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:LJ\"' THE iATTER OF

WILLIA\1 A. REED CO. , ET AL.

COl\PLAT:f' , FIXDTNGS , AX1) .JRDER D' REGAIW TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION
OF SEC. 5 OF A?\" ACT OF CO:XGRESS AI'PROVED SEPT. 213, 1D14

Docket 5539. C0111plo:nt. lpr. :21' lD48-Decision, Aug. , 1951

Where a corporation, with its )resident and four other incllyiduals who , formerly
partners, bad theretofore tl'an.:ferred to it all their property rigMs and
intorests in rhe precleces.wl' business, engaged in the intCl':otate sale and
distribution of their "Msdrex Soap,

" ;'

:\Iecll'ex Ointment, " and " ulfey
Tablet.s " in ad'\ertising theil" said products in DewspalJers and through
radio continuities distl'bilted throughout the United Stutes, and in other
ways, directly and by implication-

(a) Rpl1J' ('senl:erl falsely that :11e use of said soap was cffediye in treating and
relieving externallr caUSE d pimples, bJotches, broken-out skin , rashes , and
blarkbends, :lJd wonJc1 relieve ikl1ing and burning skin and restore a clear
natural cOilp exion in rasps of blotchy skin;

When in fact it po::se1-;;ecl 11(' IW (licln:ll Y;llne and aeffel anI,\ as a dCflllsing
agent;

(lJ j Represeutert falsely that the use of said ointment as directed was a cure
and effectiH treatment. fo:: all extel'all . e(1used skin ailments or conditions
incllH1ing IJimples , blackhc:Hls, scab;(-'s , CCZ' llfl , skin irritations or bJemisbes
et.c., find wonld relieye the itching of :skin blemisllCs and eruptions of ex:terllul
natnre;

The facts being thnt although it wonld temporarily reUe\"; itching of SOUlC skin
blf'mishes and el'uvt!ous , :t would llot do so in an such conditions;

(0) B.epre ented fnlsely t1lflt its ;;Nl1lIry Tablets," Formula ;\0, 1 , ,,"auld hm'
a remedial nctiou Hnd y'ould CUl'e J'IJeumn.ti , arthritis, sciatica, gout

lumbago, muscular aches rend pnins aud Ilcnmlgia; tlwt waste poisons rnllsc(l
the pains of neul'nlgia fmcl rheumnUsm , flnel that saill product would clear
the system tllel'eof and thereby relieve sucll Vaius;

The facts being that said pr('paration , b ' reason of its laxative cffect, ,youle1
cause the e\'acnation of \'nste mnterials from t)lC intestinal tract , but would
not flccomplisl1 the rf' mlts daimrcl alJoye: and

(d. n2pre entecl that its ;;Nll fey Tablets " Formula No, 2 , wouJd l'elieye aches
and paim:; amI partirulflrl,\ nlllsculal' aches alld pain" , l'bennwtic pains , and
headaches, uaclwches , flnC Dains of simple neuralgia;

The facts being that while "a d tflblets , both Formn1as :-,os. 1 and 2 , because of

their analgesic prOlWl'ties , wonld tend to relieH; temporarily or reduce the
llain associated wi.th aforesaid ailments , the pain would return as soon as
the rmalgesic effect 'iVOl' e off , and some pains associated with some of said
ailmcnts were so seyere :"hat the tnblets to.1(( 11 as directed 'would not give
cOilIJlete relief;

With tendency and crq)acil . U) mislead and dcceiye a substantial portion of the
cl1asing pubHe i.nto tb enoneous belief that such representations were

true and thereby induce it:; pnrclwse of said procluds:
Held 'l' Jlat snch acts and pI'D, tices , under the circumstances set forth , were all

to the prejudice and inj1l7 of the ImbUe and constituted unfair and deceptive
acts and practices in comrl€1're.
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Jlfr. Randolph Branch for the Commission.
ill". Matthew S. Biron of Philadelphia , Pa. , for respondents.

