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From:FederalTradeCommissionviaFederalTradeCommission<noreply@web1.ftc.gov> 
Sent:Monday,December13,20217:27PM 
To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov> 
Subject:Formsubmissionfrom:SpeakerRegistrationandPublicCommentSubmissionFormforDecember16,2021OpenCommission 
Meeting 

SubmittedonMonday,December13,2021-19:27Submittedbyanonymoususer:37.19.196.44Submittedvaluesare: 

FirstName:Aaron 
LastName:Cohen 
Affiliation:eTags,Inc. 
FullEmailAddress:aaron@etags.com 
ConfirmEmailAddress:aaron@etags.com 
Telephone:+13057107176 
FTC-RelatedTopic:ConsumerProtection 
Registertospeakduringmeeting:No 
Linktowebvideostatement: 
Submitwrittencomment: 
MadamChair,MembersoftheCommission: 

Onbehalfofasmallcompanythatoperatesasalicenseeofseveralgovernmentagencies,andhascompletedmillionsoftransactionson 
behalfofsatisfiedconsumersacrossthecountry,Iwouldliketoourexpressourconcern,whichIamsureissharedbythousandsofother 
small,medium,andlargeAmericanbusinessesthatdobusinesswithandonbehalfofstateandfederalgovernmentsacrossthenationona 
dailybasis. 

WerecognizetheFTC’slegitimateinterestinpreventingfraudandaremindfuloftheFTC’sstatedmission:“Protectingconsumersand 
competitionbypreventinganticompetitive,deceptive,andunfairbusinesspracticesthroughlawenforcement,advocacy,andeducation 
withoutundulyburdeninglegitimatebusinessactivity.” 

Werecognizethatconsumerfraudisaproblem,notjustinvolvingindividualsandentitiespretendingtobegovernmentrepresentativesand 
agencies,butbanks,financecompaniesandotherbusinessesconsumersregularlydobusinesswith.Weareclearlyinfavorofregulationand 
enforcementtoaddresstheseveryreal,veryseriousproblems.Wearenot,however,infavorofwide-rangingregulationswhichwillsweep 
uplegitimatecompaniesandpreventthemfromdoingbusinessdespitethefacttheyarelicensedandpermittedtodosobystateandfederal 
governmentagencies. 

Therulemakingprocessshouldseekarulethatcanbeenforcedinatargetedandmeaningfulmannerandshouldcarrysubstantialpenalties 
forviolationsthereof. 

Webelievethatanyproposedrulesshould, 

1. veryclearlydistinguishlegitimate,licensedindividualsandbusinesses 
fromillegitimateindividualsandbusinesseswhoseintentistodefraudthepublic; 
2. takeintoconsiderationthatlicensedindividualsandbusinessesare 
alreadyregulatedbytheirrespectivelicensingagencies; 
3. specificallyseekinputfromstateandfederalagenciesthatlicense 
individualsandcompaniestoperformonbehalfofin-steadofthegovernment; 
4. respectprotectedcommercialspeechsuchastruthfuladvertisingthat 
complieswithexistingFTCrules; 
5. respectexistingcontractsthatindividualsandbusinesseshavewith 
governmentagencies; 
6. addressthepotentialadverseimpactontheoperationsofgovernment 

mailto:To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov


agenciesthatdependonprivateindividualsandbusinesses;Wethankyoufortheopportunitytopresentthisbriefnotetoyouandlook 
forwardtoparticipatingfurtherintherulemakingprocess. 

Theresultsofthissubmissionmaybeviewedat: 
https://www.ftc.gov/node/1591350/submission/19 



From:FederalTradeCommissionviaFederalTradeCommission<noreply@web1.ftc.gov> 
Sent:Monday,December13,20219:29PM 
To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov> 
Subject:Formsubmissionfrom:SpeakerRegistrationandPublicCommentSubmissionFormforDecember16,2021OpenCommission 
Meeting 

SubmittedonMonday,December13,2021-21:29Submittedbyanonymoususer:67.245.93.166Submittedvaluesare: 

