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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

BEFORE THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 


In the Matter of 
1 

Guides for Select Leathcr and Imitation Leather ) Commission File No. PO78008 
Products; Request for Coinincnts 1 

1 

COMMENTS OF LEATHER INDUSTRIES OF AMERICA ON 

THE COMMISSION'S GUIDES FOR SELECT LEATHER AND IMITATION 


LEATHER PRODUCTS 


Leather Industries of America ("LIA") is pleased to file these comments pursuant to the 

Federal Trade Con~mission's ("FTC" or "Commission") request for public comments regarding 

its Guides for Select Leather and Imitation Leather Products (the "~uides") '  as part of the 

Commission's systeinatic review of all current regulations and guides.' LIA, fom~erly the 

Tanners' Council of America, was formed ill 1917 and is one of the oldest trade associations in 

the United States. LIA currently represents 45 companies engaged in tanning andlor marketing 

of leather, as well as 22 conlpanies that supply the industry. Collectively, leather tanneries in thc 

United States (SIC Codc 31 11) employ approximately 4,000 employees. LIA tannery members 

process a variety of hides and skins into leather for use in automobile and furniture upholstery, 

footwear, garinents, luggage, bags and other fashion accessories. 

I 16 C.F.R. pt. 24. 
2 See Requestforpuhlrc C O I ~ Z I ~ Z ~ I ~ ~ S ,72 Fed. Rcg. 28,906 (May 23, 2007). 
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I. Executive Summary 

As noted in its request for comments, the FTC's Guidcs "address misreprcselltations 

regarding the composition and characteristics of specific leather and imitation leather product^."^ 

The FTC enacted thc Guides to provide the basis for voluntary compliance by members of 

industry.4 Specifically, the Guides apply to the 

manufacture, sale, distribution, marketing, or advertising of all kinds or types of 
leather or simulated-leather trunks, suitcases, traveling bags, sample cases, 
instrument cases, brief cases, ring binders, billfolds, wallets, key cases, coin 
purses, card cases, French purses, dressing cases, stud boxes, tie cases, jewel 
boxes, travel kits, gadget bags, camera bags, ladies' handbags, shoulder bags, 
purses, pocketbooks, footwear, belts (when not sold as part of a garment) and 
similar articles (hereinafter, "industry product^").^ 

The Guides also address the application of Section 5 of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. 5 45, in 

this regard. Thus, the Guides provide a framework for communicating truthful and non-

misleading messages to consumers concerning these industry products. 

Presently, there is an inadequate understanding of certain key leather marketing terms, 

which has resulted in many vendors incorrectly marketing their leather products. This misleads 

both retailers and consumers into believing that their leather is of a higher grade than warranted. 

The inclusion of these additional terms in the Guides would reduce existing confusion and some 

deliberate deception, which are causing significant disagreements within the leather and leather 

product manufacturing industries, adversely affecting all parties through thc supply chain. The 

Leather Research Laboratory of the LIA conducts scores of evaluations of leather products each 

year to dete~nline whether product marketing claims are accurate. The demand for this testing 

3 Id. 
4 16 C.F.R. § 24.0(b) 
5 Id. 
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service demonstrates the confusing nature of the terms, and the willingness of some producers to 

take advantage of them. As set forth in greater detail below, LIA encourages the FTC to 

incorporate the following additions to the Guides to help reduce deceptive practices in this 

industry and alleviate consumer confusion. 

Proposed Increase in Scope: 

Sectioii 24.0(a) of the Guides should include autonlotive and furniture upholstery 
products. 

Proposed Definitions or Further Additions to Section 24.2. "Deception as to 
Composition" 

"7'0~Grain" or "Full Grain" Leather - "Leather bearing the original grain surface 
as exposed by removal of the epidernlis and with none of the surface removed by 
buffing, sn~~ffillyor splitting." 

"Corrected Grain" Leather - "Leathcr fiom which the grain layer has been 
partially removed by buffing to a depth governed by the condition of the raw 
material and upon which a new surface has been built by various finishes." 

"Semi-Aniline" Leather - "Leather which has been aniline dyed or stained, 
incorporating a small quantity of pigment, not so much as to conceal the natural 
characteristics of the hide." 

"l,eatlier" - "Hide or slcin with its original fibrous structure more or less intact 
tanned to be imputrescible. The hair and wool may or may not have been 
removed. It is also made from a hide or skin that has been split into layers or 
segmented either before or after tanning. If the leather has a surface coating, the 
mean thickness of this surface layer, however applied, has to be 0.15 mm or less. 
If the tanned hide or skin is disintegrated n~echanicallyandlor chemically into 
fibrous particles, small pieces or powders and ihen, with or without the 
combination of a binding agent, is made into sheets or forms, such sheets or forms 
are not leather." 

"Coated I,eat1iern - "A product whcve tlic surface coating applied to the leather 
substrate does not exceed one-third of the total thickness of the product, but is in 
excess of 0.15mm." 
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"Laminated Leather" -"(a) A co~npositeof two or more layers of leather, or (b) a 
layer of leather and one or more layers o r  another sheet or film of plastics or other 
material." The term should be applied to products that are excluded from the 
definition of "Leather" and "Coated Leather". l h e  co~npo~~cn t sshould bc 
identified according to the proportion they form of the total thicltness, e.g. 
polyurethane/leather laminate, if the leather component accounts for less than 50 
percent of the thicltness. 

"Split Leather" - "Leather with no grain layer." 

"Leatheretten "A material constructed of paper cloth or synthetic material and 
finished to simulate the grain, color, and texture of leather." 

"Bonded Leather" - "Made by forming leather fragments and fibers into a single 
homogenous sheet with the aid of adhesives, resins, or similar bonding agents." 

"Cha~nois" - "Madc from under split of sheepskin or lambsltin, split before 
tanning, and tanned with fish oil after removal of the grain layer." 

Proposed Disclosures: 

Section 24.2(e), "Mi~repre~~erztationthat product is wholly of a pavticular 
coinposition," should include "Coated Leather" and "Laminated Leather" in its 
list of examples of products that are made principally of leather, but have certain 
non-leather parts that appear to be leather and which require disclosure to that 
effect. 

Section 24.2(a), "Zr~zitationor sii~ulatedIeathe~*,"should include "Leatherette (not 
leather)" in its list of examples of industry products made from non-leather 
material. 

11. Commission's Request for Comments 

As part of its request for public cornrnents, the Co~n~nissionasked several questions to 

help evaluate the Guides, including: 

1.  "Is there a continuing need for the Leather Guides as currently promulgated." 

2. "What benefits have the Leather Guides provided to purchasers of the products 
affected by the Guides"? 

3. Do the Guides provide benefits to b~~sincssesthat follow them? If so, what 
benefits?" 
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4. 	 "What changes, if any, sho~lld be made to the Leathcr Guides to increase their 
benefits to purchascrs? . . . How would these changes benefit purchaser^?"^ 

The following infoilllation responds to these requests. 

111. 	 The FTC Should Retain the Guides and Expand Them in Key Respects 

The current Guides inhibit advertisers from making deceptive claims and generally 

promote honest business practice. The Guides are logical and consistent with straightforward 

principles that have been adopted by various regulatory and voluntary means throughout the 

world. LIA is frequently asked to help its members apply the existing Guides to specific 

consumer products for the dual purposes of (a) detenninin~ thc most accuratc and appropriate 

label for retail products, and (b) identifying or confirming examples of suspected dcccptive 

practices by companies believed to be seeking unfair competitive advantage through marketing 

claims that do not comply with the Guides. LIA's frequent and extensive involvement in this 

arena confirms the fundamental importance of the Guides as a reference point for U.S. 

businesses and consunless. 

The Guides currently outline for members of industry standards for deceptive advertising 

practices for the aforementioned industry products in Sections 24.1, "Deception (general) and 

24.2, "Deception as to composition." Specifically, these sections of the Guides provide: 

1. 	 "It is unfair or deceptive to misrepresent, directly or by implication, the kind, grade, 
quality, quantity, material content, thickness, finish, serviceability, durability, price, 
origin, size, weight, ease of cleaning, construction, manufacture, processing, distribution, 
or any other material aspect of an industry p r o d ~ c t . " ~  

6 Request.for Public Conznzerzts,72 Fed. Reg. at 28,907. 
I I6 C.F.II. 5 24.1. 



Comment, Proiect No. PO78008 
July 23, 2007 
Page 6 

2. 	 "It is unfair or deceptive to misrepresent, dircctly or by implication, the co~nposition of 
any industry product or part thereof."' 

