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Ile: Proposed COIlS4!J11 Dtdet
 
In the M~tler of Reed [bevier and CholcePoim. fTC fil" No. 081·013:1
 

Doar Mr. Clark: 

I'm wrilingon behalf of AI pITa ".Im. regarding the proposed co".en' order and i1Cqulillloll of tholcePol", bV Reed Elsevier. Ollr aSSllc,al<on i~ 

cOCIlllrised of Ihlfes~tonwho prnvide £,i1i@1 wrviteS to gOllt!lnmtht agendes. :ll\o,"ev~. "ale"IldIJS courts :lnd others. We rely menslvely 
onservicn 
provided bV bOlh Reed. ElS".'lfi,,' lind ChoicePoinl and lheir subsidiaries 10 ~SSi\.l us in ",,,,inSlh,,•• dienu. 

~er Ihe past s""erlll years there has been tremendous consolidation among providers Df pulllll: records SMlIceS. This proPO$4ltl atcudsl1loD. will 
lurther 'educe competillon 11"1 Ino Industrv. AlthouCh Ihere ~re 5ever~l pr()vilIer~of dara ~....Ic~ In the malketDlilce, ltIel' are rMellers Df dilla 
provuled bv 1he re5penll"nts. 

tile COlllrnls.llon'S complaint round that thIs ilcqulsltlon would be anll<.ompetltlve and a lIiGI~lion or ;nlltrliSt law In tile market for the >ate 01 
pUblic records. informalion to law cm(orcl!fl1ent alleneies. The ~me elfecl$would be felt;n thl! ""'rhl for gIl! or pl.lblll: re<.ords to Ihe I)rivale 
seclor. 

It is Important to havl! i1C~SS 19 d<ll~ "om several suppliers dllrinR Ihe ['ontl"'tlllf an investigatIon. Umlted reSources redutl! botb the qU;l11tV
 
and quanriry Gllnlormatlon available. Alia aur members. many or whom Ife slTlall busll\C'SkS. do not ltave Ih" financial welRht to bartai"
 
eitl!tt~lv with
 

'~rgl! ~nlltlos in a non-competitivl! l!n"ironment.
 

We "'Sf! that Ih.. CommiS~Dn not approve theacqulsllion ulltll respondellf';' can diveslthemrelve5 01 public records ",/Vices provicled 10
 

private iocll.lS1ry ;IS well3~ llll~w t!n'orcement.
 

Unless:an iJpPl'OIlrlate rl!l!tI!dy is DUeled. Dur member$ anll their dlents wlllsllff~rlrrcp;)r.lble barm. Wh"" cttmpetition is 'fdUtd.lncentlll~ 

for innDlIiltion ~e reduced. prlClls lIse :lnd seNite suffers. 

~k you IIH YDur colUiderUu:>Jl. 

~um_ 

~r~tl V 
IIIp/l" 6. Int. 




