
Page 1

The contact lens rule does not address the issue of licensed opticians who by state law are permitted to fit and adapt
contact lenses.It is common practice in the majority of states that allow contact lens fitting by opticians to interpret the
term contact lens prescription as the eyeglasses prescription and the notation "Ok for Contact Lenses" . After a
licensed optician receives the above written statement from the ophthalmologists or optometrists, the optician may
proceed with the contact lens fitting and dispensing of the contact lenses directly  to the consumer.The Federal Trade
Commission should add the following to the definition of contact lens prescription:"A contact lens prescription when
filled by an independent licensed optician permitted by state law to perform a contact lens fitting is the eyeglasses
prescription and the notation of "OK for contact lenses" or similar language on the prescription  provided there are no
contraindications for contact lenses.".It should also be illegal for prescribers not give the "Ok for Contact lenses" to
independent licensed opticians permitted under state law to do contact lens fitting if the prescriber would have fitted
the patient himself or herself.The above will balance the competition among optometrists, ophthalmologists and
opticians. If the Federal Trade Commision does not do the above, it would restrict trade and prevent consumers
access to a large pool of already qualified opticians licensed to perform contact lens fittings under state law. .
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