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        Meet the Chair


Lina M. Khan was sworn in as Chair of the Federal Trade Commission on June 15, 2021.


Chair Lina M. Khan
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          In the Matter of Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc., a corporation, and Ameristar Casinos, Inc., a corporation

      






            FTC Matter/File Number

        
          131 0064

      






            Docket Number

        
          9355

      






            Enforcement Type

            
              Federal Injunctions

              Part 3 Administrative Complaints

          

  




            Case Summary

        
          The FTC challenged Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc.’s proposed $2.8 billion acquisition of rival casino operator Ameristar Casinos, Inc., alleging that the proposed deal would reduce competition and lead to higher prices and lower quality for casino customers in the St. Louis, Missouri and Lake Charles, Louisiana areas. In St. Louis, the two companies operated competing casinos, and in the Lake Charles area, Pinnacle operates one casino, and Ameristar is constructing a new casio to open next year. The FTC issued an administrative complaint against the two companies alleging that the deal would substantially lessen competition for casino services in the St. Louis and Lake Charles areas. The FTC also authorized staff to seek a temporary restraining order and preliminary injunction, but parties agreed to divest two casinos, one in St. Louis and another in Lake Charles, to settle the administrative charges.


      




  



  
    
      
            
              

  
    
        
          
        Case Timeline

      

            
          
            

  
  
  
    


    
          December 19, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Decision and Order [Redacted Public Version]
  (82.62 KB)




      




    

  

              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Order To Hold Separate and Maintain Assets [Redacted Public Version]
  (122.26 KB)




      




    

  

          

  



      
              
          PRESS RELEASE: FTC Approves Final Order Settling Charges that Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc.’s Acquisition of Rival Firm Ameristar Casinos, Inc. Would be Anticompetitive in Two Markets

        

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          November 20, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Commission Letter Approving Application For Approval of Divestiture of the Ameristar Louisiana Assets 
  (44.91 KB)




      




    

  

          

  



      
              
          PRESS RELEASE: FTC Approves Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc.'s Application to Divest Ameristar Casinos, Inc.'s Assets in Lake Charles, Louisiana to GNLC Holdings, Inc.

        

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          September 19, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Application For Approval of Divestiture of The Lumiere Assets [Redacted Public Version]
  (824.21 KB)




      




    

  

          

  



      
              
          PRESS RELEASE: FTC Seeks Public Comment on Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc.'s Application to Divest One of Its Casinos in St. Louis, Missouri, to Tropicana St. Louis LLC

        

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          September 10, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Application for Approval of Divestiture of The Ameristar Louisiana Assets [Redacted Public Version]
  (1.17 MB)




      




    

  

          

  



      
              
          PRESS RELEASE: FTC Seeks Public Comment on Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc.’s Application to Divest Ameristar Casinos, Inc.’s Assets in Lake Charles, Louisiana to GNLC Holdings, Inc.

        

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          August 19, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Federal Register Notice: Analysis of Agreement Containing Consent Orders to Aid Public Comment; Proposed Consent Agreement
  (217.03 KB)




      




    

  

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          August 12, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Agreement Containing Consent Orders
  (25.21 KB)




      




    

  

              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Decision and Order (Public Record Version)
  (126.49 KB)




      




    

  

              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Order to Hold Separate and Maintain Assets (Public Record Version)
  (117.67 KB)




      




    

  

              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Analysis of Agreement Containing Consent Orders to Aid Public Comment
  (39.58 KB)




      




    

  

          

  



      
              
          PRESS RELEASE: FTC Requires Pinnacle to Sell Two Casino Properties as Condition for Acquiring Rival Ameristar

        

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          August 6, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Joint Motion to Withdraw Matter from Adjudication
  (50.15 KB)




      




    

  

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          August 5, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Commission Order Withdrawing Matter From Adjudication For the Purpose of Considering A Proposed Consent Agreement
  (8.95 KB)




      




    

  

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          August 1, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Joint Motion to Withdraw Matter from Adjudication
  (38.92 KB)




      




    

  

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          July 31, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Administrative Law Judges Order Granting Request to Certify Joint Motion to Withdraw Matter from Adjudication
  (62.96 KB)




      




    

  

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          July 30, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Respondents' Motion to Extend the Deadline for Respondents to Respond to the Complaint
  (48.18 KB)




      




    

  

              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Respondents' Motion to Extend the Deadline for Respondents to Respond to the Complaint
  (8.95 KB)




      




    

  

              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Administrative Law Judges Order Granting Third Motion to Extend the Deadline for Filing a Response to the Complaint
  (48.29 KB)




      




    

  

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          July 15, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Respondents' Motion to  Extend by Fourteen Days the Deadline for Respondents to Respond to the Complaint
  (110.07 KB)




      




    

  

