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Dear Sir or Madam:

I live in Virginia and I am a wearer of contact lenses. I have been told by doctors in the past that I could not use my
prescription to purchase contacts from another supplier.

I want to have the freedom to choose where I purchase contacts. I believe that if this freedom is not secure , then the
system will favor the individual doctor offices , allowing prices to be fixed at an inequitable and non-competitive rate. I
think that health can be protected adequately even if patients are given the freedom to choose where they purchase
contacts.

Please continue to allow this fair practice and do not limit it because of lobbying from eye doctors. The Fairness to
Contact Lens Consumers Act of 2003 will protect consumers like me by promoting a fair market practice.

I also encourage you to extend the length of time that contact prescriptions are valid. In Virginia , my prescription expires
after 1 year. However, my prescription has not changed in over 5 years. The standard expiration time for eyeglass
prescriptions is 3 years. I believe it should be the consumer s responsibility to get another eye exam if noticeable vision
changes occur within that time period. We should not be FORCED into getting annual contact exams in order to
purchase a disposable product. This current practice is a great way for doctors to continue making money for
themselves. They are creating a bureaucratic dependence upon their services , elevating themselves far above their true
value to society.

I support the Fairness to Contact Lens Consumers Act of 2003. Please do not change this law and please consider
continued methods to protect the freedom of contact consumers like me.

Respectfully,

Doug