3. 	 "It is uufair or deceptive to use the unqualified term 'leather' or other unqualified terins 
suggestive of leather to describe industry products unless the industry product so 
described is composed in all substantial parts of eath her."^ 

4. 	 "A misrepresentation should not be made, directly or by implication, that an industry 
product is inade wholly of a particular composition. A representation as to the 
composition of a particular part of a product should clearly indicate the part to which the 
representation app l i e~ . " '~  

These provisions are helpful to industry as they encourage companies to communicate 

information about the leather content (or lack there09 of the product that consumers may not be 

able to determine or evaluate on their own with a mcre visual inspection of the product prior to 

purchase. However, while helpful, these Guides cannot be fully utilized without clcarly defined 

tenns that enable industry to understand when it runs afoul of these deception standards 

LIA's experiences have dernonstratcd that the cul~ent Guides are incomplete - they 

require expansion to inalte them more comprehensive and consistent with global industry 

practice. To that end, we recommend that the Comn~ission modify the Guides lo expand the 

existing scope of the Guides provided in Section 24.0 to include auton~otive and furniture 

upholstery products, include a sinall number of critically important and widely-recognized 

definitions, and broaden the range of required disclosures." The abscnce of this infonnation 

8 Irl. S 24.2. 
9 Id. 

l o  Id. 3 24.2(c). 
I 1  To the extent that the FTC opts not to ci-eate a new section of the Guides devoted to 
"definitions," thc proposed new definitions could also be incorporated in Section 24.2, 
"Deception as to composition" as a suppleinent to the existing teims discussed therein. 
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facilitates an escalating trend of dcccptive pl.actice within the U.S., which is curbed liiore 

effectively in European countries. 

A. 	 The Scope of the Guides Should Include Automotive and Furniture 
Upholstery Products 

As discussed above, Section 24.0(a) outlines the scope of the Guides, which does not 

currently include automotive or furniture upholstery products. The FTC adopted the Guides in 

1996 and consolidated portiolis of the Guides for the Luggage and Related Products Indust~y, the 

Guides for Shoe Content Labeling and Advertising, and the Guides for Ladies' I-Iandbag 

Industry. The Guides also included provisions from the Commission's Trade Regulation Rule 

Concerning Misbranding and Deception as to Leather Content of Waist ~ e l t s . "  The language of 

Section 24.0 reflects these additions. LIA believes the Guides should also cover automotive and 

furniture upholstery products, two critical types of products relevant to the leather industry. 

Automotive and furniture ~ipholstery leather represent a significant portion of the lcather 

industry, and the clcar majority of finished leather produced in thc United States. The inclusion 

of automobile and fu~niture upholstery leather in the Guides would reduce potential deception 

and confusion with respect to these products as well. 

B. 	 Define the Term "Top Grain" 

The term "Top Grain" appears in five sections of the Guides at least seven times, without 

appropriate explanation to provide guidance to industry." As the trade association for leather 

products, LIA is frequently called up011 to elaborate 011 the meaning of "Top Grain." LIA 

thro~~ghits Leather Research Laboratory has functioned as an arbitrator in several cases 

I *  

'' 	
Reque.~t,forPublic Cor~znzents,72 Fed. Reg. at 28,907. 

See 10 C.F.II. $9: 24.2(b)(1)-(2), 24.2(~)(1), 24.2(e)(l), 24.2(e)(3) 
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involving leather products marketed as "Top Grain" or "Full Grain" leather, although they bad 

been processed to remove and disguise blemishes and scars that prevent processing into this 

highest grade of leather. This is a consistent problem in the leather goods industry. 

The definition of "Top Grain" is identical to the definition of "Full Grain" leather 

promulgated by the Inter~~ational since the 1930s and adopted by the Co~incil of Tanners ("ICT") 

International Union of Leather Technologists and Chemists Societies ("IULTCS"). The 

International Organization for Standardization ("ISO") is conside~.ing adoption as well. 

Accordingly, LIA recommends that the Com~nission add a definition of "Top Grain" or "Full 

Grain" leather as "Leather bearing the original grain s~rrface as exposed by removal of the 

epidermis and with none of the surface removed by buffing, snuffing or sp~itting."'~ 

Any tcrm of significance used in the Guides should be defined. By adding the 

international definition of "Full Grain" leather to the Guides. the FTC will correct this 

inconsistency. 

C. The Guides Should Define "Corrected Grain Leather 

The need to define "Top Grain" or "Full Grain" leather automatically triggers a need to 

introduce and accurately define the term "Corrected Grain" leather. The ITC and IULTCS 

define "Corrected Grain" leather as "Leather from which the grain layer has been partially 

removed by buffing to a depth governed by the condition of the raw material and upon which a 

new surface has been built by various finishes." 'j 

14 See INTERNt\-rlONAL COUNCII, OF TANNERS'INTERNATIONAI.GLOSSARYOF LEATHER 
TERMS 27 (2d ed. 1975) (definition 103) (Attached as Exhibit 1). 
15 See Id. (definition 61) (Attached as Exhibit 2). I S 0  is considering adopting this 
definition as well 
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During their lives, cattle are subjected to a wide variety of skin lesions caused by various 

ectoparasites (biting flies, ticks, lice, etc), disease, and manure contamination. The result is 

damage to the grain surface of the leather that must be disguised by buffing away the scars, 

covering the abraded surface with a heavily pigmented paint ("finish"), and then embossing or 

printing an artificial grain pattern onto the surface. This "Corrected Grain" leather comprises the 

majority of leather produccd globally, and commands a lower price than "Top Grain" or "Full 

Grain" leather. 

To minimize the potential for consumer deception, LIA requests that the FTC incorporate 

a definition for "Corrected Grain" leather into the Guides. 

D. The Guides Should Define "Semi-Aniline" Leather 

The ITC and IULTCS define "Semi-Aniline" as "leather which has been aniline dyed or 

stained, incorporating a small quantity of pigment, not so much as to conceal the natural 

characteristics of the hidc."16 

An inadequate understanding of the terms "Correct Grain" leather and "Semi-Aniline" 

leather has resulted in many vendors incorrectly marketing their "Corrected Grain" leather as 

"Semi-Aniline," which misleads both retailers and consumers into believing that the leather is of 

a higher grade than warranted. LIA regularly examines leather described as "Semi-Aniline," but 

which actually is fully pigmented "Corrected Grain" leather, cleverly finished using a 

combination of differently colored coats in such a way that it bears the appearance of "Semi- 

l 6  See Id. (definition 220) (Attached as Exhibit 3). I S 0  is considering adopting this 
definition as well. 
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Aniline" leather." The misleading use of the tcrm "Corrected Grain" leather Sor products that 

are actually "Semi-Aniline" leather harms both industry and consumers. Thus, LIA rccoinmends 

the addition of a dcfinition of "Semi-Aniline" leather to provide guidance to industry. 

E. The Guides Should Define Leather That Has Been "Coated" or  
"Laminated," and "Leatherette," and Incorporate Correspoeding 
Disclosures 

Section 24.2 of the Guides outlines parameters for "Deception as to composition" in the 

representation of various types of leather. LIA believes the FTC sliould incorporate spccific 

definitions for the terms "Coated" or "Laminated" leather as well as "Leatherette" and to add 

disclosure requirements that address these terms within the Guides as well 

A finish comprising a pigmented polyurethane, acrylic resin, or other polymer-based 

paint protects the grain surface of most types of leather. Different types of leather have different 

finish thicknesses, depending on the desired aesthetics of the leather and the anticipated rigors of 

its intended use. Naturally, as the finish thickness increases, the balance of product 

characteristics shifts away from those of "natural" leather aiid more towards "plastic," with tlie 

finish becoming thicker at the expense of leather substance, and presenting a thicker physical 

barrier bctween the leather and the touch of its user. Often, the purpose of a very thick finish is 

to obscure the prescnce of an inherently low grade type of leather, such as "Split Leather" 

(leather with 110 grain layer) or leather with excessive grain damage. However, a carefully 

An analogous situation is tlie treatment of a wooden household deck with a stain labeled 
"semi-transparent" on the container. Such stains contain just enough pigment to provide 
protection against fading, but not enough to completely obscure the surface, allowing the natural 
beauty of the grain pattern to show through, while disguising minor defects aiid blemishes. 

17 
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formulated and embossed polymer may prevent the consumer fro111 deteilnining the true nature 

and quality of the underlying leather, resulting ill deception. 

A piece that starts as natural leather may be coated and processed to such an extent that it 

moves into another (less exclusive) category. Extensive measurements covering a wide range of 

leather types using microscopy at the Leather Research ~ a b o r a t o r ~ ' ~  have shown that lcather 

finishes are usually in the range of 0.005 to 0.l1nm thick. Finish thicknesses at the lower end of 

this range retain and promote the natural feel and appearance of leather made from inherently 

high quality, unblemished hides, but offer less physical protection. Finishes in the 0.050 to 

0.1mm range can offer an excellent compromise between aesthetics and the extremely high 

degree of toughness and durability demanded from automotive upholstery and other products 

that liiust be hard-wearing. As finish thickness increases above O.lmm, the leather takes 011 more 

character of the pigmented polymer that it has been coated with, and less leather character. 