              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Administrative Law Judges Order Granting Second Motion to Extend theDeadline for Filing a Response to the Complaint
  (46.24 KB)




      




    

  

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          July 9, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Notice of Appearance Filed by Counsel Supporting the Complaint
  (53.86 KB)




      




    

  

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          June 13, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Administrative Law Judges Order Granting Motion to Extend the Deadline for Filing a Response to the Complaint
  (50.24 KB)




      




    

  

              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Respondents' Motion to Extend by Thirty Days the Deadline for Respondents to Respond to the Complaint
  (29.22 KB)




      




    

  

              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Notice of Appearance Filed by Counsel for Respondent Ameristar Casinos, Inc.
  (203.76 KB)




      




    

  

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          June 12, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Notice of Appearance Filed by Counsel for Respondent Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc.
  (153.1 KB)




      




    

  

          

  


  




    

  
  
  
    


    
          May 29, 2013


      






        
              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Order Designating Administrative Law Judge
  (28.87 KB)




      




    

  

              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Administrative Law Judges Protective Order Governing Discovery Material
  (254.35 KB)




      




    

  

              

  
      
      


            File

        
          Administrative Complaint
  (959.34 KB)




      




    

  

          

  



      
              
          PRESS RELEASE: FTC Challenges Pinnacle Entertainments Proposed Acquisition of Rival Casino Operator Ameristar

        

          

  


  





      

    
                      





          

  


  


        

                  
            

          
              

    

  
    
    
    

  
    
      Return to top
    
  





      

      
                
          
            
              
                                
    
  
            
        


























































































































































































































































































































































































      
        



Menu

            
  Secondary Menu

  

        
    
    	
          Report Fraud
        
	
          Get Consumer Alerts
        
	
          Search the Legal Library
        
	
          Submit Public Comments
        


  



  

  


              


                          

          

        

        

      


    

  
      
      
        
          
            
  Main navigation

  

        


      	
                                                                                    Enforcement 
                      
                  	
                                                  Cases and Proceedings
                  
	
                                                  Premerger Notification Program
                  
	
                                                  Merger Review
                  
	
                                                  Anticompetitive Practices
                  
	
                                                  Rulemaking
                  
	
                                                  Statutes
                  
	
                                                  Competition and Consumer Protection Guidance Documents
                  
	
                                                  Warning Letters
                  
	
                                                  Consumer Sentinel Network
                  
	
                                                  Criminal Liaison Unit
                  
	
                                                  FTC Refund Programs
                  
	
                                                  Notices of Penalty Offenses
                  
	
                                                  Competition Matters Blog
                  


  
                  
	
                                                                                    Policy 
                      
                  	
                                                  Advocacy and Research
                  
	
                                                  Advisory Opinions
                  
	
                                                  Cooperation Agreements
                  
	
                                                  Federal Register Notices
                  
	
                                                  Reports
                  
	
                                                  Public Comments
                  
	
                                                  Studies
                  
	
                                                  Testimony
                  
	
                                                  Policy Statements
                  
	
                                                  International
                  


  
                  
	
                                                                                    Advice and Guidance 
                      
                  	
                                                  Consumer Advice
                  
	
                                                  Military Consumer
                  
	
                                                  Consumer.gov
                  
	
                                                  Business Guidance
                  
	
                                                  Competition Guidance
                  
	
                                                  Bulk Publications
                  


  
                  
	
                                                                                    News and Events 
                      
                  	
                                                  News
                  
	
                                                  Events
                  
	
                                                  Features
                  
	
                                                  Topics
                  
	
                                                  Data and Visualizations
                  
	
                                                  Contests
                  
	
                                                  Stay Connected
                  


  
                  
	
                                                                                    About the FTC 
                      
                  	
                                                  Mission
                  
	
                                                  History
                  
	
                                                  Commissioners and Staff
                  
	
                                                  Bureaus and Offices
                  
	
                                                  Budget and Strategy
                  
	
                                                  Office of Inspector General
                  
	
                                                  Careers at the FTC
                  
	
                                                  Contact
                  


  
                  


  

  


        

      

    

  
      
      
        
                    

                            
    
            
  Footer

  

        


      	
                                                  Privacy Policy
                  
	
                                                  Policy and Notices
                  
	
                                                  Accessibility
                  
	
                                                  FOIA
                  
	
                                                  No FEAR Act
                  
	
                                                  Office of Inspector General
                  
	
                                                  USA.gov
                  


  

  

  


            
          


                      
                              
                                      
                      
                        
                      
                    

                  
                                      
                      
                        
                      
                    

                  
                  
                    
                      
                    
                  


                                      
                      
                        
                      
                    

                  
                                      
                      
                        
                      
                    

                                  

                                          
                

                  
                                  

              
            

          
        

        

      

    

  


  























































  