FirstName:Mara 
LastName:Einstein 
Affiliation:QueensCollege(CUNY) 
FullEmailAddress:mara.einstein@qc.cuny.eduConfirmEmailAddress:mara.einstein@qc.cuny.edu 
Telephone:+19175260742 
FTC-RelatedTopic:ConsumerProtection 
Registertospeakduringmeeting:No 
Linktowebvideostatement: 
Submitwrittencomment: 
Socialmediainfluencers(akacreators)expandedrapidlyoverthelast5years.Littlehasbeendonetoensurethatpaidcontentisnotedas 
sponsored.Thiswasbadenoughforconsumers,butincreasinglyinfluencersarebeingpaidbypoliticalentitiestopromotecandidatesand 
politicalissueswithoutdisclosingtheyhavebeenfunded.Also,thesearenotone-offcontentproducers,butinfluencernetworksthat 
coordinatemessagingacrossdozensorhundredsofinfluencers.Mostaremicroornanoinfluencers,withtheeabilitytosignificantlysway 
opinionbecauseoftheirfollowers' 
connectionstothem. 

TheFEChasnotdoneanythingaboutthisadvertising.Canand2illtheFTCreigninthisdeceptivepersuasiongoingintothemidterms? 

Theresultsofthissubmissionmaybeviewedat: 
https://www.ftc.gov/node/1591350/submission/31 

mailto:To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov


From:FederalTradeCommissionviaFederalTradeCommission<noreply@web1.ftc.gov> 
Sent:Monday,December13,20218:59AM 
To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov> 
Subject:Formsubmissionfrom:SpeakerRegistrationandPublicCommentSubmissionFormforDecember16,2021OpenCommission 
Meeting 

SubmittedonMonday,December13,2021-08:59Submittedbyanonymoususer:66.108.238.28Submittedvaluesare: 

Telephone:+19144067562 

FirstName:David 
LastName:Grogan 
Affiliation:AmericanBooksellersAssociationFullEmailAddress:david@bookweb.orgConfirmEmailAddress:david@bookweb.org 

FTC-RelatedTopic:Competition 
Registertospeakduringmeeting:No 
Linktowebvideostatement: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RL3juS87U-vEztguhWFdfEsQHldgnls9/view?usp=sharing 
Submitwrittencomment: 

Theresultsofthissubmissionmaybeviewedat: 
https://www.ftc.gov/node/1591350/submission/3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RL3juS87U-vEztguhWFdfEsQHldgnls9/view?usp=sharing


From:FederalTradeCommissionviaFederalTradeCommission<noreply@web1.ftc.gov> 
Sent:Monday,December13,20217:38PM 
To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov> 
Subject:Formsubmissionfrom:SpeakerRegistrationandPublicCommentSubmissionFormforDecember16,2021 
OpenCommissionMeeting 

FirstName:Scott 
LastName:Johnson 
Affiliation:JohnsonEnterprises 

SubmittedonMonday,December13,2021-19:37Submittedbyanonymoususer: 
2603:8081:7f02:b36a:91e3:6f9d:1ca7:a774 
Submittedvaluesare: 

FullEmailAddress:stoptheamwaytoolscam@yahoo.comConfirmEmailAddress: 
stoptheamwaytoolscam@yahoo.com 
Telephone:+112148439066 
FTC-RelatedTopic: 
-Competition 
-ConsumerProtection 
-FTCOperations 

Registertospeakduringmeeting:No 
Linktowebvideostatement:N/A 
Submitwrittencomment:Sixmonthsagotomorrow,June14,2021theFTCannouncedareviewoftheBusiness 
OpportunityRuleandCommissionerChopracriticizedpastFTCcommissionersfornon-action: 
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/public_statements/1591046/statement_of_commissioner_rohit_chopr 
a_regarding_the_business_opportunity_rule.pdf 
LiterallyadecadeandahalfagoIsubmittedacommentdescribingAmway'sToolScam: 
https://www.ftc.gov/policy/public-comments/2006/06/27/comment-522418-04681 
I'mSTILLwaitingforaresponsefromtheFTC. 

