing a2 study, on the part of

the Commission, of trade associations, and after discussion it was agreed

to lay the matter on the table for consideration April 26, 1917,

After consideration of the above matters, the Commission adjourned,

to permit Mr. Fort to hear a number of gentlémen interested in the
bituminous coal industry, who presented facts in reference to the situa-

tion in that industry. (See stenographic file No., 8508-589-3, )

At 1:00 p, m, the Commission adjourned to meet at 2:00 p. m.

At 2:00 p. m, the discussion of the bituminous coal situation was

resumed before Mr. Fort.
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Thereupon, at the hour of 4:45 p.m., the Commission ad journed to

Attest:ci;7/4¢7 .

acretary.

MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 26, 1917, 10:30 a, m,

William J. Harris, Chairman
Joseph E, Davies

William B, Colver

John F. Fort

The matter of the letter of submittal, concerning the report of the
anthracite coal investigation, was cal;led up by Mr Colver, and it was
unanimously agreed to make the consideration of such letter a special
order of business for Friday, April 27th.

The resolution offered by Mr, Davies, regarding the investigation
of trade associations, was again called up, a&nd by unanimous consent
the matter was laid on the table imtil the next meeting.

Mr, Fort presented files 1-1,Cluett, Peabody & Co., Inc., 1-173,
Larg & Gros Manufacturing Co,; 1-180, Herrlinger & Co., applications for
the issuance of complaints against the National Binding Machine Company,

Report of Joint Board of Review, recommending the issumance of a formal
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April 26, 1917.

complaint against the above company, approved, and resolution'directing

the issuance of such complaint adopted. N

A number of gentlemen interested in certain features of the bitumi-
nous coal.industry appeared before Mr. Fort and presented facts in refer-

ence to §1)1e situation in that industry. (See stenographic file No. 8508-590-2.)

The following resolution, di:éecting the issuance of a formsl com-
plaint in the case of the Pederal Trade Commission v, the National
Binding Machine Co,, was adopted:

WHEREAS, The Federal Trade Commission has reason to believe
that the National Binding Machine Company, of New York, has violated,
and is violating, the provisions of Section 5 of the Federal Trade
Commission Act, and it appearing to the Commission that a proceed-
ing by it in respect thereof would be to the interest of the public; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Trade Commission has reason to believe
that said National Binding Machine Company, of New York, has violated,
and is violating, the provisions of Section 3 of the Clayton Act,
therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the Commission issue and serve upon said National
Binding Machine Company, of New York, its complaint, stating its
charges in those respects in substantially the form hereunto annexed,
and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED: That notice be given to the said National
Binding Machine Company, of New York, &s required by law, that the
charges of said complaint will be heard by the Commission at its
office in the Commerce Building, in the City of Washington, D. C.,
on the bth day of July, A. D., 1917, 2t 10:30 o'clock in the fore-
noon of said day, or as soon thereafter as the same may be reached.

Thereupon, at the hour of 4:00 p. m., the Commission ac\ijou

Secretary.
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MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 27, 1917, 11:00 a, m,
John ¥, Fort, Acting Chairman
A number of persons, representing industrial consumers of bituminous
coal, appeared before Mr, Fort and discussed conditions in thet industry.

At 1:00 p, m, a recess was taken until 2:30 p. m,

William J., Harris, Chairman
Joseph E. Davies

William B. Colver

John F, Fort

At 2:30 p. m, the Commission assembled.

Mr. Harris presented report in re file 1-285, Federal Trade Commis-
sion v, Victor Talking Machine Co, Report of Joint Board of Review,
recommending the issuance of a formal complaint, adopted.

Mr, Davies brought up the case of C. M.Barnes Wilecox Co, for the
issuance of a complaint against State School Textbook Depositories, (file 1-88).
Report of Joint Board of Review approved, ruling adopted, and application

, Aismissed, with the understanding that the Commission advise officials
of the States interested of the evils of the existing system,

Mr. Harris presen‘i:qd réport in re file 1-171, application of the
Odell Hardware Co, et &l. %~ Keever Starch Co. et al. Report of the

Joint Board of Review approved, and ruling, denying application, adopted.



-~

i

10

=issuance-of.-a-complaint..against State.School Textbook Deppsitories, (file 1-88%-.