Some regulations and standards, such as British Standard BS 2780, limit the term 

"leather" (without qualification) to leather that has a finish of 0.15mm or less.'' ~ l t h o u g h  a 

"bright line" that defines the difference between "leather" and lower quality products is 

inherently arbitrary, LIA agrees that this specific limit is reasonable in that it is 50 percent 

greater (0.15 mm vs. 0.10 mm) than the maximum finish thickness that LIA has encountered in 

I 8  LIA maintains a state-of-the-art Leather Research Laboratory at the University of 
Cincinnati. The laboratory was established over 80 years ago and specializes in leather tanning 
education and research and leather testing and defect analysis. The laboratory receives frequent 
requests to analyze articles or product samples that are marketed as "Leather," "Top Grain" 
leather, or with other similar claims. Among other things, these analyses assure consumers that 
they are purchasing genuine leather goods. See LIA I-Iome Page, I1ttp:1/www.leatl1erusa.org. 

BRITISH STANDARD'S GLOSSARYOF LEATHER TERMS 2780:1983, (definition 159) 
(Attached as Exhibit 4). 

19 

http:I1ttp:1/www.leatl1erusa.org
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leather products that look and behave in the manner expected of real Icather. This threshold is 

cominonly understood and accepted by most leather producers. 

A similar concern is raised with products marketed as "Leatherette." 'I'his term is 

inisleading and potentially deceptive to consumers a "Leatherette" product is not made from 

leather material at all. Rather, "Leatherette" is typically defined as a "a fabric made to look like 

leathernz0and "a material constructed of paper or cloth and finished to simulate the grain, color, 

and texture of eath her."^' However, because the tern1 includes the word "leathcr" within it, 

consumers may incorrectly believe that a "1,eatherette" product is coinprised to some degree of 

leather. 

LIA suggests that the FTC adopt the following internationally recognized definitions that 

serve to protect the term "leather" as pait of the Guides: 

"Leather" - "Hide or skin with its original fibrous structure more or less intact, 
tanned to be imputrescible. The hair or wool may or may not have been removed. 
It is also made from a hide or skin that has been split into layers or segmented 
either before or after tanning. If the leather has a surface coating, the mean 
thickness of this surface layer, however applied, has to be 0.15 mm or less. If the 
tanned hide or skin is disintegrated mechanically and/or chen~icallyinto fibrous 
particles, small pieces or powders and then, with or without the coinbination of a 
binding agent, is made into sheets or forms, such sheets or forms are not 
leather."22 " 

"Coated Leathcr" - defined as "A product where the surface coating applied to the 
leathcr substrate does not cxceed one-third of thc total thickness of the product, 
but is in excess of 0.151nm."~~ 

20 See http://www.thefreedictionary.comileatherette. 

See http://dictionary.reference.coin/browse/leat11erette. 
22 BRITISMSTANDARD'SGLOSSARYOF LEATHERTERMS, 2780:1983 (definition 159) 
(Attached as Exhibit 5). 
23  Id. (definition 56) (Attached as Exhibit 6). 
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"Laminated Leather" - defined (a) a composite of two or more layers of leather, or 
(b) a layer of leather and one or more layers of another sheet or film of plastics or 
some other material." The term should be applied to products that are excluded 
from the definition of "Leather" and "Coated Leather." The components should 
be identified according to the proportion they f o m ~of the total thickness, e.g. 
polyuretl~ai~elleatherlaininate, if the leather component accounts for less tl~ail50 
percent of the th i ck i~css .~~  

"Split Leather" - defined as "leather with no grain layer" 

"Leatherette" - defined as "a material constructed of paper cloth or synthetic 
material and finished to simulate the grain, color, and texture of leather" 

In addition, LIA encourages the FTC to supplement Section 24.2 of the Guides by 

incorporating the following disclosures for products marketed with thc foregoing labels: 

Section 24.2(e), "Misrepi-eserztatio~zthat product is wlzolly of a particular 
coiitposition," should include "Coated Leather" and "Laminated Leather" in its 
list of examples of products that are made principally of leather, but have certain 
non-leather parts that appear to be leathcr and which require disclosure to that 
effect. 

Section 24.2(a), "I~izitationor sir71t1lntedleather," should include "Leatherette (not 
leather)" in its list of examples of industry products made from non-leather 
material. 

F. The Guides Should More Specifically Define The Nature of "Bonded 
Leather" 

The Guides do not currently provide a precise definition for "Bonded Leather." Instead, 

Section 24.2(3)(f) merely states that "material in an industry product that contains ground, 

pulverized, shredded, reconstituted, or bonded leather and thus is not wholly the hide of an 

animal should not be represented, directly or by implication, as being leather." Although this 

24 1c1. (Attached as Exhibit 7). 
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statement prevents such material as being marketed as "leather," i t  only implies a vague 

definition for the terin "Bonded ~ e a t l ~ e r . ' ' ~ ~  

Some companies erroneously describe products as "Bonded Leather." LIA investigations 

have shown that the material involvcd is not "Bonded Leathcr" because more than 80 percent of 

its thickness eon~prises a synthetic material laminated from layers of coagulated polyurethane, 

synthetic woven textile, and synthetic non-woven matcrial. Such material is being described as 

"Bondcd Leathcr" because its underside has a minimal amount of leathcr fibers adhercd to it. 

That dcscription is incorrect because thc lcather fibers are not bonded to each other to f o m ~  an 

indepcudent, contilluous layer, but are mcrcly glued to the underside of an cntirely different, 

synthetic product. 

Furthennore, the extremely thin coating of leather fibers on the underside will always he 

entirely hidden when fabricated into an industry product, offering no utility and no aesthetic 

value. As the leather fibers do not constitute ally structural or otherwise integral part of the 

product, a manufacturer would likely include the minor amount of leather fibers in the material 

construction merely to give the appearance of leather when inspected from the underside and 

deceive consumers and other purchasers, aiding deceptive practice. An example of this problem 

is providcd as Exhibit 8.26 

The Commission would remedy this situation by including a definition for "Bonded 

Leather" in the Guides. For example, the IULTCS formally defines "Reconstituted (Bonded) 

25 When the Co~nniission issued the Guides, it included the provision to prevent deception 
through the misreprcscntation that reconstituted leather is "leather." It did not anticipate that 
vendors and retailers might try to market certain synthetic-based products as "Bonded Leather". 
24 T h ~ sphotograph depicts a physical analysis conducted by Leathcr Research Laboratory at 
University of Cincinnati. 
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Leather" as "Made by formiilg leather fragments and fibers into sheet material with the aid of 

adhesives, resins, etc." LIA requests that the FTC further refine this definition to explain that 

the product should be "Made by forming leather fragments and fibers into a single hon~ogenous 

sheet or roll with the aid of adhesives, resills or similar bonding agents." This would effectively 

define the essence of gcnuine "Bonded Leather," but clarify that the definition does not apply to 

an insubstantial coating of fibers on the underside of a non-leather material 

G. The Guides Should Define the Term "Chamois" and Incorporate FTC 
Advisory Opinion No. 1 

1. Background of the Term "Chamois" 

The term "Chamois" refers to oil-tanned leather made from split sheepskin fleshers, 

which display the same special characteristics as chamois antelope leather.27 Chamois Standard 

CS 99-1970 provides precise parameters for the material that can be considered "chamois" as to 

its physical and chemical characteristics. Standard CS 99-1970 states that "Chainois" is "made 

from undersplit of sheepskin or la~nbslciil,split before tanning."2s It defines the physical 

cl~aractcristicsof "Chan~ois" as having the median thickness of any skin, breaking strength, 

water absorption, water removed by wringing, and time of wetting that complies with the 

following standards: 

Median thickness miiliinurn - 1164 inch 

Breaking Strength Minimum - 30 pounds 

27 In the chamois manufacturing process, a sheepskin is first split to separate the outer skin 
layer from the inside ("flcshcr") layer. The flesher layer is then tanned using a special oil, 
namely, fish oil. 
28 SPONGE& CHAMOISINST[.I'UTE,CHAMO~SSTANDARD,CS 99-1970 $ 3 (Attached as 
Exhibit 9). 
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Water Absorption Minimum - 375 grains per 100 grams of conditioned 
leather 

Water Removed by Wringing Minimum - 200 granis per 100 grains of 
conditioned leather 

Time of Wetting Maximum - 30 secondsz9 

?'he cheiiiical characteristics of "Chamois" must also consist of the following standards 

on a moisture free basis: 

Total Ash -maximum 12 perccnt 

Iron and Alumi~iunias Fe203+ A1203maximum 1.5 percent 

Chromium as CR2O3-maximum 0.0 percent 

Free Foniialdchyde Acidity (pH) - niaximu~n0.05 percent30 

These physical and clieinical characteristics are tested in accordance with precise test methods 

set forth in Clianiois Standard CS 99-1970.~' To achieve these standards, chamois leather must 

be tanned using marine or similar oils. LIA recommends that tlie requirement for fish oil tanning 

from FTC Advisory Opinion No. 1 be included withill tlie definition of "Chamois" leather. 