COMPLAINT

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act
and by virtue of the authority vested in it by said act, the Federal
Trade Commission , having reason to believe that TViliam A. Reed
Co. , a corporation , and Albert J. Sylk, individually and as an offcer
of said corporation , and Albert J. Sylk

, '

William H. Sylk , Harry S.
Sylk, 3iorris Soble, and Bernard vVeinberg, copartners, operating
as ,Vil1iam A. Reed Co. , hereinafter referred to as respondents , have
violated the provisions of the said act and it appearing to the Com
mission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof ,vonld be in the
pnblic interest, hereby isslles its complaint stating its charges in
that respect as follows:

PARAGR.APH 1. Respondent 'Villiam A. Re,ecl Co. is it corporation
organized under t.he laws of t.he State of Pennsylvania on October
, 18J5 , \"ith its principal place of business located at 1828 Spruce

Street, Philadelphia , Pa. Albert J. Sylk is president of WiJJiam A.
Reeel Co. , a corporation , and formulates and directs the policies and
practices of said corporation. Prior to about .January 2, l!HG , Albert
J. Sylk, TVilliam H. Sylk , Harry S. Sylk , ;'lon'is Sobk , and Bernard
\Veinbcl'g operated as copartncrs undcr the name and style of \Villium
A. Reeel Co. at which time the Imslness operated by them under such
name was sold to the respondent 'Vjlliam A. Reed Co. , a corporation.

The addresses of the individual respondents are: Albert .J, Sylk
1028 Spruce Street, Philadelphia , Pa.; William H. Sylk, 0853 Green-
hi1 Hoad, Philadelphia, p,,,; Harry S. ylk, 5117 Wynnefield
Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa. ; Morris Soble, 2277 Georges Lane, Philadel-
phia, Pa. ; and Bernard Weinberg, 23J8 North Fifty-first Street
Philaclel phia , Pa.

m. 2. Respondent 'Villimn A. Reed Co., a corporation , is now
and the individual respondents , as copartners , from some time prior
to JmnULl'Y 2, 19JG , were engaged in the business of selling and dis-
tributing drugs and cosmetic proclucts in commerce as drugs and
cosmetics arc defined ill the Federal Trade Commission Act. The
designation used by respondents for said products and the formulae
and directions for use thereoT HTe as follows:

DeRignation: ?IEDHEX SOAP.
Forilula: (1) Combination of tallow and cocoanut 'Oil.

(2) 83 to 84% :mlJydrous :-oap.
(3) 10 to l:?% moistme.
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(4) 2% Medrex Ointment.
(5) 74 of 1 % pel'fume.

(6) 0.5 of 1% gylcerine.
(7) 0.02 of 1% alkali.
(8) trace of salt.

Directions for "Cse: To pronate the healing of pirnples and blackheads clue to

external canses, place a cake of )Ie(lrcx Soap into a howl of hot water and. make
a lather. -Wash the skin thoroughly and allow the lather to dry all the affected
skin. Rinse and dr'\, by pattlng with a clean , soft towel. Then apply Medrex
Ointment \yith fingers , gauze '11' cotton. Do not spread on too thickly, RS 11 thin
coating is all that is needed "Cse ::Iellrex treatment nightly before bedtime.
Every morning cleanse the faee with :Iedrex Soap and JlOt wflter , working the
lather into tbe pores; then rim,e with cold water.

Designation: ?lIED REX 01:\'1' ::IE.:T.
Formula: Acid SalieyJic_.__

-----

Benzoic AdcL____

------ --------

Zinc Oxide-

----- ------ ------ -------

yluID (Starch) --

----- ------.

Petro la tnnL - --

- - - -- - ---- - - - - - -

-- _n
Acetn nilid- -

--- -. - - - -- - -- - --- - - --

- _n__
Phcnol (Carbolic Acid) -

___ ---

::Iethyl SaJicyla tf nn --.

'- - - - - - -- - - - -- -

Colo1'_- --

- - - ----- --- - - - --- ----- - - - -

1# 5 oz

1# fior,
13#
13#
39#
8 oz.

5 oz.

4 oz.

q. s.

105 gr.
lOCi gr.

Directions for Use: Apply gently on the affected parts twice a day. If neces-

sary, it may be used more f!'ermently. Later continue treatment less frequently
as may be required.

