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120 MonumentClrcfe 

Indlanapolls, IN 46204 


VIA FACSIMILE 
202-326-2496 


Federal Trade ~o&s&on 

Office of thc Secretmy 

600Pennsylvania Ave, N.W. 

Was?d~@on,DC 20580 


Re: In Rc Boulder VaLIey Jndependent I?.racticc Association, ct al, File No. 0510252 

Pursuant to the Fcdc:al. Tradc Commission's (FTC)notice of the Conscnt Order in the above captioned 

matter, AnthcmBlue Cross mdl3lue Shield inColorado (Anthem) submits thc fo1Xowing cornmeats on the 

proposed Consent Order, 


An.i%emsupporn competition,inthe healthcareindussky. As a health, insurer, Authem competes with other 

hswcrs and administrators of sclf h d e d ,benefits plms based on the price, quality atld service of the 

benefitplans we offer businesses and individualsin Colorado. We recopizc that anti-competitive conduct 

by haaZt2r.care providers, and price fixing inparticular, increases the cost ofthe hoalth care barnfits we 

prodde. Increased costs stexnming ftom.such anti-competitive belxtvior ultimately hwt small.bueincsses 

md individuals wlxo buy health.husance. 


A n h m  has expmienced several &stances of alleged price Exkg in Colo~ado, sevmd of which have been 

the subject ofod~er Comcnt Orders by tire FTC; WBbelieve &ose Consent:Ordersbcncfited Colorado 

consumem by bringing to an!end anti-competitive behavior that would have otl~emiaceathued b 

dficially i d a t e  hoafthcam code. However, fheeflecti~rcnessof such enforcem actions dopends on the 

extcnt to which the ConsentOrders proscribe ongoing activitiss w8hich may give riee to conthaing price 


1 
fixing or otl3.e~aanli-competitiveactions. 

Anthcrn i s  concernedthat the toms of the Consent Order may be intevreted to allow individuah associated 
with the Boulder ValIey Independent: Practice Association (BYPA) b continueto represent plty$iciane and 
pklysician practices ina rxr~merthat may give xise to coUusive p r i c k  negotiated on behalf: of the 
repmsented physiciam. Anthem i s  concerned that it may confhue to cxpefience an upward effect on prices 
paid for physician servicesjnBoulderCounty becauec indivicluals associahd with BVlPA m y  contkm to , . 

rqrwent:in fee negotiations &c same physicians on wl~osebehalf they nogoti~ted as members of BVTPA. 
Thoseindividuals would continue to bc ina position to exchange pricc infomiion m n g  competing 
physician practices, thmeby faciiitahg coordinated p r i c k  by thc practices. Anthembelieves rhe Consant 
Order should mom broadly proscribe continuing efforts by iuclividuals associated withd ~ eteouldat: Valley 
Independent Practice Association. 

IVUarn R Barnrx 

Assodate General Counsel 

Wellpoint, h c .  

(Parent company o fAnthem BIuc Ctose and Rluc ShieId ia Cobrado) 
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