Chamois is most often used to dry and shine polished surfaces, glass, and car bodywork. 

It provides unique properties of watcr absorption, shine, and easc of drying. This occurs because 

tlie fish oil tannage forms soaps within the open fibcr structurc of the sheepskin. Chamois is thc 

least abrasive drying material for any automobile surface. It is hardwearing and retains its 

performance even after kequcnt use. 

-
29 Icl. 5 4 (Attached as Exhibit 9). 
30 Id. 5 5 (Attached as Exhibit 9). 
31 Icl. 5 7 (Attached as Exhibit 9). 
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2. 	 Long-Time Consumer Association of "Chamois" With the Genuine 
Product 

For many decades, the term "chamois" has been limited to describe the unique split 

sheepsltin product described above. As in other situations where a particular product is 

especially valued in the marketplace for its unique properties and qualities, sellers have from 

time to time inarlteted inferior products by using the "chamois" label on them. IIowever, a 

combination of diligent and consistetit private and FTC enforceinent has minimized such 

misrepresentations. 

Enforcement against such misrepresentations goes back to at lcast 1935, if not ear~ier. '~ 

By 1964, after the enforcement history had provided multiple examples of deceptive use of the 

word "charnois," the FTC issued an advisory opinion, "FTC Advisory Opinion No. I," warning 

producers of imitation chamois products not to mislabel their goods. Since 1964, FTC Advisory 

Opinion No. 1 has informed producers and consumers alike that "chamois" products are limited 

to those made "(a) from the skin of the Alpine antelope, commonly known and referred to as 

Chamois, or (b) kom the sheepskin fleshers which have been oil-tanned after removal of the 

grain layer."33 Although Alpine antelope is no longer used in practical circumstances, the rest of 

this definition remains true today. 

See 117 re lrCier7tzfi~ SIzanzey Co., 21 F.T.C. 268 (1935); In re Joseph H. Selil, trading ils 
Seld Leather Co., 24 F.T.C. 1237 (1 937); 111 Re Wariy Neivert, trailing as Pigro Chanzois Co., 25 
F.T.C. 929 (1937); 117 re Canadian Charnois & Leather Corp., 28 F.T.C. 1457 (1939); In re 
Atlantic Sporzge & Ch(11t~oisCorpor*atio17,52 F.T.C. 500 (1955); In re Glove City Chaii2ois Co., 
53 F.T.C. 112 (1956). 
" FTC Advisory Opinion No. I, 66 F.T.C. 1593 (1964) (Attached as Exhibit 10). 

32 



34 
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3. Misuse of "Chamois" and Modern Enforcement Actions 

The FTC definition of "chamois" protects consumers by ensuring that they arc not misled 

to purchase inferior products that lack the special and unique properties of thc split sheepskin 

product. Although most producers and sellers do respect this need, some producers have 

inisrepresented their products, passing off inferior synthetic or goatskin products as if they were 

genuine cliamois. Members of the law-abiding chamois industry, and the industry trade 

association, The Sponge & Chamois Institute, IIIC., have continued to take action, successf~~lly, 

against such ~llisrepresentations. 

Several court cases against parties that have misrepresented non-chamois products as 

"chamois" have been resolved with decrees prohibiting such practice^.'^ Additionally, several 

actions in the National Advertising Division of the U.S. Council of Better Business Bureaus have 

been resolved with users of the word "chaniois" or its equivalent for non-genuine chamois 

products voluntarily discontinuing such use." 

Between 1965 and 1989, the ltey proscriptive portion of FTC Advisory Opinion No. 1 

was published in the Code of Federal Regulations ("CFR").'~ 1n 1989, this section was removed 

See, e .g ,  S. M .4~1zolrl, IIC. v. Uilion Cavhirle Covp., No. 78-1 143-C (I) (E.D. Mo. 
Stipulated Judgment Sept. 3, 1980); Schroerle~?& Trenzoy~ze, Ilzc. v. Max Rittenhnuin, Inc., No. 
88-0698-C-A (E.D. Mo. Consent Judgnlent Dec. 16, 1988); Sponge & Clzunzois Irzst., I~zc, v. 
BIoch/New E~tglnrzd, Inc., No. 98 CV 1426 (E.D.N.Y. Final Order June 29, 1999); Sponge & 

''Clzrmzois Inst. v. Nr~tion/Ruskin, Irzc. No. 00-348 GPM (S.D. 111. Consent Judgment Oct. 6,2000). 

E.I. DWPOIZ~ & Co. (NAD Feb. 20, 1998); P l a i d E ~ ~ t e ~ ~ v i s e s ,N ~ ~ Z O Z I T S  hzc. (NAD July 26, 
2000).'' See Former 16 CFR $ 15.1, originally published at 30 Fed. Reg. 14,201 (Attached as 
Exhibit 11). 
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from the published CFR volulnes for space reasons, although the FTC made clear at the time that 

the action did not mean that the section was revoked or resci~lded.~' 

In recent years, sollie manufaclurers and distributors have increasingly mislabeled their 

products as "chamois" when these products do not meet the definition set forth in FTC Advisory 

Opinion No. 1 or other industry standards. For example, some importers of Chinese products 

have used goatskin instead of sheepskin and dyed their products so that they more closely 

resemble the distinctive beige or yellow color of a genuine chamois. As a result, some 

consumers have been deceived into purchasing fake chamois products that not only lack the 

desirable qualities of genuine chamois, but actually damage their automobiles, 

4. 	 Need for Continued Protection; Consumer Harm From 
Mischaracterization of Fake Chamois Products 

The products most often falsely labeled as "chamois" - synthetic products, and products 

made from goatskin or other non-sheepskin flesher leather - do not substitute for genuine 

chamois. While some of the fake products have water-absorbency properties similar to genuine 

chamois, all of them have significant harmful side properties as well. 

a. Dyed products may discolor rather than clean. 

Genuine chamois is a natural product that contains no dye. Its coloration is due entircly 

to the natural leather and the effect of the fish-oil tanning. Genuine chamois does not give off 

dye or any other impurities. Rather, because of the open fiber nature of the sheepskin and the 

soft and highly absorbent nature of the fish-oil-tanned fibers, a chamois will absorb and hold dirt 

and dust particles and prevent them from scraping or effecting the surface that is being cleaned. 

Dyed products are f~inctionally quite different. Once a dyed product bccomes wet, the moisture 

" See 54 Fed. Reg. 26,187 (1989) 
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releases the dyc, allowing that dye to Leach out from the product. In normal use in cleaning and 

drying an automobile, this means that the dye will leach out onto thc surface of the automobile, 

or the hands of the consumer. 

b. 	 Products made of synthetics or tough goatsltin rather than open- 
weave sheepslcin may scratch surfaces rather than absorb dirt. 

Slicepskin and goatskin have significantly different characteristics. Sheepskin is soft and 

features an open weave pattern, one particularly well suited to the chamois functionality of 

absorbing dirt and grime without causing scratching on a surface being cleaned. Goatskin, by 

contrast, is tough and tightly woven. Accordingly, even if goatskin were ta~nied in the manner of 

a chamois, one would not expect it to have similar properties, particnlarly with respect to 

absorbency, smoothness, and ability to absorb dirt and grime particles without scratching the 

surface. Because of its natural toughness and tightly woven structure, goatskin will not perfonn 

in the same manner as a chamois, even with respect to an inner split that is tanned in the manner 

of a chamois. Similarly, synthetic products designed for high water absorbency properties have 

surface areas much different from naturally occurring sheepskin fleshers, making them far more 

lilcely than genuine chamois to scratch and damage smooth surfaces. 

c. 	 Improper Formaldehyde Content 

Recent analysis of Chinese goatskin products labeled as "chamois" indicates a very high 

formaldehyde content in the products. Genuine chamois standards prohibit use of formaldehyde 

in the tanning process. It is likely that the Chinese products were tanned with formaldehyde and 

thus do not colilply with U.S. standards, which specify a tannage of marine or fish oil. Many 

companies have irnposed threshold values for formaldehyde content in leather -- e.g., Nike 75 

ppm; Adidas 150 ppm; Puma 300 p p n ~  and the EU Ecolabel for footwear, 150 ppm. The 
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Netherlands maintains a statutory limit o f  120 ppm and Japan has a statutory limit o f  75 ppm. 

Independent laboratory analysis obtained by one LIA member colnpany o f  "cl~amois" samples o f  

Chinese origin found fo~~naldehyde Consumerscontent ranging from 570 ppn1 to 942 ppm. 

accustomed to genuine chamois products will not expect such high-formaldehyde content in 

products labeled as "chamois." 

