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Federal Trade Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
Room H- 1 35 (Annex B) 
600 Pennsylvania Avenue N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20580 

Reference Green Guides Regulatorv Review, 16 CFR part 260, Comment, Project 
P54501 

These comments are made on behalf of the members of the Foodservice Packaging 
Institute, celebrating 75 years as the material-neutral trade association for manufacturers 
and suppliers of single-use foodservice packaging. Products produced by Institute 
manufacturers include single-use cups, plates, bowls, platters, cutlery, domed containers, 
hinged containers, wraps, meat trays, egg cartons and table top place mats and coverings. 

Institute members manufacture f ~ s h e d  products in 45 states and distribute products 
throughout the U.S., Canada, and globally, with estimated sales at $12-15 billion 
annually. 

Since the publication of the original FTC Environmental Marketing Guidelines more than 
a decade ago, two events have occurred that give credence to the need for FTC issuance 
guidance for of at least one new environmental marketing term: "Sustainable." 

The first event referenced above was the development of Altemative Materials for 
foodservice packaging applications. Such materials include composites (combining a 
number of materials such as fiber, starches and calcium carbonates), non-tree cellulose 
(made fiom grasses or plants), and biopolymers (corn, or beet and cane sugars that are 
chemically enhanced and turned into non-petroleum-based b'plastics"). 

Companies that produce these new Altemative Materials tout their compostability and/or 
biodegradability, and advocate their use as an "environmentally-preferable" single-use 
packaging material 

The second milestone that occurred during the 10 years since the FTC's Environmental 
Marketing Guidelines were issued, has been the evolution of scientific consensus around 
global warming. The call for people to change their consumption and use of green house 
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