
























































































































































































-1-

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BEFORE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF

NORTH TEXAS SPECIALTY PHYSICIANS,
A CORPORATION.

Docket No. 9312

Order Granting Expedited Motion of North Texas Specialty Physicians and Southwest
Neurological Associates for a Protective Order and To Stay Depositions, 

or the Alternative, Motion to Quash Depositions

I.

On November 12, 2003 Respondent North Texas Specialty Physicians and Southwest
Neurological Associates, PA filed an Expedited Motion for a Protective Order and to Stay
Depositions, or in the Alternative, Motion to Quash Depositions.  The FTC filed its opposition. 
For the reasons set forth below, the motion is GRANTED.

II.

Pursuant to 16 C.F.R. § 3.31(d), Respondent seeks a protective order postponing
depositions, so that Respondent will have received written discovery responses from the FTC and
had time to review and analyze that discovery.  To prevent the prejudice that would result from
the current deposition schedule, it is ordered that no depositions will be conducted until at least
10 days after the FTC has (a) answered interrogatory numbers 1 and 2, and (b) has produced the
documents it has received from third parties and which are responsive to Respondent’s requests
for production and initial disclosures, whichever is later.  Southwest Neurological Associates, PA
also seeks an order extending its deadline to respond to the FTC’s subpoena duces tecum until
November 21, 2003.  This schedule comports with the scheduling order in this proceeding and
will provide all the parties sufficient time to review and analyze the written discovery that will
ultimately be produced prior to the taking of depositions.

III.

It is further ordered that the parties are to confer regarding the scheduling of depositions
with regard to the appropriate date, time, and location.  To avoid adverse effects on patient care,
every physician that is deposed by the FTC shall have the right to be deposed in the city of their
residence or practice.

IV.

Finally, it is ordered that the deadline for Southwest Neurological Associates, PA to
respond to the FTC’s subpoena is extended until November 21, 2003.
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Ordered:
_____________________
D. Michael Chappell
Administrative Law Judge

Date: 


