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Re: Broadband Connectivity Competition Policy Workshop, Project No. V070000
Subject: Denial of e-mail access to public e-mail service providers.
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ABSTRACT
Just about everyone agrees that spam is a form of internet abuse. Yet the knee jerk reactions by
various entities to combat internet abuse, can also as equally abusive. Some solutions that have been




adopted and practiced by ihdustry, now appear to have grown into a form of monopolistic practice. At
the very least, what these organizations now practice is a form of unfair business practices.

’f)ynamic IP assignment by the various ISP’s are now routinely being used to prevent the
delivery of legitimate e-mail. Organizations have designed a solution to have members block any e-
mail from those IP addresses that the various ISP’s have designated and published as dynamic. Public
and Private companies use the information provided by the ISP’s to provide a service that limits the
ability of those dynamic accounts to send e-mail to the millions of e-mail accounts.

And to overcome this hardship, peculiar to Dynamically assigned accounts, is to purchase an IP
address that the ISP wont list as dynamic. Or you can pay for a service that will e-mail your mail
through their non-blacklisted IP addresses.

ABOUT MYSELF
I have a bachelor degree, as well as a graduate degree in the computer science field. I have been

in the business for about 35 years.

‘ At home, I have a DSL connection, with about 1.5Mbps internet service. Connected to the DSL
modem I have a 500MHz Dell P3 laptop. This laptop runs the Linux operating system, and acts as my
internet firewall, router, NAT, HTML server, FTP server, SSH server, and MTA. My laptop is always
on 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. It is always connected to the Internet. It has battery backup, tape
backup, as well as a secondary laptop backup.

I am not a business. But I am serious user. :

The other ( 6 ) computers behind the firewall, are used in my gps project. The servers behind
the firewall, are generally turned off, as I just need to number crunch 6gig’s of mapping data
occasionally. My programming effort(s) is done on another laptop, connected via a private gated
encrypted wireless connection.

I do not use or need the value added services provided by the ISP. These value added services
as e-mail or web space are just not needed, or wanted. I just need internet access.

I have been running this setup for as long as I had DSL, which I think is about 5 years. All T
want or need is internet access. Internet access is something that I do need.

My home setup is not all that complicated, and can be accomplished with minimal hardware
and software costs.

My domain name is Gatworks.com.

During my tenure of managing my domain, and DSL services many changes have been made in
the internet pool of services. Early on, my ISP has decided to unilaterally block internet port 80. Port
80 is used to begin communications between web services. Reason given was the eminent network
breakdown by a worm that would have degraded network services. I had complained, and the
alternative given was to use any other port. It was not clear if the ISP blocked all access to port 80 for
all account users in a non discriminatory fashion. Other ports may be blocked, but I have no specific















































































































































































































