Comment #: 1059

April 5, 2004

Federal Trade Commission
Office of the Secretary

Room 159-H (Annex A)

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20508

Re: Contact Lens Rule, Project Number R411002 — Request to include reference
in rule to dispensing opticians

The Opticians Association of America wishes to offer its opinion on inclusion of
reference to dispensing opticians in the Contact Lens Rule referenced.

The Opticians Association of America is the single national organization representing
legislative issues that pertain to opticians in the United States. We regret we were not
included in the crafting of the now signed legislation requiring release of contact lens
specifications and prescriptions. Although there are other concerns we cite with the
current wording of the Contact Lens Rule, we are currently most interested in getting
dispensing opticians referenced in the rule. As you may not be aware, opticians are
allowed to fit and dispense contact lenses in many states across the country. That alone
can confuse the issue of contact release, since there is no reference to opticians being
required to release information.

The Opticians Association of America believes the inclusion of the noted reference to
opticians would greatly limit the interpretative confusion and perhaps circumvent any

issues that may arise otherwise.

Respectfully submitted,
Mark Cloer
2™ Vice President

Optician Association of America

cc: by email to contactlensrule@ftc.gov