Theresultsofthissubmissionmaybeviewedat: 
https://www.ftc.gov/node/1591350/submission/23 

https://www.ftc.gov/policy/public-comments/2006/06/27/comment-522418-04681
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/public_statements/1591046/statement_of_commissioner_rohit_chopr
mailto:To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov


From:FederalTradeCommissionviaFederalTradeCommission<noreply@web1.ftc.gov> 
Sent:Friday,December10,202110:12PM 
To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov> 
Subject:Formsubmissionfrom:SpeakerRegistrationandPublicCommentSubmissionFormforDecember16,2021OpenCommission 
Meeting 

SubmittedonFriday,December10,2021-22:12Submittedbyanonymoususer:104.203.138.11Submittedvaluesare: 

FirstName:JeffreyD 
LastName:Jones 
Affiliation:PalmBeachCountyVendor 
FullEmailAddress:jjones2332003@gmail.comConfirmEmailAddress:jjones2332003@gmail.com 
Telephone:+15619073980 
FTC-RelatedTopic:FTCOperations 
Registertospeakduringmeeting:No 
Linktowebvideostatement: 
Submitwrittencomment:WhatisyourORINumbers? 

Theresultsofthissubmissionmaybeviewedat: 
https://www.ftc.gov/node/1591350/submission/19 

mailto:To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov


From:FederalTradeCommissionviaFederalTradeCommission<noreply@web1.ftc.gov> 
Sent:Monday,December13,20215:47PM 
To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov> 
Subject:Formsubmissionfrom:SpeakerRegistrationandPublicCommentSubmissionFormforDecember16,2021OpenCommission 
Meeting 

SubmittedonMonday,December13,2021-17:46Submittedbyanonymoususer:108.54.207.224Submittedvaluesare: 

FirstName:Christopher 
LastName:Irving 
Affiliation:VicePresident,Consumer&LegalAffairsatPublishersClearingHouseFullEmailAddress:cirving@pch.comConfirmEmail 
Address:cirving@pch.com 
Telephone:+15169444918 
FTC-RelatedTopic:ConsumerProtection 
Registertospeakduringmeeting:No 
Linktowebvideostatement: 
Submitwrittencomment: 
ThiscommentissubmittedbyPublishersClearingHouseinresponsetothepublishedrequestbytheFederalTradeCommissionthat 
interestedpersonssubmitcommentsoneffortstocombatGovernmentandBusinessImpersonationFraud. 

Since1953,PublishersClearingHousehasbeenawell-knownhouseholdnametoconsumersofferingproductsandmagazineofferings 
throughon-lineanddirectmailpromotions.Startingin1967,PCHpromotionshavefeaturedourfamousfree-by-mailsweepstakesand 
sincethattimePCHhasawardedover$535Millioninmajorprizesandawardstoconsumersfromcoasttocoast. Fromthebeginning,the 
hallmarkofthePublishersClearingHousesweepstakeshasbeenthatnopurchase,fee,taxorpaymentofanykindisevernecessaryto 
enter,winorcollectaprize. 

PublishersClearingHousecontinuestoreceivereportsfromconsumersregardingillegalandfraudulentimpersonatorsposingas 
legitimatesweepstakesandseekingsomeformofpaymenttocollectanon-existentprize. 
Thesereportsincludescamcontactsbyphone,e-mail,directmailandincreasinglythroughsocialmediaplatforms.Inmanycases,the 
PublishersClearingHousenameorsound-alikenameisillegallyusedormaybecombinedwithotherbusinessorgovernmentnames. We 
sharetheseconsumercontactsdirectlywiththeFTCthroughourmonthlysubmissiontotheConsumerSentinelDatabase. 

