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16 CFR Part 453

This letter is a response to tha recent invitatien te comment on
proposad changes to the Regulation Rule on Funearal Industry Practices.
My commants will address, in order, casket handling feas and appilcation
of the rula to all providers of goods and services.

It is my opinion that the rule should be amended to parmit reasonable
casket handling fees far merchandise sold by third party salesmen and
provided by the consumar. This woeuld be much more apan. honest and
easily understaod by the cansumer, instaad of the creative packages,
which wa must now create in order to, recaup our fair prafit, which has
been logt in these cases, Remember falr profit from both goods and
services iz what feads our families, supports our communities and buries
infants and indigents for no fes, Thasa last two services | might add which
ara not provided by marchandise sales organizations. In tha avent that tha
Commission does not agree that falr and appropriate casket handling fees
should by permitted it is only fair that discou nted packages be permitted
sinee It is the only way to effectively campete with a third party
merchandiser. |f a restaurant owner was forced 0 parmit patrons to supply
their owt antrée, side dishes and desert ba would need some cra ative way
i recaver a returt on his investment or he would guickly go aut of
business. It is my hope that consumer’s protection is tha intent of the rule
and not tha destruction of licenzed professional fureral service as an
insttrution.

Tha Funeral Rule must apply to all entities that provida goods or
cervices since tha consumer is vulnarable to unlicensed sales people
{usually paid on cammission} to 4 greater extent than they are to a lleensed
professional who is a mamber of the communlity. Secondly, in a
competitiva environment it iz patently unfair o burden cna competitor with
complex regulations and not apply it t2 tha other competitar. [t is simply
creating an unlevel playing flald.
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