For these reasons, the misleading use o f  the term "chamois" can deceive consumers and 

cause damage lo their automobiles and other personal property. Adopting the definition o f  

"Chamois" found in Chamois Standard C S  99-1970 and restating the FTC's position from 

Advisory Opinion No. 1 will help prevent consumer deception by providing specific guidance to 

industry as to the mischaracterization of  chamois products. As the FTC stated in FTC Advisory 

Opinion No. I ,  a purchaser i s  "entitled to believe that the particular product sold under that name 

is in fact a charnois as it is understood in the industry."'* 

1V. Conclusion 

LIA believes that the Guides provide a necessary and important framework for members 

o f  industry that market various types o f  leather goods. The FTC should preserve these Guides to 

help limit deceptive practices that will harm members o f  industry and consumers. The 

incorporation o f  the aforementioned additions would further serve this purpose and alleviate any 

confusion about unidentified or undefined tenns in the Guides. 

* * * 

'' FTC Advisory Opinion No. 1 ,  66 F.T.C. 1593 (1964). 
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I appreciate the opportunity to comment on these important Guides. If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact me at 202.342.8514 or jwittenborn@kcIleydrye.com. 

R-lly submitted by: 

John L. Wittellborn 
President of the Leather Industries of America 

http:jwittenborn@kcIleydrye.com
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No. Term 

154 k i p  

lambskin 

laminated l ea the r  

l a r r i g a n  l ea the r  

latigo l e a t h e r  

l ea the r  

l evan t  

levelled b e n d  

lif t ing l ea the r  

l imed r a w h i d e  


l in ing  
l in ing l ea the r  

Defini t ion 

a) Light raw hide from a grass-fed, immature bovine animal of 
European or American origin. 

b) Pre-tanned hide from a small mature bovine animal (other than 

buffalo) of Asian or possibly African origin, vegetable tanned. 

NOTE When tanned in the Indian sub-continent, it  is known as"East India tanned 

kip" or briefly as "El kip". 

c) Finished leather made from a) or b), or from African hides tanned 
by any means. 
d) In the chamois trade. A pack of 30 chamois leathers, usually cut 
to shape. 
a) The untanned outer covering of a young ovine animal before 
removal of the wool or hair. 
b) Leather made from the skin of a young wool sheep and still 
bearing the original wool. 
NOTE 1 See also 14 and 305. 

NOTE 2 Use of the term 'lambskin" to mean a combination of a. pile fabric with 

leather (grain or suede) made from the skin of a lamb is incorrect. 


a) A composite of two or more layers of leather. 

b) A composite of a layer of leather and one or more layers of 

another sheet or film of plastics or other material. 

NOTE The term is applied to products that  are excluded from the definitions of 

leather (see 159) and coated leather (see 56). Tho components should be identified 

according to the proportion thcy form of the  total thickness, e.g. leathe~~lpolyurethane 

laminate if the leather component exceeds 50 %. 


North America. Oil-tanned hide leather, used largely for moccasins 

(see 186). 

North America. Cattle-hide leather tanned with a combination of 

alum and gambler, used for cinches, ties, saddle strings and other 

saddlery work and for army accoutrements. 

Hide or skin with its original fibrous structure more or less intact, 

tanned to be imputrescible. The hair or wool may or may not have 

been removed. I t  is also made from a hide or skin that has been 

split into layers or segmented either before or after tanning. 

NOTE 1 If tho leather has  n surface coating, tho mean thickness of this surface 
layer, howover applied, has  to be 0.15 mm or  loss. See 5G, 156, 189, 190 and 191. 

NOTE 2 If the tanned hide or skin is disintegrated mechanically andior chemically 

into fibrous particles, small pieces or powders and then, with or without the 

combinationof n binding agent, is made into sheets or forms, such sheets or forms are 

not leather. 


Leather with a characteristic drawn-grain pattern, produced 
originally by a n  astringent tannage, but nowadays by hand or 
machine boarding on vegetable or semi-chrome goatskin and 
sheepskin or vegetable-tanned sealskin. 
NOTE When the pattern is produced by embossing, i t  is  known as "levant grain". 

Sole leather bend that has been split or shaved to give a n  even 

substance over the  area of the finished bend. I t  is more flexible than 

a manufacturing bend (see 167). 

Leather used for the slices (lifts) from which heels are built. 

A translucent or opaque material made from cattle hide by drying 

the limed hide, after removal of the hair and flesh, without anplying 

any tanning process. 

See 98. 

Leather used for the linings of shoes, handbags, etc. 




EXHIBIT 




BRITISH STANDARD 

Glossary of 

Leather terms 


UDC 001.4:675 I 

NO COPYLNG WITHOUT BSI PEBDnSSION EXCEPT AS PER-D BY COPPRIGHT LAW 

e 
II 
Ea 
Em 



No. Term 	 Defini t ion 

154 k i p  	 a) Light raw hide from a grass-fed, immature bovine animal of 
1':uropean or American origin. 

b) I're-tanned hide from a small mature bovine animal (other than 

buffalo) of Asian or possibly African origin, vegetable tanned. 

NOTE When tvnncd in the Indian sub-continent, it  isknown a s E a s t  Inrliii tanned 

kip" or briefly as  "61kip". 

c) Finished leather made from a) orb), or from African hides tanned 
by any means. 
d) In the chamois trade. A pack of 30 chamois leathers, usually cut 
to shape. 

155 lambslcin 	 a) The untanned outer covering of a young oviue animal before 
removal of the wool or hair. 
b) Leather made from the skin of a young wool sheep and still 
bearing the original wool. 
NOTE 1 Scc also 14 and 305. 

NOTE 2 Use of the tcrm "lambsliin" to incan a eombini~tionof a pile fabric with 
leatlrer (grain or sucdc) made from the skin of a lamb is inerirrect. 

156 l amina ted  l ea the r  a) A composite of two or more layers of leather. 
b) A composite of a layer of leather and one or more layers of 
another sheet or film of plastics or other material. 
NOTE Thc term is applied to products lhiit arc excludcd from the definitions of 
Icsthcr (see 169) and coated leather (sco SG). Thc compoiicnts shoiild hc idcntifierl 
accordins to thc proportion they form of the total tliickness, cg.  leatlieripolyurctbanc 
laniinate if thc lenther coniponent exceeds 50 %. 

157 la r r igan  l ea the r  	 North America. Oil-tanned hide leather, used largely for moccasins 
(see 186). 

158 latigo l ea the r  	 North America. Cattle-hide leather tanned with a combination of 
alum and gambler, used for cinches, ties, saddle strings and other 
saddlery worlc and for army accoutrements. 

159 l ea the r  	 Hide or skin with i ts  original fibrous structure more or less intact, 
tanned to be imputrescible. The hair or wool may or may not have 
been removed. I t  is also made from a hide or skin that  has been 
split into layers or segmented either before or after tanning. 
NOTE 1 If tlie leutber has a sitrface coating, the mean thickness of this wrfacc 
layer, liowevcr applied, has to he 0.15 nini or lcss. Sec 56. 15G, 189, 190 and 191 
NOTE 2 If thc tanned bide or skin is disintegrated nicchanicillly nndior chcmiciilly 
into fibroris particles, small pieces or powders and thet,, with or without the 
combination of n binding agent, is made into slieots or forms, such sheets or h r m s  isre 

~ -

not lenther. 


160 l evan t  Leather with a characteristic drawn-grain pattern, produced 

originally by an astringent tannage, but nowadays by hand or 

machine boarding on vegetable or semi-chrome goatskin and 

sheepskin or vegetable-tanned sealskin. 

NOTE When the pattcrn is prodoccd by embossing, it  is known as "levant groin". 


161 levelled b e n d  	 Sole leather bend that  has been split or shaved to give an even 
substance over the area of the finished bend. It is more flexible than 
a manufacturing bend (see 167). 

162 l if t ing l ea the r  Leather used for the slices (lifts) from which heels are built. 

163 l imed r a w h i d e  A translucent or opaque material made from cattle hide by drying 
the limed hide, after removal of the hair and flesh, without applying 
any tanning process. 

164 l in ing See 98. 
165 lining l ea the r  Leather used for the linings of shoes, handbags, etc. 
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No. 

50 

51 

Torm 

cheek  

chevre t t e  

chrome re-tan 

c h r o m e  t a n n e d  

c loak h i d e  

coach h i d e  

coated l ea the r  

collar back 

combinat ion oil 

combinat ion t a n n e d  

combing l ea the r  

condenser  r u b b i n g  
l ea the r  

Definition 

a) The portion of a cattle hide covering one side of the head. 
NOTE See Figuic 2. 

b) Leather made from a). 
a) Leather made from the skin of a young goat that is being, or has 
recently been, weaned, or hom the sltin of an immature goat. 
b) In the gloving trade. Lightweight goatskin or heavy kid leather. 
c) Traditionally. Hatband leathers made from skivers (see 137). 
NOTE This usagc arose because a fernier method of finishing was eonsidercd to 
impart a "goat f in i sh  to the leathcr. 