AstheCommissioncontinuestoworktocombatImpersonationFraudandconsidersRulemakinginthisarea,PCHwouldidentifyand 
respectfullysubmitthefollowingthreeareasforongoingattention: 

1. InternationalLawEnforcementCooperation. InAugust2020theUS 
AmbassadortoJamaicaestimatedthatlotteryandsweepstakesfraudimpersonatingbusinesswasresponsibleforwellover$500million 
infraudloss. Inourownreportsfromconsumers,weoftenseeimpersonationfraudoriginatingfromoutsidetheUnitedStates. Ongoing 
effortsbylawenforcementauthoritieswithintheUSshouldcontinuetoseekavenuestopartnerwithinternationallawenforcementsuch 
ashasbeendoneeffectivelyinthepastwithProjectJolt(JamaicanOperationsLinkedtoTelemarketing). 
Increasingpenaltiesandenforcementinthehomecountrieswheremanyofthebusinessimpersonationscamsoriginatewouldhelpputa 
strangleholdonmanyoftheseoperations. 

2. Pro-activeSocialMediaIdentification. Overthepastseveralyears,PCH 
hasseenasignificantincreaseinimpersonationscamstargetingconsumersthroughsocialmedialplatformsincludingFacebook, 
InstagramandLinkedIn. 
Inthesescams,individualsclaimingtoworkforourcompanyusingeitherfictitiousnamesoractualnamesofouremployeeshasbeen 
noted. Wecontinuetoworkwitheachplatformtoreportsuchillegaluseofournameandouremployeesfortakedowns. Itwould 



              
             
                 
                  
                     

                
                

providemuchaddedprotectiontoconsumersifadditionalproactiveeffortscouldbemadebyeachplatformtoincreaseeffortstoprevent 
thesamenamesthathavenotbeenverifiedfrom 
appearinginthefirstplace. ConsiderationshouldbemadebytheFTCand 
lawenforcementinworkingdirectlywiththesocialmediaplatformsforcooperativeeffortstobettertargetandpreventsuch 
impersonationpostings. 

3. EducationPartnerships.Whilestronglawenforcementeffortstotarget 
thosebehindbusinessimpersonationscamsiscritical,PCHwouldcontinuetourgepartnershipsbetweenlawenforcementandbusiness 
tofindincreasedavenuestobettereducateconsumersagainstongoingimpersonationscams. 
Whiletherearemanyfraudtipsandwarningsthatweprovidetoconsumers,forthoseimpersonatingsweepstakes,theonesignificant 
educationtiptounderscorethatwouldpreventalllossfromthesweepstakesimpersonationscamsisthereminderthatnopayment,tax 
orfeeofanykindiseverrequiredtoclaimalegitimatesweepstakesprize. Assuggestedbythe2018BBBreportonsweepstakesimposter 
scams(authoredbyformerFTCRegionalDirectorSteveBaker)thefollowingareadditionaleducationtipsthatcanbe 
highlighted: 
● Truelo�eriesorsweepstakesdon’taskformoney. 
● Youhavetoentertowin. 
● Callthesweepstakescompanydirectlytoseeifyouwon. 
● Checkwithlotteryorganizationstoseeifyouwonalottery. 
● Doaninternetsearchofthecompany,name,orphonenumberoftheperson 
whocontactedyou.CheckBBBScamTrackertoseeifotherconsumershavehadsimilarexperiences. 
● Lawenforcementofficialsdonotcallandawardprizes. 
● Talktoatrustedfamilymemberoryourbank. 

OurthankstotheCommissionforthisopportunitytoprovidecommentontheeffortstocombatGovernmentandBusiness 
ImpersonationScams. 

Theresultsofthissubmissionmaybeviewedat: 
https://www.ftc.gov/node/1591350/submission/11 



From:FederalTradeCommissionviaFederalTradeCommission<noreply@web1.ftc.gov> 
Sent:Monday,December13,20217:26PM 
To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov> 
Subject:Formsubmissionfrom:SpeakerRegistrationandPublicCommentSubmissionFormforDecember16,2021OpenCommission 
Meeting 

SubmittedonMonday,December13,2021-19:26Submittedbyanonymoususer:2600:1700:3d60:a2d0:ac8f:812d:6180:4bfc 
Submittedvaluesare: 

FirstName:Tim 
LastName:McGuinnessPhD 
Affiliation:SocietyofCitizensAgainstRelationshipScamsInc. 
FullEmailAddress:drtim@againstscams.orgConfirmEmailAddress:drtim@againstscams.org 
Telephone:+117862232006 
FTC-RelatedTopic:ConsumerProtection 
Registertospeakduringmeeting:Yes 
Linktowebvideostatement:https://youtu.be/NNPD0JGLkNkSubmitwrittencomment: 
Wewishtobringtothecommission'sattentiontwosignificantconcernsasrelatestoonlinesocialmedia. 