Designation: !\ ULFEY TABLETS.
FormuJa No, 1: (Used Prior to October 1947.
Each tablet contains:

P. E. cascar8-

--- - - --- ------ -----

P. E. Buch u_

-- - --- ----- - - --- ------ --- -

P. E. Vva UssL__

_-- -_____

n______

----- --- ---

)letbcnamine--

--- - - ----- - ------ -- -

Acid Sodium Phosphatf-n_

___ ------ ---

Sodium Salicyla te---

--------- --------------- --- ---

% gr.
14 gr

14 gr.

2% grs.
2V.! grs.

grs.

Directions for Use: Take 1 or 2 tablets el'ery 3 or 4 bours.
prompt, see your physician.

Formula No. 2: (Used subsequent to October 1947.

Acetyl SaIic;ylic Acid--

--- --------------- -------

- 3 grs.

Acetopbenctidinl-_n

---

---_n_ --_n

------- ----- 

grs.

Grain Caffeinc_____

------- -----------------------

--- 1) gr.

If relief is not

Directions for "Cse: F'OH DVL'1' S: 1 or 2 tablets. MflY be repeated in 3
bours if necessary. Do not take more than 5 tablets in any 24 110ur period.

For Cbildren over 7 years: 1 tablet only. May be repeated in 3 bours. Do
not giye more than 3 tablets in any 24 hours.
Do not exceed the above recommended doses in an;y 24 hours. If pains per-

sist, recur frequently, or are nnl1:;ually severe, ('olJsnlt a physician.
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PAR. 3. ReslJondents cause and have caused said products when
sold , to be t.ransported from their place of business in the State of
Pennsylvania to purchasers, thereof locate.d in various other States

of the United States and in the District of Columbia aud at all times
mentioned herein , maintain and have maintained l course of trade in
said products in commerce among and between the various States of the
United St.ates and in the District of Columbia.

P AU. 4. In the course and c.onduct of their business, respondent
,Viniam A. Reed Co. , a corporation , subsequent to about January 2
1046 and the individual respondents fiB copartners prior to such time
but subseqnent to J\larch 31 , 1D38 , disseminated and caused the dis-
semination of certain advertisements concerning said products by the
United States mails and by various means in commerce, as "commerce
is defined in the Federal Trade Commission Act, including but not
limited to adYf rtisernents in the Cincinnati "Star-Times

" .

Tune 1944;
in the Detroit "Nmvs " on or about Febrnflry IG , 1944; in the Chicago
Herald-Examiner" from June 1946 to January 1947; Newark "Eve-

ning ews :' Xovember 1847 , and other nationally distributed news-

papers in several States of the United States over the period of time
covered in this complaint, and by means of radio cont.inuities broad-
cast from Station \VOL, ,Vashington , D. on or about.J une 30 , 1943;
Station ,VPEN , Philadelphia, Pa., iu June 1943, and in December
1944; and from ot.her radio stations during the period of time covered
in this complaint, and by other means in commerce a.s " commerce
is defined in the Federa.l Trade Commission Act; and respondents
have disseminated and caused the dissemination of advertisements
concl rning their said products by various means , including but not
limited to the advertisements and radio continuities referred to above
for the purpose of inducing and which are likely to induce , directly
or indirectly, the purchase of said products in commerce, as "com-
merce " is defined in the Federal Trade Commission Act.

PAR. 5. .l1Jnong the statements and representations contained in the
said ac1vertisenlEnts disseminated as aforesaid aTe the follO\ving:

Relating to :Mec1rex Soap, disseminated by means of radio continui-
tjes by the. individual respondents as copartners in the year 1944:
:iEDREX SOAP * " " helps to hring gennine relief from burning, itch-

ing and cmbanassmeDt of blotchy sldn. MiJd , medicated l\lEDREX SOAP is
deligbtful to usc-and a big help in bringing back a clear, natural com-
plexion * 0; " Friends if yon l'c troubled witb blotchy, broken-out skin

get a cake of )lEDllEX SOAP tonight. Use it regularly. See how it may help
relieve that externally-en used skill condition.

And how should )IEDHEX SOAP be used to help relieve externally-cansed
pimples , bl ckheads and I'ashcs? It is Ycry silllJle. Yon just make a thick

213840. 34-
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rich l\IEDHE.X SOAP lath)l'. Wa onr face thoroughly-nllow some of
the lather to dry on the fale-then rinse with Wfirm water an(1 pat dry with
a soft tcnyE'l. Do it regularly. IE."'RBX SOAP is a pure, perfectly balanced,
soothing son!) that hellis nanne bring back a clear , loycly comvlexion.

