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Donald 8. Clark

Office of the Secretary

Federdl Trade Commission, Room H-135
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20580

Re: Proposed Consent Order ' _
In the Matier of Reed Elsevier and ChoicePoint, FTC File No. 081-0133

Dear Mr. Clark:

I'm writing: this letter on behalf of Murray Detective Ageney, LC regarding the praposed consent
order and acquisition of ChoicePoint by Reed Elsevier.

Our orgamzat»on is comprised of investigators who- provide critical services to government
agencnes attorneys, state and US courts and others. We rely extensively on services provided
by both Reed Elsevier and ChoicePoint and their stbsidiariés to assist us in serving these clients.

Overthe past several years: there has.been tremendous consolidation among providers. of public
records services. This proposed acqul jthn would further reduce compefition in the mdustry
Although there are several providers ofdata services in the: marketplace they are résellers of
data provided by the respondents:

The Commission's: complamt found that this acquisition would beanticompetitive. and a violation
of antitrust law in the market for the sale of publicTe imation to law enfercement
agencies. The same. effects wolild.be felt in the market for sale. of public records to the private
sector,

As-- 'm sure-'you re aware lt IS lmporlant to have access to data from several supp lers dunng any

ls likely to lncrease cost,

8 urge’ that the Commlssmn delay approval of thlS acqulsm ‘:.unhl respondents can, dlvest

~

Thank you for your consideration.

Al the best,

Terry Wéight, meniber