1.Restraintoftrade.Socialmediacompaniesactivelyareinvolvedinunlawfulrestrainoftradeaspracticedagainstthecompaniesor 
enterprisesthatutilizetheirplatformsasoneof,ortheirprimarycommunicationmediumwiththeircustomers.Productssuchas 
Facebook,hasactivelyreducedourabilitytoreachthepeoplethathaveactivelyaskedtoreceiveourinformation.Itisdoneonawilfulland 
arbitrarybasis,particularlyfororganizationsthatareinanywaycompetitiveorspeakoutaboutflawsorconcernsabouttheseplatformsas 
aretaliatoryaction. 

2.Falsifyingthenumbersofrealactiveusersontheirplatformstoboththeirshareholdersandadvertisers.Inpastreleasesbywhistle 
blowersithasbeenidentifiedthatFacebookandotherplatformshavesubstantiallyhighernumbersofnon-realorfakeusersontheir 
platformsandthusisfraudulentlymisidentifyingtherealshareholdervaluesandpotentialadvertiserreachontheseplatforms. 

Inaddition,wewouldaskthattheCommissionreferthesesocialmediaplatformstotheConsuemrProductSafetyCommissionfortheir 
reviewofthesubstantialharmthatthesePRODUCTScreatefortheindividualthatusethem. 
Uptoandincludingdeathresultingfromsuicidesinducedbythesocialengineeringandmanipulationcreatedbytheplatform'sdesigners 
anddevelopers. 

IthanktheCommissionfortheopportunitytobringthesetotheattentionoftheCommissionandhopethatreviewoftheseissueswillbe 
conducted. 

TimMcGuinness,Ph.D. 
Director 
SocietyofCitizensAgainstRelationshipScamsInc.[SCARS]Miami,FloridaUSAcontact@AgainstScams.org 

Theresultsofthissubmissionmaybeviewedat: 
https://www.ftc.gov/node/1591350/submission/15 

mailto:SocietyofCitizensAgainstRelationshipScamsInc.[SCARS]Miami,FloridaUSAcontact@AgainstScams.org


From:FederalTradeCommissionviaFederalTradeCommission<noreply@web1.ftc.gov> 
Sent:Saturday,December11,20211:22AM 
To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov> 
Subject:Formsubmissionfrom:SpeakerRegistrationandPublicCommentSubmissionFormforDecember16,2021OpenCommission 
Meeting 

SubmittedonSaturday,December11,2021-01:22Submittedbyanonymoususer:2603:6081:2e06:62d9:110b:d356:794e:f72a 
Submittedvaluesare: 

FirstName:Shannon 
LastName:Mitchell 
Affiliation:Customer 
FullEmailAddress:shannonmitchell3131@gmail.comConfirmEmailAddress:shannonmitchell3131@gmail.com 
Telephone:+19806898250 
FTC-RelatedTopic: 
-Competition 
-ConsumerProtection 
-FTCOperations 

Registertospeakduringmeeting:Yes 
Linktowebvideostatement:NC 
Submitwrittencomment:Anythingthatwastookenorfailed shouldbereplacedandthecompaniesneedtosecurebetterforthesesites 
sothiswanthappeneveragain 

Theresultsofthissubmissionmaybeviewedat: 
https://www.ftc.gov/node/1591350/submission/3 

mailto:To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov


From:FederalTradeCommissionviaFederalTradeCommission<noreply@web1.ftc.gov> 
Sent:Friday,December10,202112:14PM 
To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov> 
Subject:Formsubmissionfrom:SpeakerRegistrationandPublicCommentSubmissionFormforDecember16,2021OpenCommission 
Meeting 

SubmittedonFriday,December10,2021-12:13Submittedbyanonymoususer:72.194.100.228Submittedvaluesare: 

