
Ocar Mr. Clark: 

Pm writing on behalf of nuuse'Y~ Investigations loc.• regarding tIle proposed consent order 
and oequisition of ChoicePoint by Reed Elsevier. Out association i~ comprised of 
investigators who provide cri~ical servi<:es to govc:rnment agencies. attorneys, state and US 
courts and others. We rely eXlensively on services providt:d by both Reed Elsevier and 
Chnil:c~oint ilnd lheir subsidiaries to a.c;sist us in !'!erving these Clienl'll. 

Over the past 5eVCIliI yenrs lhere has been tromendous consolidation among flrovi~ of 
public records secvices. This proposed acquisition will further reduce competitioll in the 
illdustly. Although there are sevcr.d providers ofdata services in tile marlcetplas;c. tbey are 
reseUers ofdata provided by the respondents. 

The CummissioQ's complaint found that this acquisition would be .llnticompetilive and a 
violation ofantitrust law in the ~lll'k(;t for the sale of pubJic records information to law 
enforcement agencies. The sa.Il1c effects would be felt in the m~rkel fQr sale ofpubl1c records 
tQ the private ses:tor._ 

rt is importnht to have access to data from lievernl suppliers duri:og the condu~ ofan 
investigation. Limited resources reduce both \he quality and quantiry of intormatiun 
availabJe. And our membeni, many ofwhom ate small businesses, do not have the financial 
weight tn bargain effectively wilh large enLities in a non-competitive ~nvirOlum.mt. 

We urge that the Commission.Dot approve the atquisition until responden~ can divest 
themselves ofpublic rc(.~rds services provided. to private industry a~ well us to law 
enforcl,'TIlent. 

Unless ao appropria~ remedy is orrered~ OIA" membets and their clients will .suffer 
irteparabJe harm. When <:ompetition is reduced, incentivc.s for innovation are reduced. prices 
rise and Sl;;rvic~ suffers. 

Thank you fotyour cODSid~tion.~ 

Linn Scalzo, President ( 

Rullseye Investigations, Inc. 

P.o. Box 7771 

Port St. Lucie, Ill., 34983 