ADTLL &'fg LULYM,

3

7

-Repori..of .Joint. Board .of.Review.approved,.ruling adopted,..and -&pplica-
tion-diemissedwiththe-understanding thetthe -fommission-edvise-o0ffie=-
&a&ew@fwﬁhexﬁb&m‘winbmet»ed-me-i-'mthe.-wemivlavo&:&;he,-.»-.existing--_-s-ystam...w-_
~ir-Horris-presonted--report-in -ve-£ile-1-17%1y..&pplisatien-of - the

Odell-Hardware 00 -0t -6l v;-Keever Btareh 6o ~ef -alv-=Report .of the
Foint-Board -of -Review..approved,..and -ruliag,-denying-application, .adopied. A

Mr. Harris presented report in re file 1-242, applicat'ion of The
Retail Grocers' Association of Philadelphia v, Liggett's Riker-Hegemsn
Stores., Report of the Joint Board of Review approved, and ruling dis-
missing application adopted.

The matter of granting & hearing to Mr. W. M, Ritter and asso- -
ciates was called up by Mr. Davies, and it was unanimously agreed' to
grant such hearing at 11:30 a, m., May 3d, 1917,

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Davies, was adopted:

WHEEEAS, A mumber of the staff of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion are about to enlist in the army of the United States;

AND WHEREAS, By resolution of the Commission, their places
will be held open until their return;

AND WHEREAS, Puring this period there will probably be promo-
tions in the staff;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Secretary be directed to
examine into the records of those men who enlist and temporarily
retire from the staff, and report to the Commission &s to whether
or no the facts with reference to such cases would now warrant
& promotion on the staff, to be effective on the return of such
employee after the term of the enlistment in the Army of the
United States has expired. '

The following resolution, offered by Mr, Davies, was adopted:
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BE IT RESOLVED: That the Secretary be instructed to ascer-
tain and report to the Commission as to the possible cost of
the typing of the index of Trust Debates prepared by Mr. Houghton.

ORDERED, that Walter B. Wooden, special agent with the Commis-
sion, be transferred from the Economic Depariment to the Legal Depart-
ment,

The Secretary was directed to request representatives of the
American Can Company to apﬁear before the Commiésion on Wednesday,
May 2d, 1917, for a conference in regard to certain conditions in
the can industry.

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Colver, was adopted:

WHEREAS, It appears that 35 of the largest shoe mam-
factories at Lynn, Massachusetts, hgve closed down this week, and

WHEREAS, high cost of leather is the cause publicly assigned,
and . _

WHEREAS, 20,000 working people are thus thrown out of employment:

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the staff learn at once the
names of these mamifacturers and that they be notified by the Secre-
tary to be present at the Trade Commission on a date to be fixed,

to the end that the csuses and circumstances of this state of facts
be learned by the Federal Trade Commission,

Thereupon, at the hour of » the Commission adjourned to

meet Monday, April 30th, 1917, at 10:30 a. m. )

Attest:

Secretary. '

C ’)_,i

frr:enly



April 28, 1917, No meeting held.

April 29, 1917. Sunday.

MEETING OF THE FEIERAL TRADE COMMISSION
April 30, 1917, 10:30 a, m.

William J. Harris, Chairman
Joseph E, Davies

William B, Colver

John F, Fort

(Messrs. Heney, Robertson, and Walker also present., )
A number of delegates, appointed by the Governors of the various
States, &ppeared before_ the Commission in response to its invitation,

1
and discussed the food situation generally. (File 8517-96.)

At 1 p. m, a recess was taken until 2:30 p. m.

William J. BHarris, Chairman

Joseph E, Davies

William B, Colver
John F, Fort

(Mr. Ches, J. Brand, Chief, Office of Markets and Rural Organi-
zation, Departmemt of Agriculture, &lso present at this
session, ) :

The Commission reassembled at 2:30 p. m., and resumed their dis-

cussion with the represenf.atives of the Governors on the food situation.
—_
(8517-96. )



1.1PWG

meet Tuesday, May 1, 1917, at 10:30 &, m,

way L, 1917,

Thereupon, at the hour of 5 p, m,, the Commission adjourned to

/@Z&A\

Secretary.

MEETING OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
May 1, 1917, 10:00 a. m,

William J, Harris, Chairman
Joseph E, Davies

William B, Colver

John F, Fort

The Commission resumed its conference with the delegates appointed
by the Governors of the various States on the food situationm. (See steno-~

1
graphic file No, 8517-96.

At 11:15 a. m, & recess was taken until 11:30 &, m,

Joseph E. Davies
William B, Colver
John ¥, Fort

A mamber of persons, representing various branches of the anthrs-—

cite coal industry, appeered before the Commission and gave expression

1
"
ERE N

fort




