Scams Against Immigrants PSAs

1. Are you trying to figure out how to fill out your immigration forms? Notarios and
immigration consultants are not the help you need —in fact, they’re no help at
all. These so-called experts can charge you thousands of dollars. More
importantly, they can cost you the chance to immigrate. Find out more about
scams against immigrants and how to avoid them at ftc.gov/immigration. That’s
ftc dot g-o-v slash immigration. A message from the Federal Trade Commission,

the nation’s consumer protection agency. (29 seconds)

2. If you’re looking for immigration help, you’ll hear a lot of promises — a guy at
your corner store who knows the system, a company with government
connections that can hurry the process, and that official-looking website that
says it’ll send you the right forms — for a fee. But these are all scams. They’re
illegal, and they can cost you more than money. They can cost you the chance to
immigrate. Find out more about scams against immigrants and how to avoid
them, at ftc.gov/immigration. That’s f-t-c dot g-o-v slash immigration. A message

from the Federal Trade Commission. (29 seconds)

3. Has someone promised to help you file immigration papers? Have you paid
someone for help that never came? Or maybe a company said they’d file your
papers, but now you haven’t heard from them — and neither has the
government. If so, you've been scammed. Scams like these can cost you money,
but more important, they can cost you the chance to immigrate. Find out more
about scams against immigrants and how to avoid them, at ftc.gov/immigration.
That’s f-t-c dot g-o-v slash immigration. A message from the Federal Trade

Commission. (29 seconds)



4. The signs are in store windows. Ads are in newspapers and online — for people
called notarios. They promise to help you with immigration issues, but they are
not the help you need. In the U.S., notarios are not lawyers, and they’re not
authorized by the government to help you with immigration. Often, they take
your money but don’t file your papers. Or, they use the wrong forms and hurt
your chance to immigrate. Avoid notarios and avoid a scam. Find out more at
ftc.gov/immigration. That’s f-t-c dot g-o-v slash immigration. A message from

the Federal Trade Commission. (29 seconds)

5. If you're looking for immigration help, you may find someone to fill out your
forms, or translate your information. But once you sign the form, you’re saying
the information is true. Never sign immigration forms that you don’t understand.
Don’t sign blank immigration forms or forms that have false information. Doing
any of these things is illegal and can hurt your chance to immigrate. Find out
more at ftc.gov/immigration. That’s f-t-c dot g-o-v slash immigration. A message
from the Federal Trade Commission, the nation’s consumer protection agency.

(29 seconds)

6. If you're looking for immigration help, you may be looking for someone to help
you through the process. Here are a few things to keep in mind: all US
government forms are free, so never pay for a form. And there are people called
notarios who claim to be able to help you. But in the US, notarios are not
lawyers, and they’re not authorized by the government to help you with
immigration. Avoid notarios and avoid a scam. Find out more at
ftc.gov/immigration. That’s f-t-c dot g-o-v slash immigration. A message from

the Federal Trade Commission. (30 seconds)



