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Fecratary, Federal Trade Cormiasicon
Roan H=-159

600 Pennsylvania herue N.JW.
Wasiington, D.C. 20540

Re: 16 CFR Part 4533

To whom it may concerni

I am writing to coment on the Funeral Bule. I perzonally think that the current nile
s been gond for consumera, although indltially I hed been opposed to it. Tt makee
the anoumt of information available a Yot greater.

[t is: with this in mind that T would suggest support for the idea of expanding
the mule to incipde ALL providers. This would be very beraicial to the conswoec,
and that should be the focus of the debate, just as it was in the 13705, With the
abvent of ceneteries and other third party sellers getting imvelved in the narket,
it seems cnly fair to the consumer that they be able to conpare prices from each provoder.
Trere currently is ot chat lewvel of ahllity wWitkh mosc cemeteries.

Io ay comunity we heve a cenetery which has become heavily imvolwed with Lhe
gale of caskets argd vaults. This should be bensfical to the consumer. Howewer,
~he usunl sales piteh incluwdes the caveat that '...prices will be going up on Morday
by several hundred dollare, zo you need to make the decisien nowl' This does oot
allow the advantarge of 'price shopping' and camparing like products whick wowld sesult
in less cost to the consumer. Likewise, comments prohibited Yy us concexming the
protective qualities of merchandise are oot peobdbited oy them. This mekes clains
abcut protective vaults and protective casketa confuaing ta the consumer when they
feal thnew hawe purchesed a protective voult or casket from a third party and khen
hawve 1t explainsd that they hove tot.

Moet in cur induatry feel that competitiom is good for the consuamer. o a letter
from the attormey for the 11llinois Cemetery Aszoclaticon concerning then pending leqislaticn,
Hwey alsc supported this type of competition., "It is the objective of the [1lirgis
Cometery MAssooiatationm to promote competition in the sale of pre-need funeral secvices
ard smerchandise, on an equitable basis, throughout the state of 1llineis. Only through
such competition can the interests of the consuming public be truly served.”

If you make the competiton equitable, the consumer will be the winner. Thank
you for taking time to consider this. I1f vwou degire/require the entire letter foom
Lapin, et.al. referred to abowva, please let e know,

Sincersly
Je :9;15 , director
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