Leather that has been first chrome tanned throughout its thickness 
and subsequently further treated or tanned with vegetable andlor 
synthetic tanning agents andior resin filling materials andior 
mineral salts (see 59), these agents penetrating notably, but not 
necessarily completely, into the interior. 
Leather tanned either solely with chromium salts or with 
chromium salts together with quite small amounts of some other 
tanning agent used merely to assist the chrome tanning process, 
and not in sufficient amount to alter the essential chrome-tanned 
character of the leather. 
Flexible leather, embossed with a grain pattern, made from 
vegetable-tanned split cattle hidc of suitable thickness and c~irried 
to contain sufficient grease to render i t  suitable for saddlery and 
military equipment. 
Matt-finished, dyed, full-grain, boarded, vegetable-tanned leather 
made from cattle hidc. The highest grades arc simply aniline dyed; 
others may bear a small quantity of pigment but not so much as to 
conceal the natural characteristics of the hide. 

NOTF: In spitc of the uso of the word "coach" this lcather is norniolly uscd for 

leather goods, siich as bandbags and travel goods. 


A product where the surface coating applied to the leather 

substrate does not exceed one-third of the total thickness of the 

product, but is in excess of 0.15 mm. 

NOTE IF the surface appcaranee is shiny, thc tern, "patent coated Ieathel."is 

perniissibls (see 189). 


Harness leather (see 136), in the form of a hack of good selection, 

having a thickness of 4 mm to 5 mm and usually vegetable tanned 

and curried. 

A tannage in which the skin is tanned with formaldehyde or other 

suitable aldehyde and also treated by the oil process. 

NOTE See 49. 


Leather tanned by two or more tanning agents, e.g. chrome 

followed by vegetable (chrome re-tan), vegetable followed by chrome 

(semi-chrome) or formaldehyde followed by oil (combination). 

Strong, resilient, curried butt leather, free from permanent stretch, 

made into endless belts and used on machines for combing wool. It 

is chrome tanned (green) or combination tanned (brown). 

Back or butt leather, vegetable or chrome tanned, subsequently 

dressed to give medium flexibility and resilience with freedom from 

stretch or shrinkage, for use on carding machines in the woollen 

industry. 

NOTE This is not to 1,c eonfiisc~iivitb tlic term "condenser tape leather" (see 62). 
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No. Term 

154 k i p  

lambskin 

l amina ted  l ea the r  

l a r r i g a n  l ea the r  

la t igo l ea the r  

l ea the r  

l evan t  

levelled b e n d  

lif t ing l ea the r  
l imed r a w h i d e  

l in ing  
l in ing l ea the r  

Defini t ion 

a) Light raw hide from a grass-fed, immature bovine animal of 

European or American origin. 

b) Pre-tanned hide from a small mature bovine animal (other than 

buffalo) of Asian or possibly African origin, vegetable tanned. 

NOTE When tanncd in the lndiansub-continent, it  is known as "East India tanned 

kip" or briofly as "El kip". 


c) Finished leather made from a) or b), or from African hides tanned 

by any means. 

d) In the chamois trade. A pack of 30 chamois leathers, usually cut 

to shape. 

a) The untanned outer covering of a young ovine animal before 

removal of the wool or hair. 

b) Leather made from the skin of a young wool sheep and still 

bearing the original wool. 

NOTE 1 See also 14 and 305. 


NOTE 2 Use of the krm 'lambskin" to mean a combination of a pile fabric with 

leathcr (grain or suede) mado from the skin of a Iamh is incorrect. 


a) A composite of two or more layers of leather. 

b) A composite of a layer of leather and one or more layers of 

another sheet or film of plastics or other material. 

NOTE The term is applied to products tha t  are excluded from the definitions of 

leather (so* 159) and coated loather (see 56). Tho components should he identified 

according to the proportion they form ofthe total thickness, 0.8.leatheripolyurethano 

laminate if the leathcr component cveoeds 50 %. 


North America. Oil-tanned hide leather, used largely for moccasins 

(see 186). 

North America. Cattle-hide leather tanned with a combination of 

alum and gambler, used for cinches, ties, saddle strings and other 

saddlery work and for army accoutrements. 

Hide or skin with its original fibrous structure more or less intact, 

tanned to be imputrescible. The hair or wool may or may not have 

been removed. I t  i s  also made from a hide or skin that  has been 

split into layers or segmented either before or after tanning. 

NOTE 1 If tho leather has a surface coating, the mean thickness of this surface 
layer, however applied, has  to he 0.15 mm or loss. See 56, 156. 189, 190 snd 191. 
NOTE 2 If the tanned hide or skin is disintegrated mcchanieslly andlor chemically 
into fibrous particles, small pioces or powders and thcn, with or without the 
combinationof a binding agent, is  made into shoots or forms, such sheets or farms are 
not leather. 

Leather with a characteristic drawn-grain pattern, produced 

originally by an astringent tannage, but nowadays by hand or 

machine boarding on vegetable or semi-chrome goatskin and 

sheepskin or vegetable-tanned sealskin. 

NOTE Whon the pattern is produced by ernbossin& i t  is  known as '"levant grain". 

Sole leather bend that  has been split or shaved to give a n  even 
substance over the area of the finished bend. I t  is more flexible than 
a manufacturing bend (see 167). 
Leather used for the slices (lifts) from which heels are built. 

,\ tr:inilucenr or upuquc mdtcrlnl ma lc r'rotn c.ltrlv Lid' hy  drying 

the Ilmcd I l i d ~ ,  ~ f r v rrcnlo\,:il df thtt 1i;iir ; ~ n d  fl,%h, wirl.our applring 

any tanning process. 

See 98. 

Leather used for the linings of shoes, handbags, etc. 
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1. Scope: 
This S l a ~ d a l dCovers the charactariSlics ior 
genuine chamovr, mede l iom sheepskil, or 
iambsk8n l ie~hers fish-oii fanned 

2.1 	 his Standard is not intended to establish 
grades or quality dillerentiations of genuihe 
chamois. it ' iss~40ilioaiiy intenaed to aeline 
{he general khaisctei ist i~s atid pertoimance 
~haiaoteristics 01 the genuin+.chamnis skin 
as a basis of identilication only, without io-
gard Insi2e:or cbntiguiatioti. It is lor wiioie 
'%kin$or any ci i i  paftsinr derived lhetetiom, 
and not forpieced skins. 

2.2 	The General Ch8acteiistics in Sociion 3. 
Physical Characteristics in Section 6, and 
Chemioal Characleiisli~s i n  Sectiqll 5 are 
such as .may be .met by any co i i e~ i i y  oil 
tanned ohamois. 

2.5 	11 is spediicaiiy intended >hat co'npliance 
wilh.ihis Stiindaid shali not be claimed. ietei- 
e k e d ,  or. in fact, be redognized. t o i a n y  
products meeting only panr0f:Ihe combinad 
cnaraclensscsiosecsons 3.4and 5. Role* 
ence ot:&m6fiance. to paiis o i  Sections ot 
this Standard Shali only be mads, when the 
rf.atemeni of parl id compliance i s  accam- 
panied'bya speciiic Btiumeratibn ofthe num- 
bered Sections p i  the Standard lor which 
cornpiisnee is nat, or cahnot tie claimed. 

, General Chaiaoteristics: 
3 1  MATERIAL. chamois sile11 be +ds :iom 

"oderiptit of sheepskin, or lambskin, spiit 
before lannjng. 

3.2 TANNAGE. Chamoiscoveiedby LisStandard 
shaii be full fish oil-tanned so as to produce 
a soft abScrbetit material. No cbrnbinalion 
processes of tanning, utilizing cod or oihei 
ails in inixlure with sidnilicnnl smounls of. 
othcilanning agenls. as described in:Tabie ii. 
chemicsl characteristics, shaii be permitted. 

3.3 	FINISH. Chamois shall be suede finished on 
one or both sides. 

3.4 	COLOR..~hamoii shali Be <he -natural caioi 
qb18i"d drop bil tannage. i trhati  not besub-
iscted la any torm o[ chemical hieaching or 
dyeing. 



- - 3 5  DIMENSIONS~ ~ 	 ~ ~ 

'>I 	 rr?, rr  hl I L1 Cnirnos in  III s SIZ~~>SMJ 
s~ 111 p?lll.,tl ct.8 sh 15. :IOCLCI--,~?PCI:L i  an, 
cor4(; . ia~ on o~:: ' r i~uf,on, inr or Q na' ;* n 
slier tanntng 
3 5 2 Ebthei extreme dimensions o l  overall 
lenolh and width or square area ere recog-
nized as an accop1ed.lndostly PraCilCe of 
determininu sbze 

4. 	P h y s i c a l  Characteristics: 

T V  ncd  s, 3" c l  ,esi 01 8")  Sk I .  bresi.."? 

