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Antonio BAVASSO is a partner at Allen & Overy. His expertise covers all areas of 
antitrust law, State aid and EU internal market. He has been involved in a number leading 
merger and behavioural investigations and has a specific expertise in communications, 
broadcasting, media and technology. His clients include NewsCorp, 20th Century Fox, 
Sky Italia, BSkyB, WPP, Sage, Alliance Boots, NDS, Sun Microsystems, and Expedia. 
He is professor of EC competition law at UCL and is a co-founder and director of Jevons 
Institute at UCL. He has published widely and is a co-editor of Competition Policy 
International. 
 
Hendrik BOURGEOIS is Senior Counsel, Competition, Regulation and Government 
Relations for Europe at General Electric Company (GE).  Since 2002, he was GE’s 
European Competition Counsel, serving all GE businesses on a wide variety of 
competition law matters involving mergers and acquisitions, distribution, R&D activities, 
and compliance issues.  Previously, he was the European General Counsel of one of GE’s 
business divisions, GE Industrial Systems. Prior to joining GE, Hendrik was a member of 
the Brussels and New York Bars, and an attorney with Jones Day, based in Washington 
DC and Brussels, where he practiced mainly US antitrust, and respectively European 
competition law.  He has an LL.M degree from Harvard Law School and obtained his law 
degree at the Rijksuniversiteit Gent, Belgium.  He is a frequent speaker and writer on 
competition law issues. 
 
Rachel BRANDENBURGER is a partner in Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer’s antitrust, 
competition and trade group. She works in the firm’s Brussels and London offices. She 
has led many cases in front of both the European Commission and UK regulators. Her 
major cases include EC Merger Regulation (first and second stage) inquiries; inquiries 
under Articles 81 and 82 of the EC Treaty into anti-competitive practices, dominant 
positions and cartels; and proceedings before the European Court of Justice. In the UK, 
her cases involve inquiries by the Office of Fair Trading and the Competition 
Commission, as well as the industry-specific regulators (eg the Office of 
Communications, the Office of Gas and Electricity Markets and the Office of Water 
Services). She has also advised on UK High Court judicial review proceedings against 
some of the UK regulators.  
 
Götz DRAUZ joined Howrey’s Brussels office as a Partner in 2006. Prior to joining 
Howrey, Mr. Drauz served for 25 years at the European Commission, most recently, as 
the Deputy Director-General in DG Competition with particular responsibility for 
mergers. In that role, Mr. Drauz managed and coordinated the merger control activity 
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within DG Competition. His more recent achievements include launching a Commission 
inquiry into the functioning of competition in the electricity and gas sectors in 2001, and 
managing the settlement of a long-standing Article 82 inquiry into Coca-Cola's European 
sales practices in 2004. In addition to his most recent role as Deputy Director-General, 
Mr. Drauz has served in various other roles at the European Commission, including 
Director of the Merger Task Force in DG Competition, Assistant to the Director General 
of DG Competition and Coordinator for distribution and franchising cases in Directorate 
for Competition Policy and Coordination. 

Luc GYSELEN is a partner at Arnold & Porter, Brussels, where he is responsible for 
advice and representation before EU and national agencies on merger control, abusive 
conduct, cartels, other restrictive practices, and state aids. Mr. Gyselen joined the firm in 
2004 after 20 years of public service at various EU institutions. He spent most of his time 
at the European Commission (EC), where he was a member of the Legal Service in the 
early years of his career and later held several senior positions in the Directorate-General 
for Competition (DG COMP During his four years as special assistant to the Director-
General in DG COMP (1990-1994), he oversaw the entire range of EU competition 
policy activities, including the introduction of EC merger control, and acted as liaison 
officer between DG COMP and the Commissioner in charge of competition policy and 
his personal staff.  Between 1994 and 2004, he played a key role in many leading 
antitrust cases. In the area of abusive conduct, these included Coca Cola (rebates, 
exclusive dealing, category management)—a case which led him to write an 
comprehensive article on rebates that received high visibility in the business community.  

Jonas KOPONEN is a partner at Linklaters, Brussels, where he has considerable 
experience of commercial and contentious matters involving EC law, antitrust and merger 
control law, and the application thereof before EC institutions as well as national 
authorities and courts. Mr. Koponen acts for leading clients in several industry sectors, 
such as financial services, telecommunications, software, information technology, 
broadcasting and beverages.  

Jorge PADILLA is a managing director at LECG. He advises clients on a variety of 
competition policy and intellectual property issues covering a wide range of industries 
including retail electricity, media, telecommunications, entertainment, and technology. 
He has advised on various cases and given expert testimony before the French, German, 
Spanish, and Italian competition authorities, as well as in cases before the European 
Commission. Outside the European Union, Dr Padilla has advised clients in various 
antitrust cases in the United States and has submitted written testimony in Argentina, 
Jamaica, and Turkey. Dr Padilla earned MPhil and DPhil degrees in economics from the 
University of Oxford. He is a research fellow of the Center for Economic Policy 
Research (CEPR, London) and a member of the steering committees of the Nyenrode 
Institute for Competition (The Netherlands) and the Association for Competition 
Economist (ACE) and is or has been a member of the editorial boards of the Review of 
Economic Studies, the Spanish Economic Review, and Investigaciones Económicas 
(which he directed for more than three years). 
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John TEMPLE LANG is a consultant based in the Brussels office of Cleary Gottlieb. Dr. 
Temple Lang’s practice focuses on all aspects of EU competition law. From 1995-2000, 
he was Director responsible for telecommunications and media in the Competition 
Directorate General of the European Commission. He was a Director there beginning in 
1988, and from 1974 to 1988 he was in the Legal Service of the European Commission, 
dealing primarily with competition law issues. Mr. Temple Lang has published a book on 
European Community law and more than 250 articles on a wide variety of legal and 
related subjects, mostly concerned with EU competition law. He has lectured widely in 
the United States, Canada and in many European countries. Dr. Temple Lang joined the 
firm as counsel in 2000. Mr. Temple Lang is an Irish lawyer, and graduated with first 
class honors from Trinity College, Dublin, obtaining his LL.D. in 1980. He is now Senior 
Visiting Research Fellow at the University of Oxford and a Visiting Professor at Trinity 
College, Dublin.  

James VENIT, a partner in the Brussels office of Skadden, Arps, has extensive 
international antitrust experience and concentrates on European competition law. Mr. 
Venit has been practicing EC competition law in Brussels since 1980.  His experience 
includes representing multinational companies, as both plaintiffs and defendants, before 
the European Commission and the European Courts in proceedings under the Merger 
Regulation and Articles 81 and 82, and in national cartel proceedings under Article 81.  
He has represented clients in a wide range of economic sectors and industries, including 
telecommunications, air transport, pharmaceuticals, aerospace, computers, steel, flat 
glass, chemicals, rail transport, financial services, industrial products, consumer goods 
and media.  He also has extensive experience counseling companies on compliance 
matters and the implementation of compliance programs. Mr. Venit has been named one 
of the “Top 10 antitrust lawyers” from around the world by Global Counsel and he 
repeatedly has been selected for inclusion in Chambers Global: The World’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business. 

 

 

 