FirstName:Mike 
LastName:Rudolph 
Affiliation:YouMail,Inc 
FullEmailAddress:mrudolph@youmail.comConfirmEmailAddress:mrudolph@youmail.com 
Telephone:+19493788462 
FTC-RelatedTopic:ConsumerProtection 
Registertospeakduringmeeting:Yes 
Linktowebvideostatement:CA 
Submitwrittencomment:SpeakingisnotrequiredunlessdesiredbytheCommission. YouMailwouldbewillingtoprovideanyupdated 
data,graphsorreportsonthematterofbusinessandgovernmentimpersonationthroughcallsorSMStothepublicgivenwehave 
enoughadvancenoticetoproduceanupdatedrefreshedpullofthisissue(i.e.ourworkwithMarriottandtheITGeliminatedMarriott 
impostersinthephonenetwork,andwetrackimpostercallssuchastheAmazonimpostercallsthathaveexceededoverhalfabillioncalls 
year-to-date) 

Theresultsofthissubmissionmaybeviewedat: 
https://www.ftc.gov/node/1591350/submission/7 

mailto:To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov


From:FederalTradeCommissionviaFederalTradeCommission<noreply@web1.ftc.gov> 
Sent:Monday,December13,20219:58AM 
To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov> 
Subject:Formsubmissionfrom:SpeakerRegistrationandPublicCommentSubmissionFormforDecember16,2021OpenCommission 
Meeting 

SubmittedonMonday,December13,2021-09:57Submittedbyanonymoususer:2600:387:1:817::6bSubmittedvaluesare: 

FirstName:Jeff 
LastName:Vitt 
Affiliation:FearFearFear•CrimesVictims•WhistleblowerProtectionsFullEmailAddress:access41pi3@icloud.comConfirmEmail 
Address:access41pi3@icloud.com 
Telephone:+14696628488 
FTC-RelatedTopic: 
-Competition 
-ConsumerProtection 
-FTCOperations 

Registertospeakduringmeeting:Yes 
Linktowebvideostatement: 
Submitwrittencomment: 
•IdentifyTheft/Impersonation 
•Money,Power,InfluenceRICOWithCivilRightsViolations•Intellectual/Proprietary/RealProperty~Tangible/Intangible(Part 
Copyright) 
•MonopolyConglomeratesCartels 

•PharmaceuticalConglomerate 
•Insurance 
•Technology 

•DataBreaches 
•Privacy 
•Data/FileHackingBreaches 

•BigPharmaceuticalMedicalIndustry 
•IndustriesIntegrationOverlapping 
•AttorneyFailuresofSelfPolicing 
•EveryStateBarAssociation(i.e.Texas, 
Oklahoma~All) 

•FamilyLawMasqueradeMassacre 
•LegalRepresentationBlacklisted 
•AttorneyClientPrivilegeEthics,Violations, 
Collusion 

•LocaltoGlobal,County,State,UnitedStatesPolice, 
Regulators,FederalAgenciesLegalSystemFailure 
ToInvestigates,Regulate,Enforce 
•Injustice 

IAm,ProSe...AloneIAmTakingAStandForPeacefullyForGreaterGoodofSocietyInTheUnitedStatesofAmericaIBELIEVEIN...Alone 
.. 
AgainstCorruption,Perversion,ObstructionofJustice,Prosecution,ColorofLaw,ETC,ETC,ANDA.ThereAreNotManyApproaches 
(Including/NotExcludingCalling,SubmittingComplaintsOnline,I’veGONETOFBI,OSBIInPersonAlone.AllWithFollowUpThroughs 

mailto:To:OpenMeeting<openmeetings@ftc.gov


IncludingVoicedOutLoud,InMotionsToJudgesPresidingOverMultipleCourtsRequestingGovernmentAgenciesInterventionDOJ,FBI, 
USAO,FTC,SEC,FCC 

RESPECTFULLYSUBMITTED 

JEFFREYAVITT,PROSE 
BAR#NOTANATTORNEY 

Theresultsofthissubmissionmaybeviewedat: 
https://www.ftc.gov/node/1591350/submission/7 

https://www.ftc.gov/node/1591350/submission/7
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