Relating to J\Ieclrex Ointment. disseminated by the inc1ivic111nl l'C-

:,.pondents lS COpHl't11el'S )y JllefllS of ne"spapel's prior to .Tannar)' 2
1040 :

WHY LOOK DISPLEASED' : Getl'icl of pimples. Do l1gly, reel , cUsl1guring
pim;11es, hotl1el'some 111nd:hiads , In1lning eczema , itching ,o;kin Hlld other nOIl-
systemic extenlan -callscc1 sUn aiJments make you look as if you snffpred from 11
l'en!ly sCl'iolls complaint? 'Jl1Cll , fOl' Bean-n s Silke )c:o to ('l1r cll'l1;.'gist ri r;ht
:1"":lY and get il .inr of IIlEDLEX OE'\T:\IENT. " 

'" .

l\IEDHEX offers fLuid:
relipf nnrl promote,; l1enelici.ll effed hy IH_'lIJins' HiHll' e to clea1' nw:!y these cx-
ten1alJ causec1 blemishes.

BLACKHEADS, PBlI' Lr:S, QUICKT-,Y GO, on l\O:\EY B \('K:
I\EDREX has IJr()\"rl ('('ll' pletely pffecth-e in c:leclrill 11)) FDII' LES , BLACK-

HK\DS , .'nd an othcr kinds of extel'ally c:al1set1 .oldn irritations.

DissPIJllnalN1 b ' the ('tn' pOl' aLe respondent by menns oJ ne"\YSpHpel'S

suLsl'CJuent to ,T:llllnry 2 , 10-1G:

)..

WAY GO PUIPLES.
he ilJsLmt Y(1l1 vnt OOtl'il1g :'IEDHEX OINTl\E T on the itchiJlg- pimples

yon get nction. HeJic'H' the tl"onl)le,;omc symptoms of pxtel'l1ally-c:lnsed pimples
with :\IEDREX OINT1IEKT. 1Iilions of satisfied users finel this famous doctor
prcscription en es the itrhi),g of pimples-helps nature in healing:. The eight
teste(l in;.::reclirnts of l\IEDREX OI n'.XT guarantee qnick relief 01' your
nwnr \" back. 'Yh ' suifer? meclicate with :lJEDREX OlK'I:lIE:\T.

TIere is a 1'1're \TflY to rid )Urself of torturous itching IJimplcs , c('zcm3. , blotches

!j 

I) 11 blemishes of an exte"nal 1l11ture. MOllCY l'efundecl if pHre :\IEDREX
OINTl\JE.\T fnils tn g-iye y'/u quick relief from S mptolls. :\IEDRIDX OI

lIJENT is guarantPl)l). Skill PI'1J'ti()js 11nf't ;'0 Ci !)(lley llflcl;
O:'E! TWO! PDIPLE , TI-HOUGH.
A lle\y rlouhle flctioll \ya \' to jlnd relief from itl'hi1Jg l)imv1e , eczema and

other skin el'ulltions of exrcl'llnl nature. ::IEDREX OINTl\IE::i' l'elieTeS in-

I'tantl ' 01' Oll money back. :\liJions find :\IEDREX 01 Tl\IE T the ideal
answer to their t:kin prob1ems.

BAD ::KI , I'IllPLES.
Here is a new way to heip rid yourself of tot'tUl'OUS itchin . pimples , scales

sCfluies nJ)l blemisJles of c:xt J'J.1l nature.

R.elating to l\ulfcy Tablets , under Formula No. 1 above

nated by ne"\Tspapers and radio prior to JaIluary 2 , 1946:

Kl7LFEY HELPS clenr IIp the system by ncting as a laxntive, too. It helps

dent' aw,l:'. those waste poif' ons that might be the cause of unbeflrahle neuralgia
anllllH1Scular pains.

