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(202) 326-2396
July 9, 1997

Mr. Robert Pitofsky, Chairnman
Federal Trade Conm ssion

Room H-159

8igth & Pennsylvani a Avenue N .¥.
Washi ngton, DC 20580

RE: SUPPORT OF SELF REGULATIOR

Dear ¥zr. Chairnan:

In response to the Conmi ssions request for additional coments
following the hearings held on June 10, 1997, I am in the capacity
of Chief |Investigator ¢ Seecurity Consultant for the firm a regulaz
user Of public and non-public regords and support the proposition
of self regul ation.

The data we regularly access and use in our investigations,
consultationsg, and in our reports to our clients has a beneficial
use and need in our society. It al SO allows the publiec, who does
not have the resources t0 manage all of the problens they are faced
With, to defend itself without |ooking to the government entities
for help. Further, regulation would create additional barriers to
use maid data that today saves lives, prevents fraud, assists in
eivil litigation, and brings families together.

We aze required to keep the information confidential and nmaintain
a hi gh degree of accuracy in our reports due to | aw and the test of
the courts and the marketplace. To have the targets of our
investigation knew of and browse around in our inquiries and data,
or opt out of databases that are private and publie, would be the
death of our industry and freedom
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The prevention of wongdoing and protection against fraud are real
teats of the use of said data.

Privacy protection can be nanaged through ouzr industry's self-
regul ation of uses and distribution. our industry has stated a
willingness and desire to self regulate.

This industry nust have the opportunity to self regulate and
veloomes the governmenta’'s help In enforcingthe rules, t hrough our
efforts and the industry’'s associations.

I ask that you support self-regulation and work with the industry
to successfully bring about poligies and procedures that we can all
live with in a free society.

Respactfully Submtted,

L.

Jesus M, Orteg
Chief Investigat
for the firm

CFBE
Security Consultant

cc: dJdeffry E Ray,
David S. Jeans,
John ¥. MaChri sti an,
Ray, HcChrigtian & Jeans, P.C.

SAVED: b:\TALI_LTR: JMO DISX 3b

b alm e a?aN]

~