5trengll8.Wv!dr BLSO.pI:JT OSil:r l e n l % P I 'I!, 

*r,"g,llJ *!Id 1:mc ,,I *r:, ng S.81, me.,, 1, c 

uh J C S  spec1120 n Tobc I sno sh,l o i  a?. 
cord rg 10 10~1s.spec 1 cd n wlaqrnbl : 

TABLE I PHYSICALCHARACTBRISTICS 

Mcdlan Breakmg vdster WnterRcmoued Timeof 
th,aknerr Stiedglh Absorption bywrlnglng Wanlng 
~ i n ~ m u r n~,n,murn Mcnbmum Mlnxmum ~axlmum 

i lbd inch 30pOUVdS 375gram%Per 20091em~per 30 reomds 
iWgramr of imgramr 01 
cbndiilmed Eohdllioned 

leather lcalhor 

6 1 RLPAIRCD SKINS. Sk.ns wllicl in;lvr bce'i re 
pxt.eo 01 sctv.rg w l l  b e  cor,s;or'rcd as in 
coi lpl  ance a,!" 135 Sianuvrd .I the cb,n.c, i  
YWO otner~.sc weeli  oil requlremen!s cl to .. 
?,.",,,.A - "  """ 

5. 	 Chemical Characteristics: 

TAELE I 1  CHEMICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Chsra~tei$~t~r Maxcmum Minimum
'Molbl~lelleebZSls 

6. Marking: 
6.3 	~ a c h  skin shell oarw the identifying mark, 

nameor trademark01the distribulor. or olhel 
pirsdn eoterins i h e  Skin into Gommarce for 
purposes ot retail sale. 

6.2 	Complilnde wllh this Standard does not give 
any righl to use the regislerod trademark of 
IheSpongearid Chamois Instilui@forGenuine 
Chamois except where specific license for 
such use is in etfect. 

methods of the k e i i c a n  Leather Chemists 
Assocsatmn c/o Universjtv of Cincmnstl  

Charscteilst8o Paragraph TesIMethod 
No 


Ftoish 3 3  v8suaI inspectcon 

Chemical 
Charaatenstics 
peiTablel1 56 (See appendix Bl 

8. 	 Reference Documents: 
The istest tssuos of the folloalng 

I)  Federal SpectCcstlons 
KK-L3H. Leather. Melhods 01 Snmpllng end 
Tesling KK-G-SOb, Chamols. Leather, Sheep- 
skin. Oil-Tanned 


21 P ~ b l l ~ h e d 
method5 ol the American Leather 
ChemrStSA~oC$afiOn 

3) L~cehse Agreement for the Chamols Mark 01 
the Sponge and Chamois lnsllluta 



APPENDIX 
I. Test Methods 

(a) 'Physi6al ~hsteclel ir l ics (see Sticlion 7.0) 
-I)Median thicknesf: Thickness shaii be determined by the 

avetage oi'liva,measuremcntStakehan equal-dinlanccalong the iength 
dimengion, in accordance-iuilh appiicabls poilions 01 Method 7011 ot 
Pedderai ~ps~i~ ioat io6KKX~-3l l ,a  (January 19. 1953). 

i)Breaking strenglh. Shall be determine8 in accordance with 
Method, 2031.1 ,m Fe(letai Specilioalion KK-L-311a. Amendment 4, Par1 3 
(November% 196'2). 

9) Wateiabsoiptlon.Waler removedby Wiingiog shill be deter-
mined i t i  atd0tdanc.d wilh paragraph 43,1 of Federal Spocilicalion 
UK-C-3wc.(June .fa, 196$). 

4j Time 01 wetting, Shali b9 6itermi"e .in aocoidance with 
paragraph'4.33 of Fe'deTaj-SpeQiication KK-C-300c (June 13. 1969). 

(b) :ChemicalCharacteristics (seeSection 7.0) 
1 j  Total ash. Shaii bedeteimlncd in accordance with Method 

6421 01 Feder~iSpecifiCetlon KK-L.311~ (January i9, 1959). 
2) Iron dnd AIU$inU~,Shdl be determined in accordance with 

Melhad.6531 d Bderai Specitication KK-LSlla (Janudry 19. 19%). 
s)chromic oxide. Shali b e  determined in  accordance with 

Melhod6S21 61 Fkdkial Specilication KK-L.311a (January 19. 1953) and 
foqno>e4 of Table 2, paiagrspn4.0 of Federal Spcoitication KK-C300c 
(Junei3.1969). 

4) :Free fofm?tde>yde. Shall be in accordance with paiagraph 
4.3>4'01 Federal Specifbaliao KKC-300c (June 13. 1969). 

5) .Aoidity (pHj  Shall be determined in  accordance wilh Test 
Meihotl 6621 df,Federal Specitidation KK-L-3ila (January 19, 1953). 
11. Tesiing Lot 

Feicomptiance determination purposes, tesling shali require 
submission o i  nq less ihan six skins selected a1 random. 
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JULY 1, 1964, TO DECEMBER, 31, 1964 
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PUBLISHED BY THE COMM~SSION -




ADVISORY OPINION DIGESTS* 

No. 1. Use of the word "chamois." 
The Commission was requested to express an opinion concermng tne 

legality of describing unsplit sheepskin as "Chamois-like Sheepskin" 
or LLCha~nois-.type Sheepslijn" on the basis, it is claimed, that the 
product looks and feels like chamois leat,her, and possesses the same 
qualities as the genuine product. 

This problem has been before the Commission in different fonns on 
several occasions. I n  each instance the Commission has taken the posi- 
tion that i t  will prohibit the branding or labeling of leather products 
as L'Chamois," "Chamois Type" or "Chamois Lilte" unless such prod- 
ucts are made (a) from the skin of the Alpine antelope, commonly 
known and referred to @,s CCllamois, or (h) from sheepsk'in flcshers 
which have been oil-tanned after removal of the grain layer. 

Tho word "c.hamois3' has its origin in the common name of a small 
goat-like Alpine antelope wllose skin was made into a soft, pliable 
leather used in the manufacture of gloves, and for polishing such 
articles as glass, jewelry, fine metals and wood. It possessed the addi- 
tional feature of absorbing water readily and returning, when dry, 
to its original state of softness and pliability. The animal became vir- 
tually extinct for commercial purposes &bout 1890 and since that time 
the word acquired a secondary meaning after being widely us9,d com- 
mercially to designate certain leathers produced from split sheepskin 

The necessity for splitting sheepskin is to remove the impervious 
gmin layer so as to make the underside more receptive to tanning. 
Since the two layws do not react a t  the same rate, should 'ul amount 
of the grain layer remain the slrin will not stretch unifonnly .md will 
cventually rip and crumble. In  any event, irrespective of the relative 
merits of the many processes which may be employed to produce the 
leathqr, the fact remains that the grain layer must be separated from 
the sheepsltin flesher .in order that an acceptable chamois will result. 
This requirement the requesting party's product does not fulfill. 

'In conformity wlth policy of the Commlssloo, ndvlsory oplnlons are eonfidentlal and 
are not avnilnble to the gliblle, only dlgests of od~lsoryoplnions nre of public record. 
Dlgests of advisory opinions %recurrently published in the Federn1 Ueglster. 
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The claim that the subject .product is equal in all respects to genuiile 
chamois is not true. since thc nrain laver has not been removed. Tlin 

to get when i t  purclchaes cllamois even though the choice m,zv be dic- 

I 
To the same effect see Renton Annavncenwnts, inc. v. P.T.C., 130 
P.2d 254. 

The question posed herein is mhet,her the word chamois might 'be a 
permissible desigxltiun for the s&ject product if qualifying terms 
as "like" or "typo" were added. Use of the word in any manner is a 

experiencs. Althougl~ the o-rdinaly pu~Tcllaser may -not know ;low 
chamois 1s made. he is entitled to believe that the oarticular nroduet I I 


truth about t%e product \vithout resort to specialized information. hlI I'

other words. the caoacitv and tendencv to deceive tirrou9-l1 any other 

to mean nothing l a  than thoseleathor made from the skin 
of the Alpine antolope or from tile fleshers .of sheepskin which have 
been oil-tanned after removal of the grain layer and that any other 
use of the word, whether or not modified by qualifying language, to 
describe leather made by otlrer or incomplete processes would serve 
only to dilute its accepted meaning and would not be in the general 
public intomt. Consequently, to label the subject product in tlle man- 
ner contemplated would ,be a deceptive practice and subject the 

No. 2. Toy catalog advertising payments. 

and has no connection whatever with any toy manufacturer o r  toy 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

in connection with the o5erlnc for sole, 
sale, or distribution of a w  merchanrlise 
in commerce. as "cdnmlcrce" is defined 
in the ~ e d e n i l  Trade Commission Act, do 
forthwithcease anddesist from: 

1. Supplsingto or Placing in the hands 
of others. ~ u s h  cards or aw other device 
designedor intended to be used in the 
sale or distrrblltion of mercbandue to the 
nubllc br means of a anme of chance. prift 
kntemriseTlottelu scheme, chanc6.-or 
gamixis device. 