BACK-BIUiJAKI:\G PAI?\S.
If you suffer from the a goniziug torture of nagging- backaches, rheumatism

arthritis, sdatica , gOllt, hrnbago, or simple neumlgia . . . if you feel so stiff
flnel achy that you can bmdly walk, sit or sleep in comfort, don t despair.

c1issemi-
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no to your drl1 c;'gist tllis n:r ' minute nutl bl1 ' ;: box (If XULFEY 'TABLETS
Tuk2 1 ()' :2 ever '. 3 01' 1 hours and Ib clwJlcf's are better than goorl tbnt yon
wilJ fiml (ll1ick relief. Sold with the il'lJel:u1 guarantee that the - 1111St act

IJelH'f.('inl1 ' Cll the IJarticnlar ('ulH1itOIl fo!' ,,,hich tteY nrE' intendf'rl Or y0111"

money cheerfully refullc1ec1, Get ::ULFEY TABLETS hJd:l,Y an(l get rirl of
those torturing pains.

TII-IEUl\lA TIS:U-AT1THHITI S-NEUR.\LGL\-l\IUSGL' AH I'AIXS.
You are ollly ::S 01(1 flB you feel! So wby not do somcthing timt ,,,il help

,You regain your (1nt.hful vim, 110p and vigor, Go to YOUI" druggist now and
buy a botte of ;UI.FEY TABLETS t11nt often briDg rclief in !1 jifIv to sllf-
fenors from rhellJJa1":=J1i , arthritis , sciaticn , gont, lumbago , muscular acbes
antl p:lins and simple neura1gia. KULFE'Y

' '

L'\BLETS al' e sold ,dth an i1'on-

clnrI gnnr8ntpc that tllC'Y UJll."t ad bpneficially on t.he particular cnnrlitions
for \Yl1icll tlwy ill'C intClIl1Cll (11' you!' money prompU ' refunded. Get KULFEY
TABLETS at your druggist fllHl get rellef from agoni"iug pain,

Disseminated by respondent corporation by means of newspapers
f:ubseqllcnt to .Tanuary 2, ID4G , under FOl'mula No. 2 above:

CI-ES- I'_\I":S
HeJp rid yourself of tOl'rl1ing- pains, U e time-test.ed )JCLFEY TAHLIi

for the relief of mllscul:1l nclws and lJains commonly rdl'lTl'd to ItS rheumatic
pain , also l1cHrlac:l1c' , JJ:lciinche aud simple ncuralgia, Guaranteed quick
ncting NCLFEY TABLETS l1nst reliE'\" e pl'omrJUy or your woney back, The
llf'W ilJlll' OYCll XL'LFEY TABLETS are all ,snle todny.

HEAD.:\CI-IJ
Arc you suffering from thE' misE'n' of a IWry(I\1 lwacbcl1c? "\Vhy Jet pain

makc work all agony nJHl ni hts a tortme? XULFEY T,\DLETS wil ofleu
hring you relief in a ,lir . Don t lielay-\Y!JeI1 that warning l1ain strikes. Get
\:nLliue , d('penrlahle \TLFEY 'L\.BLETR torIn;:, NULFEY TADLETS , a time"

tested , fOlllluln, is scif Jll"ticnlly 111'(,P:111:(1 uncI u f'd by tbou.saw1s of .c:n.ti."tied
ClJ,.t.omer,, fol' oye)' ,:II) ye:ns wiih am:J"in 1'' :m1t. . Complete satbfacLion 01' your
money had:. rSl: only :lS rlircdc(l,

PAn. 6. Through the use of the ndvel'tisemcnts containing the state-
nwnts and representations llP.ll inabo\'e set forth , ftnd ot.hers similar
thoreto not specifical1y set out herein : respondents have represented
directly ft,ncl by implication:

That the use of lcchex Soap, is effective in treating and relieving
externally caused pimples, blotches, broken out skin, rashes, and

blackheads; that it "\yi11 relieve itching and burning skin and \\- ill
restore a clear , natll' ,ll complexion , in cases of blotcllY skin.

That the use of :JIcc1l'ex Ointment , as directed , is a cure or remedy
:lld cOlli:titntes a competent and etI'edlye tl'entnlPnt for , al1 external1T
caused skin ailments or conditions inclmling pimples, blackheads

!:cabies, scales, skin blotches : eczema

, ,

skin irritations and eruptiOll

.skin blemishes or similar skin nilmcnts , or eOlltlitions and will relieve
the itching of kin blen1i and ernptions of external nat.ure.




