WESTERN DIRECT MARKETING GROUP, INC., ET AL. 105

105 Complaint

IN THE MATTER OF

WESTERN DIRECT MARKETING GROUP, INC,, ET AL.

CONSENT ORDER, ETC., INREGARD TO ALLEGED VIOLATION OF
SECS. 5 AND 12 OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION ACT

Docket C-3821. Complaint, July 28, 1998--Decision, July 28, 1998

This consent order prohibits, among other things, the two California-based
advertising agencies, that created and produced infomercials for Cholestaway, from
. making efficacy, performance, or safety claims for any food, drug or dietary
supplement, unless they possess competent and reliable scientific evidence that
substantiates the claims. The consent order also prohibits the respondents from
representing that any advertisement is something other than a paid advertisement
and requires disclosures during the infomercials that they are advertisements. In
addition, the consent order prohibits claims that the testimonials and endorsements
are typical of the experiences of consumers who use the products, unless the claims
are substantiated.

Participants

For the Commission: Lisa Kopchik and Jeff Bloom.
For the respondents: Charles Chernofsky, Chernofsky &
deNoyelles, New York, NY.

COMPLAINT

The Federal Trade Commission, having reason to believe that
Western Direct Marketing Group, Inc. and Western International
Media Corporation, corporations ("respondents"), have violated the
provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act, and it appearing to
the Commission that this proceeding is in the public interest, alleges:

1. At relevant times herein, respondent Western Direct
Marketing Group, Inc. was known as Television Marketing Group,
Inc., a California corporation with its principal office or place of
business at 8544 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, California.

2. Respondent Western International Media Corporation is a
California corporation with its principal office or place of business at
8544 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, California.

3. Respondents, at all times relevant to this complaint, were
advertising agencies of Bogdana Corporation, and prepared and