2. SeU~ng or otherwise disposing of 
any merchandise by means of a game
of chance. gift enterprise, lottery scheme, 
chance, or~gaming deviee. 

It  is further ordered, That the initial 
decision of the hearing examiner. as 
modified, be, and it her& is, adopted 
as the decision of the Commission. 

I t  i s  jurtlrer ordered, That respondents 
shall. withln sixtv (60) days after service 
UP& them of ti& orde< flle with the 
Commirrlon a report, in wntln?, sethng 
forth in detarl the manner and form in 
wbich thev have eom~liea w ~ t h  the order 
to cease ahd desist cdntained herein. 

Issued: July 8,1965. 
C S E A L ~  . W.Sam,JOSEPH 

Secretary. 
[FR.DOC. 65-12118: W e d ,  Nov. 10, 1965; 

8:46 s.m.1 

PART 15-ADMINISTRATIVE 
OPINIONS AND RULINGS 

Use of the Word "Chamois" 
6- 15.1 Useof theword "dtnmois." 

Am use of the word "chamois" in con- 
junetlon with a product not made from 
(a).the skin of the Alpine antelope or (b) 
sheeosm flesbers which have becn oU- 
tanied after removal of the grain Iayer is 
unlawful and a deceptive act or practiee 
ineommerce. 
(38 6ht.711.88 amended; 15US.C. 41-58) 

The Commission was requested to ex-
press an opinion concerning the legality 
of describim unsplit sheepskin a. 
'Chamois-We SheepsIrin" or "Chamois- 
h e  Sheepskin" on the basis, it is 
claimed, that the product looks and feels 

like chamois leather, and possesses the 
same qualities as the genuine product. 
. ThisDrobIemhas been before the Com- 

la to remove the impckious grain ieyer 
so RS ta make the underside more recep- 
tive to tannins. Slnce the two lnvers do 
not react at ;he same rate, shduld an 
amount of the grain layer remain the 
skin will not stretoh uniformly and will 
eventually riI, and crumble. In any
event, irrespective of the relative merits 
of the many processes which may be em- 
ployedto produce the leather, the fact re- 
mains that the grain layer mnst'be sepa- 
rated from the sheepskin flesher in 
order that an  acceptable chamois will re-
sult. This requirement the requesting 
party's product does not fulfIU. 

The claim that the subject product 
is equalin all respects to genuine chamois 
is not true, since the grain layer has not 
been removed. The genuine product has 
become firmly established i n  industw 
and elsewhere as herein defined. and 
such product is what the public is en-
titled to get when it purchases chamois 
even though the choice may be dictated 
b y  caprice or fashion, or perhaps by ig- 

norance. The fact that the product is 
equal or will serve substantially the same 
purpose is wholly immaterial. F.T.C. vs. 
Atdoma Lumber Co.,291 U.S.67.78. To 
the same effect see Bentan Announce- 
ments, Ino..vs. F.T.C., 130 F.Zd 254. 

The question posed herein is whether 
the word chamois might be a permissible
designation for the subject product if 
quaiifsing t e r n  as "like? or "type" 
were added. Use of the word In any 
manner is a representation Chat the 
~roduct  is that which has traditionellv 
been sold as chamois and so accepted b4 
the public after gears of buying experi- 
ence. Althouah the ordinarv ~urchaser 
may not know how o h a m o ~ i m s d e .  lie 
is entitled to believe that the particular
nraduct sold under that namc is in fact ~~ ~ ~~ ~~~ ~~ ~.~-- -~~.-~.~. -~.. 
a chamois as i t  is undelstaod in the 

BY direction of the Commission. 
Dated: November 8, 1965. 
lS!nLl JOSEPH W. EkE.4. 

Secretary. 
IF&. Doc. 65-12133: Flled, Nov. 10, 19eS: 

8:47 am.] 
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§ 15.1 

Sec. 
15.449 	Term "Diamonflare" disapproved 

for advertising a product which is not a 
natural diamond. 

15.450 Tripartite promotional plan using 
recive cou~ons  approved. 

15.451 . ~ a r k i n gof foreign origin on eiectri- 
cal relay devices. 

15.452 Intermediary's tripartite promotion- 
al assistance plan Qualifiedly approved. 

15.453 Commission declines to issue an ad-
visory opinion on promotional game. 

15.454 Offer of a "free" balloon disap-
proved. 

15.455 	Commission declines to issue adviso- 
ry opinion. on reciprocal advertisingam.-

15.456 	Disclosure of foreign origin of prod- 
ucts in newspaper advertising. 

15.457 	Legality of proposed standard certi- 
fication program. 

15.458 	Commission declines to issue an ad- 
visory opinion re manufacturer's dealer 
purchase stimulation plan. 

15.459 Request for advisory opinion re 
merger declined. 

15.460 	Intermediary's tripartite promotion- 
al assistance plan approved. 

15.461 	Advisory opinion on debt collection 
agency withheld. 

15.462 	Promotional assistance plan using
shopping carts disapproved. 

15.463 	Advisory opinion declined on mail 
order business to sell acne remedy. 

15.464 	Sale of promotional assistance 
device approved. 

15.465 	Advertising of a book on investing 
approved. 

15.466 Legality of proposed product quality 
certification program. 

15.461 	Legality of distribution to auto-
motive parts manufacturers of informa- 
tion on interchangeability of parts man- 
ufactured by different companies. 
,468 Use of the words "Golden Finish." 

"Gold Brushed." and "Golden Manner," 
in advertising of certain gold plated cos- 
tume jewelry. 

15.469 	Intermediary's tripartite Promotion- 
a1 assistance plan disapproved. 

15.470 Tripartite promotional assistance 
plan approved. 

15.471 	Designation of gold content on ball 
point pens. 

15.472 	Commission declines to issue adviso- 
ry opinion re proposed merger. 

15.473 Applicability of flammability stand- 
ard to bath mats. 

15.474 Legality of proposed subscription 
renewal voucher offer. 

15.435 Maintenance of a pool of informa- ..- -

tion by trade association proper. 
15.416 Representations of goid content on 

jewelry. 
15.477 Credit reporting plan disapproved. 

Title 16-Commercial Practices 

Sec. 
15.478 	By-laws of organization for market. 

ing research approved. 
15.479 	Cumulative annual rebate pian dis- 

approved. 
15.480 	Commission declines to issue adviso- 

ry opinion. 
15.481 Proposed acquisition. 
15.482 	Wholly-owned subsidiary may not 

collect consumer indebtedness without 
identifying the parent company as 
owner. 

15.483 	"Backhaul" allowances advisory
opinion affirmed. 

15.484 Foreign ownership or control of a 
corporation in a Webb-Pomerene Associ. 
ation. 

15.485 Location of debt coitection agency 
office. 

15.486 	Averaging individual profit and loss 
statements in reports to association 
members. 

15.487 	Collecting and reporting stati~tical 
information from members of an associ- 
ation. 

15.488 	Association by-laws regarding mem- 
bership may not be arbitrary or discrim. 
inatory. 

15.489 	Refund must be offered to subscrib-
ers to discontinued magazine. 

15.490 	Drop shipments proper when ware- 
house distributor does not stock item. 

15.491 	Association may prepare dealer's 
catalog provided no price informatfon is 
inrillri.=a...-.- - --. 

AUTHORITY: as amended, 4938 Stat. 717, 
Stat. 1526: 15 U.S.C. 41-58; 15 U.S.C. 13. 
unless otherwise noted. 

§ 15.1 Use of the word "chamois!' 
Any use of the word "chamois" i n  

conjunction wi th  a product  not made 
from: (a)The skin  of the Alpine ante-
lope or (b) sheepskin fleshers which 
have been oil-tanned a f t e r  removal of 
the grain layer  is unlawful and  a de-
ceptive act or practice i n  commerce. 

C30 FR 14201,Nov. 11. 19651 

8 15.2 Toy catalog advertising payments. 
No  objection will be  raised t o  pay-

ments by a toy manufacturer for 
advertising in  a toy  catalog published 
by  a f i rm  not owned or controlled by  
or in a n y  way affiliated wi th  a n y  toy  
jobber customer of t h e  manufac turer  
if the catalogs are available, i n  a prac-
tical business sense, t o  all of t h e  man-  
ufacturer 's jobber customers. 

[30FR 14317.Nov. 16.19651 
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